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January 21, 2026 

 

 

To: Representative Phillip R. DeVillier 

 Speaker of the House of Representatives 

 P.O. Box 94062 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

 

 Senator J. Cameron Henry, Jr. 

 President of the Senate 

 P.O. Box 94183 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70804 

 

 

REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE IN RESPONSE TO  

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 28 OF THE 2024 REGULAR SESSION 

 

 House Concurrent Resolution No. 28 of the 2024 Regular Session urged and requested the 

Louisiana State Law Institute “to study and recommend legislation for implementation of 

procedures establishing child support and paternity for minor parents.” In fulfillment of this 

request, the Law Institute assigned the project to its Marriage-Persons Committee, which operates 

under the direction of Professor Andrea B. Carroll as Reporter.  

 

 After conducting thorough comparative research relative to paternity and child support, the 

Marriage-Persons Committee met with various stakeholders and discussed this resolution in detail 

over the course of several meetings. The Committee found that treatment of these issues across 

jurisdictions is inconsistent and, with respect to both issues, Louisiana law lacked clear statutory 

guidance. To address the issue of paternity, the Committee first explored whether, in light of limited 

contractual capacity, it would be appropriate for a minor to independently execute an 

acknowledgment of paternity. Various subject matter experts, however, expressed that the 

consequences resulting from the execution of the acknowledgment are substantial and long-lasting.  

Accordingly, the minor’s execution of an acknowledgment should occur only under guidance and 

supervision. While some experts suggested that consent of a parent or guardian should serve as a 

prerequisite to execution of an acknowledgment, the Law Institute ultimately determined that 

execution predicated upon judicial authorization is the more appropriate solution given the unique 

circumstances surrounding parenthood of a minor and since a court is best positioned to convey 

the legal consequences of an acknowledgement. The Law Institute further determined that it was 

appropriate to limit this ability to unemancipated minors who are sixteen or seventeen years of 

age, consistent with the age requirements set forth in Civil Code Article 2333 providing for the 

minor’s ability to enter into a matrimonial agreement and the age requirements set forth in Civil 

Code Article 90.1 providing for the minor’s ability to enter into the contract of marriage. 

 

 To address issues relative to the collection of child support, the Committee directed its 

efforts toward identifying the best avenue for ensuring financial support for the child of the minor 

parent. The Committee considered a variety of possibilities, including deferral of payment until 

the minor-payor reaches the age of majority and whether the child support obligation should be 
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expressly imposed upon the parents of the minor parent during the minority of the parent as an 

alimentary obligation (or form of “vicarious liability”). Concerns were raised with respect to the 

fairness and enforceability of those measures. After extensive discussions, the Law Institute, 

recognizing that judicial discretion would be the most appropriate and effective avenue in light of 

varying economic and social considerations, decided to address this issue through revision of R.S. 

9:315.1 setting forth additional grounds for deviation from the child support guidelines.  

 

 The Law Institute plans to submit its proposals to the Legislature for introduction during 

the 2026 Regular Session.  


