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January 21, 2026 

 

 

To: Representative Phillip R. DeVillier 

 Speaker of the House of Representatives 

 P.O. Box 94062 

 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

 

 Senator Cameron Henry 

 President of the Senate 

 P.O. Box 94183 

 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 
 

 

REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE IN RESPONSE TO HCR NO. 79 OF THE 2016 

REGULAR SESSION AND HR NO. 192 OF THE 2024 REGULAR SESSION 

 

 

 House Concurrent Resolution No. 79 of the 2016 Regular Session requested the Louisiana 

State Law Institute to study the laws regarding adoptions and make recommendations to establish 

consistent and specific procedures and laws for all types of adoptions. House Resolution No. 192 

of the 2024 Regular Session directed the Law Institute “to study adoption proceedings relative to 

surrendering a child and to report its findings to the legislature.” In fulfillment of these requests, 

the Law Institute assigned these projects to its Children's Code Committee, which presently 

operates under the direction of Professor Richard Pittman as Reporter. 

 

Pursuant to House Concurrent Resolution No. 79 of the 2016 Regular Session, the Law 

Institute researched and studied the differing procedures for all types of adoptions and concluded 

that the differences are justified due to the additional licensing regulations governing adoption 

agencies and the resulting level of services provided to birth parents. Again in 2019, pursuant to 

House Resolution No. 306, the Law Institute studied the differing time periods for finalizing 

adoptions and once more concluded that the time periods are well-established best practices in 

adoption work and federal and state public policies promoting permanency; the health, safety, and 

well-being of children; and the long-term health and stability of the adoptive family. 

 

In accordance with the language of House Resolution No. 192 and in reviewing House Bill 

No. 855 of the 2024 Regular Session by Representative Berault, the Committee updated its 

previous extensive research of other state’s laws and devoted considerable thought to all of the 

possible issues listed in the resolution. During these discussions, however, neither practitioners 

and judges nor agencies reported significant issues arising from current practices relative to minor 

parents, time periods, notice to alleged and presumed fathers, proof of parental commitment, 

reimbursement of expenses, home studies, and the role of the Department of Children and Family 

Services. 

 

 Although Louisiana may be considered an adoption friendly state, the Law Institute finds 

that present law is consistent with other states and provides necessary protections to both biological 

parents and adoptive parents. Current law reasonably balances these interests by providing services 
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to parents who agree to pursue an adoption and by setting forth a fair process for contesting an 

adoption.  

 

In light of these considerations, the Law Institute makes no recommendations for changes 

to the law concerning adoption proceedings at this time. The Law Institute will continue to monitor 

any proposed legislation to ensure that balance is maintained between facilitating adoptions that 

are warranted and respecting the rights of birth parents. 


