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SESSION

Dear Mr. Speaker and Mr. President:

The Louisiana State Law Institute respectfully submits its interim report to the
legislature relative to child support and paternity for minor parents.
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To: Representative Phillip R. DeVillier 

 Speaker of the House 

 P.O. Box 94062 

 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

 

 Senator Cameron Henry 

 President of the Senate 

 P.O. Box 94183 

 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804 

 

 

INTERIM REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE  

IN RESPONSE TO HCR NO. 28 OF THE 2024 REGULAR SESSION 

 

 

 House Concurrent Resolution No. 28 of the 2024 Regular Session requests the Louisiana 

State Law Institute to study and recommend legislation for implementation of procedures 

establishing child support and paternity for minor parents. In response to this request, the Law 

Institute assigned this project to its Marriage-Persons Committee, which operates under the 

direction of Professor Andrea B. Carroll as Reporter and is comprised of judges, lawyers, and law 

professors with expertise in this area of the law.  

 

 The Marriage-Persons Committee has reviewed relevant Louisiana law and conducted 

research with respect to the statutory frameworks of other states relative to the acknowledgment 

of paternity and child support collection regimes wherein the parent is a minor. The Committee 

noted inconsistency among the various state laws with respect to both issues and discussed 

additional areas of concern, including the contractual capacity of a minor to acknowledge 

paternity, the procedural capacity of a minor to initiate child support proceedings, and potential 

obligations as to the parent of a minor parent. The Committee’s subsequent efforts aim to suggest 

statutory revisions to clarify rights and obligations relative to the execution of an acknowledgment 

of paternity and provide uniformity to the judiciary and various stakeholders relative to the 

collection of child support when a parent is also a minor.  

 

 A final report will be submitted to the Legislature once the Committee receives approval 

of its recommendations from the Law Institute’s Council.   


