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REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE IN RESPONSE TO  

HCR NO. 121 OF THE 2023 REGULAR SESSION 

 

 House Concurrent Resolution No. 121 of the 2023 Regular Session requested the Louisiana 

State Law Institute to study succession proceedings and alternatives for low-income families and 

low value properties. In fulfillment of this request, the Law Institute assigned the project to its 

Successions and Donations Committee, which operates under the direction of Professor Ronald J. 

Scalise, Jr. as Reporter. 

 

The resolution specifically stated that study is needed to determine if there is a way to apply 

the Code of Civil Procedure articles on waiver of costs for indigent parties to judicially open a 

succession. The Committee discussed the matter over the course of several meetings and 

considered issues such as clear title, access to justice, court costs, and filing fees. After much 

deliberation and consultation with the Law Institute’s Director as well as various clerks of court 

throughout Louisiana, the Committee decided that the best way to address the matter is to amend 

the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure relative to in forma pauperis filings to more clearly 

include succession proceedings. To do so, the Law Institute determined that minor amendments to 

Articles 5181 and 5186 were necessary. 

 

The Law Institute’s recommendations to address the concerns raised by the resolution were 

included in Senate Bill No. 67 of the 2025 Regular Session, which was enacted by the Legislature 

as Acts 2025, No. 34. 


