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Dear Mr. Speaker:

The Louisiana State Law Institute respectfully submits its report to the legislature relative
to heirs’ property.
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Representative Phillip R. DeVillier

Director

adrnin(i4sos.louisiana.gov



LOUISIANA STATE LAW INSTITUTE 

SUCCESSIONS AND DONATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE IN RESPONSE TO HOUSE 

RESOLUTION NO. 201 OF THE 2021 REGULAR SESSION 

 
Relative to the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared for the 

Louisiana Legislature on 

 

December 22, 2025 

 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana



LOUISIANA STATE LAW INSTITUTE 

SUCCESSIONS AND DONATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Marguerite L. Adams, New Orleans 

Katie Belanger, Metairie 

Sidney M. Blitzer, Jr., Baton Rouge 

Elizabeth Carter, New Orleans 

David F. Edwards, New Orleans 

Janice Martin Foster, New Orleans 

Ronda Gabb, Covington 

Miriam Henry, New Orleans 

Bill Kalmbach, Shreveport 

Melissa Lonegrass, LSU Law School 

Khrista McCarden, Tulane Law School 

Joseph W. Mengis, Baton Rouge 

Willmai Rivera-Perez, Baton Rouge 

Rose Sher, New Orleans 

Randy Trahan, LSU Law School 

Monica Wallace, Loyola Law School 

Kenneth A. Weiss, New Orleans 

Aubrey White, Lake Charles 

David Ziober, Baton Rouge 

Special Advisors: 

Sally Brown Richardson, New Orleans 

Rick Stanley, New Orleans 

Dian Tooley-Knoblett, New Orleans 

 

 

Ronald J. Scalise, Reporter 

Jessica G. Braun, Staff Attorney 







 

December 22, 2025 

 

 

To:   Representative Phillip R. DeVillier 

Speaker of the House 

 P.O. Box 94062 

 Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9062 

 

 

REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE IN RESPONSE TO 

HR NO. 201 OF THE 2021 REGULAR SESSION 

 

 

House Resolution No. 201 of the 2021 Regular Session directed the Louisiana State Law 

Institute to study and make recommendations regarding the provisions of law on partition of 

property and how it impacts heirs property and the rights and duties required by owners in 

indivision. The resolution also directed the Law Institute to work with several interest groups, 

including the Louisiana Realtors Association, Louisiana Appleseed Center, the Louisiana Land 

Title Association, the Louisiana Association of Independent Land Title Agents, the Uniform Law 

Commission, and the Bankers Association. In fulfillment of this request, the Law Institute assigned 

the project to its Successions and Donations Committee, which operates under the direction of 

Professor Ronald J. Scalise, Jr. as Reporter. Over the course of several years, the Committee met 

numerous times to study, discuss, and address the issues raised by the resolution.  Representatives 

from the above-named interest groups regularly attended and participated in the deliberations and 

the drafting of the Committee’s work. 

 

The primary issue raised by the resolution is the problem of the eviction of one or more co-

owners from long-held family property by a forced sale provoked by an unrelated party who 

acquires a small fractional interest in the property. This problem has been acute among lower-

income, underrepresented groups throughout both Louisiana and large parts of the United States.   

To address this problem, in 2010 the Uniform Law Commission proposed the Uniform Partition 

of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA). The UPHPA affords certain enhanced notice and procedural 

protections to holders of heirs property. Twenty-five states, including neighboring states such as 

Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas, have adopted the UPHPA. Unlike many other states, 

Louisiana already had some protections in place to help guard against forced partition of heirs 

property.  Consequently, rather than abandon the salutary existing approach that Louisiana has had 

in place for over twenty years, the Committee studied the UPHPA with an eye toward borrowing 

some of its key concepts and infusing them into existing Louisiana law.  Thus, the Law Institute’s 

proposed Louisiana Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act builds upon existing law and 

incorporates within it the core concepts of the UPHPA. These concepts include an independent 

appraisal, a one-way buyout provision, enhanced notice, a preference for partition in kind, and an 

open-market sale. These recommendations were submitted to the Legislature and introduced as 

House Bill No. 175 of the 2025 Regular Session. 


