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ACT 16

2025 Regular Session

ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 156

BY SENATOR PRESSLY AND REPRESENTATIVES BOYD, BROWN, BRYANT,
CARRIER, DAVIS, FISHER, FREIBERG, GADBERRY, HUGHES,
JACKSON, LACOMBE, LAFLEUR, TERRY LANDRY,

LARVADAIN, LYONS, MELERINE, MILLER, NEWELL, STAGNI,
TAYLOR AND WILLARD

Prefiled pursuant to Article II1, Section 2(A)(4)X(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. State Law Institute

PRINTER'S COPY
Edds To:__R< ] Pys..2, 2
Hote: '
AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S.9;121 through 124 and 126 through 133 and to repeal R.S. 9:125,
relative to in vitro fertilized human embryos; to provide for defisfitions; to provide
for uses of an in vitro fertilized human embryo; to provi or legal rights of an in
vitro fertilized human embryo; to provide for owne of an in vitro fertilized
human embryo; to provide for qualification perform in vitro fertilization

procedures; to provide for destruction of an in vitro fertilized human embryo; to

provide for judicial standards; tor brovide for liability; to provide for inheritance

rights; and to provide for pe ated matters.

CHAPTER 3. IN VITRQ FERTILIZED HUMAN EMBRYGS

§121. Human embryo; in vitro fertilization; definition
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SB NO. 156

ENROLLED

Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary and for the purposes of

vy
this Chapter the following definitions shall apply:

(1) "Human embryo' means a fertilized human ovum thatis biclogically

human. with certain rights granted by law. composed of one or more living

human cells and human genetic material,

{2) "In vitro fertilized human embrve' means a human embrvo created

through the in vitro fertilization process that has certain rights granted by law

and is composed of one or more living human cells and human genetic material

so unified and organized that it mayv develop in utero into an unbern child.

(3) "Nonviable in_vitro fertilized human embrve' means an in vitro

fertilized human embrvo that fails to meet necessary developmental milestones,

except when the embrvo is in a state of crvopreservation. An embryo shall not

be deemed nonviable before sevenitv-twe hours from fertilization. Viability of

an in vitro fertilized human embrvo is presumed unless it is deemed nonviable.

§122. Uses of an in vitro fertilized human embryo tr-vitro

The use of a human evum embrye fertilized in vitro is solely for the support
and contribution of the complete development of human in utero implantation. No
in vitro fertilized human ovem embryo will be farmed or cultured solely for research
purposes or any other purposes. The sale of a human ovum, fertilized human ovam
embryo, or human embryo is expressly prohibited.

§123. Capacity
A. An in vitro fertilized human ovum embryg exists as a juridical person

until it is either: suchrtime astheinvitro-fertitized-ovarrisimplanted-inrthe-womb:;

1) Deemed nonviable as provided in R.S, 9:121«-01*‘}/

¢

(2) Implanted in the womb, at which time rights attach as otherwise

allowed by law,
B. As a juridical person, the in vitro fertilized human embrvo shall:

(1) Have the capacity to sue or be sued.

(2) Be recognized as a separate entity apart from the medical facility or
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SB NO. 156 ENROLLED

clinic where it is housed or stored.

§124. Legatstatus Identification and confidentiality
As a juridical person, the in vitro fertilized human ovum embrye shall be

given an identification by the medical facility foruse-withinrthe-medreat-facitity

which-entittes-such-ovunmrto—sue—or-be—sued. The confidentiality of the in vitro

fertitization fertilized human embrvo and the patient from which it came shall be

maintained. )
Jecicienmalking
§126. Ownership; control and deeisionr-making antherity

A . . E .i. 33 » q-! . ii *- ].!

A. An in vitro fertilized human embrvo is not susceptible of ownership,

and is not the property of the physician witich who acts as an agent of fertilization,

or the facility which employs him the physician, or the donors of the sperm and

Fo iy i . PR 0 7Y S TP | Py Iy, ) 4% 1 b} e M I oL .rcd_
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B. Neither the facility nor the physician acting as ap agent of fertilization

nik,, eciSlonmakipg o i
shall have isi ing-authority over a viable in vitro fertilized human

embrvo.
ol

e fSronfpa ke
C, The intended parent or parents shall have control and isi

mldnf;uthoriiv over a viable in vitro fertilized human embrvo,

§127. Responsibility
Any physician or medical facility who causes in vitro fertilization of 2 human
ovum embryo irvitro will be directly responsible for the in vitro safekeeping of the

fertilized ovim human embrve.
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SB NO. 156 ENROLLED

§128. Qualifications

No person shall encace in in vitro fertilization procedures unless the

following criteria are met:

{1} The procedure is performed at a medical facility that meets the

standards of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine and the

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.

(2) The medical facility is directed bv a medical doctor who:

(a) Is licensed to practice medicine in this state; ,

{b) Possesses specialized training and skill in in vitro fertilization that is

in conformity with the standards established by the American Society for

Reproductive Medicine and the American College of Obstetricians and

Gynecolo ists_; anq

e

(¢) Is double board certified or eligible to practice by the American

Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology in both obstetrics and gynecology as well

as reproductive endocrinology and infertility.
§129. Destruction
A viable in vitro fertilized human ovum embryao is a juridical person which

shall not be intentionally destroyed by any natural or other juridical person or

through the actions of any other such person. Aminrvitro-fertitized-hrumman-ovanrthat
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SB NO. 156

ENROLLED
§130, Puties-of-domors Legal transfer of rights and responsibilities

An The in vitro fertilized human evum embryo is ajutidical-person-which

1t owed a high duty

of care and prudent administration. If the in—vitrofertilizattonrpatients current

mntended parent or parents of an in vitro fertilized haman embrvo choose to

renounce their rights and responsibilities for the embrvo, by notarial act,-their

facility-where ttishoused-orstored the rights and responsibilities shall be legally

transferred to a new intended parent or parents who shall assume the vichts and

responsibilities for the in vitro fertilized human embrvo. Fhetmrvitro-fertilization

The legal transfer of rights and responsibilities shall only be permitted for uses

<
consistent with R.S. 9:122. No compensation shall be paid or received by either

coupte any person to-remounce-parentat for the renouncing of their rights and

responsibilities for an in vitro fertilized human embryo. Eonstructive-fulfithment

Fag -

ol ) s faad ey . : &dar bk JIneel] 3 P |
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$131. Judicial standard

In disputes arising between any parties regarding the in vitro fertilized ovum

human embryo, the pmmmmudtﬂmpm‘rﬁm dispute
shall be resolved in accordance with the terms and previsions of the in vitro

fertilization agreement by the partics. If no such agreement exists, then disputes

shall be determined by a court of competent jurisdiction and in the best interest

of the in vitro fertilized ovum human embrve. Any provision in an_in vitro

fertilization agreement that directs or provides for the intentional destruction

of an embrvo shall be deemed nuil and void.

§132. Liability
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SB NO. 156 ENROLLED

A. No physician, healthcare provider, hospital. in vitro fertilization

clinic, Iaboratory personnel. provider of goods and services. or their agent who

participates in the screening, collection, preparation, transfer, analysis, storage,

transportation. fertilization, eculfure., crvopreservation, or any other act

typically performed durine the in vitro fertilization process of the human

embrvo fertilized in vitro for transfer to the buman uterus shall be subject to

criminal prosecution except in cases where acts were made with criminal
v

neglicence as defined in R.S. 14:12. or specific or general criminal intent as
v

defined in R.S, 14:10.

B. All civil matters brought against any_qualified healthcare provider

shall be brought in accordance with the procedures provided by the Louisiana

v
Medical Malpractice Act, R.S. 40:1231.1 et seq. Any civil matter brought

against a nonqualified healthcare provider shall be subjected tfo civil Liability

based upen the applicable standard of care.

§133. Inheritance rights

Inheritance rights will not flow to the in vitro fertilized ovum human
embryo as a juridical person, unless the in vitro fertilized ovum human embrvo
develops into an unborn child that is bom in a live birth, or at any other time when
rights attach to an unborn child in accordance with law. As a juridical person, the
embryo or child bom as a result of in vitro fertilization and in vitro fertilized ovam
human embrvo donation to another coupte person does not retain its inheritance
rights from the in vitro fertilization patients or a donor of gametes used in the in vitro

fertilization process, unless the donor is a person from whom the child could
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SB NO. 156 ENROLLED

otherwise inherit under laws of succession notwithstanding the in vitro fertilization

process. S/
Section 2. R.S. 9:125 is hcre%/yéepealcd.
AN Y

/ PRESDENF O THE SENATE
lf' g

f/ /!% A e

/’ SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
f/ " GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session

. HOUSE BILL NO. 693 (Substitute for House Bill No, 596 by Representative Wright)

 BY REPRESENTATIVES WRIGHT AND BEAULLIEU

La. State Law insiitute
PRINTER'S COPY
NO ENT&

Classitiostian___ RS 1

T eops peS -2, G186 ANACT g

:154(A)(18) and R.S., 18 1482, 1483(1), kz)(a), (4), (6)(a) and

To amend and reenact R.
(b), (9)(=), (b)(i), (), (d)(ii) and (iii), (10), (12), (15)(a), (b;iu), (c), and (d), (16),
(17), (19), (22), and (24), 1484(introductory paragraph)f (2) and (3), 1485(E),
1486(A), (B), and (C)(1) and (2)(introductory paragraph) ?f{d (d), the heading of Part
IT of Chapter 11 of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Sfatutes of 1950, 1491.1(A),
(B)(3), and (D), 1491.2, 1491.3(A), 1491.4, 1491 .S(Aé, (B)(1), (2), and (3), (E), and
(H) through (1), 1491.6(A), (B)(mtroductory”f paragraph), (C)(introductory
paragraph), (1)(a), and (2), (D), (E)(mtroductoryéaragraph), (G), and (1), 1491.7(A),
(B)l (4)(a) and (b), (5) through (8), (10), (13); (14),(18), and (22), and (C), 1491.8,
14952, 1495.3(B)(1) and (2)(mtrod!ig{ory paragraph) and (a) and (E),
1495.4(C)(introductory paragraph) axfef ;(1)(3) and (2) and (D)(1) and (3)(a),
1495.5(B)(3) and (9) and (C), 1495. 6’”{?1501 1, 1501.3(C)(introductory paragraph),
1505.2(A)(1), (B), (C), (D)(3)(b)(x§( and (¢), (4), and (5), (F), (G), ()(1)(b) and (c),
(2)(a)(introductory paragraph),Ké)(r)(mtroductory paragraph), (¢), (¢), (f) and (g),
(3)(a)(ii) through (vii) and () through (d), and (5), (IX(1), (2), (4). (5X(a), (b)(i1), and
(¢) through (e}, (6), and (pfj(l), (X), (L)(2) and (4), (M), (OX(1), (P), (QX1), (2), and
(3)(@)(), and (R)(2) an ;)(a)(i), 1505.2.1(A), (D), and (E), 1505.3(B) and (D)(1 ()
and (2)(a)(i) and (b)ntroductory paragraph) and (ii), 1505.4(A)(1), (2)(a), and (3)

and (B), 1505.5(B) and (C)(1), 1505.6(A) through (C), 1511.2(B), 1511.4(A)(2)(h)
and (@), (€)1 gnd (2)(introductory paragraph), and (D), 1511.4.1(C)3), and
1511.5(A)(1 and (B), to enact R.S. 18:1483(9)(d)(v), (15)(b)(iii) and (iv), and (25)
through (32), 1491.1(B)(5)(d) and (), 1491.6(J), 1491.6.1, 1491.9, 1501.3(G),
1505.20)(2)(h) and (1)(8), 1511.2(D) and (E), 151 1.4(C)(2)(f) and (3), and 1511 4.2,

and/to repeal R.S. 18:1486(C)(1) and (2)(d), 1505.2(N), and 1511.3(B), relative to
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~ through(J), 1491.6(A)

HB NO. 693 ENROLLED

the revision of the system of laws related to electio “campaign finance; to provide

for the Campaign Finance Disclosure Act; to estabiis%x leadership committees and

;
provide authorizations and restrictions related there;to; to provide for the many

J
- ) - - + ? 13 - -
various duties and requirements of committees, n}fcludmg political committees,

principal campaign committees, subsidiary commigtees, independent expenditure-
‘
only committees, and leadership committees; to prcgvide for contributions; to provide
H
for contribution limits; to provide for contributions made to or by a political party;
i

#J
to provide for expenditures; to provide for limitations on expenditures; to provide for
;
reporting requirements; to provide for contriputions, expenditures, and reporting

related to closed party primary elections; to ;gi,'ovide for joint fundraising efforts and
H
agreements; to provide for foreign nationals; to provide for the powers and duties of

£

the Supervisory Committee on Camp%;fgn Finance Disclosure; to provide for
i

investigations conducted by and penaitf;s issued by the supervisory committee; to
repeal provisions related to the regulaﬁon of contributions and expenditures related
to proposition elections; to pro?de for loans; to provide for coordinated
expenditures; to provide for exce s contributions; to provide an exception to the
Code of Governmental Ethics §far persons contracting with, employed by, or
volunteering fora gubematoriaf transition or inauguration; to provide for definitions
and terminology; and to pcm{de for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of/Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 18:1482, 1483(1), (2)(a), (4), (6)(2) and (b}, (9)(@), (b)(i), (¢), (d)(ii)

I and (iii), (10), (12), (16), (17)/(19), (22), and (24), 1484(introductory paragraph), (2) and

-~ (3), 1485(E), 1486(A), (B),

of Part II of Chapter 11 of/Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1930, 1491.1(A),

d (C)(1) and (2)(introductory paragraph) and (d), the heading

(B)(3), and (D), 1491.2,/1491.3(A), 1491.4, 1491.5(A), (BX1), (2), and (3), (E), and (H)

Yintroductory paragraph), (C)(introductory paragraph), (1)(a), and

| (2), (D), (E(introductory paragraph), (G), and (I), 1491.7(A), (B)/(4)(a) and (b), (5) through
L ®, 10), (13),
(2)(introductory/paragraph) and (a) and (E), 1495.4(C)(1)(a) and (2) and (D)(1) and (3)(a),

4), (18), and (22), and (C), 1491.8, 14952, 1495.3(B)(1) and

1495.5(B)(5)/ and (9) and (C), 1495.6, 1501.1, 1501.3(C)(introductory paragraph),
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' required by this Act using the forms offered by the supervisory committee on the effective

~ or other persory'required to file reports pursuant to this Act in violation of the Campaign

HB NO. 693 /9%‘" ENROLLED

Section 3, R.S. 9;1 Sﬂfm}l@Sﬂﬂ”gﬁereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

e

§154. Presumptions of abandonment

A. Property is presumed abandoned if it is unclaimed by the apparent owner
during the time set forth below for the particular property for the following:

* * *
_ v

(18) Checks drawn on a campaign account pursuant to R.S. 18:1505.2 for the
return of campaign contributions made in excess of contribution limits, six twelve
months from the date of the check if not negotiated.

* * ES / ]
o

Section 4. R.S. 18:1486(C)(1) and (2)(d), 1505.2(N), and 151 1.3(8)5:are hereby

/

;‘{)
repealed in their entirety. £
y
£
Section 5. The Louisiana State Law Institute is authorized andfdirected to arrange

in alphabetical order and renumber the definitions contained in R.S.{fS: 1481and to correct

£
any cross-references to the renumbered paragraphs if necesﬁty, consistent with the

([Acke 2025, No. 299]

£

isi f this Act. ; -
provisions of this [ﬁc}{*’; Z% N, ;ﬂ%}

Section 6. The provisions of Section 2 of this Act ‘shall supersede those same
/
)
provisions of Section [ of this Act and those same proyisions of Act No. 1 of the 2024 First —
£

PRovIConsCaJoTe @ RS 1200 49

i/ £ o
£ % :
Extraordinary Session of the Legislature of Loujsi?ﬁa and Act No. 640 of the 2024 Regular é >
:;f -
Session of the Legislature of Louisiana upon ‘Athgvc;ffective date of Act 640 of the 2024 %
Regular Session of the Legisiature of Louisjéa._
Section 7. The Supervisory Cgémittee on Campaign Finance Disclosure shall
prepare updated forms and instructi ﬂs/ and explanations for the completion of such forms ;
yLACHE 2025, No. 39¢ ] e
in compliance with this Act’as provided in R.S. 18:1511.3 no later than January 15, 2026. o
All committees, candidates, algéf other persons required to file reports with the supervisory ‘i«
' o0

committee pursuant to the gr"{)visions of this Act may file reports containing the information

date of this Act until $uch forms have been updated as provided in this Section. Until such

forms have been updated, the supervisory committee shall not find a candidate, committee,
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's

Finance Disclosure Act for failure té file any information required by this Act but not
i
provided for on the forms offered by t;ie supervisory committee on the effective date of this

Act,

L DA 225, 1o, 779

Section 8.(A) Section 2 of ;"thls Act shall become effective upon the effective date
of Act No. 640 of the 2024 Regu:l@r Session of the Legislature of Louisiana.

{B) This Section and Sgﬁ;ions 1,3,4,5, 6, and 7 of this Act shall become effectivé
upon signature of this Act by tl;é governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration
of the time for bills to becom; law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article
III, Section 18 of the Cons?'{ution of Louisiana. If this Act is vetoed by the governor and
subsequently approved byg' ¢ legislature, this Section and Sections 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 of this

Act shall become eﬁectif; on the day following such approval.

APPROVED:= o £ 27, P

/) MJ&/’»"@ 2&1‘ z'@;fl"”

U
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 ACT 411

2025 Regular Session

ENROLLED

. HOUSE BILL NO. 617

BY REPRESENTATIVES CARVER, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAMBURG, BERAULT,

10
I3
12
13
14
15
16
17

BILLINGS, BOYER, BRAUD, BRYANT, CHENEVERT, COATES, COX,
CREWS, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, EDMONSTON, FIRMENT, FISHER,
FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, HEBERT, HENRY, HILFERTY, JACKSON, MIKE
JOHNSON, KERNER, LACOMBE, MACK, MCMAKIN, MELERINE, MOORE,
NEWELL, OWEN, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, STAGNIL, TAYLOR, THOMPSON,
WALTERS, WILDER, WRIGHT, AND WYBLE AND SENATORS BASS,
BOUDREAUX, CATHEY, CLOUD, CONNICK, HENRY, MCMATH, MILLER,
MIZELL, MYERS, REESE, SELDERS, AND WHEAT

La. Etate Law institute

P?ENTER’S coryY
Ecits To:_/tLL Pgs.
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AN ACT

To amend and reenactChxldrensCodeAﬁicles 509(B)(1), 512(BX(1), 522(AX2), 1269.3(F),

1270(B), (E), and (F), 1271(A), 1273, 1283.2(H), 1285.2(H), and 1519, Code of

‘Bvidence Article 902(10), R.S. 6:333(F)(14), R.S.9:315.16(A), 315.40(1) and (3),

399.1(A)and (F)(3) and (4), and 406(B)(2) and (C)(2), R 5. 11:441.1(F), R 5. 13:998
(B) and (EX1) and (3), 1141(3)_%11& (EX1) and (3), 1414(B) and (E)(1) and (3),
4291B)(1), and 51082, R.S. 15:587(AYD(@) and (b), 587.1(D), and 587.5(A)(4),
RS, 17:192.1(AX1)(a) and (3), R.S. 23:1605(A)(4), R.S. 3633(7), 8E))A), 9(C),
471@ and (CYD), 472(A),;.475.1(B) and (C), 476, and 477, R.S. 40:34.5(E),

46.12(D) and (F), and 1=061.14(B)(3)(b)(i), R.S. _4§é:‘111(A)(8)-, R.s.._._zg::ss, R.S.

:455'51(introductory pafégraph), 51.3, 233.1(C)(introductory paragraph) and

{(D)(introductory pa_ré:lgraph), 236.1.1(3), 236.1.4(E), 236.1.8(D), 236.3(A)2),
236.10(A), 236.11(C), 236.12(B)(1), 236.14(D)(1)(introductory paragraph),
236.15(A)(1), 2_36. 16,238(B), (C), (D), (E)(introductory paragraph) and (7), and (F),
281, ‘ 1002(A), (B)(Gntroductory paragraph), and (C), and 2136.2(F), R.S.
47:299.11(1), 299.41(B), 463.112(C), and 9027(C)(10)(introductory paragraph) and

(c),and R.S. 51:1442(4) and to repeal R S. 36:474(A)(11) and (G) and 477(B)(2) and
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R.S. 46:51(2) and (14) and 233.1(A) and (B), relative to the organization of the
Department of Children and Family Services; te“create the office of child support

and the office of child welfare; to elimi "ﬁe the office of children and family

services; to transfer the duties of certain offices within the Department of Children
and Family Services; to remeve outdated provisions; and to provide for related

matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. £hildren's Code Articles 509(B)(1), S12(B)(1), 522(A)2), 1269.3(F),

1270(B), (E),4nd (F), 1271(A), 1273, 1283.2(H), 1285.2(H), and 1519 are hereby amended

and ree facted to read as follows:
Art. 509. Development of interagency protocols; drafting committee membership;
meetings; compliance deadline

* # *

B. Ata minimum, each committee shall include the following members:

(1) A representative of the office of chitdrenand—famity-services; child

welfare, Department of Children and Family Services.

# * *

Art. 512. Composition of the multidisciplinary investigative team
* * &
B. Governmental entities that have responsibilities imposed by law for the
investigation of child abuse include:

(1) The office of childrerrand family-services; child welfare. Department of
Children and Family Services.
# % *
Art. 522. Applicability
A. A child advocacy center is established and becomes subject to the
provisions of this Chapter when all of the following have been accomplished:
* * *
(2) An agreement to use the services of a child advocacy center has been

executed by representatives of the district attorney, the office of chitdrenrand-famity
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chitdren-and-family; office of child support. Department of Children and Family
Services, introduced as evidence in any child or spousal support proceeding. "Field

officer” means any person designated or authorized as a field officer pursuant to the

provisions of R.S. 46:236.1.8. ’ﬂ)m«”‘“

Section 3. R.S. 6:333(F)(14) is hereby amended-amdTeeiiactad to read as follows:

§333. Disclose of nancial records; reimbursement of costs
* % *

F. The following disclosures by a bank or any affiliate arc hereby
specifically authorized and, except as otherwise provided in this Subsection, nothing
in this Section shall prohibit, restrict, or otherwise apply to:

* * *

(14) The disclosure by a bank or any affiliate of data match information on
an individual to the secretary of the Department of Children and Family Services; or
his designee in the office of childrenrand-famity-services; child support enforcenent
section; for use in attempting to establish, modify, or enforce a child support
obligation of such individual. Such disclosure to the department shall be limited to
the name, record address, social security or taxpayer identification number, and an
average daily account balance for the most recent thirty-day period, of a noncustodial
parent who maintains an account at such institution and who owes past-due support
as identified by the state by name and social security or taxpayer identification
number. The disclosure authorization provided for in this Paragraph shall apply to

all co-owners listed on the applicable account.

,,/:*""w
. P
Section 4. R.S. 9:315.16(A), 315.40(1) and.(3):-399.1(A) and (F)(3) and (4), and

e

i

406(B)(2) and e hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§315.16. Review of guidelines
v
A. The guidelines set forth in this Part shall be reviewed by the legislature
not less than once every four years. A review of the guidelines shall take place in

2012 and every four years thereafter, and it shall be the responsibility of the office

of children—and—famity—services; child support, enforcement—sectionr—of—the
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Department of Children and Family Services, and the Louisiana District Attormeys
Association, in consultation with the child support review committee provided in
Subsection B of m\;;Section, to obtain all information required to comply with the
provisions of 42 U.S.C. gg?(a) and present the same to the legislature sixty days
prior to the beginning of the 2008 Regular Session of the Legislature and every four

years thereafter,

§315.40. Definitions

:—;f? As used in this Subp\al/xt:

(1) "Administrator” means the administrator assistant secretary of the child

Sﬁppmmmm;ofﬂwofthﬂdrmnd—fmnm office of child

support, Department of Children and Family Services.

* * *
(3) "Department" means the Department of Children and Family Services,

office of childrenand-famity-services child support.

* * *

§399.1. Dismissal of final order following judgment of paternity; time periods;

procedure; effects

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a judgment establishing
paternity may be set aside or vacated by the adjudicated father of a child, the child,
the mother of the child, or the legal representative of any of these persons. The
proceeding shall be instituted by ordinary process in a court of competent
jurisdiction and service shall be made upon the office of chitdrenand—famity
services; child support, enforcement-sectiomofthe Department of Children and
Family Services, if services are being provided by the department. .The burden of
proof shall be upon the party seeking to set aside or vacate the judgment of paternity.
The proceeding shall be brought within a two-year period commencing with the date
on which the adjudicated father knew or should have known of a judgment that

established him as the father of the child or commencing with the date the
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adjudicated father knew or should have known of the existence of an action to

adjudicate the issue of paternity, whichever is first.

W * *

% * *

(3) The judgment dismissing an established order of support shall be served

upon the office of childrenand-family-services; child support, enforcenment-section
ofthe Department of Children and Family Services, if services are being provided

by the department.

(4) Neither the state of Louisiana, its officers, employees, agents,

contractors, nor the office of chitdremr—and—famity—services; child support,
enforcement-sectionof the Department of Children and Family Services shall be

liable in any case to compensate any person for child support paid or for any other
costs as a result of the judgment setting aside or vacating the judgment of paternity
or support entered in accordance with this Section.

* * *

§406. Revocation of authentic act; with and without cause; procedure

* * *

(2) The petitioner shall institute the annulment proceeding by ordinary
process in a court of competent jurisdiction upon notice to the other party who
executed the notarial act of acknowledgment and other necessary parties including
the office of childrenmrand-family-services; child support, exforcement-sectionof-the

Department of Children and Family Services.

* *® *

(2) Neither the state of Louisiana, its officers, employees, agents,

contractors, nor the office of childrer—and—family—services; child support,
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enforcement-sectionof-the Department of Children and Family Services shall be
liable to compensate any person for child support paid or any other costs as a result
of the revocation of any authentic act of acknowledgment or the annulment of any

judgment of paternity or support in accordance with this Section,
* * * /
Section 5. R.S. 11:441.1(F) is hereb : d"[‘or/eaﬁ follows:

§441.1. Early Retirement and Payroll Reduction Act of 2006

* * #

F. Notwithstanding any other provision of law or of this Section to the
contrary, the provisions of this Section which eliminate vacated positions shall not
be applicable to any positions of the Department of Children and Family Services,
office of chitdremrand—famity-services; child support enforeement-section; or to
Department of Public Safety and Corrections security officers or probation and

parole officers; or to any positions of the LSU health care services division.

* * *

i

Section 6. R.S. 13:998(B) and(EX(1) and é‘};ﬁfi‘M(B) and (E)(1) and (3), 1414(B)

and (E)(1) and (3), 4291(3)_(1};-3:‘;’1& 5.‘108.2 arc hereby amended and reenacted to read as

follows;,.~~

§998. Nonrefundable fee; assessment and disposition

* % *

B. The clerks of the respective district courts, within thirty days of the close

v
of each fiscal year, shall remit all funds collected pursuant to this Section to be

deposited in the state treasurer's account for credit to a special statutorily dedicated
o -~
o i
fund account after meeting the requirements of Article VII, Section 9 of the
P
(R
Constitution of Louisiana. The monies in this account shall be invested by the statc

treasurer in the same manner as monies in the state general fund, and interest earned

on the investment of these monies shall be credited to the account following
-

v
compliance with the requirement of Article VII, Section %(B) of the Constitution of

(/“"
Louisiana, relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund. Disbursement of

funds shail be made by the officeof children-and-famity-services-imthe Departrnent
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Jés cAS 202, No. 411}
Section 19. This Act shall become effective only if the Act which originated as

[Mf ¢ 2025, Ng #7577 .
House Bill No, 624 of this 2025 Regular Session of the Legzslamre isenacted. If House Bill

No. 624 is enacted then:
(A) Sections 1 through 9 and 11 through 18 of thié Act shall become effective on
October 1, 2027,

(B) Section 10 of this Act shall become effective on October 1, 2025.

APPROVED
yd
s

S/

Page 37 of 37

CODING: Words in struck-through type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.




10
11
12
13
14
13
16
17
18

To enact R.S

ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

. HOUSE BILL NO. 56

BY REPRESENTATIVES HORTON, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAYHAM, BILLINGS,

BUTLER, CREWS, DEVILLIER, DICKERSON, EMERSON, FIRMENT, MIKE
JOHNSON, JACOB LANDRY, MELERINE, OWEN, THOMPSON, VENTRELLA,
WILDER, WILEY, AND WYBLE AND SENATORS BARROW, BASS,

g?&dgNDS, FESLHENRY,MIGUEZ, PRESSLY, SEABAUGH, SELDERS, AND

L.a. $tate Law institute
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NO EDITS
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TNOTE G 2

AN ACT

114, relative to displaying the flag of the United .',-,; to prohibit certain
restrictions on displaying the flag of the United Stat (e vide for civil relief for
violations; to provide for an exception; to pro fide for applicability; and to provide
for related matters. ..
Be it enacted by the Legislaturs.o 1
Section 1. . 5-0:1114 is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§1114. Freedom to display the flag of the United States

A. Notwithstanding any covenant, declaration, contractual provision, lease,

or rental asreement. no planned community, condominium association. or lessor

shall adopt or enforce any provision outlawing or restricting an individual from
displaving a removable. portable flap of the United States,

B. Nothiny in this Section shall prevent a planned community. condominium
association, or lessor from adopting or enforcing reasonable provisions as to the size.

time. place, and manner of displaving the flag of the United States.

C. Injunctive relief shall be available when a violation of this Section occurs.

In the event that injunctive relief is eranted. court costs and reasonable attornev {ees

shall also be made available.
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Section 2. The provisions of thig Act shall be given prospective applicﬁtion only to

 any new covenant, declaration, contragtual provision, lease or rental agreement constructed

| Pote 7070 nin 3 oy
1 JICTE 20X N, 724 ofF Gl v oo
- after the effective date of this Ac\.i L {:,; Ne. 22 *, €Ff . ‘ij f IDLS g
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SENATE BILL NO. 35

BY SENATOR PRICE (On Recommendation of the Louisiana State Law Institute)

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. State Law Institute
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AN ACT

To amend and reenact Section 3 of Chapter 3 of Title IV of Book II of the Civi ode, to be

comprised of Civil Code Arts. 689 through 696, to enact Chapter 36 Code Title IV

of Code Book II of Title 9 of the Louisiana Revised Staf es of 1950, to be

ivil Code Art. 696.1, relative

comprised of R.S,9¥1281 through 1289, and to repeal

to legal servitudes; to provide for rights of passagé; to provide for enclosed estates;

to provide for utility servitudes, to providefor constructions; to provide for location;

provide for indemnification; and to provide for

to provide for compensation; to
related matters, ..
Be it enacted by the Legis]a of Louisiana:
Section I. S¢ on 3 of Chapter 3 of Title IV of Book I of the Civil Code, comprised
of Civil e -'“. 689 through 696, is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
SECTION 3. RIGHT OF PASSAGE
Art. 689, Enclosed estate; right of passage

A. The owner of an estate that has no access to a public road er-utitity may

claim a right of passage over neighboring property to the nearest public road or

utitity. He The owner is bound to compensate his the neighbor for the right of

passage acquired and-to-indemmify-his-neighbor-for-the-danmage-he-may-occaston.

B. The right to demand compensation from the owner of the enclosed
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Coding: Words which are struck-through are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.



26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37
38

39
40
41
42

SB NO. 35 ENROLLED

indemnifv the owner of the servient estate for anv damage caused by the

exercise of the right of passage,

B. The right for to demand indemnity against the owner of the enclosed

estate may be-tost become barred by prescription. The accrual of this prescription

has no effect on the right of passage.

Revision Comments — 2025 ,
Fhis
(a) This revision does not change the law. The reguirement to indemnify
one's neighbor for any damage caused by the exercise of/the right of passage was
previously located in Article’689 but has been moved to*Article to clarify that
7 the right for indemnification applies to all rights of passage acquired under this
Cecton Astiele, including rights of passage acquired under Articles 689 and 694.

(b) The indemnity required under Article 696/1s for damage caused to the
servient estate due to the cxsrcise of the s¢rvitude. See Yiannopoulos, 4 La. Civ. L.
Treatise, Predial Servitudes’§5:15 (2013). Damages may be caused to the servient
estate in the construction of works built By the owner of the enclosed estate or the

owner's use of the servitude. Fhi ¢
(c) Indemnification for damages is distinct from the compensation required
in Article 689. Whereas compensation under Articlé689 is the fair market value of
the right of passage, the amount of the indemnity is fixed in light of the damage
occasioned to the servient estate, See, e.g., Dickerson v, Coon, 71 So. 3d 1135 (La.
App. 2 Cir. 2011) (discussing ths,removal of timber to build a right of passage);
Robertson v. Arledge, 328 So. 3d 551 (La. App. 2 Cir. 2021) (discussing the forced
relocation and replacement of deer stands). If the owner of the servient estate cannot
prove damage resulting from the exercise of the servitude, no indemnity may be

owed. See Alternus v. Boudreaux, 184 So” 3d 142 (La. App. 3 Cir. 2015).
Py

b

o5F the Louisiana

Section 2. Chapter 3 of Code Title IV of Code Book “Title
Revised Statutes of 1950, comprised of R.S8-9:1281 through 1289, is hereby enacted to read

CHAPTER 3. UTILITY SERVITUDES

§1281. Definition

S
As used in this Chapter, 2 utility is a service, such as clectricity, water,

sewer, gas. telephone, cable, and power and communication networks, of the

kind commonly used in the operation of an ordinarv household, whether the

service is provided to a household or business.

Revision Comments - 2025

(a) This revision does not change the law but simply relocates existing law
on utility servitudes from the Civil Code to the Revised Statutes. The only utilities
for which a servitude may be claimed under this Chapter are those of the nature
described in this Section. A utility of the nature described in this Section may,
however, be claimed for any type of dominant estate regardless of whether it is used
for residential, agricultural, or commetcial purposes.

(b) The reference to an "ordinary household" does not mean that only an
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estate on which an ordinary household is located is entitled to a utility servitude, nor
that the utility may be used only for household purposes.

§1282, Estate having no access to utilitv: utility servitude

A. The owner of an estate that has no access to a utility mav claim a

utility servitude over neichboring propnerty to the nearest utilitv, The owner of

the dominant estate is bound to compensate the neighbor for the wutilitv

servitude acquired.

B. The right to demand compensation from the owner of the dominant

estate may become barred by prescription. The acerual of prescription has no

effect on the utility servitude due to the owner of the dominant estate.

Revision Comments — 2025

(a) A utility servitude is a predial servitude and regulated by application of
the rules governing predial servitudes to the extent that their application is
compatible with the rules governing a utility servitude.

(b} A utility servitude is based on the rules governing a right of passage for
an enclosed estate in Civil Code Alticle 689 et seq. To the extent applicable, the
Civil Code articles on enclosed estates and jurisprudence interpreting those articles
may be applied by analogy to a utility servitude.,

51283, Extent of the utility servitude

The utility servitude shall be limited fo the rights reasonably necessary

to provide the utility to the dominant estate. The burden imposed on the

servient estate shall not be substantiallv different from that required to provide

the utility te an ordinarv household.

Revision Comments — 2025

A utility servitude may be claimed regardless of whether the dominant estate
is used for residential, agricultural, or commercial purposes. The burden imposed
upon the servient estate in any case cannot, however, be substantially different from
the burden necessary to provide the utility to an ordinary household. See R.S.

/9:1281.

$1284. Necessary works

The owner of the dominant estate may construct on the location of the

atilitv servitude the works that are reasonably necessary for the exercise of the

servitude. The works shall be constructed. maintained. and operated in a

manner that reasonably minimizes hazards posed by the servitnde.

Revision Comments — 2025
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(@) This Section permits the owner of the dominant estate to construct upon
the servient estate the works that are reasonably necessary to the exercise of the
utility servitude. Because of the limitations imposed by R.S. 9:1281 #nd 1283,
however, those works cannot be substantially different from the works that would
be required to provide the utility to an ordinary household.

(b) This Section does not require the owner of the dominant estate to
construct the works on the servient estate. The owner may execute a juridical act
granting to a third person, such as a utility provider, the right to enter upon the
servient estate for the purpose of constructing or maintaining the necessary works,
but the juridical act may not grant the third person any rights greater than those
enjoyed by the owner of the dominant estate.

§1285, Location of the utility servitude

The owner of the dominant estate may not demand the lecation of the

utility servitude anvwhere that the owner chooses. The location of the utiliry

servitude generallv shall be taken along the shortest route that is the least

injurious to the servient estate and intervening lands,

Revision Comments — 2025

{2) In determining the extent to which a Jocation is injurious to the servient
estate and intervening lands, consideration should be given to whether the location
causes a significant threat to the safety of the operations on the servient estate,
unreasonably interferes with the enjoyment of the servient estate, interferes with
natural or man-made impediments on the servient estate, or imposes unreasonable
costs on the owner of the dominant estate or the utility provider. Courts may also
consider whether it would be less injurious to the servient estate to place a utility
servitude at the location of other existing servitudes, including other utility
servitudes,

(b) In determining the location of the utility servitude, this Section recognizes
that there may be multiple estates, or intervening lands, that could serve as the
servient estate, all of which may allow an equidistant utility servitude to the public
road. In such a case, the court must determine which estate will be the servient estate
and where on that estate the servitude will be located. In both instances, the court
should ensure that the shortest route that is the least injurious is selected.

§1286. Voluntary loss of utility_access

If an estate loses access to a utility as a result of a voluntary act of its

wner, the neighbors are not bound to furnish a utility servitude to the owner

owner, e nel

or the owner's successors.

Revision Comments — 2025

(a) The owner of an estate deprives himself of access to a utility only if the
estate had access to that utility at the time of the alienation that caused the estate to
lose access. Thus, the preclusion of this Section does not apply unless the utility
actually existed before the estate became enclosed, and the estate had access to the
utility at the time of the alienation.

(b) The utility servitude is based on the rules governing a right of passage for
an enclosed estate in Civil Code Article 689. An estate may, however, lose access
to a utility while having aceess to a public road. For this Section to apply, the estate
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must lose access to a utility as a result of a voluntary act of its owner.

11287, Voluntary alienation or partition

A. When in the case of judicial partition, or a voluntarv alienation of an

estate or a part thereof, property alienated or partitioned loses access to a

utilitv, a utilitv servitude shall be furnished gratuitously to the owner and the

owner's successors even if it is not the location that otherwise would be selected

v
in accordance with R.S. 9:1285. and even if the act of alienation or partition

does not mention a utility servitude.

B. In the case of judicial partition. a utility servitude shall be furnished

by the owner of the land on which the utility servitude was previously exercised.

In the case of a voluntary alienation, a utility servitude shall be furnished on the

estate whose owner caused the enclosure,
Revision Comments - 2025

(a) Rules of statutory construction require that words used in the singular
number include the plural. See R.S. “1:7. An estate could lose access to a utility due
to a voluntary alienation of multiple estates or a partition involving multiple co-
owners, such that a utility servitude must be furnished gratuitously over multiple
estates whose owners caused the enclosure.

(b) The utility servitude i is ! based on the rules governing a right of passage for
an enclosed estate in Civil Code “Article 689, An estate may, however, lose access
to a utility while having access to a public road. For this Astiele to apply, the estate
must lose access to a utility as a result of a partition or ahenataon of the estate or a

part thereof.

§1288. Relocation of the utility servitude

The owner of the dominant estate has no right to the reloeation_of the

i
i

\ Coction

utility servitude after it is fixed. The owner of the servient estate has the richt

to demand relocation of the utility servitude to 2 more convenient place at his

own_expense, provided that the new location is equally convenient to the

dominant estate.

§1289. Indemnity

A. The owner of a doeminant estate having a uiility servitude under this

v
Chapter is bound to indernifv the owner of the servient estate for anv damage

caused bv the exercise of the servitude.

B. The right to demand indemnity against the owner of the dominant
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estate may become barred by prescription. The accrual of prescription has no

effect on the utility servitude. O/

Section 3. Civil Code Art. 696.1 is hereby repealed s entirety,

APPROVED: ansude.,

Yo i
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AN ACT

717.4, relative to the duty of care when co cting with minors; to
establish a duty of care for a covered platform; to provide for definitions; to provide
for exceptions; to provide limitations on ho g ts interact with minors on covered
platforms; to provide for penalties: tg ride for an effective date; and to provide

for related matters,

Be it enacted by the Legislat(

Section 1. KCS. 9:2717.4 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2717.4. Kids Online Protection and Anti-Grooming Act

A. This Section shall be known and mav be cited as_the "Kids Online

Protection and Anti-Grooming Act".
B. For purposes of this Section:

(1) “Connect" means the linking, associating, or interacting of user accounts
between an adult and a minor on a covered platform, including but not limited to

subscribing or friending.
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(2)a) "Covered platform” means an online platform. online video game,
messaging application, or video streaming service that accesses the internet and is

used by a minor.

(b) "Covered platform” shall not include anv of the followine:

(i}_An entitv acting in its capacitv as a provider of a common carrier service

subject to the Communications Act of 193?\ ?:7 U.8.C. 151 et seqy J.j/

CF R ii) _An entity providing broadband internet access service as defined in 47
€FR:-54.400.

(iii)_An entity actine in its capacily as a provider of an email service.

(iv} _An entity actine in its capacity_as a teleconferencing or video

conferencine service that allows reception and transmission of audio or video signals
for real-time communication provided that the service is not an online platform and

the real-time communication is initiated by using a unigue link or identifier to

facilitate access.

such a service provided through short messaving service or multimedia messaging
service protocols that is not a component of or linked to an online platform and

where the exclusive function is direct messagine consisting of the transmission of

texts, photos, or videos that are sent by electronic means. where messages_are
transmitted from the sender to a recipient.

(vi)_A nonprofit corporation.

(vi1} Any school.

(viii} A public library,

(ix) A news or sports coveraze website or application where the inclusion

of video, image, or other visual content on the website or application is related
primarily to the website or application's own gathering, reporting. or publishing of

news content or sports coverage and the website or application is not otherwise an

online platform.

(x)_A product or service that primarilv functions as business-to-business

software. such as cloud storage. file sharing. or a file collaboration service.
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(xi) A virtual private network or similar service that exists predominantly to

route internet traffic between locations,
10iie internet tratfic befween locations,

(xit) A federal. state. or local government with an internet domain

(xiii) A video Streaming service that consists primarily of entertainment or
other_information or content that is not user-generated or user-uploaded. but is

preselected by the provider. and either requires users to revister with a method of

pavment or does not permit users to interact sociallv with each other.

(xiv) Platforms that primarilv provide carecr networking and professional

development opportunities.

m}@i"Minor" means an account holder on the covered platform who resides

in this state under circumstances where the covered platform reasonably believes or

has actual knowledeoe that the account holder is under the age of sixteen and is not

emancipated or married.

(o ) : . X ) )
( ) (4%(a) _"Online platform" means any public website. online service. online

application. or mobile application that predominantly provides a community forum

for user-penerated content, such as sharing videos, images. games, audio files. or

other content. including a social media service. social network. or virtual reality

environment.

(b) A website, online service, onling application. or mobile application is not

an online platform solelv on the basis that it includes a chat, comment_ or other

interactive function that is incidental to its predominant purpose.

(’7) ‘Online video game” means a video game, includine an educational

video same, that accesses the internet and allows the user to do any of the following:

(a} Create and upload content that is not incidental to game play such as

character or level designs.

(b} Eneace in microtransactions within the came.
{¢) Communicate with other users.

2
(,()5)( a) "Microtransaction” means any of the following:

(1) A purchase made in an online video game involving surprise mechanics.

new characters. or other in-pame items.
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(1) A _purchase made usine a virtual currency that s purchasable or

redeemable using cash or credit that is included as part of a paid subscription service.

(i) Any purchase or transfer of virtual currency on a covered platform,

(b)_The term shall not include a purchase made in an online video vame

using a virtual currency that is earned throuch vame plav and is not otherwise

purchasable or_redeemable usine cash or credit or included as part of a paid

subscription service,

.
(s
"Nonprofit corporation” means anv organization organized on a not-for

-profit basis under the provisions of Chapter/HJof Title 12 of the Louisiana Revised

Statutes of 1950.

(8) "Precise geolocation" means information_derived from technolouy.,

including but not limited to global positioning svstem level latitude and longitude

coordinates or other mechanisms. that directly identify the specific location of a

natural person with precision and accuracy within a radius of one thousand seven

hundred fifty feet. The provisions of this definition shall not extend to the content

of communications.

v
(9) "School" means any child daveare center as defined inR.S, 17:407 33,

any public or nonpublic school enrolling students in prekinderparten through prade

twelve, any institution upder the manacement and supervision of a public

postsecondary education management board. anv nonnublic collese or university,

any program or initiative of the Board of Revents. or anv proprietary school as

v
defined in R.S. 17:3140.1,

{10y "Sexuallv explicit material” shall have the same meaning as provided

v
inR.S. 25:225.

C. _Everv owner or operator of a covered platform who contracts with a

minor. including the creation of an online account, shall owe a duty of care to the

minor. The duty of care shall require the covered platform to take reasonable

measures in the operation of the covered platform to prioritize the privacy of the

minor's account and establish the following default privacy settings for minors:
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{1} Prohibit an adult from connecting to a minor without express consent

from the minor's legal representative,

(2) Prohibit an adult from sendine private or direct messaves to a minor on

a covered platform by video. voice. or messaging. unless the minor is connected to
the adult on the covered platform.

(3)  Prohibit a covered platform from disclosing or sharing the precise

geolocation of a minor with any individual who is not the lepal representative of the
minor or is not a representative of a law enforcement agency authorized by law to

receive that information.

(4) Restrict the visibility of the minor's account to onlv connected accounts.

(5) Allow the leval representative of a minor to choose to be informed via

text. voice, email. through the legal representative's linked account or through the
covered platform's parental control interface within a reasonable time. if anv of the

following occur:

(a) A minor is exposed to sexually explicit material on a covered platform.

{b) A connection is made between a minor and any other user on a covered

platform.

D. A covered platform shall enable the legal representative of a minor whose
account is connected to the account of the minor throuch the covered platform's
parental supervision tools to do the following:

(1) Utilize tools or features to manage the settings of the minor's account on

a covered platform,

(2) View accounts that are connected 1o or blocked from the minor's account.
(3) Block accounts from the minor,

{4) Prohibit or place limits on the minor's ability to make or receive
microtransactions on a covered platform.

E. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section. the leval representative

of a minor may opt out of the protections required in this Section bv providine

express consent to a covered platform,
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F. The default privacv settines required in Subsection (€1 of this Section

may only be modified bv the legal representative of a minor whose account is linked
to the minor's account through the covered platform's parental supervision tools.

G.(1) Any_owner or operator of a covered platform_who violates the

provisions of this Section shall be subiect 1o a civil fine of up to ten thousand dollars

petr violation set and enforced by the attorneyv veneral by filing a civil enforcement

action in a court of competent jurisdiction.

(2)(a) Prior to filing a civil enforcement action, the attornev general shall

provide the owner or operator with a written notice that identifies each alleged
violation and an explanation of the basis for each allegation.

{(b) The owner or operator may _cure the alleced violations by providing the

attorney general. within fortyv-five dayvs of receipt of the notice provided pursuant to

£
Subparagraph (a)‘"éf this Paragraph. a written statement indicatine that the violation

is cured and no further violations will occur.

v
{c) Except as provided in Paracraph (3) of this Subsection. the attornev

general shall not file a civil enforcement action if the owner or operator timely cures
v
the alleged violations as provided by Subparagraph (b} of this Paragraph.
(3) The attorney general mav file a civil enforcement action against an owner

or operator who does either of the following:
{a) Fails to cure a violation afier receiving the written notice described in

w7

Subparauraph (2)(a) of this Subsection.

(b) Commits another violation of the same provision after curine a violation

-
and providing a written statement in accordance with Subparagraph (2)(b) of this

Subsection.

(4).If a court of competent jurisdiction grants judement or injunctive relief
to the attornev veneral. the court shall award the attornev general reasonable attorney

fees. court costs. and investizative costs.

H. All monies received from the pavment of a fine or civil penalty imposed

and collected pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall be used by the attorney
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general for consumer protection enforcement efforts or to promote consumer

protection and education, Q/

Section 2. The provisions of this Act shall become effective June 1, 2026,

.
/]

APPROVED:/%W,; iyt

e 1], 2025
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HOUSE BILL NO. 16

BY REPRESENTATIVES SCHLEGEL, AMEDEE, BERAULT, BUTLER, CARVER,

DAVIS, DEVILLIER, EMERSON, FREIBERG, HORTON, MCFARLAND,
OWEN, TAYLOR, VILLIO, AND WYBLE

AN ACT

793.13, relative to gratuitous donation of medical équipment or supplies;

to provide for a limitation of liability; to provide for gn€xception; and to provide for
related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisi

Section 1. R.S. 9:2793.131s hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2793.13. Gratuitous donation of medical equipment or supplies: Emitation of
liability

Anv nonprofit organization that gratuitously donates medical equipment or

supplies. which are in proper working condition at the time of the donation and have

not been the subject of anv product recall prior to or at the time of the donation. shail

not be liable to any person for anv injury. death. loss, civil penalty. or damage as a

result of the subseauent use of anv donated medical equipment or supplies. unless

the damave or injurv was_ caused by gross neclivence or willful or wanton

misconduct of the nonprofit oreanization or its emplovees and authorized agents.

i

o

rd " .0 e
; ; P

SPEAKER OF HE HOUSE OF

APPROVED: ,f""/ LAY e %WJ
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-+ To amend and reenact R.

.| Beit enacted by the Legislature o

DEVILLIER, DEWITT, DICKERSON, EDMONSTON, EGAN, EMERSON,
FIRMENT, HORTON, MACK, MCCORMICK, OWEN, SCHAMERHORN,
THOMPSON, AND WILDER AND SENATOR EDMONDS

AN ACT

2 2800.12, relative to abortion; to provide of action; to
provide damages; to provide definitions; to provide.e ptions; and to provide for

related matters.

Section 1. RS9 980012 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§2800.12. Liability for yunlawful termination of a pregnancy

A. Anypersormrwhoperformsanrabortionristiable-to-the The mother of the
unborn child forany-damage-occastoned-orprecipitated-by theaborttomwhich shall

have a right and cause of action for damages pursuant to this Section against any

person or entity as providcd:-:hcrcin. who knowingly performs or substantially

*,

facilitates an abortion with the intent to achieve that result. An action survives

pursuant to this Section shall survive for a period of three five years from the date

of discovery of the damage with a peremptive period of ten years from the date of
the abortion.

B. For purposes of this Section:

(1) "Abortion" and "abortion-inducing drug" means—the—deliberate

s torrofam e o fertitizatiomofafemat :
toproduceative birthrortoremoveadeadunbormehitd shall have the same meaning
\/‘“

as provided bv R.S. 14:87.1.

(2) uBamagcﬂ-mcfades—-zH—spccmi—and—gmcrai—dmagcr‘whmh—m

» % »
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LT L5 1 3 :
AULIES T SULICTCO o ——uamages—oceastomned ’Gy the: UUb'Um"Clﬁ}d_Ul“'moﬂ}cr-

1

'Substantially facilitates” means administering, prescribing, dispensing, distributing,
selling. or coordinati ng the sale ofan abortion-inducing drug to a person in this state.
1

Substantiallv facilitates" shall not include administering, prescribing, dispensing.

distributing. selling, or coordinating the sale of medications for legal. therapeutic
purposes under the laws of this state.

(3) "Unborn child" means the unborn offspring of human beings from the
moment of conception through pregnancy and until termination of the pregnancy.
C {4 Fhe-sigmingof formr-by-the-motherpriorto-thesbortiond
: ook 4 i the-risk-oft
S toss-for-which-she- . :
2—The Except as provided in this Section. the laws governing medical

v
malpractice or limitations of liability thereof provided in Title 40 of the Louisiana

Revised Statutes of 1950 are not applicable to this Section. There shall be a
o

rebuttable presumption that medical malpractice law pursuant to R.S. 40:1231.1 et
seq. applies to anv covered healthcare provider licensed to practice in Louisiana and

practicing within the lawful scope of practice in accordance with law.

D._A person entitled to bring an action under this Section mav recover all of
the following damages:

(1) Statutory damages in the amount of not less than one hundred thousand
dollars for the provision of abortion-inducing drues when it is reasonably foreseeable

that the abortion-inducing drugs will be used by or provided to a pregnant woman
for the purpose of inducing an abortion.
(2) Special and peneral damages upon proof of injuries including but not

limited to loss of consortium and emotional distress.

(3) Exemplarv damages upon proof that injuries were caused by a wanton

and reckless disregard for the law or safety of others through intentional acts that

w
performed or substantiallv facilitated an abortion as defined by R.S. 14:87.1.
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{4) Exemplary damaves when the woman upen whom the abortion was

knowingly performed or substantially facilitated was a minor when the defendant
knew or should have known the minor's ave,

{5) Court costs and reasonable attornev fees,
E. The courts shall have personal jurisdiction over any defendant sued under

W
this Section in accordance with R.S. 13:3201.

F. Notwithstanding anv_other law to the contrary. an action under this

Section may not be brought against the following;
(1} The woman upon whom an abortion was performed or substantially

facilitated.

(2) A healthcare provider licensed to practice medicine in this state.

(3) A pharmacist or pharmacy licensed in this state and acting within the
scope of regulations promulgated by the Board of Pharmacy.

G._An individual bringing an action under this Section may proceed using
the initials or pseudonym of the mother of the unborn child and may seek to close

any proceedings in the case or enter other protective orders to preserve the privacy

of the woman upon whom the abortion was performed or substantially facilitated.

H. This Section shall be known and mav be cited as the "Justice for Victims

of Abortion Drug Dealers Act".
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BY SENATOR REESE

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.
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Be it enacted by thé

ANACT

- Ly
S5..9:2800.27, relative to civil actions; to provide felative to

recoverable medical expenses; to provide relative to the amount, illed and the

amount paid in certain circumstances; to provide relative to the lati on of certain
damages; to provide relative to admissible evidence; to B idc relative o certain
definitions; to provide relative to obtaining discov certain circumstances; to
provide relative to admissibility of evidence . provide relative to automobile
liability insurance that provides for medica ayments coverage; to provide relative
to attomey-negotiated write-offs op counts for medical expenses; to provide
relative to write-offs or disc st sprovided by a medical provider; to provide related
to consideration; to pre ide relative to attorney fees; to provide for prospective
application; to D svide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
egislalure of Louisiana:
Secpin 1. R.S, 9:2800.27 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§2800.27. Recoverable past medical expenses; collateral sources; limitations;
evidence

A. For the purpose of this Section:

(1) "Contracted medical provider" means any in-network medical provider
that has entered into a coniract or agreement directly with a health iﬁsurance issuer
or with a health insurance issuer through a network of providers for the provision of

covered healtheare services at a pre-negotiated rate, or any medical provider that has

billed and received payment for covered healthcare services from Medicare when the

provider is a participating provider in those programs.

4 £ 41, < £ 3 b . T b y k V" A ‘Ldt
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33(2) "Cost sharing" means copayments, coinsurance, deductibles, and any
other amounts which have been paid or are owed by the claimant to a medical
provider.

h(3) "Health insurance issuer" means any health insurance coverage through
a policy or certificate of insurance subject to regulation of insurance under state law,
a health maintenance organization, an employer-sponsored health plan, the Office
of Group Benefits, or an equivalent federal or state health plan.

534} "Medical provider" means any healthcare provider, hospital,
ambulance service, or their heirs or assignees,

B. In cases where a claimant's medical expenses have been paid, in whole or
in part, by a health insurance issuer or Medicare to a contracted medical provider,
the claimant's recovery of medical expenses is limited to the amount actually paid
to the contracted medical provider by the health insurance issuer or Medicare, and

any applicable cost sharing amounts paid or owed by the claimant, and not the

M ‘It WO, S & | of 4, 1a P £, PRE ary ] il
amount billed. Fhe-court-shattaward-to-the Crarmant-rorty-pereentof-the-difference
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C. In cases where a claimant's medical expenses have been paid, in whole or
in part, by Medicaid to a medical provider, the claimant's recovery of medical
expenses actually paid by Medicaid is limited to the amount actually paid to the
medical provider by Medicaid, and any applicable cost sharing amounts paid or

owed by the claimant, and not the amount billed.

e, W o Fiad . e k| 4L 41 N L I . |
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. by iy K S Il 101 M
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St ot FofthisSeet;

ED. In cases where a claimant's medical expenses are paid pursuant to the
Louisiana Workers' Compensation Law as provided in R.S. 23:10?0.1 et seq., a
claimant's recovery of medical expenses is limited to the amount paid under the
medical payment fee schedule of the Louisiana Workers' Compensation Law.,

v
E. In a trial to recover past medical expenses provided by Subsection B

of this Section, the trier of fact shall be informed of the amounts billed and

amounts actually paid for medical expenses that have been incurred by the

claimant,

F . - P | 1 Lo = P - | . | 41 e b
« LIE a;u}.y LLITEE U.l.ll)‘ [2% 41wy o Uk YV OIUICT TS IR RECTURT LR Y UEICONIT AWCATVE
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virgrerampantsredmcar WAL IOT DAt setosec-to ufc'm-“'h?ﬁ‘m'}"t&'thc
court-atonerthe-court-may-consider-suchrevidence: The recovery of past medical

expenses other than those provided by Subsection; B or\’e of this Section shall

include the amounts paid to a medical provider by or on behalf of the claimant,
and the amounts remaining owed to a medical provider, including medica)

expenses secured by a contractual or statutory privileze, lien, or guarantee.

G. In cases where the attorney for the claimant has entered into a

pre-negotiated agreement with a medical provider of the claimant whereby the
medical provider has agreed to accept as full compensation an amount less than

the amount billed, a claimant's recoverv of medical expenses shall be limited to

the amount actually paid pursuant to the pre-negotiated agreement. and any

applicable cost sharing amounts paid or owed by the claimant.
v

6:H. This Section shall not apply in cases brought pursuant to R.S. 40:1231.1
W
€t seq., or 1237.1 et seq., or to anv benefits received by a party through a policy

of automobile liability insurance that provides for medical pavments coverage.
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Section 2. The provisions of this Act
S 7025, No Jebs, 0£2 Y280

shall not apply to causes of action filed prior to the effectxve date of this Act!

Section 3. The provisions/of this Act shall become effective on January 1, 2026,
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BY SENATOR MORRIS

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana,

AN ACT

To enact R.S,

800.30, relative to liability of public entities; t5} rovide relative to
limitation of liability for false imprisonment of an offend sentenced to a term of
imprisonment; to provide relative to the limitation of e use of civil actions for
certain injuries and damages to an offender; to pIp 7 e relative to false imprisonment
and unlawful detention of a convicted _ - to provide relative to certain
challenges to lawful impn'sonmentprovide relative to the calculation of an
offender's sentence, release date; ood time date, or parole date; to provide relative
to jurisdiction and ven ¢ to provide for definitions, terms, conditions, and
procedures; and to p oide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Législature of Louisiana:

Section A" R.S. 9:2800.30 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2800.30. Limitation of liability of a public entity for false imprisonment of an

offender sentenced to a term of imprisonment

A. Definitions

For purposes of this Section:

(Z}m "Department” means the Department of Public Safety and

Corrections,

(4){2’? "Offender' means a person convicted of a crime and sentenced to

serve a term of imprisonment,

{3) "False imprisonment" means the unlawful detention of an offender

by or on behalf of the department, including incarceration of an offender

bevond the date the offender was legally required to be released from prison.

( \ ) (4f "Bona fide termination” means that the underlving proceeding is

brought to a conclusion on the merits and all appeals are exhausted,

B. Civil actions

(1) Any civil action for damaves based on claims of false imprisonment
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shall be governed by the terms and provisions of the Prison Litigation Reform

v
Act, R.S, 15:1181 et seq.

{2)_An offender challenging the computation or_calculation of the
offender's sentence, release date, good time date, or parole date shall pursue

e
that claim pursuant to the rovisions of R.S. 15:1171 et se

«, including judicial

review in the parish of Fast Baton Rouge in the Nineteenth Judicial District

Court,

C. Threshold requirement of bona fide termination

(IJNO civil action for damages based on claims of false imprisonment
ses—el S SR AR aliants _Dased on clanms of false Imprisonment
arising from the computation or caleulation of the offender's sentence, release

date, good time date, or parole date shall be brought acainst a sheriff. the

department, or any officer or emplovee thereof. unless the offender first obtains

abona fide termination in the offender's favor in proceedings broucht pursuant

e
to the provisions of R.S. 15:1171 et seq.. includin judicial review.

(2) () Any civil action for damages claiming falsc imprisonment brought
while underlving proceedings seeking a hona fide termination are ongeing, but

before a bona fide termination is ebtained. shall be dismissed without prejudice,

( 3) Any civil action for damages claiming false imprisonment brought

after the offender fails to timelv initiate er pursue the procedure required to

challenge the computation or calculation of the offender's sentence. release date

good time date, or parole datejsfl;ali be dismissed with prejudice.

y LAC 2020, No. 317 ]

Section 2. The provisions of this Adt shall'have prospective application only.

R
S M%’*t? ~ fu
DR VAW,

PRESIDENTOF THF'SENATE
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! AN ACT

Section 1, RS, 9:2800.60 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§2800.60. Liability of manufacturers and sellers of firearms

A. The legislature finds and declares that the Louisiana Products Liability
Act was not designed to impose liability on a manufacturer or seller for the improper
use of a properly designed and manufactured product. The legislature further finds
and declares that the manufacture and sale of firearms and ammunition by
manufacturers, distributors. and dealers, duly licensed by the appropriate federal and
state authorities, is lawful activity and is not unreasonably dangerous.

B. No firearm or ammunition manufacturer, distributor. or seller shall be
liable for any injury, damage, or death resulting from any shooting injury by any
other person unless the claimant proves and shows that such injury, damage, or death
was proximately caused by the unreasonably dangerous construction or composition
of the product as provided in R.S. 9:2800?5.

C. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no

manufacturer, distributor, or seller of a firearm or ammunition who has transferred

that firearm or ammunition in compliance with federaland state law shall incur any
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liability for any action of any person who uses a firearm in a manner which is

unlawful, negligent, or otherwise inconsistent with the purposes for which it was
intended.
enyie.

D. The failure of a manufacturer, distributor. or seller to insure that a firearm
has a device which would::f.make the firearm useable only by the lawful owner or
authorized user of the firearm; indicate to users that a cartridge is in the chamber of
the firearm; or prevent the firearm from firing if the ammunition magazine is
removed}shali not make the firearm unreasonably dangerous, unless such device is
required by federat-or state statute or reguiation.

E.(1) For the purposes of this Chapte/;, the potential of a firearm or
ammunition to cause serious injury, damage, or death as a result of normal function
does not constitute a firearm or ammunition malfunction due to defect in design or
manufacture.

(2) A firearm or ammunition may not be deemed defective in design or
manufacture on the basis of its potential to cause serious bodily injury, property
damage, or death when discharged legally or illegally.

F. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, no manufacturer,
distributor. or seller of a firearm or ammunition shall incur any liability for failing
to warn users of the risk that:

(1) A firearm or ammunition has the potential to cause serious bodily injury,
property damage, or death when discharged legally or illegally.

(2) Anunauthorized person could gain access to the firearm Oor ammunition.

(3) A cartridge may be in the chamber of the firearm.

(4) The firearm is capable of being fired even with the ammunition magazine

removed.

G. = .. this—Secti halt ] l
menufactured-in-violationrof H8-4-5:€-§922¢v): In any civil action where the court
finds that the defendant is not liable as provided in this Section. the court shall award

the defendant all attornev fees, costs, and compensation for loss of income. and
expenses incurred as a result of such action.

Page 2 of 3
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Section 2, R.S. 40:1799 is here ed and reenacted to read as follows:

§1799. Preemption of state law; liability of manufacturer, trade association, or
dealer of firearms and ammunition

A. The governing authority of any political subdivision or local or other
governmental authority of the state is precluded and preempted from bringing suit
to recover against any firearms or ammunition manufacturer, distributor. trade
association, or dealer for damages for injury, death, or loss or to seek other injunctive
relief resulting from or relating to the tawfid design, manufacture, marketing, or sale
of firearms or ammunition. The authority to bring such actions as may be authorized
by law shall be reserved exclusively to the state.

B. This Section shall not prohibit the governing authority of a political
subdivision or local or other governing authority of the state from bringing an action
against a firearms or ammunition manufacturer, distributor. trade association, or
dealer for breach of contract as to firearms or ammunition purchased by the political
subdivision or local authority of the state.

C. If a governing authoritv violates the provision of this Section

defendant mav be entitled to court costs and attorney fees.

D. The court shall award reasonable attornev fees. court costs. compensation

for loss of income. and all expenses to the defendant in any civil action if the court

finds that the action was improperly broucht under this Section.

oo/

SPEAKEMF THE HOUSE OF REP‘RESENTATNES

APPROVED: 2 7/2»&/ Y aa g, 2025
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EDMONSTON, HORTON, MIKE JOHNSON, OWEN, THOMAS, AND VILLIO

La. Slate Law institulie
| PRINTER'S COPY
¥ NQO EDMTS
Classitiestian__IK< 9

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S..

92800.62(2) and RS, 9:2800.63(B)(1) d/tz/enact R.S.
) 9:2800.63(E), relative to consumable hemp productsw%jj the definition of
| illegal controlled substance; to provide for d%ma‘éé/éi certain circumstances; and to

provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature.o uisiana:
Section 1, R85 800.62(2) and 2800.63(B)(1) are hereby amended and reenacted

9:2800.63(E) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2800.62. Definitions
N
As used in this Chapter, unless the context requires otherwise:

* * *

(2) "lllegal controlled substance" means either of the following:

(a) vovaine Cocaine, phencyclidine, heroin, or methamphetamine and any

other illegal controlled dangerous substance the possession or distribution of which
w

is a violation of the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Law, R.S. 40:96] et
| seq.

| v
3 (b} A consumable hemp product as defined in R.S. 3:1481 . the possession or

e
distribution of which is a violation of R.S. 3:1482 or 1483.

% * *

| §2800.63. Action for damages by persons other than the individual user

* * *
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B. A person entitled to bring an action pursuant to Subsection A &mS
Section may seek damages from one or more of the following:

(1) A person who sold, administered, or furnished an illegal controlled
substance to the individual user or consumable hemp product as defined bv R.S.

v
3:148] 10 a person under the age of twentv-one.

* * *

E.(1) A person otherwise entitled to bring an action pursuant to Subsection
V4

A of this Section may not seek damages if the damages were caused by an
individual's use of 2 consumable hemp product and any of the following applies:
M

{a) The sole allegation is that the processor. wholesaler, or retailer was

operating without an active permit. provided the business held a valid permit at the

time of applving for renewal. and the renewal application was under review by the

Louisiana Department of Health or the Office of Alcoho] and Tobacco Control at the

time of the alleved offense.

b) The consumable hemp product that caused the damage was approved by

the Louisiana Department of Health at th time of the alleced incident.

¢) The consumable hemp product that caused the damace had been

reviously approved by the Louisiana De artment of Health and had not been

revoked for more than sixty davs prior to the alleged incident,

v
(2) The exemptions in this Subsection shall not apply ifthe individual injured

as a result of the use of the consumable hem roduct is a minor.

/

[, //

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

G
dwe 20 poor
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AN ACT

137.10, relative to revenue-based financing tr. Ctions; to provide for

Section 1. R.§79:3137.10 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§3137.10. Revenue-based financing transaction

e
Afly _ For the purposes of this Chapter, "revenue-based financing
transaction” means an agreement under which a person engaged in a gommercial

enterprise sells or agrees to forward a percentave of sales. revenue, or income. and

the person's payment obligation increases and decreases according to the volume of

sales made or revenue or income received.

s
(2) Forthe purposes of this Chapter. a "revenue-based financing transaction”

is not a transaction for the use. forbearance. or detention of monev.
%

B. Amounts charged in a revenue-based financing transaction. whether in the
nature of a fee. discount. or otherwise, are not interest.

C.(1) A revenue-based financing transaction shall include a written disclosure

-
of the terms of the revenue-based financing transaction as provided in Paragraph (2)

of this Subsection. The disclosure shall be provided at or before consummation of
the transaction. Only one disclosure shall be provided for each revenue-based

financing_transaction, and a_disclosure shall not be required as a result of a

modification, forbearance, or change to a consummated revenue-based financing

fransaction.
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(2) A revenue-based financing transaction shall provide a written disclosure

of the following information:

(&) The total amount of funds provided to the commercial enterprise under

the terms of the agreement.
T e e S L A b A A AL AN

(b) The total amount of funds disbursed to the commercial enterprise if less
Ve

than the amount specified in Subparagraph (a) of thig Paragraph as a result of anv

fees deducted or withheld at disbursement. any amount paid to the provider to satisfy
a prior balance, and anv amount paid to a third partv_on_behalf of the commercial

enterprise.

(¢} The total amount to be paid to_the provider under the terms of the

agreement.

{(d} The total dollar cost under the terms of the agreement, calculated by

v
findine the difference between the amount specified in Subparagraph (a) of this
o
Paravraph and the amount specified in Subparagraph {¢) of this Paragraph.

¢} The manner, frequency. and am, unt of each pavment. or if the amount of

the pavments vary, the manner and frequency of the payments. the estimated amount

of the initial pavment. a descrintion of the methodology for calculatine any variable

payment. and the circumstances under which paviments mav vary.

(D) Whether there are anv costs or discounts associated with prepayment,

including a reference to the Tovision in the transaction that creates the contractual

rights of the parties related to prepayment.

~ APPROVED: £~/

{
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R.S. 9:357 4 'i and 3578.6(A)(9) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§3578.3. Definitions
v
As used in this Chapter, the following terms have the following meanings
ascribed to them:

(1) "Commissioner" means the commissioner of the office of financial

institutions.

(2) “Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers" means the All Items

Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers for the U.S. citv averave reported

on a not seasonally adjusted basis published bv the Lnited States Bureau of Labor

Statistics,

(3) "Deferred presentment transaction” means a transaction made pursuant
to a written agreement whereby a licensee:

(a) Accepts a check from the issuer dated as of the date it was writtenf

Page 1 of 3

CODING: Words in struck-through type are deletions from existing law; words underscored

| are additions.
1



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

HB NO. 582 ENROLLED

(b) Agrees to hold the check for a period of time not to exceed thirty days
prior to negotiation or presentmenﬁ,ia;;

() Pays to the issuer of the check the amount of the check less the fee
permitted in R.S. 9:357{4(&. The amount paid to the issuer of the check may not

exceed three-hurdred-fifty seven hundred dollars.
/

3)(4) "Licensee" means a person licensed pursuant to this Chapter that offers

deferred presentment transactions or small loans, or both.

9)(3) "Partial payment” means a payment of fifty dollars or more on a
deferred presentment transaction or small loan,

5)(6) "Prepayment" means payment in full of the deferred presentment
transaction or small loan amount prior to the end of the term of that transaction or
loan.

6)(7) "Small loan" means a consumer loan, as defined in R.S, 9:35169&1,?/
of three hundred fifty dollars or less, made for a term of sixty days or less.
§3578.4. Finance charge and fees

A1) In conjunction with a deferred presentment transaction or small loan,
a licensee may charge a fee not to exceed sixteen and seventy-five one hundredths

percent of the face amount of the check issued, or-in-the-case-of a-smat-oam-the

%

* * *

D. On or before Septernber first of each vear. the office of financial

institutions shall publish a new maximum outstanding principal balance permitted
pursuant to this Section on its website, The maximum outstanding principal balance

shall be calculated by applving the twelve-month increase or decrease in Julv of the

United States Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index for All Urban

Consumers for the previous calendar vear to the previous maximum outstanding

principal balance and rounding the amount up to the nearest ten-dollar increment.

* * *
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§3578.6. Prohibited acts

A. A licensee shall not:

* # *

(9) Report any negative information about its customers to any credit bureau

or credit reporting service.

S & B

f e

SPEAKER OF PHE HOU F REPRESENTATIVES

Pl

GOV OR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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AN ACT

To enact Chapter 5 of Code Title XTI of Code Book III of Title 9 of the Lﬁﬁisiana Revised

Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of R.S. 9:3591.1 through’{sm.?, relative to

consumer-directed earned wage access services; to providé"geﬁnitions; to require and

prohibit certain acts of providers of earned wage access services; to provide for
~

statutory compliance and applicability; to.grovide for annual reporting of earned

wage access services data; to provid€ for enforcement; and to provide for related

matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislaty € of Louisiana:

read asfollows:
e

CHAPTER 5. LOUISIANA EARNED WAGE ACCESS SERVICES
§3591.1. Short title
v
This Chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Louisiana Earned

Wave Access Services Act”.
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§3591.2. Definitions

As used in this Chapter. the following terms have the following meaninys

ascribed to them:

(1) "Consumer" means a natural person residing in this state. A provider

may use the mailing address provided by a consumer or the consumer's emplover to

determine the consumer's state of residence.

(2)_"Consumer-directed earned wage access services" means the business of

delivering to consumers access to earned but unpaid income based on the consumer's

representation and the provider's reasonable determination of the consumer's earned

but unpaid income.

(3} "Earned but unpaid income" means the salary. waces. compensation, or

other income that a consumer oran emplover has represented and, thata provider has

reasonably determined. has been earned or has accrued to the benefit ofthe consumer

in exchange for the consumer's provision of services to an emplover or on behalf of

an emplover. including services provided on an hourly, project-based. piecework. or

other basis or when the consumer is an independent contractor of the emplover, but

which has not. at the time of the pavment of proceeds, been paid to the consumer by
the emplover.

(4)_"Earned wage access services” means consumer-directed earned wape
age

access services or emplover-intecrated earned Wage access services. or both.

{3) "Emplover" means a person who employs a_consumer or any other

person who is contractually oblizated to pay a consumer's earned but unpaid income

in exchange for a consumer's provision of services to the person or on behalf of the

person. including but not limited to a consumer who is emploved on an hourly basis,
aproject-based, a piecework. or other basis or as independent contractor with respect
to the person. "Employer” does not mean a customer of an emplover or any other

person whose obligation to make a paviment of salarv. wages, compensation. or other

income to a consumer is not based on the provision of services by the consumer for

or on behalf of the person.
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" H . H H
(6) "Emplover-integrated carned wage access services” means the business

of delivering to_consumers aceess to carned but unpaid income that is based on

emplovment. income. and attendance data obtained directlv or_indirectly from an

emplover. includine without limitation an emplover's pavroll service provider.

(7) "Fee" means a charve imposed by a provider for delivery or expedited

delivery of proceeds to a consumer. a subscription or membershin charee imposed

by a provider for a bona fide group of services that include earned Wale access

services, or an amount paid by an emplover to a provider on a consumer's behalf

which_entitles the consumer to receive proceeds at reduced or no cost 1o the

consumer. "Fee" does not mean a voluntary tip, gratuitv. or donation.

(8) "OQutstanding proceeds” means a pavment of proceeds to a consumer by

a provider that has not vet been repaid to that provider,

(9 "Proceeds" means a pavment 1o a consumer by a provider that is based

on earned but unpaid income,

{10) "Provider" means a person that is engaged in the business of offering

and providine earned wage access services to consumers. "Provider” does not

include any of the followine:

(a} A service provider. such as a pavroll service provider. whose role mayv

include verifving the available earnings but who 1s not contractuallv oblivated to

fund proceeds delivered as part of an eamed wage aAccess service.

(b}._An emplover that offers a portion of salary, wages. or compensation

directly to his emplovees or independent contractors prior to the normally scheduled

pay date.

{¢) An entity that offers or provides earned wave access services and reports

a consumer's payment or nonpavment of outstandine proceeds. fees, or voluntary

tips. gratuities. or other donations solelv attributable to the camed wave access

services to a consumer reporting avency, as defined in Section 603(m) of the federal

Ve
Fair Credit Reporting Act, 15 U.S.C. 1681a(p).
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§3591.3. Required acts of a provider
CF
A provider shall

1) Develop and implement policies and procedures for responding to

guestions raised bv consumers and addressing complaints from consumers,

(2)_Before enterine into an agreement with a consumer for the provision of

earned wave access services. do all of the following:

(a) Inform the consumer of the consumer's rizhts under the agreement.

(b)_Fully and clearly disclose to the consumer all provider-imposed fees or

a.schedule of fees associated with the provision of earned wave access services.

(3) Inform the consumer of anv material changes 1o the terms and conditions

of the earned wage access services agreement before implementing those chapges.

{4) Allow the consumer to cancel use of the provider's earned ware access

services at anv time. without incurring a fee for that cancellation.

(3) Whenever he offers a consumer the option to receive proceeds for a fee

or_solicits a_tip. gratuitv. or other donation. provide the consumer at least one

reasonable option to obtain the same amount of proceeds at no cost and clearky

explain how the consumer mav select the no-cost option.

(6) Comply with all applicable local state. and federal privacy_and

information securitv laws.

(7) Provide proceeds to a consumer via anv means mutually avreed upon by

the consumer and the provider.

(8) If he seeks repavment of outstanding_proceeds. fees, voluntary tips,

gratuities. or other donations from a consumer's account at a depository institution,

including via electronic transfer. do all of the following:

(a)__Comply with applicable provisions of the federal Electronic Fund

v
Transfer Act, 15 U.S.C. 1693 et seq.. and its implementing regulations.

(b) _Reimburse the consumer for the full amount of anv overdraft or ngn_— /

sufficient funds fees imposed on that consumer by the consumer's deposxtm'v

institution, which were caused by the provider's attempt to seek payment of anv

1 outstanding proceeds. fees. voluntary tips, uratuities. or other donations on a date
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before orinan incorrect amount from. the date or amount disclosed to the consumer.

v
The provisions of this Subparagraph shall not apply with respect to pavments of

outstanding proceeds, fees, tips. gratuities, or other donations incurred by a consumer

through fraudulent means,

(9) If he solicits or receives a tip. yratuity. or donation from a consumer. do

| all of the following:

f (a) Clearly and conspicuously disclose to the consumer immediately prior

to_each transaction that a tip. eratuity. or donation amount may be zero and is
: voluntary,

(b) _Clearly and conspicuouslv disclose in the acreement with the consumer

that tips, pratuities, or donations are voluntarv and that the offering of earned wage

access services. including the amount of proceeds a consumer is eligible to request

and the frequency with which proceeds are provided to a consumer. is not contingent

on whether the consumer pavs anv tip. uratuity, or donation or on the size of any tin,

| : gratuity. or donation.

§3591.4. Prohibited acts of a provider

A provider shall not:

(1) Compel or attempt to compel repavment by a consumer of outstanding

proceeds, fees. voluniary tips. cratuities. or other donations through any of the

following means:

(a) By initiating a civil suit against the consumer in a court of competent

{ jurisdiction,

b) By making unsolicited. outbound telephone calls.

{¢) By using a third party to_pursue collection of outstanding proceeds or

pavments on the provider's behalf.

{d} By selling any outstanding amounts to a third-party debt collector or debt

purchaser.

(2) Share with an emplover anv fees. voluntary tips. gratuities. or other

donations that were reccived from or charged to a consumer for earned Wage access

services.
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(3) Require a consumer's credit score from a credit report to determine a

consumer's eligibility for earned Wage access services,

(4) _Accept pavment from a consumer of outstanding proceeds. fees,

voluntary tips. eratuities. or donations via credit card or charee card,

{5} Charge a late fee, deferral fee. interest. or anv other charve for failure to

repay outstanding proceeds. fees. voluntary tips. gratuities. or other donations.

(6) Condition the amount of proceeds a consumer is eligible to request or the

frequency with which a consumer is eligible to request proceeds on whether the

consumer pavs fees, voluntary tins, gratuities, or other donations or on the size of

any fee. voluntary {ip. oratuitv. or donation.

(7)._If he solicits or accepts voluntary tips. gratuities. or other donations,

mislead or deceive consumers about the voluntarv nature of the tips. gratuities. or

other donations or make representations that tips, gratuities. or other donations will
benefit any specific individuals.

(8) Advertise. print. display. publish. distribute. broadcast or cause to he

advertised. printed, displaved, published. distributed. or broadcasted. in any manner.

any statement or representation with regard to the earned wave access services

offered by the provider that does either of the following:

(a} Is false. misleading. or deceptive.

(b) Omits material information that is necessary to make the statement or

representation not false. misleading, or deceptive.

§3591.5. Statutory compliance: applicability

A_provider shall not decmed to be envagine in Iending. a monev

transmission. or a debt collection in this state or in violation of the laws of this state

relating to the pavment of minimum or overtime waces. deductions from pavroll,

salarv. wages, compensation or other income. or the sale or assignment of or an

order for earned but unpaid income. if that provider complies with the provisions of

e
R.S. 9:3591.3 and 3591.4.
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§3391.6. Fee reporting: consumer protection

v
A. Notwithstanding anv other provision of this Chapter. a provider that

charges a fee for the provision of earned wase access services. including transaction

fees. membership fees. or anv other form of compensation. shall submit an annual

report to the Office of Financial Institutions. The report hall pertain to the precedin

calendar vear and shall be submitted no later than March first of the following vear.
All reports shall include the following information:

(1) Gross revenue attributable to its earned wage access services.

(2} The total number of transactions in which the provider provided proceeds

to consumers.

{31 The total number of unique consumers to whom the provider provided

proceeds,

{4) The total dollar amount of proceeds the provider provided to consumers.

(5) The total dollar amount of fees. voluntary tips. pratuities. or other

donations the provider received from consumers,

(6} The number and nature of consumer complaints received by the provider

and the resolution status of each complaint.
B. The Office of Financial Institutions shall make this data available to the
public in aggregated form in an annual report assessing the impact of earned wage

access services in the state by July first of each vear. _

C. Submission by providers of the annual report in Subsection A shall not be

deemed an action or transaction subject to the jurisdiction of the Office of Financial

Institations.

V4
§3591.7. Enforcement of this Chapter: penalties
J
A. Providers subject 1o the provisions of this Chapter shall be subiject to

enforcement by the attornev ueneral pursuant to the provisions of the Unfair Trade

e
Practices and Consumer Protection Law. R.8. 51:1401 et seq.

B. Anv provider that fails to timelv submit the required annual report as
1 /

required bv R.S. ’541';3 391.6 shall not be authorized to utilize the provisions of this
w
Chapter.
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C If a provider fails to timely submit the annual report required bv R.S.

éi 3591 6. any agreement made by that provider with a consumer for

c

onsumer-directed earned wage access services. credit agreements. promissory notes,

or other coptracts with a consumer shall be an absolute nullitv. (},/’

Section 2. The first report required by R.S. $1:3591.6 as enacted by St
¢ 2025, No. mf;
Act shall be filed with the Office of Financial Institutions no iater o

PRESIDE jHE SE\J/Aﬁ: v

VERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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AN ACT

o

¢fiods for certain debts; to

701, relative to prescriptive p
provide for definitions; to provide for app i ity; and to provide for related
matters.
of Louisiana:
Section 1, R(S. 9:5701 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§5701. Debts due charitable or educational institution or fund

A. For purposes of this Section "writing" shall have the same meaning as
: e
provided in Code of Evidence Article 1001,

Ve
B. Except as provided in Subsection B C of this Section, actions for debts

including student loans, stipends, or benefits due to any charitable or educational
institution in the state or to any fund bequeathed for charitable or educational
purposes, or educational obligations owed to the state or its agencies, other than
obligations created under the Federal Family Education Loan Program, are
prescribed by thirty years, provided the debt is evidenced in writing.

B- C. Actions for debts, due to public institutions of higher education in this
state, other than student loans, stipends, or benefits are prescribed by ten years,

provided the debt is evidenced in writing.
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[ hede 202¢ Ne. (23]

Section 2. The provisionsjofthis Act shall be remedial and retroactive in nature, but

~ (oTe RS T: 5700
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