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2025 Regular Session

LSLI Disposition Sheet for Title 46

Effective date is August 1, 2025 unless otherwise noted

****************************************************************************

LSA-R.S. Effect Act No. Section
J46:1(2) Amend 478 137
J46:1(4) Amend 478 13,
J46:1(6) Amend 478 13 v
J46:18(a) Amend 478 2.7
/ 46:51(Intro.Par.) Amend 477 15 /
[46:5102) Repeal 477 18 /
Ja6:51014) Repeal 477 18 /L
J46:51.2(A)1)(b) Amend 409 <o
Ja6:51.2(C)(1)(2) Amend 261 Y
[46:51.3 Amend 477 15
J46:52.1(A) Amend 478 12 /.
46:52.1(B)(1)(Intro.Par.) Amend 478 124
{46:52.1(Bx2) Amend 478 12 /
[46:52.1(B)(3) Amend 478 12 /
Ja6:52.1(0) Repeal 478 177,
J46:52.1(D) Repeal 478 17 /
J46:52.1(E) Repeal 478 17
J46:52.1(F) Repeal 478 177,
J46:54 Amend 478 3L
]46:55 Repeal 478 17
[46:56(A) Amend 478 134,
j 46:56(B)(1) Amend 478 13.7.
J46:56F)1) Amend 409 6/
J46:56E)4)(c) Amend 409 6/
j46:56(F)(10)(b)(i) Amend 409 6 /
J46:56(F)(11) Amend 409 6 v
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J46:59 Amend 478 134,
/46:60 Amend 478 134,
/ 46:102 Repeal 478 17 ‘/
J46:103 Repeal 478 174,
JA6:107(AX(1) Amend 478 13,
/46:107(E) Enact 478 13
J46:112 Repeal 478 174
Jas:114(a) Amend 478 134
./ 46:114(B) Amend 478 13 '/
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O Jas:114(E)3) Amend 478 124,
J46:114.1 Amend 478 12
JA6:114.2 Amend 478 13Y
J46:114.3(A) Amend 478 13.L.
J46:114.3(B) Amend 478 13-,
J46:114.4(D) Amend 478 122
J46:114.4(E) Amend 478 124
& /a6:116-—LRINT Amend 478 12,
% J 46:116 - ERINT % Amend 478 13 v
e J26:121(1)(a) Amend 137 6 /
J46:121(4)(Intro.Par.) —eoeceeemrereo. Amend 137 6./
j 46:122(BX7) Enact 241 1
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Jas:231(11) Amend 478 137 100112027 /
Jss23100 Amend 478 13L... 10/01/2027 /
Ja6:231.40a) Amend 478 13 1000112027
Ja6231 4(D) Amend "7 S—— 13;.‘-/---- 10/01/2027/
/ 46:231.14(G)3) Repeal- i — 17i:{--- 10/01/2627 /
J46:233.1() Repeal 477 18 / 10/01/2027 /
J46:233.1(8) Repeal 477 18- 10/01/2027 /
f 46:233.1(C)(Intro.Par. ) ----=--em-e-... Amend- 477 15 / 10/01/2027/
j 46:233.1(D)(Intro.Par. ) --—-e-nvcae-w- Amend 477 15 / 10/01/2027 /
/46:233.4 Enact K5 [— 1

J46:234 Amend-- 478 12 100012025/
J46:236 Amend-- 478 134 10/01/2027 /
/462361103 Amend Py 7 J— 15 10/01/2027./
J46:236.1.4(E) Amend 477 1.4 10/01/2027/
J/46:236.1.3(D) Amend 477 15, 10/01/2027,/
V46236 3A)2) Amend 477 154 10/01/2027.)
V46:236.10(a) e 477 15 1000112027/
Vi6:236.11(C) Amend 477 15 10/01/2027/
S46:236.12(B)(1) Amend 477 15-Loe10/01/2027/
/46:236.14(D)(1)(Intro.Par ) ceenerv- Amend 477 15 10/01/2027,/
/46:236.15(A)(1) Amend 477 15 10012027/
J46:236.16 Amend 477 15/ 10/01/2027/
J46:237(A) Amend 478 134 10/01/2027,/
J46:237(E) Amend 478 13 10012027 /
/46:237(F) Amend 478 13 10/01/2027,/
/46:237G) Amend 478 13-Le- 10/01/2027/
V46:238(B) Amend 477 5.4 10/01/2027,/
/ 46:238(C) Amend 477 ol 10/01/2027 s
/46:238(D) Amend 477 15, 10/01/2027_/
/46:238(E)(Intro.Par.) —-----eeeemmmem- Amend 477 15 v 10/01/2027./
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[ 46:238F) Amend 477 15101012027 '/
J46:281 Amend 477 154, 10/01/2027/
/ 46:301(A)(1) Amend 478 12, 10/01/2025,/
Ja6:3018)2) Amend 478 124---10/01/2025/
[Heading, Subpt.E-4, PtI[ —oveonro. Amend 478 124 1010172025/
Chpt.3
Jas3212) Amend 478 124, 10/01/2025,/
J46:32103) Amend 478 124 10012005/
J46:3214) Amend 478 Y, 100172025/
[46:321(5) Amend 478 12, 10/01/2025,/
J46:3222) Amend 478 124 10/01/2025 /
J46:32203 ey 478 1241000112005/
Ja6:322(8) Amend 478 12, 10/01/2025 /
A6:322(5) Amend 478 124 10/01/2025 /
J36:322(6) Amend 478 12 / 10/01/2025/
/46:323(tntro Par) Amend-- 478 124 10/01/2025 /
J46:3233) Amend 478 121000112025/
Ja6:3234) Amend 478 12 / 10/01/2025/
-/46:324(A) Amend 478 124 10/01/2025./
J46:324(B) Amend 478 121000112025/
Ja6:324(C) Amend 478 124 10/01/2025./
J46:324(D) Amend 478 2. 10/01/2025./
J46:324E)1ntro Par.) —ooeeeeereeer o Amend 478 122 100012025/
J46:3248)1) Amend 478 2.7, 10/01/2025./
A6:324(E)2)(Intro.Par.) «—emeeeemeee. Amend 478 12 1010172025/
/46:325(Intro Par.) Amend 478 124, 10/01/2025./
/46:326 Amend 478 12 10/01/2025/
/46:327 Amend 478 12/ 10/01/2025 /
/46:328 Amend 478 124 10/01/2025
/46:331(A)(1 ) Amend 478 12 10/01/2025 /
J46:331(A)2) Amend 478 124100112025 /
46:331(A)(3) Amend 478 12 10001/2025
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/46:332 ------ Amend 478 12 '/ 10/01/2025/
/46:352(1)(@) Amend 478 13, 101012027,/
/ 46:352(1)(b) Amend 478 12 10/01/2025 /
/ 46:431 Amend 478 12.Z. 10/01/2025 /
Ja6:433a) Amend 478 1210012025,
J46:438 . Amend 478 124 10/01/2025¢
/ 46:437.3(Intro.Par.) ~~--e-eeceeemenro. Amend 206 ~=-memeeee 1
J46:437.3¢7) Repeal 206 2/

J46:4373010) o;] ) Repeal- Y

R Ja6:437. 3 Amend 206 I
R / 46:437. 304" Amend 206 1

/46:437.3(15) Repeal 206 2/

J46:437.319) Repeal 206 a2/

J46:437. 3(24) Repeal 206 2/

(28)
R [46:437.3355 % Amend 206 I
R /46:437.1(§-1"f Enact 206 I

J46:437.5(8) Amend 206 1
J46:437.6(D) Enact 206 e |
/. 46:437.7(E) Enact 206 !

\/46:438.1(A) Amend 206 1
J46:438.1(C)(1)a) Amend 206 !
J46:438.1C)(1)(b) Amend 206 1
j46:438.3 Amend 206 I
J46:438.5(F) Enact 206 1
J46:438.6(A)(2) Repeal 206 2/
J46:438.6(A)3) Repeal 206 2k
/46:438.6(D)(3) Amend 206 1
/46:438.7(3) Amend 206 1
J46:438.8(B)(3) Enact 206 1
/ 46:438.8D)2) Repeal 206 2V
v 46:439.1(A) Amend 206 1
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Amend 206 1
/46:439.1(F) Repeal 206 2/
/ 46:439.1(G) Amend 206 1
/46:439.2(A)(1) Amend 206 1
A6:439.2(A)(2) Amend 206 !
A6:439.2(A)(3) Amend 206 ~mmammmeeee ]
/46:439.2(A)4)(b) Amend 206 i
J46:439.2(8Y(1) Amend 206 1
/ 46:439.2(BX2) --- Amend 206 1
/46:439.2(8)(3) Amend 206 <-eememmee 1
\A6:439.2(B)(4)(a) Amend 206 1
/46:4392B)(5) Amend 206 <ceeemem |
//46:439.2(E) Amend 206 ecememeee |
ﬁ6:439.2(F ) Repeal p )| QR 2/
J/46:439.4A)(1) Amend 206 1
J46:439.4(C)2) Amend 206 1
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fw:440. 1(B) Amend 401 1
J46:440.1(C) Amend 401 1
/46:440.1(D) Amend 401 1
J46:440.1(E) Amend 401 1
A6:4403 Repeal 206 2/
/46:440.21 Enact 427 1
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/46:443 Amend 478 134
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é Jasaso.1(a) - LRINT 478 1., 10/01/2025./
g: ./46:450-1(A) (RINTZ Amend 478 137 10/01/2027 /
7 Jasas0.18)a) Amend 478 12 10/01/2025,/
= /46:450.1(13)(5) Amend - 478 12Y. 10/01/2025 /
Ja6:450.1(0)(1) Amend 478 12Y. 10/01/2025 /
J46:450.1(C)2) Amend 478 12100012025 /
Ja6:460.1 Amend 478 13 10001/2027 /
J46:460.4(a) Amend 478 12 e 100172025 /
Ja6:460.5(4) Amend 478 134100012027/
f46:460.7(A) Amend 478 13 / 10/01/2027/
./46:460.7((2) Amend 478 13- 10/01/2027/
J46:460.8(A)(1) Amend 478 13, 10/01/2027/
J46:460.3(8) Amend 478 13 10/01/2027/
/46:460.10 Amend 478 131000172027 /
J46:460.71(E) Enact 293 leemeen-06/11/2025 V.
J16:460.76.3 Enact 293 1eemen06/11/2025
R /46:460.76.1 Enact 440 1
J46:460.77.4 Enact 417 1-----07/01/2025./
22 /46932012 ERINTL __ppeng 478 124100172025/
46:932(12)—-LRINT 2 Amend 478 13Y 100120277
J6:936 TR INT Amend 478 L 10/01/2025
/46936 LRINT.Z Amend 478 13- 100012027 V.
;;) Ja6:936LRINT3 Amend 478 14--/---See Act v/
;‘; J46:977.24(A)(6) Amend 294 I
/46:977.41 thru 977.43 Enact 228 !
(PL.V, Chpt.8)
\ﬁtﬁ:looz(A) Amend 477 15 v 10/01/2027 /
/46:1002(B)(Intro.Par.) ----——------ Amend 477 15100112027 /
/46:1002(C) Amend 477 15100172027 /'
//46:1053(K)X(1) Amend 430 1
J 46:1053(L)(1) Amend 430 ]
J46:1414.1(a) Amend 409 6/
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/ 46:1606(A) Amend 348 1 See Act
/ 46:1606(BY(1)~ Amend 348 l--mSee Act
/46:1844(W)2)(a) Amend 230 3/
/46:1847 Enact 370 2. 0612012025 f
J16:1848 Enact 370 21/--—--06/20/2025/
/46:2136.2(F) Amend 477 15, 10/01/2027./
J46:2168.1 Enact 267 2/
/46:2191 thru 2196 (Chpt.28-E)--—-Enact 225 2/
Ja6:2592(1) Amend 146 2. 0610872025 /
J46:2593 Amend 146 2’/ 06/08/2025 /
/46:2693 (Chpt.54-A) Enact 392 [--e-n-06/20/2025
Approved by g@/ﬁ on g ’(0 /2 S_
\(Attomey)
jw on [0/ ‘3/ 205
(Revisor) f l
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ACT 418

2025 Regular Session

ENROLLED

HOUSE BILL NO. 624

BY REPRESENTATIVES BERAULT, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAMBURG, BILLINGS,
BOYER, BRYANT, BUTLER, CARLSON, CARRIER, CARVER, CHENEVERT,
COATES, COX, DEWITT, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, ECHOLS,
EDMONSTON, EGAN, FIRMENT, FISHER, FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, HEBERT,
HENRY, HORTON, ILLG, JACKSON, MIKE JOHNSON, KERNER, MANDIE
LANDRY TERRY LANDRY, LARVADAIN, MACK, MCMAKIN, MELERINE,
OWEN, ROMERO, SCHAMERHORN, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, ST. BLANC,
STAGNI, TAYLOR,THOMPSON VENTRELLA, VILLIO, WALTERS, WILDER,
WRIGHT, AND WYBLE AND SENATORS BASS, CARTER, CATHEY,
EDMONDS, JENKINS, MCMATH, MIZELL, MYERS, OWEN, PRESSLY,
WHEAT, AND WOMACK

L.a. Siate Law institute
PRINTER'S COPY
Edits To: Ll Pgs.

Nole: -CLe ATTACHED eDir SteeT

ANACT

To amend and reenact %5.@3@780(@(3)( (). RS. @68.2.1(A) and 74DX2), RS.
{5933.1, R 5. £714.1(B)1) and (C)(5), 3047.6(A), and 3914(M(L), the heading of
Chapter 1 of Title 23 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, R.S. 431, 2, 3,
6(introductory paragraph), (1),/(2), (3), (7, and (15), 7, 12, 14, 17,
73(A)(1)(introductory paragraph), (a) through (c), and (d)(introductory paragraph)
and (ii), (C), and (E)(2), 74, 75(A), (B), (C)(1), (D)(3)(a) and (b), and (E), 76(A),
(B), and (C)(1), (2), and (8)(a), 78(introductory paragraph), (1), and (5), 1600(2) and
(3)(a), 1693(D(1)(introducybry paragraph), (a), and (b)(introductory paragraph), (),
and (i), (2), and (3) and (T), R.S. 8§/3(3), 4(A)introductory paragraph) and (6), the
heading of Chapter 7/6f Title 36 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 301,
308(A) and (B), and 309 (A)(introductory paragraph), (B)(introductory paragraph),
(C)(introductory paragraph), (D), and (E)(introductory paragraph), R.sﬁl(z), @),
and (6), 18(4, 52.1(A) and (B)(1 )(introductory paragraph), (2), and (3), 54, S6(A)
and (B)(L). 59, 60, 107(AX(1), 114(A), (B), (C)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (2),
(D), s (E)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (3), 114.1, 114.2, 114.3(A) and (B),

11444(D) and (E), 116, 230.1(A) and (B), 231(11) and (24), 231.4(A) and (D) of4

nq of Cubpafte4 of PArtIl of
36%3}!1%2%) )Dafld (G}, 301(A)1) and (2),'321(2) through (5), 322(2) through
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HB NO. 624

ENROLLED

(6), 323(introductory paragraph), (3), and (4), 324(A),\(B), (C), (D), and
(E)(introductory paragraph), (1), and (2)(introductory paragra h), 325(introductory
afﬁgrapuh‘z 326 through 328, 331(A)X1) through (3), 332, 52(1)(a) and (b) and)/

NO
%431, 433(A), 434, 441, 443, 444, 447, 450.1(4), (B)(4) and (5), and (CY(1)

and (2), 460.1, 460.4(A), 460.5(A), 460.7(A) and (C), 460.8(A)(1) and (B), 460.10,
932(12), and 936, and R.SQl(l)(f) and 1402(1)d), to gnact R.S. 36:309(F) and
R.S. 46:107(E), and to repeal R.S. 23:18 and 34, R.S. 3¢:308(E), R.S. 46:52.1(C)
through (F), 55, 102, 103, 112,230.1(C), and 231.14(G)(8), and R.S, 49:1402(1)(a),

relative to the reorganization and restructure of fthe Louisiana Workforce

and the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH); to replace the Department of

Children and Family Services with Louisi orks or LDH in certain provisions
in Titles 11, 14, 15, 23, and 46 of the L isiana Revised Statutes of 1950 that
reference DCFS programs that will be ferred to Louisiana Works or LDH; to
change the name of the Louisiana Wopkforce Commission to Louisiana Works; to
establish the purpose of Louisiana Works; to establish additional duties and powers
of Louisiana Works; to provide/for the powers and duties of the secretary of
Louisiana Works; to provide definitions; to provide for integrated case management
and service integration of sbcial service and workforce programs; development
programs; to provide for ts to local workforce development areas; to provide for
SNAP Nutrition Education; to provide for the SNAP Workforce Training and

Education Program; fo provide for duties of LDH in regards to administering SNAP;

(FITAP) the Kinship Care Subsidy Program, and other educational, employment,
trainjfig, and related services programs; to provide for the submission of certain

fgderal quarterly reports to the legislature; to provide for the Incentive Award
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ENROLLED

Program; to provide for the administration of public assis
mentally incapable individuals; to add certain functions/o the office of workforce
development; to transfer certain powers, duties, ffhctions, and responsibilities
relating to certain programs within the office #f family support of DCFS into
Louisiana Works and LDH; to make techni orrections; to authorize the Louisiana
State Law Institute to make certain regdested changes to references concerning
LWC; to authorize the office of stgte register to make all necessary changes for
applicable references to DCFS 4nd Louisiana Works or LDH; to provide for the

transfer of monies related #0 the transferred programs from DCFS to Louisiana
Works and LDH,; to prgvide for the monies held in the state treasury for the Fraud
Detection Fund to pe transferred to LDH; to provide for the continuity of programs
and contracts ansferred from DCFS to Louisiana Works and LDH; 1o provide for
effective dates; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted/by the Legislature of Louisiana:

ection 1. R.S. 11:780(C)(3)(a)(i) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as

§780. Reexamination of disability retirees; modification of benefits; restoration to

active service

& * *

(3)(a) If, pursuant to the provisions of this Subseci?on, the board of trustees
reduces the pension of any disability retiree of this system who retired pursuant to
a reciprocal agreement between this system and any other state or statewide public
retirement system, the reduction shall be subject to Subparagraph (bﬁ)f this
Paragraph, provided the retiree satisfies all of the following provisions of this
Supr@ph:

(i) The vocational rehabilitation program within the-Bepartmentof Chitdren
and-Famity-Services Louisiana Works furnishes the retiree with durable medical
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HB NO. 624 ENROLLED

D. The powers, duties, funct.ions, and responsibilities relating to Louisiana

- v
Rehabilitation Services (R.S.23:3001 et seq.) are hereby transferred to thetouistama
Workforee-Commission Louisiana Works to be exercised and performed by the
exceutivedirector secretary, in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 36:92u1 et seq.

E. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be within the

boutstana-Workforee-Commission Louisiana Works and shall perform and exercise

their powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities as provided by law:

* * *

Mﬁ:&ﬂx%m&d to read as fM
§309. Transfer of agencies to Foutstana-Workforce-Commission Louisiana Works

* L *

F. _The powers, duties. functions. and responsibilities related to the
Temporary Assistance for Needv Families (TANF) program, including employment
and training programs. are herebv transferred to Louisiana Works to be exercised and

-

22 of Title 36. R.S. 36:851 et scq.

Section 12. R.S. 46:18(A), 52.1(A) and (BX(1 Y(introductory paragraph), (2),
114(E)(1) mtroductorygaragraph) and(3), 114.1,114.4(D) and (E), 116, 2 01(A)(1)and
PtE-4of fart I of Chapief

(2) 321(2) through (5), 322(2) through (6), 323(introductg;
324(A), (B), (C), (D), and (E)(introductory para (1), and (2)(introductory paragraph),
325(introductory paragraph), 326

433(A), 434,"@fl

ended and reenacted to read as follows:

gh 328, 331(A)(1) through (3), 332, 352(1)(b), 431,

X4) and (5), and (C)(1) and (2), 460.4(A), 932(12), and 936 are

§18. Health care records; copies

A. The provider of health care shall furnish to the claimant, the person
appointed to represent the claimant in his dealings with the Social Security
Administration, or an agent with written authorization made pursuant to 45 CFR
164.508, upon request, a copy of any records that are necessary to support his filing
for social security disability benefits or supplemental security income benefits under

any provision of the Social Security Act. Cost of each photocopy shall not exceed
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fifty cents per page for the first five pages and twenty-five cents for each additional

Page except that the amount due shall not be less than the amount paid by the
Bmmﬂf‘eln'lth'cn-md—ﬁnﬂrsm Louisiana Department of Health for
such copies. Payment for any copies made in connection with disability
determinations shall be made to the health care provider's agent instead of the health

care provider when the agent makes the copies.

* * *

§52.1. Integrated case management; “No-Wrong Boor service integration of various
social service programs

A. The legislature recognizes that the departmrent—provides Louisiana

Department of Health, Department of Children and Family Services. and Louisiana

Works provide services to individuals with multiple needs;however, However, the
conventional service delivery system of requiring individuals to access various

offices within the departnrent state to address those multiple needs creates abarrier

barriers to the delivery of those services and entry into the workforce. Additiomaty:
these These needs can be better met, more efficiently and less costly, through

integrated case management at a “no-wrong-door® single service location with a
single case worker. It is the intent of the legislature to provide-nrsociatservices
department-that-isstreamtimed-in streamline the delivery of services and incorporates

Incorporate integrated case management models for clients and families served by

multiple departments and programs.

B. For purposes of this Sectﬁm:
(1) "Integrated case management" means ateamrapproacirto-accessing-the
e ofmch $-if applicable-the famity—cstablishi hemsive plarf
tdressi st te—amdutitizi .. . et o
services—Amr—integrated—case—management—model—includes: an  accessible
customer-centered approach that coordinates the necessarv services that meet the
needs of each individual or familv which, if applicable, establishes a comprehensive,

integrated service plan that addresses all of those needs and outcomes. which is
continually monitored and updated as necessarv.

* * *
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and-ocat-community-organizations: "Integrated service plan” m a plan that js
based on the client's strenpths, risks. service needs. and improvement plan.

(3) "Service integration” means a process by which a range of social,

education. and workforce emplovment and training services are delivered in a

coordinated and seamless manner to provide client-oriented services, increase early

intervention and prevention opportunities, improve chent outcomes, and establish
provider accountability through performance measures. Service integration includes:

(a) A "No-Wrong One Door" site business model which requiresco=tocation
of amultidisciptinary-tearmto-mmake makes it easier for the client to obtain service
services and to—attow-the—team—toteam allows various programs to work weht
seamlessly together. In-the-event-co-locationisnot-physicallypossibles-the-team

(b) Cross-training among the multidisciptinary-teany; various program staff
to ensure a general understanding of cachrother'sservices-andprocesses all programs
that a client may require.

(c) Flexible use of funding among the offtecs-and;if-appticable; departments
and-communtty-programs; comprising-the-multrdisciplinary-tcam to ensure that the

client receives services for which he is eligible.

* * *

§114. Fraud in obtaining assistance; withholding information conceming property,
incomg or beneficiary, or personal circumstances
* * *
E.(1) Persons receiving food stamps or Aid to Families with Dependent
Chiidren, or a successor of either program, who have been determined by the

Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health

in an administrative hearing, or a court of competent jurisdiction after final appeal,
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to have fraudulently obtained such food stamps or Aid to Families with Dependent

Children, or benefits or assistance from a successor of either program, shall be

ineligible for further Participation in the program in accordance with the following
schedule:

* * *

(3) Persons receiving medical assistance under provisions of Title XIX of the
Social Security Act who have been determined by the-Bepartment-of-Chitdren-and
Famity Servicesor the Louisiana Department of Health to have fraudulently obtained
such medical assistance may be suspended from the medical assistance program for

twelve months.
§114.1. Public Assistance Fraud Hot-Line

To encourage the reporting of incidents of public assistance fraud, the
throvgirits-fraud-detection-section; Louisiana Department of Health shall provide a

statewide, toll-free telephone service, known as the Public Assistance Fraud Hot-
Line, when sufficient funds are made available by the legislature for such purpose,
or when funds are available from any other source.

* * *

§114.4. Fraud Detection Fund

* * *

D. The monies in the fund may be appropriated by the legislature to the office

echitlemandhmity servieeoE e N

Louisiana Department of Health for the enhancement of fraud detection and recovery
activities in an amount not to exceed the balance on hand in the fund at the end of the
previous calendar year. These funds shall not be used to replace, displace, or

supplant state general funds appropriated for daily operation of any regional fraud

detection activities of the offrece—of~chitdren—and—family—services Louisiana

Department of Health.
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E. All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of each

fiscal year shall remain in the fund to the credit of the Uﬂ’lcvof'cl'u'}drcmd-fmmiy
services Louisiana Department of Health.

* * *

§116. Prima facie proof of pleadings

Pleadings filed on behalf of the Department of Children and Family Services
or the Loujsiana Department of Health in actions to recover the value of ineligible
public financial assistance payraents or benefits shall be accompanied by anitemized
statement of the amount of overissuance or overpayment together with the amount
to which the recipient was entitled, if any. When accompanied by an affidavit of the
assistant secretary of the office administering such payments or benefits to the
correctness thereof as to the truth of the facts alleged to the best of the affiant's

knowledge and belief, such itemized statement shall be accepted as prima facie proof

of the disbursement and receipt opayments and the amount thereof,

* * *

§234. Judicially appointed curator

In lieu of selecting a payee to receive assistance, the Department-of Children
and-Famity-Services department, pursuant to federal regulations, may require the

referral of the case to the district court for a judicially appointed curator. The court
is authorized to appoint a capable, interested, and willing third person, irrespective
of whether he is related to the child within any of the degrees of relationship set forth
in Section 406(a) of Ti\tTe IV of the Social Security Act, to receive the payments and
use them in the best interest of the child. The curator shall be accountable at
whatever intervals are specified by the court and the court shall require a bond or
whatever other security is deemed necessary by the court to ensure the faithful
performance of the curator’s duties. The curator, upon being appointed, shall take the
oath and letters of authority may be issued to him. In those instances in which the
department requires the case be referred to the court for the appointment of a curator,

each local governing authority shall have the option in any case to provide

compensation to the curator.
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§301. Legislative findings; Suppiemental Nutrition Assistance Program educational

Component; reporting requirements

A. The legislature finds and declares the following:

(1) The program formerly known as "food stamps” was renamed the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in October 2008, SNAP is
administered at the federal level by the United States Department of Agriculture
Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) and at the state level by the Louisiana Department
of Ehitdremand-Family-Services Health, hereafter referred to as the "department”,

(2) SNAP is the cornerstone of the federal food assistance programs and
provides crucial support to needy households and to those making the transition from
wetfare public assistance to work.

* * *

SUBPART E-4. SNAP WORKFORCE TRAINING AND EDUCATION
PHEOFRNIFATIVE
§321. Findings
The legislature hereby finds and declares the following:
* * *

(2) The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as
"food stamps" and referred to hereafter in this Subfgfart as "SNAP", provides crucial
support to needy households and to persons making the transition from welfare
public assistance to work.

(3) Pursuant to the federal Food Securitf Act of 1985, states are required to
provide employment and job training services to SNAP reciptents customers who are
not exempt from the mandatory work registration requirements of the program.

(4) Federal regulations FEFR273:24), 7 CFR ;‘73.24, limit the duration of
receipt of SNAP benefits by nonworking, able-bodied adults without dependents who
do not qualify for certain exemptions to a total of three months in any three-year
period. However, states may submit to the federal government applications,
commonly known as "waivers", to have this three-month limit waived. If approved,
such waivers allow able-bodied, nonworking, nonexempt adults to receive SNAP
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benefits for an unlimited duration provided that if those persons meet other eligibility
standards of the program. Nationally, waivers of this type have become the standard
in SNAP rather than the exception, as forty states and territories, including
Louisiana, had a statewide or territory-wide waiver in effect and six other states and
territories had a partial-state or partial-territory waiver in effect as of January 1,
2014.

(5) When coordinated and delivered in an effective manner, workforce
training services for public assistance recipients customers can be of great value to
persons who desire to become self-sufficient and to businesses that strive for greater
competitiveness through employing an improved workforce.

§322. Definitions

As used in this Subp\/art, the following terms have the meaning ascribed to
them in this Section:

* * *

2) "Customer" means a recipient of SN efits who participates in the
program provided for in this Sul;/gart.

2) 3) "Department” means the Louisiana Department of Chitdren—and
Family-Services Health.

€3> (4) "FNS" means the Food and Nutrition Service of the United States
Department of Agriculture, the office of the federal government that administers

SNAP.

Y et of SNAP-benoits whornarficioatos i
PE A S

(5) “Priotimtiative™ "Program” means the workforce training and education

plot-mitiative program provided for in this Subpart.
(6) "SNAP" means the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

administered at the federal level by the Food and Nutrition Service of the United

States Department of Agriculture and at the state level by the Louisiana Department

of €hitdrenand-Family-Services Health.
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§323. Goals

The goals of the piiotimitiative-shatt program include, without limitation, the
following:
* * *

(3) To provide support to SNAP reciprents customers who choose to further

their education.

(4) To yield a model for incentivizing training and education for public
assistance recipterts customers that can be replicated throughout the state.
§324. Workforce training and education piotinitiative program; creation; functions

A. A workforce training and education priot-imtiative program is hereby

created within SNAP for the purpose of improving employment opportunities for
nonworking SNAP recipients customers and enhancing workforce readiness. The
department shall administer the plot-imitiative program in accordance with the
provisions of this Sub;art.

B. The department shall establish the piiotinttiative program in a parish with
a population of more than one hundred thousand and less than one hundred fifty
thousand according to the latest federal decennial census and in which is located the
main campus of a public four-year college or university.

C. Participants Customers to be served by the ptlotinitiative program shall
include, exclusively, all ABAWDs residing in the parish who are not exempted by
any federal or state policy, other than through a waiver of such a policy, from the

—
limitation on SNAP benefits established pursuant to 7 CFR 273.24.

D.(I) As a necessary precondition for implementing the pilot-initiative
program, the department shall ensure that the limitation on duration of the receipt of
SNAP benefit-recipience benefits by nonexempt ABAWDs provided in 7 CT-TR
273.24 is effective in the parish in which the pitotinitiative program is established,

(2) If nonexempt ABAWDs in the parish in which the pitot—initiative
program is established are not subject to any limitation on duration of eligibility for
receipt of SNAP benefits as a result of a waiver granted to the state by FNS, then the
department shall cause such the waiver to be rescinded, cancelled, or otherwise

rendered null and without effect for that parish.
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(3) Nothing in this Subsegtion shall be construed to require or prohibit the
continuation or cancellation of any waiver granted to the state by FNS in any parish
other than the parish in which the pilot-initiative program is established.

E. Asits essential function, the pitotinitiative program shall provide to each
participant customer, at the time of benefits eligibility redetermination, a six-month
extension of SNAP benefits conditioned upon submission of sufficient
documentation, as determined by the department, of one—or-more any of the
following:

(1) The participant customer meets oncornrore any of the following criteria
relative to educational advancement:

(@ In the previous six months, the participant customer satisfied

requirements established by the department in rule relative to enrollment in an

accredited postsecondary educationat education institution that grants associate or

baccalaureate degrees.

(b) In the previous six months, the participant customer satisfied
requirements established by the department in rule relative to enrollment in 2 an
educational program designed to lead to a high school diploma.

(¢} In the previous six months, the participant customer satisfied
requirements established by the department in rules relative to enrollment in a
general education development test preparation course.

(d) The participant customer eamned a high school diploma or a general
education development certificate.

(2) The participant customer meets critcria relative to workforce readiness

as required by the department in rule. Such criteria may include but shall not be

limited to the following:

* * *

§325. Duties of partictpants customers
Each participant customer in the pitot-initiative program shall do all of the

following:
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§326. Duties of the department

A. The department shall submit to FNS applications for any waiver,
exemption, or other formal authorization and any state plan amendment as may be
necessary to implement the piot-mitiative program provided for in this Sub{art.
Such submissions by the department to FNS shall provide for all of the following:

(1) Reinstatement in the parish im-which-thepilot—initiative where the

program is established of the limit on receipt of SNAP benefits of three months in
a three-year period for ABAWD:s.

(2) Establishment of benefit extensions in six-month increments for

partictpants customers who meet workforce training or education requirements of the
Hotinitiative program,

(3) Any other functions as may be necessary for the department to establish
and operate the pitot-initiative program in a manner which that conforms with
applicable federal and state laws and regulations.

B. The department shall enter into any cooperative endeavor agreements,
contracts, and other arrangements with the-Eoutstana-Workforce-Commission; any
other government agency;and or any community partner as may be nccessary to
ensure adequate availability of workforce training to participamts customers in the
parish in which the pitot-initiative program is established.

C. The department shall institute all departmental policies and procedures
necessary to ensure that the process for SNAP benefits eligibility redetermination in
the parish in-whichthe-pitot-initiative where the program is established meets all of
the following requirements:

(1) Eligibility redetermination for each participant customer occurs no less
frequently than once every six months.

(2) Eligibility redetermination for each participant-inchudes customer shall

include a procedure for collecting and verifying documentation from the participant

customer of his engagement in a workforce training or education activity as provided
e

in R.S. 46:324,
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D.(1)Xa) mmmrofﬁxcmmmx The department

shall transmit notice in writing to all ABAWDs in the parish trwhich-the-pitot

initiative where the program is established indicating that continuation of benefits

beyond the three-month limit that is to be reinstated will be conditioned upon
engagement by participants customers in acceptable workforce training or education
activities.

(b) emmmmvmqrm@ﬂmﬂn The

department may transmit to ABAWDs in the parish mrwhich-the-pilot-nitiative

where the program is established duplicates of the notice provided for in
Subparagraph (a) of this Paragrapl(,)and may take any other actions it deems
necessary to provide ABAWDs with adequate notification of the changes in SNAP

benefits eligibility to be instituted through the piot-initiative program,

@) Withi esof f-the-pitot-initiative—the The

department shall transmit to each participant customer a form that provides a clear

description of requirements for continuation of benefits eligibility to be instituted
through the pitotinitiative program, and a space in which the participant customer
may affirmatively acknowledge that he understands these requirements.

(3) During the operation of the pitotinitiative program, the department shall
promptly notify each participant customer of any decision concerning his eligibility
for SNAP benefits made pursuant to the redetermination process provided for in
Subsection C of tbl;is Section.

E. The secretary of the department shall promulgate all rules and regulations
in accordance with the Administrative gﬁcedure Act as mmay—be necessary to
implement the provisions of this Sugbmt
§327. Notification to legislative committees; reporting

A. After receiving Eiieral approval as provided in R.S. 46:;28 and before
commencement of th@ot init;ati\\frgj the department shall transmit to the members
of the House Committee o;_He;tﬁ and Welfare and to the members of the Senate

Committee on Health and Welfare a written notice that addresses the purpose and
function of the pitotinitiative-andindicates the-commrencementdateof the-initiative
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program. The department may transmit the notice required by this Subségﬁon via

electronic mail.

aﬂdm'armuaﬂy-ﬂm The department shall annuallv submit a written

report providing a summary and evaluation of outcomes of the pHiot-initiative
program to the House Committee on Health and Welfare and the Senate Committee
on Health and Welfare. The department may include the report with its submission
of any other report pertaining to SNAP, including without limitation any report
required by Subpart E-Zv;f this Part.

§328. Eﬁ“"mmmﬂpmfcdmwm Termination of

€ pPro

et o e St e ,

by FNS:

B(1) Subject to legislative oversight as provided in the Administrative
Proc;::iure Act,R.S. 49:9?0 et seq., the department may terminate the pitotinitiative
program by emergency rule if the sccretary of the department determines that
workforce participation outcomes or educational attainment have not improved to

a satisfactory degree as a result of the imitiative program,

e e s berch shoried-araf-dioeiud
o " the-Eorisiana Workforos-Comiission okt
N ] .

SUBPART E-5. SNAP WORK REQUIREMENTS
§331. Findings and intent

A. The legislature hereby finds and declares the following:

(1) It is the policy of this state to encourage self-sufficiency so that
Louisianians may reduce dependence on public benefits assistance to meet basic
needs and become economically self-reliant.

(2) The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as

[

"food stamps" and referred to hereafter in this Subpart as "SNAP", provides support
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to needy households and to persons making the transition from wekare public
assistance to work.

(3) Federal regulations provided for in 7 CFR 2»‘;3 24 limit the duration of
receipt of SNAP benefits by nonworking, able-bodied adults without dependents
(ABAWD) who do not qualify for certain exemptions to a total of three months in
any three-year period. However, states may submit to the federal government
applications, commonly known as "waivers", to have this three-month limit waived.
If approved, such waivers allow able-bodied, nonworking, nonexempt adults to

receive SNAP benefits for an unlimited duration if those persons meet other

eligibility standards of the program. Louisiana has long used these waivers to exempt

the majority of able-bodied adults without dependents from the federal work
requirement.
* * *

§332. Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program work requirements; restriction

on waivers and exemptions

A. Unless expressly required by federal law, the Louisiana Department of
Childremrand-Fantity-Services Health shall not seek, apply for, accept, or renew any
waiver of work requirements established by the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program under 7 U.S.C. 2615(0).

B. The Louisiana Department of Chitdrerrand-Family-Services Health shall

not exercise the state's option to provide any exemptions from the work requirement

W
under 7 U.S.C. 2015(0)(6)(F).

* * *
§352. Definitions
As used in this Part, the following definitions apply:

(1) "Public assistance" means any of the following:

* * *

(b) Nutrition assistance benefits of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Program administered by the Louisiana Department of €htldremrand Family-Services

Health.
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§431. Curator for receipt and administration of welfare benefits
Any mentally incompetent person who is entitled to public assistance or who
has the right to apply for public assistance but cannot make application because of
his incompetency and who does not have a duly appointed and qualified legal
representative@may have a curator appointed for him solely for the pumpose of
representing his interest in qualifying for, receiving\and administering weHare public
assistance benefits. The appointment shall be rr):ade by any court of competent
Jurisdiction, subject to the proceedings hereinafier outlined.
* * *
§433. Bond; account; oath and letters
A. The curator shail be accountable at whatever intervals are specified by the
court and the court shall have the right to require a bond or whatever other security
is deemed necessary by the court to ensure the faithful performance of the curator's
duties;the. The curator, upon being appointed, shall take an oath; and letters of
authority may be issued to him.
* * *
§434. Final discharge of curator

A. The curator shall be discharged from his duties upon for anv of the

following reasons:

) (1) Upon the interdiction of the incompetent person under existing laws,

by (2) Upon proper proof to the court that the incompetent person has
become sufficiently competent to administer his wekare public assistance benefits:
ot

¢} (3) Upon the signing of an order by the court that made the original
appointment, upon its own motion, or otherwise, terminating the appointment of the
curator for any other reason.

B. Upon being discharged, the curator shall render a full and final accountin g
to the court of his administratio: d upon so doing, the curator shall be relieved

from any further responsibility and his bond shall be cancelled and whatever other

security may have been given shall be released.

* * *
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§450.1. Electronic authorization and distribution of public assistance benefits and

services

A. The office of children and family services, Department of Children and
Family Services, and the Louijsiana Department of Health shall contract for the
development and implementation of an electronic issuance system for the
authorization and distribution of benefits and services provided by public assistance
programs. Such programs shall include but not be limited to issuance of benefits and
services of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and the Family
Independence Temporary Assistance Program (FITAPI; and shall require that all
recipients who participate in programs for which benefits and services are authorized
and distributed through the system shall obtain benefits through such the electronic
issuance system, subject only to such the exceptions as-shati-be necessary for the
effective functioning of the program programs.

B. The contract program selected to provide the electronic issuance system

shall include but not be limited to:

* *® L

(4) Instruction—of Instructions for recipients trthe on_how to use of the

system.

(5) Instructiom—of Instructions for retailers and other participants in the
program irrthe on how to use of the system.
* * *
C. The contract program shall also:
(1) Provide merchants the option to utilize commercial pointof sale terminals
provided by a third-party processor to interface with the electronic benefits transfer

(EBT) provider selected by the department.

(2) Provide for reimbursement by the clectronic—benefits—transfer EBT

provider selected by the department of any and all costs incurred by the merchant in
the processing of benefits under the electronic issuance system for public assistance
programs for telephone monthly service charges and supplies for retailers utilizing

the state-provided EBT equipment.

* * *
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§460.4. Educational opportunities to promote seif-sufficiency

A. The legislature hereby finds that an employment-focused program has
succeeded in reducing welfare public assistance rolis by focusing on the importance
of work as a way of escaping poverty; education and employment can give welfare
public assistance recipients the literacy, knowledge, and aptitudes to obtain and
retain private career-path employment; that these programs retain their importance
in reducing welfare public assistance dependency; that new federal legislation places
an increased emphasis on employment and allows the combining of
employment-related activities with educational activities and that to the extent that
they can be funded under the new federal welfare reform program without hindering
the other federally recognized goals, they should be funded.

L ] ] E &
. W
§932. Powers and duties o0
The office shall have the following powers and duties: e
* * * 2 l';\
A=
(12) To administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, or otherwise a3
-
made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block grant or in ;:3- _9_\
e R
any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by the o 5
I
Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health, > O §
.
on August 15, 1995, or the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1, 2025, and '-i P
e ——
to distribute those funds in accordance with and consistent with R.S. 46:936. <
J <=
* * *
—
§936. Statement of intent A %
] ‘\::
A. It is the intention of the legislature that, insofar as is practical and \ﬂ'&
-
consistent with the efficient administration of state government, programs and 2 g‘___'
. &I
services for the elderly population of Louisiana, with the exception of any program Q; 2
o
administered by the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana 5_:\_. S\’J,_S\
B
Department of Health on August 15, 1995, or the Louisiana Department of Health %} &_
u— —
on October 1, 2025, shall eventually be consolidated within the office of elderly 2 tg
o
affairs, to be administered at the local level by the sixty-four parish voluntary '-2":)_
=

councils on aging,.

self
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B. 1t is further the intention of the legislature that the Sffroc-of Fiderly
Affairs office of elderly affairs administer all federa funds appropriated, allocated,

or otherwise made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block

grant or in any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by

the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of

Health on August 15, 1995, or the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1

2025, The office of elderly affairs shall distribute such funds in accordance with

appropriate state and federal requirements and consistent with this Sec\ti/on.

Section 13. R.S. 46:1(2), (4), and (6), 54, 56(A) and (B)(1), 59, 60, 107(A)
114(A), (B), (C)(1 Yintroductory paragraph)and (2), (D), and (EX(1 )(introducto agraph),
114.2, 114.3(A) and (B), 116, 230.1(A) and (B), 231(11) an 31.4(A) and (D), 236,

NOT INACY
237(A)(E),(F), and (G), 352(1 )(a)an »443, 444,447, 450.1(A), 460.1, 460.5(A),

460.7(A) and (C), 460 and (B), 460.10, 932(12), and 936 are hereby amended and

and R.S.46:107(E) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§1. Definitions
e
As used in this Title, the following definitions shall apply:
* * *
(2) "Department" means the Department of Children and Family Services,

Louisiana Works. or Louisiana Department of Health.

* * *

(4) "Parish or district office" means parish or district office of the Department
of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works, or Louisiana Department of
Health.

* * *

(6) "Secretary" means the secretary of the Department of Children and

Family Services, Louisiana Works. or Louisiana Department of Health.

# * *

§54. Parish offices

A. There shall be in each parish of the state a parish office of the departmen@
provided that the department may unite two or more parishes and form a district
office. All duties and responsibilities set forth in this Ch;)ter for parish offices shall
also apply to the district offices.
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B. Under rules and regulations of the department. the field and district
offices shall administer all forms of public assistance within the department's

purview in respective parishes.

* * *

§56. Applications and client case records; definitions; confidentiality; waijver;
penalty
A. Applications for assistance and information contained in case records of
clients of the Louisiana Department of Health, the Department of Children and

Family Services, Louisiana Works, or the office of elderly affairs, for the purpose

of adult protective services, shall be confidential and, except as otherwise provided,
it shall be unlawful for any person to solicit, disclose, receive, make use of, or to
authorize, knowingly permit, participate in, or acquiesce in the use of applications
or client case records or the information contained therein for any purpose not
directly connected with the administration of the programs of the department,
B.(1) For the purposes of this Segﬁon, “department” means the Louisiana
Department of Health, the Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana

>
Works, and the adult protection agency as provided inR.S. 15:1503. It is the express

v
intent of this Section that the Louisiana Department of Health, the Department of

Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works. and, for the purpose of adult

protective services, the office of elderly affairs share access to each other's case
records to the extent that such access is not prohibited by any contrary provision of
federal law or regulation.

* *® *
§59. Welfare demonstratim@experimental and other projects

The Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works, and the

Louisiana Department of Health are authorized to make use of staff and equipment
to carry out experimental and demonstration projects whose costs are otherwise
totally financed by the federal government under the provisions of the Social
Security Act/\ &2 U.S.E. 13 15}/\or any other programs totally financed from federal

funds, J :
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§60. Educational leaves with pay, federal funds

The secretary of the Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana
Works. and Louisiana Department of Health may grant educational leave with pay
to an empioyee of the department in compliance with federa] administrative rules
@d federal laws that allow federal matching funds to be used in further educating
employees of the Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works,
and Louisiana Department of Health in the various states.

* * *
§107. Appeal and review: venue for judicial review

A.(1) The Department of Children and Family Services@lgsiingﬂr_ki
and the office of the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health, through their
respective appeal sections, shall provide for a system of hearings and are responsible
for fulfillment of all hearing provisions as prescribed under Titlé I, IV-LA, ):{, XIV ,

v L "
XVI, XIX, or XX of the Social Security Act and under the Food Stamp Act, Pubh-c)/

F‘ L + w
bm( 91-671. Under these provisions, an opportunity for a hearing shall be granted

at the state level to any applicant, or recipient, gr customer who makes a timely
request for a hearing because his claim for assistance, services, or nuirition
assistancc benefits is denied or is not acted upon with reasonable promptness and to
any recipient who is aggrieved by an agency action resulting in suspension,

reduction, discontinuance, or termination of benefits.

* * "

. vl . -
E. For purposes of this Section, "customer" means an applicant or recipient
of public assistance benefits and services that fall within the purview of Louijsiana

Works.

* * *®

§114. Fraud in obtaining assistance; withholding information concerning property,
income or beneficiary, or personal circumstances

A. No person shall obtain or attempt to obtain assistance from the

Bepartment-of-Chitdremrand—Famity-Services Louisiana Works or the Louisiana
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Department of Health by means of any false statement, misrepresentation, or other

fraudulent device. If during the life, or upon the death, of any person who is
receiving or has received assistance it is found that the recipient is receiving or has
received assistance through misrepresentation, nondisclosure of material facts, or
other fraudulent device, the amount of assistance, without interest, shall be
recoverable from him or his estate as a debt due the state by court action.

B. If at any time during the continuance of public assistance to any person,
the recipient thereof, or the husband or wife of the recipient with whom he or she is
living, is possessed or becomes possessed of any property or income in excess of the
amount declared at the time of application or reinvestigation of his case and in such
amount as would affect his needs or right to receive assistance, it shall be the duty
of the recipient, or the husband or wife of the recipient, to notify the-Bepartment-of
Ehitdremand—FamilyServices Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of
Health of possession of such property or income, and the department shall, after
investigation, either cancel the assistance or alter the amount thereof in accordance
with the circumstances, providedzrhat such investigation shows that such property
or income does affect the need of the recipient or his right to receive assistance. If
during the life, or upon the death, of any person who is receiving or has received
assistance it is found that the recipient or his spouse was possessed of any property
or income in excess of the amount reported that would affect his need or right to
recetve assistance, any assistance paid when the recipient or his spouse was in
possession of such undeclared property or income shall be recoverable, without
interest, from him or his estate as 2 debt due the state by court action. The possession
of undeclared property by a recipient or his spouse with whom he is living shall be
prima facie evidence of its ownership during the time assistance was granted, and the
burden to prove otherwise shall be upon the recipient or his legal representative.

C.(1) If the personal circumstances of the recipient change at any time during
the continuance of assistance, he shall immediately notify the—Bepartment—of

Ehitdren-and-Famity-Services Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of

Health of the change. Personal circumstances shall include:

* * *

Page 44 of 63

CODING: Words in struck-through type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29

HB NO. 624

ENROLLED
(2) If during the life, or upon the death, of any person who is receiving

assistance it is found that the recipient has received or is receiving assistance of a
greater amount than he is entitled to recejve as a result of his failure to notify the
Bm'vf‘el'nith'm—md—l:mﬂy-sm Louisiana Works or the Louisiana
Department of Health of a change of personal circumstances as set forth in this
Subsec/:tion, any assistance paid during the time that the recipient was receiving
assistance of a greater amount than he was entitled to receive as a result of his failure
to notify the department shall be recoverable, with legal interest, from him or his
estate as a debt due the state by court action.

D. The federal government shall be entitled to share in any amount recovered
under the provisions of this Sec\ﬁ:bn; however, the amount recovered by the federal
government shall not exceed the amount contributed by the federal government in
each case. The amount due the United States shall be promptly paid or credited upon
collection to the designated agency of the federal government by the-Bepartmentof

Ehitdren—and-Family-Services Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of

Health,

E.(1) Persons receiving food stamps or Aid to Families with Dependent
Children, or a successor of either program, who have been determined by the
Bcpm'tmml“of*ehﬂdrcn-and—anﬂy-smces Louisiana Works or the Louisiana
Department of Health in an administrative hearing, or a court of competent
Jurisdiction after final appeal, to have fraudulently obtained such food stamps or Aid
to Families with Dependent Children, or benefits or assistance from a successor of
either program, shall be ineligible for further participation in the program in
accordance with the following schedule:

* * *
§114.2. Attempting or aiding to obtain assistance fraudulently; penalties
Any person who obtains or attempts to obtain or aids and abets anyone to

obtain assistance from ﬂTC'Bcpmrofelnldrcn-md-an]y—sm Louisiana

Works or the Louisiana Department of Health by means of any false statement,
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misrepresentation, or other fraudulent device or violates the provisions of R. S.
46; I 14 shall be guilty of theft as provided by R.S. 14 67

§114.3. Regional fraud detectiop units; investigative subpoenas and subpoenas duces

tecum

A. %mmfﬁehdmmdmﬂﬁm Louisiana Works shall

establish, maintain, and provide for fraud detection functions in order to detect fraud

in obtaining public assistance through staff in each region of the state. Each fraud
detection unit shall report each incident of public assistance fraud to the fraud
detection section of the office of children and family services on a monthly basis by
the tenth day of each succeeding month. An annual report of the activities of all frand
detection units within a state fiscal year shall be submitted by the fraud detection
section to the Senate and House committees on health and welfare by September
first.

B. When the secretary of Hmnfof-elﬂdrm-md—hnﬂy-sme,
Louisiana Works or the secretary's designated representative has evidence that any
person, business, or other legal entity attempted to obtain or obtained assistance or
payment for services or goods from the department by means of any false statement,
misrepresentation, or other fraudulent device, the secretary or the designated
representative may issue an administrative investigation subpoena for deposition
testimony or a subpoena duces tecum to be served upon any person, business, or
other legal entity who is believed to have information, material, or physical evidence
relative to the alleged or suspected violation, for the purpose of producing, revealing,
identifying, or explaining documentary material or other physical evidence. Such
deposition or return of subpoena shall take place in the parish in which the person,
business, or other legal entity upon whom the subpoena has been served resides or
conducts business. The subpoena shall be served by certified mail, return receipt
requested, or by any other means authorized by the Code of Civ:ifl Procedure or the
Code of Criminal Procedure for the service of process. The subpoena shall specify

a return date indicating the date by which deposition testimony or-information,

material, or physical evidence must be received by the department.

* ® »
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§116. Prima facie proof of pleadings

Pleadings filed on behaif of hﬁepmnfﬁhﬂdmn—mdwy.sm
Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of Health in actions to recover the

value of ineligible public financial assistance payments or benefits shall be
accompanied by an itemized statement of the amount of overissuance or
Overpayment together with the amount to which the recipient was entitled, if any,
When accompanied by an affidavit of the assistant secretary of the office
administering such payments or benefits to the correctness thereof as to the truth of
the facts alleged to the best of the affiant's knowledge and belief, such itemized

statement shall be accepted as prima facie proof of the disbursement and receipt of

NN
( said payments and the amount thereof.
-

* * *

§230.1. Legislative intent
A. It is the intent of the legislature that families in Louisiana be strong and
economically self-reliant so as to minimize thejr dependence on government benefits
for basic needs. To accomplish this goal, it is the intent of this Paft that the

Bmof‘ehﬂdrcn-and-anl-y-sm Louisiana Works ensures that all cash

assistance recipients, with the exception of persons with disabilities or who are

incapacitated, are actively and universally engaged in meaningful activities designed
1o enable their transition from cash assistance to self-reliance. It is the further intent
that cash assistance participants demonstrate and are expected to exercise active and
diligent personal responsibility in achieving self-reliance through employment and
increased workplace literacy. All appropriate state agencies responsible for
employment, training, and educating Louisiana's citizens are expected to cooperate
in the pursuit of this goal.

B. The-Bepartment-of Chitdrerrand-Famity-Services Louisiana Works shall
submit written reports on the status of implementation of these provisions to the
Performance Review Subcommittee of the Joint Legislative Committee on the

Budget in March, 2004 and September, 2004, and thereafter, annually at the same
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time as the mid-year performance Progress report is submitted as provided in R.S.

39:87. 3(A)(2) Such written reports shall include but not be limited to data providing
performance measures assessing the success of performance-based agreements, job
readiness, workplace literacy, job development services, and such additiona] data as
may be determined by the committee.

* * *
§231. Aid to needy families; definitions

As used in this Subpart, unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

* * *
(11) "Department" means &Bmmm&ewmmm_sm
Louisiana Works.
* * *
(24) "Secretary”" means the secretary of the-Bepartment-of-Chitdren—and
Famity-Services Louisiana Works.
* * *

§231.4. Immunization compliance; exceptions

A. The secretary of H@me—ehﬂdren—md—mefy-smm

Louisiana Works and the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health shall

requl.re each recipient or customer of public assistance of the programs described
{ herem or his parent or guardian to present to the appropriate local agency issuing the
pubinc assistance sufficient evidence of immunity or immunization against vaccine-
preventable diseases according to a schedule promulgated by rule by the office of
public health of the Louisiana Department of Health. Sufficient evidence that such
an immunization program is in progress may be substituted for proof of immunity

Or immunization.

* * &

D. mmmﬁawanﬂyﬁmmm&sand

the Louisiana Department of Health shall promulgate rules and regulations in

W

accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to implement the provisions of
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this Sectlon for programs under the particular department's Jurisdiction. The office

of public health shall develop and promuigate by rule the immunization schedule
required

§236. Administration of emergency assistance to needy families with children

* * *

In order to extend and improve services, aid, and care to needy children and
needy families with children in this state, and in order to take fu] advantage of
existing federally funded programs on 2 matched basis, the-Bepartmrentof-Chitdren

and Famity-Services Louisiana Works shall be the agency of the state of Louisiana

to cooperate with the United States and to adm1mster Title IV-A Sections 403 and

406 of the Social Security Act E2 USs.C. 603 and 606 or any amendments thereto,
relating to emergency assmtaﬁ’ce to needy families wn;hJ1 children, and to receive and
expend federal moneys for these services.
* * *
§237. Kinship Care Subsidy Program
A. Creation. There is hereby established a Kinship Care Subsidy Program in

oo o= Lo

Services Louisiana Works/ for the purpose of assisting eligible kinship caregivers,

including grandparents, step-grandparents, or other adult relatives within the fifth

degree who have legal custody or guardianship of their minor relatives.

* * *

E. Subsidy amounts. Fhe-office-of-chitdrerrand-famity-serviees Louisiana

Works shall promulgate rules and regulations to establish the amount of the subsidy
to be awarded on behalf of each minor relative.

F. Rules, regulations, and procedures. ﬁc'ofﬁcrofdn-}dremd-fmnly

services Louisiana Works shall promulgate rules and regulations to provide for any
other eligibility requirements which are reasonably necessary to administer the
Kinship Care Subsidy Program in accordance with this Section and any federal
requirements, to promote the safety and well-being of any minor relative for whom
subsidies are issued, and to establish procedures for reconsideration of eligibility of
applicants no less than annually.
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G- Administration and funding, The subsidy provided for in this Sextion shall

be administered by hﬁwﬂﬁhﬂdmd—famrms Louisiana Works and

funded through the TANF block grant,

* * *
§352. Definitions

As used in this Pai‘t, the following definitions apply:

(1) "Public assistance" means any of the following:

(a) Cash benefits of the Family Independence Temporary Assistance
Program administered bymmmfufehﬂdrcmdfmh-sms Louisiana
Works.

* * *
§441. Surviving spouse of public assistance recipients; retention of benefits received
during month of death

A surviving spouse of a gemerat public assistance recipient is hereby
authorized to receive and retain any financial assistance paid by the-Bepartment-of

Chitdrenrand-Famity-Services Louisiana Works to or for the benefit of said the

recipient during the month of the death o ecipient, whether or not the check
g

covering such the public assistance was actually received prior to the death of the
recipient.

* * *

§443. Exemption of income and resources

The secretary of theBepartment-of-Chitdrerrand-Famity-Services Louisiana

Works and the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health are hereby

authorized to adopt income and resources exemption policies to the extent necessary
to conform with the federal Economic Ol;;ortmity Act, any social security
provision, and any other laws of congress to obtain federal block grant or matching
funds for the state's public assistance program. Such income and resources
exemption policies shall prevail in the event they conflict with R.S. 46:1 g L1 53, 1 521,

and 233.
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§444. Cooperation with administrative agencies relative to interchange of

information
FheBepartmentof Chitdremrand-Famity-Services Louisiana Works is hereby
authorized to provide for interchange of such information necessary in providing for

.. i . L - i
work training experiences as required by Pﬂbﬁchwf90-248, as the secretary of the

United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare, or its successor

department, may require for federal matching purposes.

*

Fam b Independence Temporard Accis
§447. Rev?;mntkstandﬁd of need -- “:::::- 3} -.: spende

3

atehildven: péneral

assistance

A. The Louisiana Department of Health and the-Departmentof Chitdrenrand

Famity-Services Louisiana Works jointly shall revise the standard of need for the

_ ce\stance.
Family Independence Temporary Assistarct Program and the general assistance

program each year, basing such standard on the Annual Update of the Poverty
Income Guidelines published by the United States Department of Health and Human
Services. The standard shall reflect the higher of the southern and national averages.
The departments shall cause such revised standard to become effective on January
first of each year.

B. Implementation of this provision shall be contingent or the Louisiana
Department of Health and ﬂ‘fc—Bcpmm—of—ehﬂdrcn—and—ley—sm
Louisiana Works certifying to the commissioner of the division of administration
that the revision will not increase the total state dollar expenditure for the two
departments.

* * *
§450.1. Electronic authorization and distribution of public assistance benefits and

services

A. The offrec-of chitdrenrand-famity-services; Bepartmrent-of-Chitdrerrand
Family—Services; Louisiana Department of Health and Louisiana Works shall

contract for the development and implementation of an electronic issuance system
for the authorization and distribution of benefits and services provided by public

assistance programs. Such programs shall include but not be limited to issuance of
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benefits and services of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and the
Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program (F ITAP)Omd shall require that
all recipients who participate in programs for which benefits and services are
authorized and distributed through the system shall obtain benefits through such the
electronic issuance system, subject only to sweh the exceptions as-shali-be necessary
for the effective functioning of the progrant programs.

* * *

§460.1. Submission of quarterly reports to the legislature

%Bmm‘of'ehﬂch-m@d-ﬁnﬁm Louisiana Works shall
submit copies of the federal quarterly ACF-196 and ACF-696 reports to the House
and Senate committees on health and welfare, the House Committee on
Appropriations, and the Senate Committee on Finance at the time these reports are
submitted to the federal government. Upon request, the department shall submit
copies of any other report the legislature deems necessary.

* * *

§460.5. Earned income disregards for certain TANF recipients

A. In order to promote self-sufficiency, the—Bepartment-of-Chitdren—and

Famnily-Services Louisiana Works shall disregard a recipient's first six months of

earnings up to nine hundred dollars of gross earnings per month in determining the
amount of his household's benefit under Temporary Assistance for Needy F amilies,
provided that such the recipient is engaged in a work activity which has been

approved by the department as part of his work participation requirement under

TANF.

* * *

§460.7. Incentive Award Program; dropout reduction; teen pregnancy reduction

A.Mmm&ewmmm

consultation with the Department of Education shall develop and implement a
special program, the Incentive Award Program, whereby the governing authority of
a parish and a parish school system may receive a financial award for reducing the

teen pregnancy rate and dropout rate for the parish.

* * *
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C. Through the Incentive Award Program, the department shall provide a

financial award to each of the ten parishes identified in the annual progress report
which that have demonstrated the most significant reduction in dropout rates, as
defined by rule of the Department of Education, and in teen pregnancy rates as
defined by rule ofmmvfelﬁith-mmd-ﬁmﬂy-sm Louisiana Works.
The financial award shall be distributed to such the ten parish school systems. These
awards may be expended by the parish school system to implement innovative
community-based and school-based programs designed to further reduce the dropout
rate and the teen pregnancy rate for the parish and for instructional enhancement
programs.
* * "
§460.8. TANF eligibility; teen parent living arrangements; work participation
requirements; submission of waiver

A.(1)(2) Any recipient of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block
Grant (TANF) benefits who is less than eighteen years of age, is not married, and is
a custodial parent shall live in an approved adult-supervised living arrangement with
his or—her child, except when evidence is presented to a caseworker of the
Bepartment-of Chitdrenand-Famity-Services Louisiana Works that the teen parent,
or his or-her child, has been subjected to emotional or physical abuse.

{b)(i} If the caseworker determines that the teen parent, or his orher child,
has been subjected to the abuse of an adult with whom they are living in a primary
relationship and that under the circumstances the teen, and his erher child, would be
safer living outside the present adult-supervised living arrangement, then the teen
parent and child shall be allowed to live outside sach the adult-supervised living
arrangement temporarily,

(i) If the teen parent leaves his-orter-such the adult-supervised living
arrangement, the caseworker shall monitor the teen's case no less frequently than
once a month and shall assist the teen parent in locating another approved adult-
supervised living arrangement, taking into consideration the needs and concerns of

the teen parent and child.
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(¢) The teen parent shall be allowed to receive TANF benefits on behalf of
himself or-herseif, and his orter child, while temporarily living outside an aduit-

supervised living arrangement as provided in this Subséf:fion.

* * *

B. The secretary of &‘_Bmwelﬂdm—md—hmirsm

Louisiana Works may temporarily exempt from the work participation requirements
any female who isin a two-parent TANF family who presents sufficient evidence to
support a claim that she has been incapable of maintaining a job or regularly
reporting to her place of employment because she is a victim of domestic violence
and has been forced to move into a shelter or another protective environment outside

her home.

* * *

§460.10. Drug testing for certain adult recipients of public assistance; legislative

policy; procedures

A. The legislature hereby reaffirms the legitimate government function of
promoting the safety and welfare of children and adults. The legislature declares that
the best interests of a significant portion of the state's population are served by
ensuring that they are free of the physical and mental impairments associated with
drug dependence. The legislature further reaffirms its compelling interest in
providing safeguards to eliminate the misappropriation of entitlerment public
assistance benefits. The legislature hereby directs the secretary of the Bepartmentof

€Ehitdrenrand-Family-Services Louisiana Works, in consultation with the secretary

of the Louisiana Department of Health and the commissioner of administration, to

establish a mandatory drug testing program for certain adults in the Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant Program.

B.(1) The secretary of theDepartment-of-Chitdren-and—Family-Services
Louisiana Works shall cause to be instituted a mandatory drug testing program for
certain adult participants, to be determined by the secretary in consultation with the
secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health and the commissioner of

administration, in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant
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Program. However, no Mo participant shall be tested if such testing is prohibited by

federal law. No sanction shall be imposed on an adult participant if such sanction is
prohibited by federal law.

(2) The Such testing program shall provide procedural safeguards to ensure
the protection of the constitutional rights of the program participants and provide that
testing shall be done by state certified laboratories.

C.{1) The required drug testing program shall require a participant to
complete an education and rehabilitation program upon the initial identification of
such the participant as an illegal drug user verified by a positive test result as a
prerequisite to continued receipt of benefits. F urther, the drug testing program shall
provide for the suspension of participation in suchrentitterment the public assistance
program for a participant subsequently identified by a verified positive test result ag
an illegal drug user—however, However, in no event shall participation in such
entitterment the public assistance program be suspended while the participant is

taking part in the education and rehabilitation program or unti] an education and
rehabilitation program is available to the participant,

{2)(2) The secretary of the-Departmrent-of-Chitdrerand-Family-Services
Louisiana Works. in conjunction with the secretary of the Louisiana Department of
Health and the commissioner of administration, shall provide a program of education
and rehabilitation for participants so identified as illegal drug users.

(b) The Such program shall include regulations governing the reentry of a
suspended reciptent participant into the entitterent public assistance program based
on subsequent testing results and completion of education and rehabilitation
programs.

{c) The Such program shall also include the provision of inpatient services
for any participant identified as an illegal drug user if it is determined that such

inpatient services are necessary for successful rehabilitation.

D. The secretary of the—Bepartmrent—of—Children—and—Family—-Services

Louisiana Works, in consultation with the secretary of the Louisiana Department of

Health and the commissioner of administration, shall promulgate rules and

Page 55 of 63

CODING: Words in struckthrough type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29

HB NO. 624 ENROLLED

regulations to implement the provisions of this Sect‘fén in accordance with the
N

Administrative Procedure Act. Such rules and regulations shall provide that the cost

of testing participants for the presence of illegal drugs and the treatment of such

participants pursuant to the provisions of this Secfibn shall be bome by the

department or departments that grant the applicable public assistance.

E. The secretary of Louisiana Works shall prepare a written statistical report

on the program and submit the report to the legislature on or before January 1, 1992,1

and annually thereafter. .

§932. Powers and duties
The office shall have the following powers and duties:
* * *

(12) To administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, or otherwise
made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block grant or in
any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by the
Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health,

on August 15, 1995, the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1, 2025, or

Louisiana Works on October 1. 2027, and to distribute those funds in accordance

with and consistent with R.S. 46:\9/36.
* * *
§936. Statement of intent
A. It is the intention of the legislature that, insofar as is practical and
consistent with the efficient administration of state government, programs and
services for the elderly population of Louisiana, with the exception of any program

administered by the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana

Department of Health on August 15, 1995, the Louisiana Department of Health on
October 1. 2025, or Louisiana Works on October 1. 2027, shall eventually be

consolidated within the office of elderly affairs, to be administered at the local level

by the sixty-four parish voluntary councils on aging.
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B. It is further the intention of the legislature that the Sffirceof-Eiderly
#Adfairs office of elderly affairs administer al] federal funds appropriated, allocated,
or otherwise made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block

grant or in any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by

the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of

Health on August 15, 1995 the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1,2025,

or Louisiana Works on October 1. 2027. The office of elderly affairs shall distribute

such funds in accordance with appropriate state and federal requirements and J

consistent with this Section.

* * *
-Section 14. R S. 46:936 is hereby amended and reenacted tw

§936. Statement of intent

A. It is the intention of the legislature that, insofar as js practical and )

consistent with the efficient administration of state govemnment, programs and
services for the elderly population of Louisiana, with the exception of any program

administered by the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana

Department of Health on August 15, 1995_ the Louisiana Department of Health on

October . 2025, or Louisiana Works on October 1. 2027, shall eventually be
consolidated within the office-of eiderty-affairs Department of Elderly Affairs, to be

administered at the local level by the sixty-four parish voluntary councils on aging.

B. It is further the intention of the legislature that the ©ffice Department of
Elderly Affairs administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, or otherwise
made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block grant or in
any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by the

Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health

on August 15, 1995, the ouisiana Department of Health on October 1, 2025, or

Louisiana Works on October 1, 2027. The offtce-ofelderty-affairs Department of
Elderly Affairs shall distribute such funds in accordance with appropriate state and

federal requirements and consistent with this Section.
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Section 15. R.S. 49:191(1)(f) and 1402{1ﬁ}amhmbywzdm;aa§"%

read as follows: —
-- §191. Termination of legislative authority for existence of Statutory entities; phase-

out period for statutory entities; table of dates

Notwithstanding any termination dates set by any previous A:t of the
legislature, the statutory entities set forth in this Se;ion shall begin to terminate their
operations on July first of each of the following years, and all legislative authority
for the existence of any statutory entity, as defined in R.S. 49\5 90, shall cease as of
July first of the following year, which shall be the termination date;

(1) July 1, 2026:

" * *

(f) Theboutstana-Weorkforce Commission Louisiana Works and all statutory

entities made a part of the department by law.

* * *

§1402. Definition of terms
L
As used in this Chapter, the following terms have the meanings ascribed to
them in this Secthn unless otherwise clearly indicated by context:

(1) “Agency" means any of the following state departments:

* * *
(d) Eouistana-Workforce-Commission Louisiana Works.
* * *
Vi v v~

Section 16. R.S. 23:18 and 34 and R.S. 36:308(E) are hereby rgpealed in their

entirety.

v v v
Section 17. R.S. 46:52.1(C) through (F), 55, 102,103, 112, 230.1(C), and

v v’ e B
231.14(G)(3) and R.S. 49:1402(1)(a) are hereby repealed’in their entirety,

Section 18. The Louisiana State Law

"commission", to " siana Works" or "department" where appropriate. The Louisiana

State Law JnfStitute is hereby further authorized and requested to change all references to the
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executive director of the Louisiana Workforce Commission, whether referred to as

"executive director of the Louisiana Workforce Commission”, "exec

commission", "executive of the department”, or "executive director”,

Department o ﬁrhildren and Family Services, or a successoy department, to Louisiana Works
J

f
(RS 2025, No. 419

by this Act shall continue to be e ective, aid the offide of state register shall change all

applicable references to the Department of Childrey/ and Family Services, or a successor

department, to Louisiana Works and redesignate £nd renumber, as needed, all applicable

provisions as are necessary to maintain continuffy in the Louisiana Administrative Code.
Section 20. All monies held in the sthte treasury for the Fraud Detection Fund on
the effective date of this Section, shall ypon that date, be transferred to the Louisiana
Department of Health.
Section 21.(A) All Departmegt of Children and Family Services, or a successor

department, contracts related to the operation and administration of the programs and

S 202§, No. 479 )

activities transferred to Louisiana/ Works by this Act "shal be deemed to have been

transferred and assigned to LouisiAna Works upon the effective date of this Section without
the necessity of contractual amegdment, and Louisiana Works shall be solely responsible for
all related obligations and liabilities arising on or after that effective date.

(B) In order to ensur¢/continuity of services during the transition period, any pending
ot unfinished business off the programs being transferred over shall be taken over and
completed by Louisiang Works with the same power and authorization as that of the

Department of Childrehn and Family Services, or a successor department.

Works to cafry out the functions of Louisiana Works and its programs and services and shall

Page 59 of 63

CODING: Words in struck-through type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

HB NO. 624

activities deemed necessary to make such a transfer. human resource activities shall
include but are not limited to the transfer of personnef files and other related confidential
documents, position descriptions, retirement benefi , and related benefits, including but not

limited to those offered by the Office of Group Benefits.

(D) In order to ensure continuity of services, Louisiana Works shall provide
adequate funding from the Temporary Assiftance for Needy Families (TANF) program to
the Department of Children and Family Sérvices, or a successor department, to run the child

protection and child welfare services 36 set forth in an interagency agreement. The amount

secretaries of Louisiana Works ajfd the Department of Children and F amily Services, or a
successor department. Both départments agree to work collaboratively to ensure that
adequate financial resources/are provided annually. In the event that the secretaries are

unable to reach an agreenfent regarding the funding provisions. either department may

request a resolution by/the commissioner of administration. The commissioner shall
convene a meeting betwveen the secretaries and make a final determination on the proposed

allocation of funding to be included in the annual proposed operating budget.
Section 22.(A) The provisions of R.S. 23:73(E)(2) as amended and reenacted in

LAAC 2028, No. 478

Section 8 of this Act shall supersede the provisions of R.S. 23:73(E)(2) as amended and
reenacted in Section 1 of Act No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature when
Section 1 ¢f Act No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective,
Cﬂ;dg 2625, NJo. 47187 ,
) The provisions of R.S. 46:936 as amendcd and reendcted in Section 14 of this Act
shall sypersede the provisions of R.S. 46:936 as amended and reenacted in Section 5 of Act

No. 784 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature when Section 5 of Act No. 384 of

the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.

CUDTE;QM%][MDIE o R¢ 23: 730637 )
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Section 23.(A) The workforce development ‘Iﬁggrams administered by the

Department of Children and Family Services shall be administered by Louisiana Works, or

and Training, or "SET for Success", or successor pro s, the Child Support Enforcement
Employment and Training Program, or a successor pyogram, and the Strategies to Empower
People (STEP) Program, or a successor program.

(B) All employees of the Departmenf of Children and Family Services, or a
successor department, whose duties involve the administration or implementation of the
programs provided for in Subsection A of this Section shall be transferred to Louisiana
Works, or its successors, in accordance wi applicable civil service laws and regulations,

(C) The Department of Chil and Family Services, or a successor department,
and Louisiana Works, orits successors, execute an interagency agreement to ensure the
continued funding of these programsfin a manner consistent with each program's current
funding sources and mechanisms. / The agreement shall provide for the allocation of
resources, personnel, and adminfstrative support necessary to maintain uninterrupted
program operations. Louisiana Works, or its successors, shall provide a monthly report and
invoice 10 the Department of ¢hildren and Family Services, or a successor department,
which shall be paid within thigly days of receipt, and provided in a format prescribed by the
Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor department, for an interagency
transfer of funding to Louigiana Works, or its successors.

(D) The secretarfes of the Department of Children and Family Services, or a
successor department, agfd Louisiana Works, or its successor, or their respective designees,

shall take all actions pecessary to implement the provisions of this Section, including

DDS grogram shall be transferred to the Louisiana Department of Health, or its successors,
in gfcordance with applicable civil service laws and regulations.
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(C) Upon transfer, the Louisiana Department of Health, or its successors, shall be

the direct recipient of all federal funding for the DDS pro from the Social Security

Administration.

efficiently and effectively provide services to the citizens of this state, Louisiana Works shall

reduce at least forty employees from its July 1, 202;1; employee count through natural

applicable to the programs and operations erred from the Departm?t of Children and

ACIC 2025, AT

Family Services to the Louisiana DepartmeAt of Health by this Act'5s)

continue to be -
effective, and the office of state register/ shall change all applicable references to the
Department of Children and Family Seryices to the Louisiana Department of Health and
redesignate and renumber, as needed, applicable provisions as are necessary to maintain
continuity in the Louisiana Administshtive Code.

(B) All Department of Chfldren and Family Services contracts related to the
operation and administration of the programs and activities transferred to the Louisiana
Department of Health by this Act shall be deemed to have been transferred and assigned to
the Louisiana Department of Health upon the effective date of this Section without the
necessity of contractual amegidment, and the Louisiana Department of Health shall be solely
responsible for all related gbligations and liabilities arising on or after that effective date.

(C) In order to enfure continuity of services during the transition period, any pending
or unfinished businesé of the programs being transferred over shall be taken over and
completed by the Lguisiana Department of Health with the same power and authorization
as that of the De};rétment of Children and Family Services.

O Hr!l employees engaged in the performance of duties relating to the functions
of the progams and services transferred from the Department of Children and Family
Serviceﬁ/o the Louisiana Department of Health are hereby transferred to the Louisiana
De : ent of Health to carry out the functions of the Louisiana Department of Health and

ity/brograms and services and shall continue to perform their duties, subject to applicable
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unclassified service shall remain in the unclassified serviofé. Upon the transfer of employees
to the Louisiana Department of Health, such employees/shall immediately have the ability
to payroll deduct or direct deposit their payroll earnings in favor of any credit union of which
they were members prior to the transfer.

(2) The Department of State Civil Servicé shall assist the Department of Children and

Family Services and the Louisiana Departrgent of Health in all human resource activities

those offered by the Office of oup Benefits.
(E) The commissionér of administration is hereby authorized and directed to make

necessary adjustments t¢’ appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 to conform with the

[ONS

IN 68 G, 4,422 ]

provisions of this Act. Adjustments shall be through the notification of appropriation

process or through dpproval of mid-year adjustments. J
Section 27.(A) Sections 1, 2, 4, 6, 7,9,10, 12, 15, 16, 18, 20, and 23 through 26 of
i
this Act shall/become effective on October 1, 2025.

/ LActC 2025, 1o, 479]
(B/fThe provisions of Sections 8, 14, and 22 of this Act shall become effective when

0T W ALL PKD VIS

Act N?r./ 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.

/
r.-" (C) Sections 3, 5, 11, 13, 17, 19, and 21 of this Act shall become effective October

CN

1,2027.

-:':_d_-r

SPEAK/E?%HE/% -

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

5,

PRESIPENT OF THE SENATE

OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:

"
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ACT 411

2025 Regular Session

ENROLLED

HOUSE BILL NO. 617

BY REPRESENTATIVES CARVER, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAMBURG, BERAULT,

10
I1
12
13
14
15
16
17

BILLINGS, BOYER, BRAUD, BRYANT, CHENEVERT, COATES, COX,
CREWS, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, EDMONSTON, "FIRMENT, FISHER,
FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, HEBERT, HENRY, HILFERTY, JACKSON, MIKE
JOHNSON, KERNER, LACOMBE, MACK, MCMAKIN, MELERINE, MOORE,
NEWELL, OWEN, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, STAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON,
WALTERS, WILDER, WRIGHT, AND WYBLE AND SENATORS BASS,
BOUDREAUX, CATHEY, CLOUD, CONNICK, HENRY, MCMATH, MILLER,
MIZELL, MYERS, REESE, SELDERS, AND WHEAT

La. State Law institute
P?ENTER’S COoPY
Eds To:__ALL Pgs.
Hote: ¢ ATACHED ¢ DIT CHEET

AN ACT

To amend and reenact/Children'SCode Articles 509(B)(1), 512(BX(1), 522(A)(2), 1269.3(F),

1270(B), (E), and (F), 127 l(A'), 1273, 1283.2(H), 1285.2(H), and 1519, Godeof
{Evidence Article 502(10), R.Sf€%33(F)(l4), R.sf?,ms.m(A), 315.40(1) and (3),
399.1(A)and (F)(3) and (4), and 406(B)(2) and éC)(Z), R.S{‘E::i?44] A(F), R.S(E?;SJ%

‘,((Inﬁo. far.) «(Infto. Pas’) JLIntfo.
(B) and (EX(1) and (3), 1141(B) and (E)(1) and (3), 1414(B) and (E)(1) and (3),
4291(B)(1), and 5108.2, R.S.@SS?(A)@)(a) and (b), 587.1(T), and 587.5(A)(4),
R.S.é?}'l 92.1(A)(1)(a) and (7,', R.S.@l 605(A)(4), R.S.Q?'J('I), 8(E)(2)(d), 9(C),
471(B) and (C)(1), 472(A), 475.1(B) and (C), 476, and 477, R.S. @1}34.5(}8),

It Par) k

46.12(D) and (F)’, and 1061.14(B)(3)(b)(i), R.S. é}(lll(A){S); R.S.{44'38, R.S.
&&.%l(inu'oductory paragraph), 51.3, 233.1(C)(introductory paragraph) and
(D)(introductory paragraph), 236.1.1(3), 236.1.4(E), 236.1.8(D), 236.3(A)(2),
236.10(A), 236.11(C), 236.12(B)(1), 236.14(D)(1)(introductory paragraph),
236.15(A)(1),236.16,238(B), (C), (D), (E)(introductory paragraph) and (7), and (F),
281, ' 1002(A), (B)(introductory paragraph), and (C), and 2136.2(F), R.S.
47}'599 11(1), 299.41(B), 463.112(C), and 9027(C)(10)(introductory paragraph) and

(c),and R.S;’Si’fl442(4) and torepeal R.S. 36:474(A)(11) and (G) and 477(B)(2) and
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R.S. 46:51(2) and (14) and 233.1(A) and (B), relatife to the organization of the

Department of Children and Family Services; toCreate the office of child support

Art. 509. Development of interagency protocols; drafting committee membership;

meetings; compliance deadline

& * *

B. Ata minimum, each committee shall include the following members:

(1) A representative of the office of childrerramd-famity-services; child

welfare, Department of Children and Family Services.

* * *

Art, 512. Composition of the multidisciplinary investigative team
* * x*
B. Governmental entities that have responsibilities imposed by law for the
investigation of child abuse include:
(1) The office of childrerrand family-services; child welfare, Department of
Children and Family Services.
* * *
Art. 522. Applicability
A. A child advocacy center is established and becomes subject to the
v
provisions of this Chapter when all of the following have been accomplished:
* * *
(2) An agreement to use the services of a child advocacy center has been

executed by representatives of the district attorney, the office of chitdrenrand-family
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court has issued a standing order authorizing same and the circumstances fit the

criteria of the standing order therefor.

* * *

Section 13. R.S. 43:11] (A)(8) is hereby amen o read as follows:

§111. Advertising; when prohibited and when authorized

A. The state, or any department, officer, board, or commission shall not
expend any public funds for advertising in any newspaper, book, pamphlet,

periodical, or radio and television stations except as follows:

* * *

(8)  Advertising by the office—ofchifdren—and—famity—services—in—the

Department of Children and F amily Services for the recruitment of foster or adoptive

* * * 1)/
Section 14. R.S. 44:38 i €d and reenacted to read as follows:

§38. Access to records involved in legislative studies

parents.

Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the custodian of records of the
Department of Children and Family Services Services; officcof chitdrenrand-famity
services; and the custodian of records of each Juvenile court or any court which hears
and decides juvenile matters shall grant access to a percentage, as specified by the
legislative committee, of the total records of defined classes of children in state
custody or in foster care to any committee of the legislature acting pursuant to an
appropriate legislative instrument directing the committee to study procedures or
outcomes of cases involving children in state custody or in foster care. The size of
the specific group to be studied shall be large enough to preserve the anonymity of
individual children. Such access shall be limited to that purpose, and all information
regarding names or other identifiers shall be removed. Information pertaining to

children who have been adopted shall be strictly confidential and shall be released

only in accordance with existing laws.
Section 15. R.S. 46:51(introduc paragraph), 51.3, 236.1.1(3),

and (D)(introductory paragraph), 236.1 4(E), 236.1.83(D),
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236-3(AX2), 236.10(A), 236.11(C), 236.12(B)(1 6.14(D)(1)(introductory paragraph),

236.15(A)(1), 236.16, 238(B), (C » (E)(introductory paragraph) and (7), and (F), 281,
1002(A), (B)(introd Iy paragraph), and (C), and 2136.2(F) are hereby amended and

reenact read as follows:
§51. Duties of the department

The Department of Children and Family Services, through its secretary, shall

administer the-public-assistance-and welfare laws of the state as follows:

* * *

§51.3. Criminal history information; access to federal tax information

The Department of Children and Family Services Services;rofficeofchild
mcﬂfmcmmﬁd{anilym is authorized to perform criminal history
records checks of current and prospective employees, contractors, and subcontractors
in accordance with the procedures provided in R.S. 15:5;;7.5. Pursuant to this
authorization and to implement the requirements of R.S. 15:5 ;7.5, the secretary shall
promulgate rules and regulations with regard to this matter.

* * *

§233.1. Recovery of overpayments

* * *

C. The department Department of Children and Family Services shall

promptly take all necessary steps to correct any overpayment, including collection,
or underpayment of child support to individuals to whom the department is providing

i
services pursuant to R.S. 46:236.1.1 et seq., and, in the case of:

* * *

D. The department Department of Education will promptly take all necessary

steps to correct any overpayment, including collection, or underpayment of child
care assistance provided under the Child Care and Development Block Grant and in

the case of:
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§236.1.1. Family and child support programs; definitions

>
For the purposes of this Subpart, the following items shall mean:

* * *

(3) "CSE administrator" means the programrexecutivedirector assistant
secretary of the office of child support, support-enforcement-section—division—of
Wofﬁwofdﬁmm&ﬁmim Department of Children and

Family Services.
* * *
§236.1.4. Family and child Support programs; financial institution duties;
responsibilities

* ® *

E. The office of Chﬂﬂrcn-md-famﬂym child support enforcenrent

sectron; which obtains data match information on an individual from a financial
institution pursuant to this Sub;a.n may disclose such data match information only
for the purpose of, and to the extent necessary in, establishing, modifying, or
enforcing a child support obligation of such individual.
* * *
§236.1.8. Family and child support programs; additional authorized employee
actions

* * *

D. The support services authorized by this Suls;an shall be provided by the
office of dﬂ*dfm‘ﬂﬂd‘fﬁmh‘mccs:rhfdwm—mmm child
support. Field officers responsible for supplying these services shall be designated
by the secretary. Such officers shall have the power and authority to make arrests,
supervise the probation of offenders, serve notices, orders, subpoenas, summonses,
citations, motions, and writs, and to execute all warrants and orders and to perform
any other duties incident to their office. All such officers are hereby authorized to
carry weapons and arms, concealed or openly, while in the actual performance of any

duty or while under assignment to any duty, but under no circumstances shall
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officers be authorized to carry weapons unless they have been trajned in the proper

carrying and use of firearms by a recognized firearm training program,
* * *

§236.3. Enforcement of support by income assignment

. v
A. For purposes of this Section, the following words have the meaning
ascribed to them by this Section unless the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:

* * *

(2} "Department" means the Department of Children and Family Services,

office of m'md‘hﬂﬂ?m—chﬂdmmﬁm child

Support.

* * &

§236.10. State case registry of child support orders
A. The secretary of the Department of Children and Family Services shall

create an automated state case registry of chitd support orders within the office of

Chﬂmmwmmmﬁmm child support,

* * *

§236.11. Louistana disbursement unit for child support payments

* * *

C. The Department of Children and Family Services-supportenforcement
prograny; Services. office of chifdren—and—family—services; child support shall

administer the state disbursement unit. The support enforcement program may

contract for the provision of these services in accordance with the applicable
-
provisions of Chapter 17 of Subtitle III of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes

of 1950 and the Louisiana Procurem;;t Code.

* * *

§236.12. Plan for parental participation of support; required work activities

L * *
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: '
B. For purposes of this Section:

(1) "Department” means the office of child support. chitd—support
mmmoﬁtrofd:ﬂdm-ﬁmﬂrsmm Department of Children
and Family Services.

* * *

§236.14. Employer reporting program

* * *

D.(1) An employer shall report to the Department of Children and Family

Services, office of Clﬂ'l'drcmd-famﬂy-sm child support erforcement-section
any of the following:

* * *

§236.15. Limited administrative authority for certain paternity and child support

actions

A Genete fegh'nj.

. s

e
= =

(1) Incases in which the Department of Children and Family Services, office
of dﬂﬁmmymﬂmmn child support,
RS .
referred to in this Section as "agency”, is providing services, the agency may, in
cases in which paternity is at issue, order all parties to submit to genetic testing.
* * *

§236.16. Child support mortgage and privilege by affidavit; effect of filing

A. The program executive director of the office of child support. chitd

mmmmmnwﬁmwmmm Department of

Children and Family Services may cause a "Child Support Mortgage and Privilege
by Affidavit of DCFS", as provided in R.S. 13:42‘5;(B), to be recorded in the
mortgage records of any parish in which the support obligor -owns movable or
immovable property, and with the office of the secretary of state for inclusion in the
master index authorized underR.S. 1 0:9-; 9. Such affidavit when filed shall operate

as a first lien, privilege, and legal mortgage on all of the movable and immovable

property of the support obligor only from the date of such ﬁlin@nd shall not affect
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liens, privileges, chatte] mortgages, or security interests as providedinR_S. 10:9: 01
et seq. or mortgages already affecting or burdening such Property at the date of such
filing. Such filing shall apply to all unpaid support obligations that may accrue after
such filing, and the property of the support obligor shall be subject to seizure and
sale for the payment of such support obligation and arrearages according to the
preference and rank of the lien, privilege, security interest, and mortgage securing
their payment. Notwithstanding any provision of this Subsec‘;ion, such affidavit shall

not operate as a lien, privilege, or legal mortgage on any licensed or titled motor

vehicle.

B. The director assistant secretary of the office of child support dn'}d-support

mm‘nﬁceofcﬁdmmmm Department of Children

and Family Services, or his designee, may release all or any portion of the property
subject to any lien or Judgment obtained pursuant to this Secfion from such lien or
Judgment, or may subordinate such lien or judgment to other liens and encumbrances
if he determines that the support obligation and arrearages are sufficiently secured
by a lien or judgment on other property or through other security, or that the release,
partial release, or subordination of such lien or judgment will not endanger or
jeopardize the collection of support obligations or arrearages.

® * *

§238. Unpaid child supporg{elease of information

-

< % * *

B. The Department of Children and F amily Services, office of chitdrerrand
famityservices; child support, may participate in cooperative endeavors with private
attorneys to release information authorized by this Se:tion for the purpose of
collecting unpaid child support in accordance with the provisions of this Secﬁon.

C. When a private attorney retained by the obligee receives a certification
from the office of chitdrenand—famity-services child support that an obligor is in
arrears in the payment of child support for more than six months or whose
whereabouts have been unknown for more than six months, the private attorney

retained by the obligee may apply to the district court for the parish where the order
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1s being enforced for an ex parte order on a motion to determine that the obligor is
in arrears or is an absentee.

D. If the court finds that the obligor is in arrears for more than six months
or whose whereabouts have been unknown for more than sjx months, the court may
authorize the office of chitdrerrand—family—serviees child support to enter into
cooperative endeavors with a private attorney who has been retained by the obligee
for the purpose of collecting the unpaid child support in the obligee's case.

E. Pursuant to a cooperative endeavor authorized by the provisions of this
Se(?t/ion and to the extent allowed by state and federal laws and regulations, the office
of children-and-family-services child support shall provide to a private attorney who
has been retained by the obligee for the purpose of collecting unpaid child support

all of the following information that it may have regarding the obligor:

* * *

(7) Any other information which the office of chitdrenand-famity-services

child support reasonably believes will assist in the collection of child support.

* * *
v . .
F. Nothing in this Section shall authorize the Department of Children and

Family Services or the office of child support enforcement-section to contract for

hire with any private attorney or entity for the collection of child support or the

provision of IV-D services.

§281. Applicability

- :
The provisions of this Subpart shall apply to persons who contract with the

offtecof chitdren-and-family-servicesof the Department of Children and Family

Services to provide temporary or long-term foster care for not more than six

children.
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§1002. Vocational testing and counseling; purpose; duties of theofficeofchitdren
Loujsiana Works and-famity-services

A. Mﬁhﬁmﬁhﬂymﬁmﬁmﬂm i tees; 1
famity-services; Louisiana Works/ shall provide, in each of its regional offices,

vocational testing and counseling on the subjects of higher education and

employment for those individuals in long-term foster care at the youngest age

deemed appropriate to process the information.

B. Through vocational testing, mf?fﬁtrofdnfdm—md—fmﬂ-y—m

Louisiana Works shall seek to identify areas of potential interest and potential

employment that are specific to an individual in foster care and, to this end, the
office shall:

* * *

C. m{drm‘md‘farmiy-m Louisiana Works shail adopt

all necessary rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of this Chaﬁer.

* ® *

§2136.2. Louisiana Protective Order Registry

L] * *

F. The judicial administrator's office shall make the Louisiana Protective
Order Registry available to state and local law enforcement apencies;; district
attorney offices;; the Department of Children and Family Services, office of children
md'ﬁimﬁ'mﬂd‘suppoﬂmfmmmfmm child support; the Louisiana
Department of Health;; bureau of protective services;; the office of elderly affairs;;

elderly protective services;; the office of the attorney general;; and the courts.

* * *

Section 16. R.S.47:299.11(1),299.41(B), 463.1 9027(C)(10)(introductory
paragraph) an y amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§299.11. Ranking and priority of claims
If two or more agencies file offset claims with the secretary against an

individual's refund, the secretary shall remit the refund to the claimants if sufficient
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funds exist in the following order with the first offset claim to be paid being
completely satisfied before a second or subsequent offset claim is paid:
(1) Claims ofth"'d'iﬁﬁon'of'support-cnfomwme office of ehitdren

and—famity—services child support, of-the Department of Children and Family

Services,

* * *

§299.41. Ranking and priority of claims
* * *

B. If additional offset claims are filed with the secretary against an
individual's refund, the secretary shall rank the claims for child support in the same
priority as claims filed by the dm"'mfmppon-mfmcemcm—oﬁ-ﬂt—m
chitdrenand-famity-services office of child support, of the Department of Children

v

and Family Services pursuant to R.S. 47:299 1 1{1).

* * *

§463.112. Special prestige license plates; foster and adoptive parenting
* * *

C. The department shall collect an annual fee of twenty-five dollars for this
special prestige license plate, which shall be dedicated to the Department of Children
and Family Services Sﬂmcrofﬁcc'vf-d-u-}drcn-and—farm-ly—sm to be used
solely for foster and adoptive parent recruitment activities, This fee shall be in
addition to the regular motor vehicle license fee provided in R.S. 47{463, and a
handling fee of three dollars and fifty cents to be retained by the department to offset
a portion of administrative costs.

* * *

§9027. Assignment of deferred lottery annuity prizes

* * *

C. On the filing by the assignor or the assignee in the Nineteenth Judicial
District Court of East Baton Rouge Parish of a petition seeking approval of a

voluntary assignment, the court shall issue an order approving a voluntary
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assignment and directing the corporation to make prize Payments as a whole or in

part to the assignee if the court finds ai] of the following:

* * *

(10) The petition required by this Subsection/shail be accompanied by a

certification from a representative of the Department of Children and Family

Services, office of d'nidrcn—md-fann-ly-sm child support, stating any of the
following:
* L] »

(c)} That the assignor or assignee does currently have a child support
arrearage, or the assignor or assignee does owe an obligation to repay any public
assistance benefits or an overpayment of child support benefits to the Department of
Children and Family Services. The certification from the Department of Children

and Family Services, office of children and family services,)shall be provided to the

assignor and the assignee promptly upon the request of the assignor or the assignee,

and in no event more than ten business days after baid jrequest is received by the

Department of Children and Family Services, office of chitdren-andfamily-services:

child support.

Section 17. R.S, 51:1442 and reenacted to read as follows:
§1442. Definitions
< .
As used in this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the

following meanings:

* * *

(4) "Department" means the Department of Children and F amily Services,

office ofChﬂdrcmd-fmﬂymhﬂd—memm child

support,

* * *

v’ v e W
Section 18. R.S. 36:474(A)(11) and (G) and 4 and R.S. 46:51(2) and (14)

pealed in their entirety.
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Section 19. This Act shall become effective only if the A'ct which originated as Jﬁ
¢ 2025, N¥; >
House Bill No. 624 of this 2025 Regular Session of the Legisl ature is enacted. If House Biil o lS
No. 624 is enacted then: j w
s
(A) Sections 1 through 9 and 11 through 18 of this Act shall become effective on
) : Q2
October 1, 2027. —
o
(B) Section 10 of this Act shall become effective on October 1, 2025, EJ

e e

SPEAKEROF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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SENATE BILL NO. 41

BY SENATORS BARROW, BOUDREAUX, BOUIE, CARTER, CATHEY, CONNICK,
HODGES, JACKSON-ANDREWS, J ENKINS, LAMBERT, LUNEAU,
MCMATH, MIZELL, PRICE, SELDERS, STINE AND WOMACK
AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, BAYHAM, BERAULT,
BILLINGS, BOYD, BRYANT, CARVER, CHASSION, CHENEVERT,
DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, ECHOLS, FISHER, HILFERTY,
HUGHES, ILLG, JACKSON, KNOX, LARVADAIN, LYONS,
MARCELLE, MCMAHEN, MENA, NEWELL, PHELPS, SPELL,
TAYLOR AND WALTERS

Prefiled pursuant to Article ITI, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. State Law ‘nstitute

PRINTER'S COp
Edds To:_ALL P i

0s.
Note: c¢¢ ATACHED €T CeeT

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 4%1.3(&, the introductory paragraph of R.S. _§;§87.1(C),
oy
[£78.7(8) and
through (v), (D),

587.1(C)(1), and 1110.3(H), the introductory paragraph of R.S

8.7(B)(1), 15(A)(1)(a), (b)(i)(bb) and (cc), and (b)(ii) and (2)a)(}
and (E), 16(A), 24.8(A) and (B)(2), 407.33(5), 407.35(

, 407.42(A)(2) and
(B)(1)(b), 407.46(AX(1), 407.71(A), 443(B)(1), 493(C)
245525D), RS. 40%2008.10(4)3) and 2019(F)(3(b), RS. 4@31.2@)(1)(1:),
),{CHildren's CodelArt. 116(2.1)

s

, and 3996(B)(28), R.S.

S6(F)(1), (4Xc), (10)(b)(i), and (11), and 1414.1

and (2.2), 603(4Xa) and (17)(d), 603.1(BY 610(A), (EX1) and (2), and (H),
612(A)(3), 615(B)(2), (3), and (5), the/introductory paragraph of 615(E) and
615(E)(1) and (4)(a) and (F), 616(B),the introductory paragraph of 616(D), 616(E)

and (H), and 616.1.1(A) and t¢/enact R.S. 17:15(A)(1)(b)(i)(dd) and (2)(a)(vi),

407.41, and 3996(B)(82), Children's Code Art. 603(17)(1) through (o) and 610(I) and
TCiVilCode Art. 2315.12 relative to child welfare; to provide for review of the state
central registry fopSchool employees; to provide for reporting recordation on the
state central rggistry; to provide for the licensure of early leaming centers; to provide

for child Avelfare and safety minimum standards for prekindergarten programs; to
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provide for child abuse and neglect determinations; t¢/provide for definitions in the

Children's Code; to provide for mandatory repbrting training; to provide for

procedures for reporting child abuse and neglet; to provide for the responsibility of

the Department of Children and F amily Spfvices to respond to reports; to provide for
investigations of child sexual abuseAn a school setting; to provide for Hability for
damages caused by sexual abffse in a school setting; and to provide for related

matters.

Be it enacted by the Legisléture of Louisiana:

Section 1. R &, 14:91.3(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§91.3. Unlawful participation in a child-related business

A. No person who has been convicted of, or who has pled guilty or nolo
contendere to, an offense listed inR.S. 15:5 87.‘1/(C) or whose name is recorded on
the Department of Children and Family Services' state central registry on or
after August 1, 2018, shall own, operate, or in any way participate in the governance
of any early leaming center as defined by R.S. 17:40\:;..33, residential home as
defined by R.S. 46: 146;, or residence in which child care services are provided by
a family child care provider or in-home provider who is registered pursuant to R.S.

\/
17:407.61 et seq.

* * *

Section 2. The introductory paragraph .S. 15:587.1(C), 587.1(CX1), and

d reenacted to read as follows:

§587.1. Provision of information to protect children

* * *

v~ v v v
C. The provisions of R.S. 15:825.3,R.S. 17:8.9, 15, 407.42, and 407.71 ,R.S.

v’ ¥
46:51.2 amd—H44113, and Children's Code Article 424.1 shall govern the
employment of persons who have been convicted of, or pled guilty or nolo
contendere to, any of the following crimes:

v’ v v e

(1)R.S.14:30, R.S. 14:30.1,R.S. 14:31, R.S. 14:32.6 through R.S. 14:32.8,

- T
R.S.14:41 thro;gh R.S. 14:45,R.S. 14:46.2 thro:i hR.S.14:46.4,R.S. 14:74, RS

2 = e
H: 78, R51478-1 R.S. 14:79.1, R.S. 14:80 through R.S. 14:86, R.S. 14:89, R.S.
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published by or on behalf of the panel.

* * *

Section6.R.S. 46:51 2(A)(1)(b), 56(F)(1), @), (11),and 1414.1(A)
are hereby amende cted to read as follows:
§51.2. Criminal history and central registry information
A.(1) No person shall be hired by the department whose duties include the
investigation of child abuse or neglect, supervisory or disciplinary authority over

children, direct care of a child, or performance of licensing surveys, until both the

following conditions are met:
* ® *
(b) The department has conducted a search of the state central registry of

justified substantiated abuse or neglect, hereafter referred to as "central registry”,

reports and has determined that the individual's name is not recorded therein, The
search shall be limited to those names recorded on the state central registry
subsequent to January 1, 2010. If the individual's name is or was entered on the state
central registry that individual may make a formal written request to the division of
administrative law for an administrative appeal of the justified substantiated
determination, in accordance with Children's Code Artichlfc; 616.1.1 and the
procedures promulgated by the department,

* * *
§56. Applications and client case records; definitions; confidentiality; waiver;

penalty

* * *

F. The following information shall not be subject to waiver and shall not be
released to applicants, recipients, or outside sources, except those outside sources
engaged in the administration of the programs of the department or when specifically
authorized by law:

(1) Records pertaining to foster care of children, investigations of abuse and
neglect of children, and other child welfare services. For the purposes of this

P

Parag;éph, case records of children in abuse and neglect and foster care cases may
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be reviewed by attorneys who are appointed by a court of juvenile Jurisdiction to

represent the sole interest of the children, and pursuant to court order, such case
records may be reviewed by court-appointed special advocates appointed pursuant
e
to Children's Code Article 424(BY 424.1. Prior to a court hearing, the department
may provide to such attorneys and court-appointed special advocates copies of the
most recent case plan for the child and his family, the most recent court order and
court report, and the child's most recent medical treport. Additionally, pursuant to
Children's Code Article ?1 6, a judge of a court exercising juvenile Jurisdiction may
request, in writing to the department, central re gistry record checks. However, in no

instance shall the name or identifying information regarding a complainant in neglect
and abuse cases or the case records of the foster parents be subject to such review.
The department may, however, provide foster parents all information from the
department's records and from other records to which the department has access
concerning a child in the foster home, and concerning the child's family, where such
information is necessary for the foster parents to properly care for the child. The
department may also provide surrogate parents representing the special education
interests of children in the department's custody with all information from the
department's records and from other records to which the department has access
where such information is necessary for the surrogate parents to properly advocate
for the children. In any child custody proceeding, after the issue has been raised of
the potential existence of a relevant departmental record concerning the abuse or
neglect of a child who is the subject of that proceeding, the judge may contact the
local child protection unit to determine if such a record exists. If adeterminationrhas
beerrmade-that-suchrreport-appearsfustified the department has a substantiated
report pursuant to Children's Code Article 615(B)(1) through (3), the local child
protection unit shall verbally advise the judge that such report is in the possession
of the unit. If the court finds that information which may be contained in the report
is necessary for an issue before the court, the court may order the release of such

information. If adetermimationr-wastmade-thatsuch the report was unsubstantiated
unjustifredorinirerently improbable, such records shall be scaled and accessible only
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pursuant to Children's Code Article 616(A2) 615.

* * *

)
* * %

(c) Following any investigation by the department of a public or private day
care center, registered family child day care home, or residential provider, the
department may inform the parent or guardian of any child being cared for at the
center, home, or residence or the parent or guardian of any child who has applied for

placement in the center, home, or residence of a vatid substantiated finding of child

abuse, neglect, or exploitation occurring at the center, home, or residence upon the
request of the parent or legal guardian. The department may also advise such parent
or legal guardian of a vatid substantiated finding when it becomes necessary for the
department to take adverse action against a center, home, or facility in the interest
of the safety and welfare of the children. The department may release to the
Department of Education limited information conceming a valid substantiated
finding of child abuse, neglect, or exploitation occurring at a family child day care
home that is registered by that department. These circumstances shall constitute

o
authorized disclosures under the provisions of R.S. 14:403(A)(2).

* * *

(10)

(b) The information disclosed pursuant to this Paragraph shall be limited to

the following:

(i) Whether or not the department has a substantiated report, whiclrhasbeen
determined-to-bejustified pursuant to Children's Code Alx:.ticle 615, in its possession
concerning the child or person who is the subject of the information request.

* * »

(11) Upon written request of a caregiver, the department shall disclose

limited information contained in child abuse or neglect records or reports to an

employer or prospective employer of a person who will be exercising supervisory
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authority over that employer's minor children or other dependent person as part of

that person's employment as a caregiver. The information disclosed pursuant to this
Paragraph shall be limited to cases in which the department has determined that the
allegations from which such information has been developed are justified

- - h’f
substantiated pursuant to Children's Code Article 615. The provisions of this

Paragraph shall not be interpreted to authorize the release of or access to any

information protected under federal law.

» * »

§1414.1. State central registry
A. Any owner, operator, current or prospective employee, or volunteer of a
specialized provider requesting licensure or licensed by the Department of Children
and Family Services is prohibited from being employed by the specialized provider
if that individual's name is recorded on the state central registry as a perpetrator for

a justifted substantiated finding of abuse or neglect of a child.

* * *

Section 7. Children's Code Art. 116(2.1) and (2.2), 603(4)(a) and (17)(d), o4.1(B),

610(A), (EX(1) and (2), and (H), 612(A)3), 615B)?2), (3), and the introductory
paragraph of 615(E) and 615(E)(1) and (4)(a) and (B), the introductory paragraph
of 616(D), 616(E) and (H), and ~I(A) are hereby amended and reenacted and Children's
Code Art, Y1) through (o) and 610(1) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
Art, 116. Definitions
Except where the context clearly indicates otherwise, these definitions apply
for the following terms used throughout this Coﬁ;e.
* * *
(2.1) "CASA program" means a court-appointed special advocate program
established in compliance with National Louisiana CASA Association standards,
(2.2) "CASA volunteer" means a court-appointed special advocate who has

been trained in accordance with Nattonat Louisiana CASA Association standards

and is under the supervision of a CASA program,

* L] *
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petition involving this report shall be added to the central registry.

* * *
H. The department may charge a (ee, that shall not exceed twenty-five

dollars, to conduct a search of the state central registry of justified substantiated

abuse or neglect reports to determine whether an individual's name is recorded

therein. A search shall be allowed only when specifically authorized. The fee shall

v
not apply to searches for school emplovees conducted pursuant te R.S. 17:15.

* * *

Art. 616.1.1. Appeal and review; correction of central registry entries; procedure

A. When a report alleging abuse or neglect is determined-to-bejustified

substantiated by the department, the individual who is or was the subject of the

determination may make a formal written request to the division of administrative
law for an administrative appeal of the justifted substantiated determination, in
accordance with the procedures set forth in Title 67 of the Louisiana Administrative

Code.

* * *
Section 8. Civil Code Art. 2315.12 is hereby e ollows:

Tz
Art. 2315.;4. Liability for damages caused bv chjld sexual abuse in 2 school

setting

Any parent or guardian of 2 child who is the victim of sexual abuse in a
L/
school setting as defined in Children’'s Code Article 610 may be awarded

damages including but not limited to medical expenses incurred as 2 result of

the sexual abuse, behavioral health expenses incurred as a result of the sexual
abuse, reimbursement of any tuition paid for attendance at the school if the
child is removed from the school. and anv other damages allowed by law.

Section 9.(A) The state central registry checks for all school empldyee applicants

AAS 2025, No. 407]

apply to any person hired on or afie

gust 1, 2025.

(B) All early learning centers and preki arten programs shall be in compliance

irfiium standards provided for inR.S. 17:407.41 no later
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(C) All prekindergarten programs requiring licensufe as an early learning center
A LACAS 2025, No. 407 ]
pursuant to this Act shall apply for licensure no later than fanuary 1, 2026,
(D) The mandatory reporter training report proyided for in Children's Code Article
603.1 shall be submitted to the Department of Edyéation beginning with the 2026-2027
schoo! year.

ActS 2025/No. 401

%
Section 10. This Act shall be known 34d may be cited as "Charlie's Law".

Q- I)>'

PRESIDEN®-OT THE SENATE

SPEAKER THE JSE Q& REPRESENTATIVES

OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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HOUSE BILL NO. 268

BY REPRESENTATIVES LAFLEUR, ADAMS, BACALA, BAYHAM, BERAULT,
BILLINGS, BOYD, BOYER, BRASS, BRYANT, CARLSON, CARRIER,
CARVER, CHASSION, CHENEVERT, COATES, COX, DEVILLIER, DEWITT,
DICKERSON, EDMONSTON, EGAN, FISHER, HORTON, HUGHES, JACKSON,
JORDAN, KNOX, LACOMBE, JACOB LANDRY, LARVADAIN, LYONS,
MOORE, NEWELL, OWEN, ROMERO, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, TAYLOR,
THOMPSON, WALTERS, WYBLE, AND YOUNG

AN ACT

(4) and (5)(a) and (b), (F)(2), (3)(b) and (c), (4), and (5)(introductory pdragraph) and
) v Inrf 0. Pay.
(d), 89.1(AX2)(b)(0), 91.2(B), and 91.5(A)(1),

RS A5537(a), 539 (F)introductory

14:81.1(1) and R.S. 15:541(24)(c), relativeto pornography involving juveniles; to
change all references of "pornography involving juveniles" to "child sexual abuse
materials"; to provide relative 14 the effects of these changes; and to provide for
related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislatife of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S, ¥4:73.8(A), (C), and (D), 81.1(A), (BX(8) and (9), (EX1) through (4)
and (5)(@) and (b%, (F)(2), (3)(b) and (c), (4), and (5)(introductory paragraph) and (d),
89.1(A)(2)((D), 91.2(Bi a!:g“;rlog(}:% are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

14:8LA(1) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§73.8. Unauthorized use of a wireless router system; pomography—involving
Juvenites child sexual abuse materials; penalty

A. Unauthorized use of a wireless router system is the accessing or causing
to be accessed of any computer, computer system, computer network, or any part

thereof via any wireless router system for the purposes of uploading, downloading,
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but not be limited to prohibitions against accessing sites containing information on

the manufacturing or production of bombs or other incendiary devices.

%* * *

Section4. R.S.46:51 2(C)(1)(a}is hereby amended and oread as follows:

§51.2. Criminal history and central registry information

* * *

C.(1) No prospective foster or adoptive parent or relative guardian shall be
finally approved for placement of a child or to receive kinship guardian assistance
payments until it is determined that the prospective foster or adoptive parent, or
relative guardian and any other aduit living in the home of the relative guardian, does
not have any of the following:

(a) A felony conviction for child abuse or neglect; for spousal abuse; for a
crime against children, including child pornography or child sexual abuse materials;
or for a crime involving violence including rape, sexual assault, or homicide, but not

including other assault or battery.

* * *

Section 5. Code of Criminal Procedure Articles 643(B 718.1(A) and (B),

are hereby amended and re o read as follows:

Art. 648. Procedure after determination of mental capacity or incapacity

* * *

® * *

(3) If, after the hearing, the court determines that the incompetent defendant
is unlikely in the foreseeable future to be capable of standing trial, the court shall
order the defendant released or remanded to the custody of the Louisiana Department
of Health which, within ten days exclusive of weekends and holidays, may institute
civil commitment proceedings pursuant to Title;i; of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
of 1950, or release the defendant. The defendant shall remain in custody pending
such civil commitment proceedings. If the defendant is committed to a treatment

\'f"'-
facility pursuant to Title 28 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the director
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(12) "Crime against the child" shall include the commission of or the

attempted commission of any of the following crimes against the child as provided

by federal or state statutes:
* " *
) szmphrlmofmgjwmﬂes Child sexual abuse materials.
* * *

Art. 610. Reporting procedure; reports to the legislature and the United States

Department of Defense Family Advocacy Program

* * *

F. Any commercial film or photographic print processor who has knowledge
of or observes, within the scope of this professional capacity or employment, any
film, photograph, video tape, negative, or slide depicting a child who he knows or
should know is under the age of seventeen years, which constitutes child
pornography or child sexual abuse materials as defined in Article \6/03, shall report
immediately to the local law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the case.
The reporter shall provide a copy of the film, photograph, videotape, negative, or
slide to the agency receiving the report.

* * L]

Section 7. Civil Code Article 2315.3 is hereby amende Cted to read as

Art. 2315.3. Additional damages; child pornography; child sexual abuse material

In addition to general and special damages, exemplary damages may be
awarded upon proof that the injuries on which the action is based were caused by a
wanton and reckless disregard for the rights and safety of the person through an act

of potmography-invotvingjuvenites child sexual abuse Inaterials, as defined by R.S.
v

14:81.1, regardless of whether the defendant was prosecuted for his acts.

AcAS 2026 No. 26}

i .
Section 8. Nothing in this Act alleviates any person arrested, eonvicted, or

adjudjcated delinquent for pornography involving juveniles prior to the’effective date of this

[AKS 2025, No. 26|, off. /) 2026}

Act from any requirement, obligation, or cons quenceqriiposed by law as a result of that

arrest, conviction, or adjudication incl but not limited to any requirements regarding
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the setting of bail, sex offender registration and notifi ion, parental rights, probation,
parole, sentencing, or any other requirement, obligation /or consequence imposed by law as
aresult of that arrest, convicti n, or adjudication,

VLAt 202C, o 261
Section 9. This Act shal! be cited and ref; to as "The Audrey Wascome Act"

APPROVED: ,
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HOUSE BILL NO. 96

BY REPRESENTATIVES KNOX AND CHASSION La. State Law tnstitute
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AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S, 4%5364(1) R.S. JMC), 34.1(B), and 34. 7(B), R.S.

ﬁ’ﬁl 199.23(2), R.S. 4}269 and 1915(Art1ch IDR), R.S. 5?3651(14) and 3662(2),
R.S. ﬁﬁ‘121 (1)(a) and (4)(mtroductory paragaph), andR.S. é7?463 195(C), relative
to definitions of the United States _ﬁi‘.rmad Forces; to provide for the inclusion of the
United States Space Force m,-vé;ious statutory definitions of United States Armed

Forces; and to provide forrelated matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislatufe of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.8,,13:5364(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§5364. Definitions

For the purposes of this Chaptér:

(1) "Veteran" means a former or current member of the United States Armed
Forces or organized militia of the several states and territories, including but not
limited to a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Marine Corps,
Coast Guard, National Guard, Air National Guard, Reserves, State Guard, or a
commissioned officer of the Public Health Service, Environmental Science Services
Administration, or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or its
predecessor, the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.

» * *

Section 2. R.S. 14:34(C), 34.1(B), and 34.7(B) are hereby amended and reenacted

to read as follows:

§34. Aggravated battery
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v
C. For purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following

meanings:

(1) "Active member of the United States Armed Forces" shall mean an active
member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United
States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United
States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.

(2) "Disabled veteran" shall mean a veteran member of the United States
Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air
Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National
Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran
Affairs.

§34.1. Second degree battery
* * *

B. For purposes of this SectiB;, the following words shall have the following
meanings:

(1) "Active member of the United States Armed Forces" shall mean an active
member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United
States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United
States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.

(2) "Disabled veteran” shall mean a veteran member of the United States
Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air
Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National
Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran
Affairs.

* * *

§34.7. Aggravated second degree battery

* * *

B. For purposes of this Se\gtion, the following words shall have the following

meanings:
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(1) "Active member of the United States Armed Forces" shall mean an active

member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United

States Navy, the United States Air Force, the Unjted States Space Force, the United
States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.

(2) "Disabled veteran” shal mean a veteran member of the United States
Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air
Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National
Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran
Affairs.

* * *

Section 3. R.S. 15:1 199.23(2) is hereb ted to read as follows:

§1199.23. Definitions

For the purposes of this Pa‘ﬁ
* * ">

(2) "Veteran" means an honorably or generally discharged member of the
United States Armed Forces or organized militia of the several states and territories,
including but not limited to a member of the Army, Navy, Air F orce, Space Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Nationa} Guard, Air National Guard, Reserves, State
Guard, or a commissioned officer of the Public Health Service, Environmenta}
Science Services Administration, or National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration, or its predecessor, the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.

Section 4. R.S. 17:269 and 1915(Article I(R) are hereby smendsd and reenacted

§269. Selective service obligation orientation program

The state board of education may establish and administer, and each parish
and city school board in the state may maintain in each public school to which
applicable a selective service obligation orientation program of instruction which
may be part of the required curriculum for all male students in grades higher than the

eighth grade in the public schools of this state.
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The program so established may require that every male student in the ninth,

tenth and eleventh grades be given one hour of non credit instruction during each
semester of each of such grades, by representatives of the Louisiana Selective
Service System, in subject matter pertaining to armed forces obligations.

During the second semester of the twelfth grade every male student may be
given six hours of instruction, without credit, in matters pertaining to his armed
forces obligations, including but not necessarily restricted to matters relating to
service in the regular armed forces, the reserves and officer procurement. Such
instruction may include one hour of lecture by representatives of each of the
following: (1) the Louisiana Selective Service System, (2) the AirForcesofthe

United States Air Force, (3) the United States Space Force, (4) the United States
Army, 4) (5) the United States Navy, ¢ (6) the United States Marine Corps, and
6) (7) the United States Coast Guard.

* * *

§1915. Ratification; text of compact
* * »
ARTICLE I
DEFINITIONS
As used in this compact, unless the context clearly requires a different
construction:
* * *
R. "Uniformed service" means the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard as well as the Commissioned Corps of the National

Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Services.

* L] *

Section 5. R.S. 37:3651(N) and 3662(2 ended and reenacted to read

as follows:
§3651. Licensure for individuals with military training and experience; licensure by

endorsement for military spouses and dependents

* * *
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N. For the purposes of this Seé’iion, “military" means the armed forces or

reserves of the United States, including the Ammy, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, Air Force, Space Force, and the reserve components thereof, the National

Guard of any state, the Military Reserves of any state, or the naval militia of any

state.

§3662. Definitions
o

As used in this Chapter, the following words have the following meanings

unless the context clearly requires otherwise:
* * *

(2) "Military medical personnel” means an individual who has recently
served as a medic in the United States Army, medical technicjan in the United States
Air Force or United States Space Force, or corpsman in the United States Navy or
the United States Coast Guard and who was discharged or released from such service

under conditions other than dishonorable.

* * *

Section 6. R.S. 46:121(1)(a) and (4)(introductory paragra:

§121. Definitions

For purposes of this Paft, the following terms shall be defined as follows:

(1) "Activated military person” means a person domiciled in Louisiana for
civilian purposes who names Louisiana as Home of Record (HOR) for military
purposes, and who is any of the following:

(@) A member of areserve component of the United States Army, Navy, Air
Force, Space Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard, including the Louisiana National
Guard, and called to active federal service in excess of thirty days.

* * *

(4) "Honorably discharged military person” means a person domiciled in

Louisiana who is a veteran of the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,

Marine Corps, or Coast Guard who was on full-time active duty in the military
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service of the United States and received an honorable discharge and has met any of
the following conditions:

* * *

Section 7. R.S. 47:463.195(C) i reenacted to read as follows:

§463.195. Special prestige license plate; "Blue Star Mothers"
* * *

C. The special prestige license plate shall be issued, upon application, in the
Same manner as any other motor vehicle license plate, to a Louisiana resident who
submits written evidence that the applicant is the owner of a motor vehicle and is the
spouse, sibling, parent, or child of a person serving or who has served in the armed
forces of the United States. As used in this Subsec‘fif;n, "armed forces of the United
States" means persons serving or who have served in the United States Army, Navy,
Air Force, Space Force, Marines, and Coast Guard, reservists, and members of the
National Guard. The plate issued under this Section shal] not be transferable between
motor vehicle owners. In the event the owner of a motor vehicle issved a "Blue Star
Mothers" plate should sell, trade, exchange, or otherwise dispose of such vehicle, the

plate shall be retained by original applicant to whom the plate was issued.

* * *
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from the fund; to provigé for application requirements for the grants; to provide for

§122. Louisiana Military Family Assistance Fund

* * *

B. The money in the fund shall be used solely for the following purposes:

* * »

(7) To pay. at the discretion of the Loujsiana Military Family Assistance
Board, burial fees and costs for deceased indigent veterans or their spouses. For
purposes of this Seggog “indigent" is defined as an individual that was receiving
public assistance. such as food stamps, Temporarv Assistance to Needv Families,

Medicaid. disability insurance. or residing in public housing, or earning less than two

hundred percent of the Federal Poverty Guideline prior to their death.

(8) To pay sums necessary for expenses of eligible beneficiaries under R.S.

[ [T
29288, as limited by the provisions of R.S. 29:289,

C.1) The Louisiana Militarv Family Assistance Board shali have the

authority to jssue annual grants_from the Militarv Family Assistance Fund to

v"
tax-exempt organizations established under Section 501(c}3) of the Internal
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Revenue Code, that have been In existence for at least three years. Th shall
M
consider applications only from organizations seeking to improve the education,
mental heaith_or housing needs of veterans and their families, Each one-time grant
shall be limited to ten thousand dollars. The board's rant authority shall be
N
MEML%

(2) Applicants shali sgbmit_amﬁgmmfmmgmx

funds shall be used_oply in accordance with_the project proposal and budget

approved bv the board.

{3) Grant funds shall not be used as collateral, to offset other financial

obligations. including interest pavments on lines of credit, and securing or servicing

debt, or to meet cash flow or general operating expenses that are unrelated to the
purpose of the grant proposal as defined in the grant agreement letter.

4)_Grantees shall ired to submit a_final report utlining the

expenditures of the grant, Grantees are uired to retain account records detailinu

all receipts and expenditures, for a minimum of four vears following su mission of

the final grant report.

3) Grantees shall repay any grant funds not used for the grant purpose within

.\f
thirtv davs ubmission ¢ final report required bv this Subsection.

Grantees shall be subject to audit by the Mili Family Assistance Board

and the legislative auditor regarding the use of rrant funds.

SPEAKER O;' THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Be it enacted by

ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session
HOUSE BILL NO. 307
BY REPRESENTATIVE HENRY

La, 8tate Law institute

PRINTER’S CORY
NO E%T&‘a
Classifieatian__RS 4
CT

femg R.S..?ﬁ‘233 4 assistance; to provide for eligibility for certain

reporting; and togrovide for related matters.
Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 46:233.4 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§233 4. Verification of citizenship of applicants for public benefits

A. Except as prohibited by federal law. a_state agency or political
subdivision shall verify that each applicant who applies for federal, state_or local
public benefit is a person who has been recognized as a citizen of the United States

irthright. naturalization, or any other method vid r under_applicable

federal law or has satisfactory jmmigration status as a qualified alien as defined in

Bz
8 U.S.C. 1641(b).

B. For an applicant claiming United States citizenship or satisfactorv

-
immigration status under 8 U.S.C. 1641(b). the state agencv or political subdivision
shall make everv reasonable effort to_ascertain verification of the applicant's

citizenship or immigration status.
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C. Upon the termination of anv reasonable opportunity period to verify
citizenship status or receipt of a final verification that indicates that the applicant is
not a United States citizen or Jacks satisfactory immigration status and has entered
\Lgm\
wlmm%m,wm
MMM%

(1) Refer the applicant's infomgﬁo@ﬂmﬁngmfﬂw__mmﬁsm
status, to United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

. -y e - - vf
(2) Provide a monthly report compiling th ormation pursuant to P
of this Subsection to the secre of state for voter list maintenanc 0Ses.
3) Terminate ecurring federal. state, or local public benefits as defined

e
in Subsection E of this Section.

D. A state agency or political subdivision that administers federal or state
public benefits shall report at the end of each fiscal vear to the president of the
Senate, speaker of the House of Representatives, governor, and David R. Poynter
Legislative Research Librarv on the results of the citizenship verification
requirements of this Sc‘c/tion. The report shall include but not be limited to the
number of individuals reported to United States Immigration and Customs
ML‘WMMQMSLN&%WM

v
accordance with this Section.

E. For the purposes of this §§cfg'.or_1, a federal, state_or local public benefit
shall include anv retirement, welfare, health, disabilitv, public or assisted housing,

food assistance, unemployment benefit or any other similar benefit for which

avments or assi e vided to an individual, household. or famil eligibili

unit by an agency of the United States. this state, or a political subdivision of this
state or by appropriated funds of the United States, this state, or a political

subdivision of this state.

F. _For purposes of any benefits paid by any public pension or retirement

fund, or pl the verification of a public emplovee's United States

citizenship or satisfactory immigration status at the time of their enrollment in a
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public pension or retirement systern. fund, or plan shall satisfy the verification

e
Iequirements of Subsection A of this Section.

APPROVED:
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ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session
HOUSE BILL NO. 560

BY REPRESENTATIVE EGAN

PRINTER'S CO;":’Y
EisTo:__ RS 40 Pps. 2 Q
Note: Y

ACT

To amend and reenact R.S 4§/437.3 introguctory paragraph), (11), (14), and (29), 437.5(B),
438.1(A) and (C)(1)(a) and (b), 438.3, 438.6(D)(3), 438.7(3), 439.1(A),(D), and (G),
439.2(A)(1), (2), (3), and (4)(), BX1), (2), (3), (4)(a), and (5), and (E), and
439.4(A)(1), (C)2), (F), and (), to enact R.S. 46:437.3(31), 437.6(D), 437.7(E),
438.5(F), 438.8(B)(3), and tq repeal R.S. 46:437.3(7), (10), (15), (19), and (24),
438.6(A)(2) and (3), 438.8(D)(2), 439.1(F), 439.2(F), and 440.3, relative to the
Medical Assistance Progfams Integrity Law; to provide for the prosecution and

investigation of fraud related to medical assistance programs; to identify fraud and

unlawful acts related/ to claims to medical assistance programs; to establish

Section 1. /R.S. 46:437.3(introductory paragraph), (11), (14), and (29), 437.5(B),
438.1(A) and (CX1)(a) and (b), 438.3, 438.6(D)(3), 438.7(3), 439.1(A),(D), and (G),
439.2(A)(1)/(2), (3), and (4)(b), (B)(1), (2), (3), (4)(a), and (5), and (E), and 439.4(A)(1),
(C)(2), (F), and (G) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 46:437.3(31), 437.6(D),

437.E), 438.5(F), 438.8(B)(3) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
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§437.3. Definitions

ﬁufHABﬁanAs ahs
us Part, the followin s ve the : .
D
E L . * *
%)f(q)-;@)-(e- (a)

(o) RERALED (M7 "Knowing” or "knowingly" means that the person has actual knowledge

-3 (q of th\c information or acts in deliberate ignorance or reckless disregard of the truth
W-H-=)-(19)

© Rgrfﬁﬁ*‘giw of the information. No proof of specific intent to defraud is required.
()-(18) =0)-(1v) A
teredren , (12)

Medical assistance programs" means the Medical Assistance Program,
(22)~(22) 3(17)-(20)
also known as Title XIX of'the Social Securitv Act and (Fitte-3B¢-of the-Sociat
ReFEALED
gtcm'ifrﬂ:?- commonly referred to as "Medicaid", and other programs operated-by
o

25)-(30) = (21)- (2
—-?(IO) d—fuarrd
administered bv the department.

(2‘;) * * *

Q%'Secretary or aftorney general" means that either party is authorized to

Institute a proceeding or take other authorized action as provided in this Part
pursuant to a memorandum of understanding between the two so as to notify the

public as to whether the secretary or the attorney general is the deciding or

controlling party in the proceeding or other authorized matter matter- however the

v
secretary may pursue an_action pursuant to R.S. 46:438.1 et seq. only if the

department referred the matter to the attornev general and the attornev general

notified the secretary, in writing, that he declines to proceed with the matter.

(10)

"M ed care organization” means any person or enti contracted

with the department for the provision or management of healthcare benefits under
the medical assistance programs throuch a capitated rate,

* * *

* * L

§437.5. Settlement
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Nothing in this Section shall limit the rights of a qui tam plaintiff who brings a qui

V4
tam action in accordance with Subpart C of this Part.

§437.6. Injunctive relief: lis pendens; disclosure of property and liabilities

* * *

D. Nothing in this Section shall limit the rights of a qui tam plaintiff who

- - - - f--
brings a qui tam action in accordance with Subpart C of this Part.

§437.7. Forfeiture of property for payment of recovery

* * *

("
E. Nothing in this Section shall limit the rights of a qui tam plaintiff who
brings a qui tam action in accordance with Subpart C of tvlrflis Part.

* * *

§438.1. Civil actions authorized

A. The attornev general shall diligently investigate a violation of this P;rt.

The secretary or the attomey generat general. on behalf of the state. may institute a
civil action in the courtsof this-state Nineteenth Judicial District Court for the parish

of East Baton Rouge or another court of proper jurisdiction to seek recovery from

W
persons who violate the provisions of this Part. The contract of employment of any
private counsel, including fee amounts, and all final fees and costs, shall be a public

record.

* * *

C.(1) A prevailing defendant may seek recovery for costs, expenses, fees,
and attorney fees only if the court finds, following a contradictory hearing, that either

of the following apply:

(a) The action was instituted by the secretary-or-attormey—general state

v .
pursuant to Subsection A of this Section after it should have been determined by the

seeretaryorattorney generat state to be frivolous, vexatious, or brought primarily for

the purpose of harassment.
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(b) The secretary-or-attormey-generat state proceeded with the action

instituted pursuant to Subsection A of this Section after it should have been

determined by the sceretary-or-attorney—pgencral state that proceeding would be
frivolous, vexatious, or for the purpose of harassment.

* ® *
§438.3. False or fraudulent claim; misrepresentation; unlawful acts

A. No person shall knowingly present or cause to be presented a false or
fraudulent claim for payment or approval.

B. No person shall knowingly engage in misrepresentation or knowingly
make, use, or cause to be made or used, a false record or statement material to a false
or fraudulent claim.

C. No person shall knowingly make, use, or cause to be made or used, a false
record or statement material to an obligation to pay or transmit money or property
to the medical assistance programs, or to knowingly conceat; conceal or knowingly
and improperly avotd; avoid or decrease an obligation to pay or transmit money or

property to the medical assistance programs.

obtain; payment for afatseor-frandutent-claim- No person shall conspire to defraud
the medical assistance programs or conspire to commit a violation of this Part.

E.(1) No person shall knowingly submit a claim for goods, services, or

supplies which were medically unnecessary or which were of substandard quality or
quantity.

(2) If a managed care health care provider or a health care provider operating
under a voucher system under the medical assistance programs fails to provide
medically necessary goods, services, or supplies or goods, services, or supplies
which are of substandard quality or quantity to a recipient, and those goods, services,
or supplies are covered under the managed care contract or voucher contract with the
medical assistance programs, such failure shall constitute a violation of Paragraph

Ve
(1) of this Subsection.
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(3) "Substandard quality" in reference to services applicable to medical care
. v,
as used in this Subsection shall mean substandard as to the appropriate standard of
care as used to determine medical malpractice, including but not limited to the

v
standard of care provided in R.S. 9:2794.

F. No person shall knowingly make or cause to be made a claim under the
medical assistance programs for anv of the following:

(1) A service or product that has not been approved or prescribed by a
treating physician or health care practitioner,

(2} A service or product that is substantially inadequate or inappropriate
mmmm%m

within the health care industrv.

(3) A product that has been adulterated debased, mislabeled. or is otherwise

inappropriate,

G. N +on-stat-be-bromed terthis-Sect fessti ;
atfeged-actuat-damages-is-one-thousard-doHars-or-more- No person shall knowingly

make. cause to be made, induce. or seek to induce the making of a false statement
or misrepresentation of material fact concerning anv of the following:

(1) The condition or operation of a facility in order that the facility may
qualifv for certification or recertification required bv_the medical assistance
programs including but not limited to certification or recertification of any of the

following:
{a)_A hospital.
(b) A nursing facility or skilled nursing facilitv,
{c) A hospice.
(d) An intermediate care facility for people with developmental disabilities.
(e) An assisted living facility,
() A home health agency.

(2) Information the person is required to produce to the department by
federal or state law, rule, regulation or provider agreement.
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H. No provider or provider-in-fact shall fail to provide to the department
attorney general, legislative auditor, or other appropriate state agency information
required to be provided by law, rule. or contractual provision.

I._No person shall defraud or attempt to defraud the medjcal assistance
programs through misrepresentation,

J.No person shall obtain or attempt to obtain_pavment for a false or

fraudulent claim.

K. _It shall be unlawful for a managed care organization or a subcontractor
to a managed care organization that contracts with the department or other state
agency to provide or arrange tg provide health care benefits or services to individuals
eligible under the medical assistance programs and knowingly do anv of the
followin:;

(1) Fail to provide an_individual a healthcare benefit or service that the
MWWMQM

LZMMMMMMM%
or other appropriate state agency information required to be provided by law, rule,
or contractual provision.

(3) Engage in fraudulent activity in connection with the enrollment of an

individual eligible under the medijcal assistance programs or in connection with
marketing the organization's services to an individual eligible under the medical

assistance programs.

L. No person shall make a claim under the medical assistance programs and

knowingly misrepresent the identification of the healthcare provider who actually
provided the service when such identification is necessary to gbtain pavment for the

claim.

F- M. Each violation of this Section may be treated as a separate violation
or may be combined into one violation at the option of the secretary or the attorney

general,
H. N. No action brought pursuant to this Section shall be instituted later than
ten years after the date upon which the alleged violation occurred.

* * *
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§438.5. Civil monetary penalty

¥ * *

E. Nothing in this Sect;on shall limit the rights of a qui tam plaintiff who
brings a qui tam action in accordance with Subpart C <;f this Part,

§438.6. Recovery

* * *

(3) The secretary-orattorney-generat state shall promptly remit awards for

those costs, expenses, and fees incurred by the various clerks of court or sheriffs
involved in the investigations or proceedings to the appropriate clerk or sheriff,
* * *

§438.7. Reduced damages

If requested by the secretary or the attorney general, the court may reduce to
not less than twice the actual damages or any recovery required to be imposed under
the provisions of this Sui;part if all of the following extenuating circumstances are
found to be applicable:

* * *

(3) Atthetime the violator furnished the information concerning the specific

allegation to the department-or-thre-attormeygenerat state, no criminal prosecution,
civil action, or departmentat-investigation-or-proceeding administrative action had

been commenced as to the alleged viotation: violation, and the violator did not have

actual knowledge of the existence of an investigation into such a violation.

§438.8. Burden of proof; prima facie evidence; standard of review
* * *
B. Proof by a preponderance of the evidence of a false or fraudulent claim

or illegal remuneration shall be deemed to exist under the following circumstances:

* * *

(3) Notwithstanding anv other provision of law, rules of criminal procedure,
or the rules of evidence to the contrarv. a final judement rendered in favor of the
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state in anv criminal proceeding charging fraud or false statements, whether upon a

verdict after trial or upon a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, shall prevent the

defendant from denving the essential elements of the offense in any action involving

the same transaction as in the criminal proceeding and brought by the secretary or
¢

attomey peneral t to Subpart i I a qui action pursuant to

Subpart C'of this Part.

* * *

§439.1. Qui tam actionz;ivil action filed by private person

A. A private pcr‘::on may institute a civil action in the courts of this state on
behalf of the medicat-assistance-programs state and himself to seek recovery for a
violation of R.S. 46 :458.2, 433.3, or 438? pursuant to the provisions of this Sub;ért.

The institutor shall be known as a "qui tam plaintiff” and the civil action shall be

known as a "qui tam action". The action mav be dismissed onlv if the court and the
attorney general give written consent to the dismissal and reasons for consenting,

* * *

D.(1) Unless the action is brought by the state e qui t laintiff is an
original source of information, Fhe the court shall dismiss an action or claim in
accordance with this Séc/tion, unless opposed by the government state if
substantially the same allegations or transactions as alleged in the action or claim
were publicly disclosed in any of the following:

(a) A criminal, civil, or administrative hearing in which the government state
or its agent is a party.

(b) A congressiomat-orgovernment-accountabitity-office-orotherfederat
report; state legislative or other state hearing, report. audit, or investigation.

{¢c) The news media. mcdra',—un*essﬁc-ams-lxought—by-thvmm

Forsd britine-the-action it E the-information:

e
(2) For the purposes of this Subsection, "original source” means an
individual who, prior to a public disclosure in accordance with this Subsection, has

voluntarily disclosed to the governmrent state the information on which allegations

or transactions in a claim are based or who has knowledge that is independent of and
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materially adds to the publicly disclosed aliegations or transactions, and who has

voluntarily provided the information to the government state before filing an action
in accordance with this Subgart.

L * *

G. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a qui tam complaint and

information ﬁ'l'Cd‘MﬁTﬂrsccrctary-orattomcm delivered to the state shall not

be subject to discovery or become public record until judicial service of the qui tam

action is made on any of the defendants, except that the information contained
therein may be given to other governmental entities or thetr authorized agents for
review and investigation. The entities and their authorized agents shall maintain the
confidentiality of the information provided to them under this Subsggtion.
§439.2. Qui tam action procedures

A. The following procedures shall be applicable to a qui tam action:

(1) The complaint shall be captioned: “Medicat-Assistance-Programs State

Louisiana Ex Rel.: [insert name of qui tam plaintiff(s)] v. [insert name of

defendant(s)]". The qui tam complaint shall be filed with the appropriate state or
federal district court.

(2) A copy of the qui tam complaint and written disclosure of substantially
all material evidence and information each qui tam plaintiff possesses shall be served
upon the secretary-or-the-attormeygenerat state in accordance with the applicable
rules of civil procedure,

(3) When a person brings an action in accordance with this Suﬁi:art, no
persorrother-than-the-secretary-or-attorney-penerat person or entity other than the
state may intervene or bring a related action based on the sante facts underlying the
pending action.

@

* * *

(b) For good cause shown, the sccretary-or-the-attorneygemerat state may

move the court for extensions of time during which the petition remains under seal.
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Any such motions may be supported by affidavits or other submissions in camera

and under seal.

B.(1) If the secretary-or the-attorneygenerat state elects to intervene in the
action, the secretary-or the-attorney-generat state shall not be bound by any act of a

qui tam plaintiff. The secretary or the attorney general shall control the qui tam
action proceedings on behalf of the state and the qui tam plaintiff may continue as
a party to the acttor: action, subject to the limitations set forth in this §ec1't?on and
RS. 46:439.3. For prescription purposes, any government complaint in intervention,
whether filed separately or as an amendment to the relator's qui tam plaintiff's
complaint, shall relate back to the filing date of the complaint, to the extent that the
claim of the government arises out of the conduct, transactions, or occurrences set

forth, or attempted to be set forth, in the refator's qui tam plaintiff's complaint.

@) B . intifFandh )
mﬂw'ammcy-dmng-ﬁwpmdmcy-oﬁhcqm-mm Upon a showing

e state during the e litication bv the qui aintiff that the action

would intcrfere with or unduly delav the state's prosecution of the case, or it would

be repetitious._irrelevant. or for the purposes_of harassment. the court may, in its
discretion. impose limitations on the qui tam plaintiffs participation, including but

not limited to all of the following:

(2) Limiting the number of witnesses the qui tam plaintiff may call.

(b) Limiting the lenath of a witness' testimony.

{¢) Limiting the quj tam plaintiff's cross-examination of 2 witness.

(d)_Otherwise limiting the participation of the qui tam plaintiff in_the
litigation.

(3) If requested by the secretaryor—thc—attorney—generat state and
notwithstanding the objection of the qui tam plaintiff, the court may dismiss the qui

tam action provided the qui tam plaintiff has been notified by the-secretary-orthe

attorneygenerat the state of the filing of the motion to dismiss and the court has

provided the qui tam plaintiff a contradictory hearing on the motion.
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mvmmmmr Whether or not
the state proceeds with the action, upon a showing by the state that L certain actions

of discovery by the qui tam plaintiff would interfere with the investigation or

proceedings of a criminal or civil matter arising out of the same facts, the court may
stay such discovery for a period of not more than sixty davs, The court shall conduct

an in-camera showing in accordance with this Sub h._The court mav extend
M
the sixty-day period upona further showing/ in-camera. tthat the state has pursued the

criminal or civil investigation or gmeegHggm reasonable diligence and any
proposed discovery in the qui tam action will interfere with the ongoing criminal or
civil investigation or proceedings.
* * *
) Mt ) aintifF-obi ; £ . .
Pwhyﬁc—smthra&om—gumﬁrm—mm
adequate;-and-reasonable-under-the-circumstances: The state may settle the qui tam

action with the defendant notwithstanding the objection of the qui tam plaintiff if the

court determines, a hearing € pro ement is fair uate, and

reasonable under the circumstances. The court may conduct the hearin ¢ in camera
%,

upon a showing of good cause.
* * *

E. Hthe state elects not to proceed with the action, the qui tam plaintiff shall
have the right to conduct the action. At the state's request, the Fhe qui tam plaintiff
and the defendant shall serve attpleadings-and-papersfited;as-welt-as-discoveryin
the—qui—tanr-action—on—the—secretary-and-the-attormey—generat the state with all
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pleadings in the action and supply the state with copies of all deposition transcripts

at the state's expense,

* * *
§439.4. Recovery awarded to a qui tam plaintiff

. v v
A.(1) Except as provided by Subsection D of this Section and Paragraph (3)

of this Subsection, if the secretaryor theattorney penerabintervenes state proceeds
in the action brought by a qui tam plaintiff, the qui tam plaintiff shall receive at least

fifteen percent, but not more than twenty-five percent, of recovery.

(2) If the secretary-or-the-attorney-generat state does not intervene and the

qui tam plaintiff conducts the action, the court statt may award costs, expenses, fees,

and attorney fees to a prevailing defendant if the court finds that the adfegationstmade

harassment: claims of the qui tam plaintiff were clearly frivolous, clearly vexatious,
or primarily for the purposes of harassment. Afmding-by-thecourt-thatqui-tam

attorneygenerat,or-the—state the state. including but not limited to anv_state

department. agency. or board, be liable for any costs, expenses, fees, or attorney fees

incurred by the qui tam plaintiff or for any award entered against the qui tam
plaintiff.
G. The percentage of the share awarded to or settled for by the qui tam

plaintiff shall be determined using the total amount of the award-or-sctttement

proceeds of the action or settlement of the claim.
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Section 2 R.S. 46 437 37, (10) (15}, (19), and 4), 438. 6(A)(2) and (3),

(
438.8(D)2), 439 1(F), 439 2(F), and 440 3 are hereby repealed in their entirety.

APPRO@'/

v

'

Page 13 of 13

CODING: Words in struck-threugh type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

ACT Y0 _

2025 Regular Session ENROLLED
SENATE BILL NO. 24
BY SENATOR MCMATH
La. State Law institulo
PRINTER’S COPY
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§440.1. Medical Assistance Programs Fraud Detection Fund
* * *
B. After compliance with the requirements of Article VII, Section 9(B) of the
Constitution of Louisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, and

prior to monies being placed in the state general fund, all monies received by the any

statc entitv related to a recovery, fine, or penalty pertaining to the medical
assistance programs, including all monetarv sanctions assessed against
providers and managed care organizations, after accounting for any federal
share, and excluding any third party liability and estate recoveries as defined
by federal regulation, pursuant-to-acivit-award-granted-or-setttement-underthe
.. - this—Part. fort} et frcatsst

programs-whole; shall be deposited into the fund.

C. Fifty-percent-of-the After allocation of an_amount sufficient to fully
fund the Medicaid fraud control unit within the office of the attorney general,

the remaining monies cottected-and-deposited-mto in the fund shall be allocated as
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follows:

(1) Fifty percent to the Medicaid Frauvd-Controt-tnit fraud control unit

iraud control unit
within the office of the attorney general.

B-(2) Fifty percent mmmﬁnﬂ-dcpommmﬁmmﬂ

be-aftocated to the Louisiana Department of Health program inteeri section. to

e o oz

Subseetion E-of-thisSeetion.

D. The balance of the fund shall not exceed twenty million dollars, Anv

v g
monies collected pursuant to Subsection B of this Section in excess of the twentv

million dollar fund balance shall be used to fund the medical assistance

programs,

E. The monies in the fupd shall be used to fund the Medicaid fraud
==—=en 0 e Iund shall be used to fand the Medicaid fraud

control unit within the office of the attornev general and the Louisiana
= ———————> S D1 e atworney general and the Lowisiana
Department of Health program integrity section. The monies in the fund shall not

be used to replace, displace, or supplant state general funds appropriated for the daily

operation of the departmrent Louisiana Department of Health, the office of the
attorney general, or the medical assistance programs, and-may-be-appropriated-by

e ot For 2 T .
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Section 2, This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2025; if vetoed by the governor

APPROVED:
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BY SENATOR CLOUD

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana,

AN ACT

To enact Subpart F of Part VI-A of Chaptr 3 of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
of 1950, to be comprised R.S.440.21, relative to Medicaid; to provide for

Medicaid eligibility #éterminations; to provide for Medicaid program integrity

measures; to pre€ide for an effective date: and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by sMe Legislature of Louisiana:

on 1. Subpart F of Part VI-A of Chapter 3 of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised

Staptes of 1950, comprised of R.S. 46:440.21, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

SUBPART F. MEDICAID PROGRAM INTEGRITY MEASURES
§440.21. Medicaid program integrity measures

A. The legislature hereby finds and declares the following:
(1) It is the policy of this state to protect public benefits for those who are

truly needv and eligible for such benefits and to prevent waste and fraud from
limiting available resources and increasing dependency unnecessarily.

(2) The Medicaid program provides support to needy households and
persons.

(3) It is the intent of this Subﬁ;rt to_institute a system of modern and
comprehensive interagency data cross-checks and to implement other program
integrity measures available to ensure ongoing eligibility for Medicaid and to
limit the use of ex parte renewals to the extent allowed.

B. The Louisiana Department of Health shall adopt the following
measures to verify ongoing eligibility for Medicaid:

{1) The Louisiana Department of Health shall not accept eligibility
v

determinations for Medicaid from any exchange established under 42 U.S.C.
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18041(¢). The Louisiana Department of Health mav accept asscssments from an

Py
exchange established under 42 U.8.C, 18041(c), but shall independently verify
eligibilitv and make eligibility determinations,

{2) Neither the Louisiana Department of Health nor any state agency
that operates as a part of Medicaid may rely solely on ex parte renewals,
- » - - - "f’-.
including but not limited to any waiver granted under Section 1902(e)(14)(A)

of the Social Security Act. unless expressly required by federal law, No later

than January 1, 2026, the Louisiana Department of Health shall withdraw any

waivers submitted to the federal government that authorize the department to

determine or renew eligibility by ex parte renewal.
(3) Unless required by federal law, the Louisiana Department of Health

shall not accept self-attestation of Louisiana state residency for initia) eligibility

determinations or renewals, The Louisiana Department of Health may use

technology and government data sharing to verify income, residency. household

composition, or receipt of other coverage. The Louisiana Department of Health

shall not request authority to waive or decline to periodically check anv

available income-related data sources to verify eligibility for Medicaid.

(4) The Louisiana Department of Health may use an enhanced income

verification platform to verify recipient eligibility. The Louisiana Department

of Health may procure and enter into a contract for the platform, The platform

shall meet all of the following criteria;
{a) Use automated, real-time data matching and analytics to detect

unreported or under reported income.

(b) Consolidate overlapping data to prevent double counting of financial

records.

(5) The Louisiana Department of Health shall enter into the following

data matching agreements to cross-check households enrolled in Medicaid with
other state data sets as allowed by law:

(a) On at least a monthly basis. the Louisiana Department of Health shall

receive and review information from the state registrar of vital records
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concerning _individuals enrolled in Medicaid that indicates a change in

circumstances that may affect eligibility for Medicaid, including but not limited

to death records.

(b} On at least a quarterly basis, the Louisiang Department of Health

ofk
shall receive and review information from thj/ Louisiana V‘\lj‘orld’ugc?)'

Com.m.issiot?c/oncerni!g individuals enrolled in Medicaid that indicates a

change in circumstances that may affect eligibility for Medicaid, including but
not limited to changes in employment or wages.

() On at least a quarterly basis, the Louisiana Department of Health

shall receive and review information from the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections, office of motor vehicles concerning individual enrolled in

Medicaid that indicates a change in residency that may affect eligibilitv for

Medicaid.

(d) On at least a semi-annual basis, the Louisiana Department of Health
shall receive and review information from the Louisiana Department of
Revenue concerning individuals enrolled in Medicaid that indicates a change in
circumstances that may affect eligibility for Medicaid, including but not limited
fo potential changes in income, wages. or residency as identified by tax records,

(e) The Louisiana Department of Health shall implement a platform to

receive and review information on at least an annual basis _concernin
== s s ST Ta Ol on al feast an annual DASIS concerning
incarceration status of individuals enrolled in Medicaid.

(f) On atleast a monthly basis, the Louisiana Department of Health shall
receive and review information from the Social Security Administration
concerning the disabilitv status of individuals enrolled in Medicaid.

(6) On at least a quarterly basis. the Louisiana Department of Health
shall publish on its website, data regarding findings of noncompliance and fraud
investigations in Medicaid for the following aggregate. nonconfidential, and
nonpersonally identifying information:

(a} The number of Medicaid cases investigated for intentional program

violations or fraud.
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(b) Total number of Medicaid cases referred to the attornev general's

office for prosecution.

(¢) Improper payments and expenditures.
(d) Monies recovered.

e) Aggregate data concernin improper pavments and ineli ible

recipients as a percentage of those investioated and reviewed.

Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the govefc; or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature
by the govemnor, as provided by Article I, Section 18 of the Constitutioft of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature/this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval,

APPROVED: /2

_ zo,zo __
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treatment following a perjrfatal psychiatric diagnosis; to provide for definitions; to
provide for applicapility relative to coverage plans; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by e Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 22:1077.4 is hereby enacted to read as follows:
1077.4. Inpatient treatment following a perinatal psvchiatric di nosis;
commercial insurance

A. Any health benefit plan offered bv a health insurance issuer that

provides mental health benefits with respect to treatment for perinatal

psychiatric diagnoses shall provide coverage for voluntary inpatient treatment
for a patient with a perinatal psychiatric diagmosis. Inpatient admissions,

including overnight stays, and medications resulting from treatments, including
infusions and prescriptions, and counseling shall be covered services.

B. All decisions regarding voluntarv inpatient treatment following a
perinatal psychiatric diagnosis shall be made solelv by an attending physician,
physician assistant, psvchiatrist, psvchologist, medical psychologist, or nurse
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practitioner in consultation with the patient. All levels of maternal mental

health inpatient treatment as provided for in this Sec';t;"on shall be considered
edically necessary and shail not be excluded from coverage. The treating

L) . C&
or nurse practitioner shall consider recognized m based standards, such

as gaidelines of InterQual or Milliman Care Guidelines (MCG), in making

treatment recommendations. Health insurance issuers shail not deny coverage

for voluntary inpatient treatment for a patient with a perinatal psychiatric

diagnosis that is consistent with these standards.
A
C. Any voluntary admission covered by this Section shall be in

-
accordance with R.S. 28:52.

=
D. The coverage required pursuant to this Section may be subject to
annual deductibles, coinsurance, and copayment provisions established under

the health benefit plan.

q.-""f.
E. For purposes of this Section, the following terms have the following

meanings:

(1) "Health benefit plan' means anvy hospital, health, or medical expense,

insurance policy, hospital or medical service contract, employee welfare benefit

plan, contract, or other agreement with a health maintenance organization or

apreferred provider organization, health and accident insurance policy, or any
other insurance contract of this type in this state, including a group insurance

plan and the Office of Group Benefits programs. ""Health benefit plan' does not
include a plan providing coverage for excepted benefits as defined in R.S.
{

22:1061, limited benefit health insurance plans, and short-term policies that

have a term of less than twelve months.

(2) "Health insurance issuer'’ means an entity subject to the insurance
laws and regulations of this state, or subject to the jurisdiction of the
commissioner, that contracts or offers to contract to provide, deliver., arrange

for, pay for, or reimburse any _of the costs of healthcare services, including
Vi
through a health benefit plan as defined in this Section, and includes a sickness
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and accident insurance company, a_health maintenance organization, a
preferred provider organization, or any similar entity. or any other entity

providing a plan of health insurance or health benefits.
{3) "Perinata] psychiatric diagnosis" means a psvchiatric disorder

requiring inpatient treatment during pregnancy through one year postpartum,

which includes one vear after a pregnancy loss.

F. The implementation of the provisions of this Sg@ﬁ shall be subject

to the appropriation of funds by the legislature for this purpose.

~Section 2. R.S. 46:447.4 is herehy enacted to-read-as-folews: o

§447.4. Inpatient treatment following a perinatal psychiatric diagnosis;

Medicaid

A. Medicaid managed care organizations shall provide coverage for
voluntary impatient treatment for a Medicaid recipient with a perinatal

psychiatric diagnosis. Inpatient admissions, including overnight stays. and

medications resulting from treatments, including infusions and prescriptions,
and counseling shall be covered services.
B. All decisions regarding voluntary inpatient treatment following a

perinatal psychiatric diagnosis shall be made solelv by an attending physician,

physician assistant, psychiatrist, psvchologist, medical psychologist. or nurse
practitioner in consultation with the patient.

C._Any voluntary admission_covered by this Section shall be in

-
accordance with R.S. 28:52.

D. For purposes of this Se::;ion, "perinatal psvchiatric diagnosis" means
a psychiatric disorder requiring inpatient treatment during pregnancy through
one year postpartum, which includes one year after a pregnancy loss.
E. The implementation of the provisions of this Sectvif(.m shall be subject
to the appropriation of funds by the legislature for this purpose.
v

F. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the Lonisiana Medicaid Program
from establishing criteria for payment of covered Medicaid services, including

criteria for medical necessity.
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Section 3. The provisions of this Act apply to any new policy, corjract, or health
coverage plan issued on and after J. anuary 1, 2026. Any policy, contract, of health coverage
plan in effect priorto J anuary 1, 2026, shall convert to conform to the provisions of this Act

on or before the renewal date, but no later than January 1, 2027.
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to provide for claim payment information; to provide for third-party liability; to

§460.71. Claim payment information

* * *

E. Unless the secretarv of the department promulgates a rule in accordance
with this Subsettion. 2 managed care organization shall be strictly prohibited from
amending, modifving, or changing in anv manner a claim submitted by a healthcare
provider or adjusting, down-coding, or paying a claim at a lower fevel of service than
what was submitted by the healthcare provider. However, this Se';tion shall not
prohibit a2 managed care organization from conducting required post-payment
reviews and audits, and taking action as a result of such reviews and audits. Any
violation_of the provisions of this Subsection shall result in the department
withholding from payment to the managed care organization an_amount to be
dﬂe—mﬂm%hmmw

"
for each violation of this Section. The department may promulgate rules in

-
accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act that authorize a statewide polic
Seesee R s S AR gl L TTOCRGUIC At that authonz¢ a statewide policy
for managed care organizations to adjudicate payment of claims in a manner that

v
would otherwise violate the provisions of this Section. Such rule shall become
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effective onlv upon the approval of the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare and
the House Committee on Health apd Welfare, meeting separately or jointly.

* * *

§460.76.3. Claim information: third-partv liability

A. The department shal] provide all known information about any health
insurer or other third party that is legallv liable for payment of all or part of a claim

for healthcare services furnished under the Medicaid state plan to an enrollee on the
Medicaid Elig ibility Verification System.
B.(ly A managed care organization shall provide notification to the

de; ent no later than two business davs from the date the m ed_care

organization verifies or has knowledge of the existence of any health insurer or other
third party that is legallv liable for payment of all or part of a claim for healthcare

ervic ished under the Medicaid state plan to an e llee when the health
insurer or other liable third party is not reflected on the Medicaid Eligibility

Verification System. The notification shall include, at minimum. all of the following
information about the health insurer or other liable third party:
{2) The name, address. and phone number of the health insurer or other liable

third party.

{b)_The policyholder information, including the policyholder name, policy

number, and group number.

(¢} The scope of coverage. if the scope of coverage is limited.
(d) The effective date of coverage,

€) Any other information required bv the de artment,

(2) The department may promulgate rules or may include requirements in the
Medicaid managed care organization manual as necessary for the implementation of

W
this Section.
(3} Thed department shall cause the information contained in the notification

1o be reflected in the Medicaid Eligibility Verification System no later than three
s
business davs from receiving a notice pursuant to this Subsection.
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C. A managed care organization shall not deny, pend, reject, or recoup a
claim solely on the basis of the existence of a liable third party or primary coverage
that is through other health insurance unless all of the following information related
to the other health insurance is available on the Medicaid Eligibility Verification

system that jis maintained by the department:

(1) The name, address, and ph_ommmﬁhﬁﬁamnﬂmmth
insurance issuer.

2 e policvholder info ion, includi e policvholder name, policy
number, and group number,

(3) The effective date of coverage by the liable third party or health

insurance issuer and the scope of coverage of the liable third party or health
insurance issuer, if the scope of coverage is limited.

D. A managed care organization shall provide written or electronic
notification to a provider no later than five businegs days after the managed care

organization recejves pavment from a liable third partv for healthcare services

rendered by the healthcare provider. Such notice shall include the following:

{1)_A copy of the explanation of benefits provided to the managed care

a
organization as"’result of payment being made to the managed care organization for
the healthcare services rendered by the healthcare provider.

(2) The name, address, and phone number of the health insurer or other liable
third party.

(3) The policyholder information, in cluding the policyholder name, policy
number, and group number,

{4) The effective date of coverage.

(3) The scope of coverage, if the scope of coverage is limited.

E. The department shall withhold payment to the managed c organization
in an amount to be determined by the department not iess than twenty-five thousand
dollars or greater for each violation of the provisions of this Seé‘;{on by a managed
care organization, However, upon a finding by the department that the managed care
organization has committed multiple violations of this Sec]t";on or has engaged in a
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a of violations, the mijni um amount shall be at least one hundred

not signed by the govemor, upon expiration of the time for bills to becgine law without

shall become effective on the day following such approval.

€ 2025, No

EA‘ plementation of the prov:sxons of R.S. 46:460/76.3 as enacted by Section { of
this Act s begm on August 1, 2025

CNOTE O R24L - 460.7,. 3]
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To enact R.S. .@#60.76.3, relative to Médicaid prior authorization during a declared

emergency; to authorize the Lguisiana Department of Health to suspend prior

provide for documgfitation; to provide for notification to Medicaid recipients; and
to provide for #€lated matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 46:460.76.3 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§4§0.76,¢.1rior authorization; suspension during state of emergency

A. During a state of emergency declared by the governor, the Louisiana
Department of Health may suspend utilization management requirements,
including but not limited to prior authorization and concurrent review
requirements for the Medical Assistance Program to ensure uninterrupted

access to medically necessary healthcare services, including diagnostics,
treatments, medications, and supportive services.
B. Any Medicaid managed care organization. pharma benefit

manager, or_entity responsible for fee-for-service claims processing shall
reimburse providers for medically necessary drugs, services, equipment,
supplies. and therapies provided to Medicaid recipients during the enmergency

without_ requiring prior authorization. Anv Medicaid managed care

Page 1 of 2
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organization, pharmacy benefit manager, or entity responsible for fee-for-

service claims processing shall reimburse any out-of-state provider that

provided essential medica) care to a l.ouisiana Medicaid recipient who
evacuated out of state, whether voluntarily or involuntarily, without requiring

prior authorization,

C. The prior authorization suspension provided for in this Sec‘ggn shall
oanly apply to Medicaid recipients who reside within the designated emergency

area.

D. The Medicaid managed care organizations shall notify Medicaid

recipients of prior authorization suspensions, uninterrupted care access and

rights during emergencies. Notifications should be distributed through

healthcare providers, community outreach, and online platforms to ensure all

atients, especially vulnerable or displaced individuals, are aware of the

5
rovisions of this Section and can make informed decisions about their care.

(i 7 _

PRESIPENT OF 7HE SENATE
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providers for certain beheVioral health services; to provide relative to reimbursement
rates; to provide fr effectiveness; and to provide for related matters,
Be it enacted by th€ Legislature of Louisiana:

Sectfon 1. R.S. 46:460.77.4 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§460.77.4. Reimbursement for certain behavioral health services

A. Subject to approval by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, the Lonisiana Department of Health shall reimburse Medicaid
providers for mental health partial hospitalization program services provided
at a licensed freestanding inpatient psychiatric hospital. Providers shall be
reimbursed at one hundred percent of the Medicare rates.

B. Implementation of this Secg;n is subject to the appropriation of funds
by the legislature for this purpose or upen notification by the secretary of the
Louisiana Department of Health to the Joint Legislative Committee on_the
Budget that the department has identified available funds within its existing

L™

budget authority for the implementation of the provisions of this Sectjon.
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Section 2. This Act shall become effective on July 2025; if vetoed by the governor

and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act ghall become effective on the day

following such approval by the legislature or July 1, 2025, whichever is later.

/‘%*A’»%—

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

=~ OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED: =

mnc 20, zocs’
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, relative to Medicaid coverage; to provide for

AN
To amend and reenact R.S. @77.24(1&)
Medicaid coverage through th¢' TEFRA option; to provide for eligibility; to provide

for the treatment of a ge¢ere health condition; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legfslature of Louisiana:
. R.S. 46:977.24(A)(6) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§977.24. Eligibility factors; benefits; premium payment program participation

A. In order to be eligible for the TEFRA option, a child shall meet all of the
following eligibility criteria:

* » *

(6)(a) Due 1o his disability, he requires a leve] of care provided in a hospital,

skilled nursing facility, or intermediate care facility; however, care provided outside

of such an institution may be appropriate.

A child mav meet a leve] of care if within the last twelve months. he

resents for emergency care in a hospital more uently than once per month and

the use of the hospital is medicall necessary to stabilize sickle cell anemia.

* * *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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BOUIE, CARTER, DUPLESSIS, JACKS ON-ANDREWS, MIZELL, PRICE, AND
SELDERS

To enact Part V of Chapter 8 of Title 46 4f the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be
compnised of R.S. 5?977 through 977.43, relative to Medicaid insurance

coverage for doula servi€es; to provide for legislative findings; to provide for

definitions; to requirgMedicaid coverage for maternity services provided by doulas;
to provide for epfollment qualifications; to assign certain duties to the Louisiana
Department 6f Health; to provide for applicability; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by’the Legistature of Louisiana:

Segfion 1. Part V of Chapter 8 of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,

comprised of R.S. 46:977.41 through 977.43, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

PART V. MEDICAID COVERAGE FOR DOULAS
§977.41. Legislative findings

The legislature hereby affirms all of the following:

{1) Leading professional societies, such as the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists and the Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine, and
federal agencies, such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. the Health
Resources and Services Administration, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, have recognized the well-established bepefits of doula services.

(2) In January 2025, Louisiana was selected as one of the states to participate
in ters for Medicare and Medicaid Services Transforming Maternal Health
Model. The model is designed to focus exclusively on jmproving maternal
healthcare for people enrolled in Medicaid and the Children's Health Insurance
Program. The model supports participating state Medicaid agencies in the
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development of a whole-person approach to pregnancy, childbirth, and postpartum
care that addresses the physical, mental health, and social needs experienced during
pregnancy. The goal of the mode] js to reduce disparities in access and treatment.
%mmm’%;%m

new while also reducine ov ram expenditures. This model urpcs

states to address gaps in maternal healthcare using doulas,

(3) Research has demonstrated that support from a doula is associated with
lower cesarean section rates, fewer obstetric interventions, fewer complications
during and after childbirth,_decreased use of pain medication, shorter labor hours,
and higher scores on the Appearance. Pulse, Grimace, Activity. and Respiration, or
APGAR, test. which indicates how well the baby is doing outside the womb.

M@WW%
and infant m i idity in the United States. which is indicative of a

maternity healthcare crisis. It is well established that the use of doulas in maternal
healthcare makes a difference in improving outcomes and lowering healthcare costs

for the mother and infant,

§977.42. Definitions: health coverage: polic rovisions

A. For purposes of this Sec‘t/ion= the following definitions apply:

1) "Doula” means an individual who has been trained to provide ph sical
emotional, and educational support. but not medical or midwiferv care. to pregnant
and birthing women and their families before, during, and after childbirth,

(2) "Doula treatment or care” means any maternal healthcare services
rendered by a registered doula in this state.

B. Any Medicaid coverage plan delivered or issued for deliverv in this state
that provides benefits for maternity services shall include coverape for services
provided by a doula before. during. and after childbirth as provided in R.S.
46:9"’57.'.43. The coverage scope of services and rates shall be determined by the
Louisiana Department of Health using market benchmarks and comparisons to

similar state rates.

€. Doula services shall include but not be limited to all the following:
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(1} Support and assistance during labor and childbirth.
(2} Prenatal and postpartum support and education.

3 Breastfeeding assistance and lactation support.
(4) Parenting education.

3) Support for a birthing w an after the loss of a pre nancy,

D. At minimum. each Medicaid plan shall comply with the provisions in
R.S. 40:97%43 and provide coverage for all of the following services:
(1) Five prenatal visits for up to ninety minutes.

{2) Three postpartum visits for up to ninety minutes.

3 istance and ndance during labor and birth including cesarean

deliveries.

E.(1) The requirements established by Medicaid managed care plans to

ensure the services provided bv a doula before. during. and after childbirth shall not
be construed to preclude a doula from practice in this state,

(2)a) A doula may opt to practice in this state and forego any_eligible
reimbursement via a health coverage plan,

{b) Doulas opting for reimbursement via a Medicaid managed care plan shall
have approved registration by the Louisiana Doula Registry Board.

E._All doulas with approved registration with the onisiana Doula Registry
Board shall have acceptance as a provider of such_services with all Louisjana
Medicaid plans in accordance with Medicaid rulemaking,

G. Terminology in anv Medicaid managed care plan or contract deemed
discriminatorv against doulas and doula services is void and unenforceable.
§977.43. Required Medicaid coverage for doulas

A._The Louisiana Medicaid program shall cover inpatient and, if deemed
appropriate, outpatient coverage for doula treatment or care when such care or
%@%
MWMMMMQMHMMM
imwwmmwﬁww

guidelines or certifications.
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B. A prospective enrollee shall be considered eligible for doula treatment or

enrol t if the individual satisfies al f the followi ifications:
(1) The individual js emﬂmm@m.si_aam&%iimm

(2} A licensed l;_\ealmcgg provider has certified that the individual is

re 0 € postpartum period.

(3) The pregnant or postpartum woman requests or consents to the use of

doula services.

€. Pursuant to this Sec?tiog, the secretary of the Louisiana Department of
Health shall do all the following:

{1} Submit to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services all necessary

state plan amendments.

(2} Promulgate and adopt all necessary rules in accordance with the
L
Administrative Procedure Act.

) ] . .
(3) Take any other actions necessarv to implement the provisions of this Part.

August 1, 2025,

f]l CNore © £S 4o 11142(8)]

(%} 3‘0_7-

(B) Any Medicaid managed care plan in effect prior to Au 1,2025, shall convert
to conform to the provisions of this Part on or before the 1 cwal date, but no later than

January 1, 2026.

(NOTE D RS 44,917

%/%

SPEAKE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APPROVED:

Page 4 of 4

CODING: Words in struckthrough type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
2]
22
23
24

25

ACT 430

2025 Regular Session ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 143

BY SENATOR HENSGENS

La. State Law instituto
PRINTER'S COPY
NO BDITS

Clessificstion__ K< 4L

§1053. Commission; qualification of members; appointment; vacancies;
compensation; removal of commissioners; certain powers
* * x

K.(1) In the parish of Vermilion, Hospital Service District No. 1 shall be
governed by a commission composed of eight members. Each chief of the medical
staff at the Abrom Kaplan Memorial Hospital shall be a member of the commission
during his term in office. The other additional members provided for by this
Parag}rz.aph shall be appointed for initial terms of six years each by the police jury of
the parish of Vermilion and thereafier shall serve six four-year terms.

* * *

L.(1) The Vermilion Parish Hospital Service District No. 2 shall be governed
by a board of commissioners composed of seven members. One member shall be
appointed by the parish governing authority from among the physicians who are
residents of the district. If no physician is willing to serve, then the parish governing
authority may appoint any person who is otherwise eligible to fill the office.

Members appointed from among the physicians of the district and members
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appointed in place of such member shall serve two-year terms, All other members

shall serve six four-year terms.

* * *

%; /!

k - '3
PRESIDEEﬁj/OF THE SERATE

'_...., =y
[E HOUSE OF R PRESENTATIVES

SPEAKE®OF
7L _//

GOVERRG R JF 'Jfl ATESSL OUISIANA

APPROVED: l_-..._ L
20, zcpy
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—NOTE £ 2(A)
ACT

and (B)(1), relative to state funding for parish
the funding formula for determining annual state
cil; to provide for distribution of such funding; to provide
minimum amounty4o be appropriated for such funding; to provide for applicability;

effective date; and to provide for related matters.

| §1606. Annual appropriation

A. The legislature shall appropriate to the office of elderly affairs, for
distribution by the executive director of the office to the various voluntary parish
councils on aging, funds sufficient to allocate to each parish council twe four dollars
and-fifty-cents for each person sixty years or older who is a resident of the parish as
shown by the latest official census estimate or one hundred fifty thousand dollars,
whichever is greater. The office of elderly affairs shall include funds in their annual
budget request for increases in funding based on the number of elderly as estimated

in the above census. Notwithstanding the foregoing, such total annual appropriation
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shall be for a minimum of st iH: ¢ ten million four
mm‘huuﬁe&m;d ien million four
hundred ninety-four thousand two hundred @m-eight dollars.

B.(1) Funds appropriated by the legislature pursuant to Subswtio{A of this

.. Section shall be distributed by the executive director of the office of elderly affairs
and shall be allocated to each parish council in an amount equal to two four dollars

! and-ftfty-cents for each resident of the parish age sixty years or older, as shown by
the latest official estimate approved by the United States Bureau of the Census, or

| one hundred fifty thousand dollars, whichever is greater. The sums so allocated shall
be distributed quarterly during the first thirty days of each quarter of the fiscal year,

In appropriating funds pursuant to this Sec&én, the legislature shall specifically

provide for the allocation of funds to the respective parish councils in accordance

v
with the provisions of this Section.

* * *

(LAcks 2025, o 34 6]

| Section 2.(A) The provisions of Section 1 of this Act'shali become effectiveAvhen
an Act of the Louisiana Legislature containing a specific appropriation of moniey for the

implementation of the provisions of this Act becomes effective.

L1lore D RCAL:b0L @)1 ) 1))

(B) The provisions of this Section shall become effective upon sighature by the

| Bovernor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time fgf bills to become

|| law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article [, Section 18 of the
| |

Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and sub cquently approved by the

| | legislature, the provisions of this Section shall become effective on the day following such

approval. |
i
| / e
SPEAKER OFPHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
| 7~
| ,'! C : (I
| { g
A/
ATE®LOUISIANA
APPRO 22 J/_,.éi_.f/ / |

June 79 2425
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BY REPRESENTATIVES JACKSON AND KNOX
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To amend and reenact R.S. A«

- cOPY PES. LI

AN ACT

j 46.3(AX(1) and (D)(2), 82.2(C)(1), (4))and (5), 83(B)(1)(b),
(2), and (3), 83.1(B)(2) and (3), 83.2(B}(2) and (3), 84(B)Z) and (3), 85(B)2) and
(3), 86(B)(1)(b) and (c), 89.2(B)(3)(2), 104(B)(2) ang¥(3), 105(BX2) and (3), and
282(B)(2) and (3), R.S.@Sw. 1(A)and 541(24)(a, and RSéE;l 844(W)(2)(a) and
to enact R.S. 14:46.3(A)(7) and 83(C), relati¥e to offenses concerning prostitution;
to provide for certain prostitution offepéés; to provide for penalties; to provide for
a definition; to provide with respett to sex offender registration and notification
requirements; and to provideAor related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature’of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 14446.3(A)(1) and (D)(2), 82.2(C)(1), (4), and (5), 83(B)(1)(b), (2),

| and (3), 83.1(B)(2) and (3), 83.2(B)(2) and (3), 84(B)(2) and (3), 85(B)(2) and (3),

| 86@)(1)(b) apd (<), 89.2(B)(3)(a), 104(B)2) and (3), 105(B)(2) and (3), and 282(B)(2) and
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| military, territorial, foreign, tribal, or federal law which is equivalent to an offense
. s

(| provided for in this Chapter, unless the tribal court or foreign conviction was not

obtained with sufficient safeguards for findamenta) fairness and due process for the

1 accused as provided by the federal guidelines adopted pursuant to the Adam Walsh
| Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006.

! | * * *
f Section 3. R.S. 46:1844(W)(2)(a) is hereby amended and reenacted to

! follgws:'"’

§1844. Basic rights for victim and witness

(] (2) For purposes of this Secuaon:

II (@) "Human trafficking-related offense" shall include the perpetration or
| attempted perpetration of R.S. 14:4\6/2 orR _ij_g;4é or anyother crime involving
commercial sexual exploitation including R.S. 14 81, I 81 3,82, 82 1, 82 2, 83 83 1,

| A AV RV v
| 83.2, 83.3, 83.4, 84, 85, 86, 89.2, 104, 105, md0r282

* * *

-%/ﬁ@;—
SP F THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

oA

PRESIDE®SFOF

| APPROVED:
|
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HOUSE BILL NO. 479

LYONS, MACK, MARCELLE, MELERINE, MOORE, NEWELL, OWEN

PHELPS, ROMERO, SPELL, STAG » TAYLOR, THOMPSON, VILLIO:
WALTERS, WYBLE, AND ZERINGUE

La. State Law institute L.a. Siate La it
PRINTER'S COPY P iEﬁFEI-REg ggi;$te
MO EDITS Eds To: Pps.2
Classitiesiizn__KS |S Note: — njor€ € 2

T ofY PES -2 L1

ToenactR.S. lﬁT‘F 15 and RSAE’] 847 angd/1 848, relative to the creation of a comprehensive
victims' services system; to pfovide for a Crime Victims' Bill of Rights; to provide
for victim notification; 36 provide for definitions; to provide for legislative findings;
to provide certain pights to crime victims, witnesses, and family members; to provide
for an effectj¥e date; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by'the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 15:715 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§715. Reporting of escapes from parish prison facilities and jails

A. The sheriff, the highest ranking employee of the sheriffs office, or the
person acting on behalf of the sheriff who is physicallv present at and in charge of
the parish prison or jail at the time of an escape from that facility shall immediately
notifv or take necessary steps to ensure that notification is provided to every law
enforcement agency and local media outlet after receiving notification that an inmate

caped from or left the premises of the facili ithout authority. Such notice

shall be provided by the most reasonable and expedient means available,
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BA1) The sheriff. his designee. or the highest ranking emplovee of the

sheriff's office shall immediate]y notify any known witnesses and the victim of the

crime for which the escaped inmate was imprisoned. Such notice shall be provided
by the most reasonable and expedient means available,
m_mmm_is_:m_mg_smwmmm

ranking emplovee of the sheriff's office shall send notice to the persons and entities
. L .
designated in this Section as 5000 as possible but’in no event not later the one

working day after the sheriff learns of such recapture.
o
C._As used in this Section. the following terms shall have the following

meanings:

(1) "Law enforcement agency” means the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections. office of public safety services and office of state police. and all police

e ents in the

(2) "Local media outlet" means a local news service, including but not

limited to a print. broadeast. or online platform.

<

A. The legislature hereby recognizes that the gtate of Louisiana has created
numerous rights and duties to be afforded to crime victims, witnesses, and designated
family members. The legislature further recognizes the challenges of fulfilling those
rights and duties through numerous law enforcement and other state and local

B. Accordingly, the legislature herebv finds and declares that, in order to
ensure to the greatest extent possible that the rights and duties afforded to crime
victims and witnesses are upheld, the state of Louisiana is committed to the creation,
consolidation, and coordination of a comprehensive victims' services system. This
system shall provide the information and services described in the Crime Victims'
Bill of Rights and R.S. 4§:1\f§4.4 lo crime victims and witnesses at all relevant points
throughout the life cycle of a case moving through the criminal justice system in a

timely, consistent, and easily understandable manner. This svstem shall be created
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and administered e Department of Public Safety and Correctio e

department)] which shall ¢ rdinate with and provide assistance to prosecutors and

law enforcement agencies utilizing the systems, Processes, standards, and guidelines
implemented by the department. The department shall create this system in
conjunction with the [ntegrated Criminal J ustice Information System Polj cy Board
(CJIS) and all such component parts of this system shall be created in conformity

v
with the requirements set forth in R.S. 15:1228.10. The system shall be created and

in operation no later than July 1, 2026.

C. _The legislature recognizes that the creation and implementation of a
comprehensive victims' services system requires the input, coordination, and
cooperation of relevant stakeholders responsible for providing services to crime
victims and witnesses and urges relevant stakeholders to work collaboratively to
create and implement this comprehensive victims' services system as expeditiously

as possible,

1848. Crime Victims' Bill of Ri

A.(1) The legislature here by finds and declares the urgent need to establish

language and collected in one place,_is vital for crime victims, witnesses, and
designated family members to be able to know and understand the rights and duties

to ‘which the state of Louisiana affords{to Yhem and to ensure that thev receive the

support. protection, and justice that they deserve.
-
{2) Subsection C of this Section shall be known and may be cited as the
"Crime Victims' Bill of Rights".

this Section shall be construed to negate, impair, diminish_or limit any other rights
or duties afforded to crime victims, witnesses. and designated family members in any

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a defendant

or_person accused or convicted of a crime for which a crime victim, witness. or
designated familv member is afforded any rights or duties within this Section does
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not have standing to seek to have their conviction or sentence set aside for any
violation of the Crime Victims' Bill of Rights.

C._A crime victim or designated family member, as defined in this thpu‘;er,

| have the following rights:
(1)_The right to receive cmergency, social. or medical services as soon as
%Mgwm

v
as provided in R.S. 46:1844(A)(1).
(2) The right to be notified of the following; the defendant's arrest_release

On_recognizance, posting of bond. release pending charges being filed or due to
rejection of charges by the prosecutor, £scape, or re-apprehension as provided in R S.
v -
46:1844(A)3) and (7).
(3) Therightto receive advance notification of_ and to be present for, judicial
»
oceedings or ation heari rovided in R.S, 46: B).
(4) The right, subject to nable efforts by the T prior to trial, to

e interviewed secuto, arding the facts of the case and reaue

v
restitution as provided in R.S. 46:1844(C).
(5) The right for such interviews to be cond in ivate setting, with
access if requested to a victim advocate, social worker, or psvchologist for support

as provided in R.S. 46:1844(C).

{6) The right to refuse requests for interviews with the defense attorney as
provided in R.S. 46:184&(6](31.

(7) The right to retain the victim's or designated family member's own legal
counse] for discussions with the district attorney and judicial agencies as provided

Wy

in R.S. 46:1844(D)(1}.

(8) The right to request orally or in writing, a conference with the
prosecutor's office to discuss the disposition of the case by dismissal. plea, or trial,
the use of sentencing alternatives. and requests for payment of restitution to the

v

victim as provided in R.S. 46:1844(D)(2).
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1 | (9)_The right to assistance in informing emplovers that the participation of

2 the victim and designated family_member in the prosecution of the case may
3 || hecessitate absence from work as provided in R.S, 46; 184;41 .E[.

4 10) _The right e noti C ing ¢ €s as provided i .
v
5 46:1844(F).

6 | UMMM@&MM urt proceedings away from
7 | the defendant or the family of the defendant as provided in R.S. 46:1 842( Q).

8 | (12) The right to review and comment on pre-sentence or post-sentence

9 reports as provided in R S, 46:1844(),
10 (13) The right to protection by all rules and laws governing crimjnal
11 | procedure and the admissibility of evidence applicable to criminal proceedings as

v
12 | provided in R.S. 46:1844(1).

13 (14} The right to 3 speedy disposition and prompt and final conclusion of the
14 case after conviction and sentencing as provided in R.S. 46:182:!(.1 ).

15 (15) The right to be present and heard at all critical stages of the proceedings,
16 M@Mweﬂmm%m

v
17 R.S. 46:1844(K)(1).

18 , (16) The right to request that the victim impact statement be sealed for
v
19 privacy concerms as provided in R.S. 46:1844(K)(2).

20 17) The right to be provided with notice from the ¢ urt of the minimum and

21 maximum sentence allowed by law and the opportunity to comment on the proposed
22 sentence as provided in R.S. 46:1844(K)(3).

23 (18) The right to have property of the victim returped as provided in R.S.

24 46:1844(L),

25 || 19} The right to seek restitution or payment from the defendant to the victim

26

27 (20) Fordeath penalty cases. the right to notification of execution details and
P

28 the right to be present as provided in R.S. 46:1 844(N).

29 | (21) For death penalty cases, the right to not be contacted by the offender or

o
30 | €IS resentatives of the offender vided in R.S. 46:1844(Y).
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(22)_The right to be notified of a parole hearing and to make written or oral

vi i cts ents, including proposed contact and proximity restricti a

may be included ag parole conditions. for the protection of the victim as provided in

v
R.S, 46:1844(Q).

(23) The right to confidentiality, and to prevent the release of the name,

address. contact information oridentity of the victim, if the victim is a minor, victim
of a sex offense, or victim of 2 human trafficking offense as provided in R.S.

46:1844(W),

{24) For all victims of violent crime, the right to request and obtain a copv

o
of their initial police report at no cost to them as provided in R.S. 46: 1844(X).

D. A witness or a designated family member, as defined in this g:hgpwt.er,
shall have the following rights:

1) The right to receive emergenc social, or medical service S as

possible and to receive a Victim Notice and Registration Form from law enforcement
>

as provided in R.S. 46:1844(AY( 1).
2 ¢ right to be noti of the following: releas discharge of sentence,

-
e e, or rehension as provided in R.S. 46:1844 2) and (3).

{3) The right to assistance in informing emplovers that the participation of

the witness or designated family member in the prosecution of the case may
necessitate absence from work as provided in R.S. 46:1844(F).
(4) The right to be notified of scheduling changes as provided in R.S.

46:1844(F),

(5)_The right to a secure Wwaiting area during court proceedings away from
(e
the defendant or the family of the defendant as provided in R.S. 46: 1844(G).

Sectioﬁf?./ The office of the governor shall prepare a printable versiofof the Crime

Victims' Bill of Rights as set forth above for public consumpti
Sectiorya./ This Act shall become effectivé upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expifation of the time for bills to become law without signature

by the govern provided by Article ITI, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
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vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

22/

SPEAKER @F TAIE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
W)
\w

)

7 A .~;/
June 20 202¢
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To amend and reenact R.S. éﬁl}f 1216.1(E)(2}fand to enact R, .5%168.1, relative to human
trafficking; to establish procedugés for treating victims of human trafficking; to
establish the Human Traffickjfig in Emergency Departments Task Force; to require
the task force to prepare & protocol; to provide for termination of the task force; to
provide for inclusigd of the protocol in the regional sexual assault response plans;
and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by e Legislature of Louisiana:

n 1.R.S. 40:1216.1(E)(2) is hereby amendéd and reenacted to read as follows:

§1216.1. Procedures for survivors of a sexually oriented criminal offense; immunity;
regional plans; maximum allowable costs; definitions; documents requested

by victim

(2) When developing the annual response plan, each district shall incorporate

a sexual assault response team protocol and the uniform protocol for human
22

trafficking established by the Human Trafficking in Emergency Departments Task

Farce. Each district shall develop the annual plan to do all of the following:

* * *
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§2168.1. Human Irafficking in Emergency Departments Task Force

ENROLLED

Ows:

A. The Human Trafficking in Emergency Departments Task Force is hereby
created within the office of human trafficking prevention.

B. The task force shall draft a uniform protocol for human trafficking which
shall include information about signs of human trafficki and appropriate response.
W
The task force shall conduct an assessment of ho ital emergency department
W
knowledge of the signs of human trafficking inciuding but not limited to the red dot
process to silently signal to hospital personnel that a survivor of human trafficking

requests to receive care and protection.

._The task force shall be com; osed of the followin: members:

{1) The chair of the House Committee on Health and Welfare or his

designee.

{2) The executive director of the office of human trafficking prevention ot

his designee,

3} The chair of the Louisiana Human Trafficki venti issi

or his designee,

{4)___The co-chair of the Louisiana Human Trafficking Prevention

Commission or his designee.

{3)_The chair of the Human Trafficking Prevention Commission Advisory

Board or his designee.

6 e co-chai Trafficking Prevention C ission Advisorv

Board or his desionee.

{7) The secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health or his designee,

8) The secre of the De ent of Children and Family Services or his
designee,

(9) The executive director of the Louisiana State Board of Nursing or his

designee,

10) The president of the Louisiana State Cor ner' ciation or hi
designee.
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HB NO. 359 ENROLLED

11) A sexual assault nurse examiner selected by th isiana Hospitai

Association.

12) A ual ault nurse examiner sel d isi State

Coroner's Association,

designee.

(15} An emergency medicine physician selected by the president of the
Louisiana State Medical Society.

D. The chair of the House ittec on Health and We are or his designee

shall serve as the chair of the board.

T
E. The provisions of this Section shall terminate on Januarv 1. 2027

1

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REP ENTATIVES

9CH7. Ay

PRESIRENT OF THE

APPROVED: _‘%/u»/ % /4 2825
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HENRY, MILLER, MIZELL, AND PRICE ’ L
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of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of
1950, to be comprised of R.S/ é?zm through 2196, relative to the disabling of
remote access technology 6n motor vehicles; to provide for definitions; to provide
for a civil fine; to lish a fund; to provide limitations on manufacturers; and to
provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by gislature of Louisiana:

Sectidh 1. R.S. 14:323(E) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§323. Tracking devices prohibited; penalty

* * *

B

E. The exception provided in Subsection C of this Section shall not apply
under anv of the following circumstances:

(1) An individual with ownership interest who has been granted a protective

v-l"

order as provided in R.S. 46:2136 or a temporary restraining ordet as provided in

R.S. 46:2135.

(2) If another individual has been granted exclusive use of the vehicle bya

court of competent jurisdiction.
Section 2. Chapter 28-E of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised S

enacted to read as follows:

CHAPTER 28-E. DISABLING OF REMOTE ACCESS TECHNOLOGY

§2191. Definitions

WV
A. For purposes of this Chapter:
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ENROLLED
" " means an individual who has_co_:mnjtt_eg,_or is presumed to

ave committed a covered act ai survivor, as defined in thi ‘gon

(2) "Covered act" means conduct that constitutes:
»
(a) Domestic abuse as defined inR.S. 46:2132.
o
{b) Sexual assault as defined in R.S. 29:220.

(c) Stalking as defined in R.S. 14:4\({2.

(3) "Remote access technology" means technology that cnables a driver of
a motor vehicle to remotely track, control. or operate the driver's vehicle using a

smartphone app or other device.
(4) _"Survivor" means an individual who Is a victim of a covered act, as

defined in this Seétx/'on.

§2192. Remote access susgensioJ survivor of a covered act

. J
otor vehicle manufacturer shall suspend € remote ac

technology on a motor vehicle within two business davs from receipt of a complete
Lemote access suspension request from a survivor,

{2) A complete remote access suspension reguest requires the following:
. . ) 2 S, 46

against the abuser that has been signed by a judge, hearing officer. or commissioner,
v
atemporary restraining order as provided by R.S, 46:2135 against the abuser that has
been signed by a judge. hearing officer, or commissioner, or any other official
. e .

document that evidences that abuser has committed a covered act.
sotdmment thas cvidences that abuser has committed a covered act.

(b)__The survivor has ownership interest in the motor vehicle or a certified
copy of a judgment that provides exclusive use of the motor vehicle regardless of

ownership.

B. The remote access technology mav remain disabled for the duration of the
protective order, temporary Iestraining order, or judgment granting exclusive use of

the motor vehicle.

C. The motor vehicle manufacturer shail provide a process that includes a

prominent and clearly visible link entitled "HOW TO DISCONNECT REMOTE

VEHICI.E ACCESS" on the motor vehicle manufacturer's website,
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ENROLLED
D. The provisions of this Sectfc;n shail pot apply to a motor vehicle
cturer that technologicall isable the remote access te logy on
amotor vehicle,
§2193. Civil fine

Anv motor vehijcle manufacturer that is found to have viglated R.S, 45:21 92

shall be subject to a civil fine of ten thousand dojlars per violation, not to exceed a

sum of one million dollars. The attorney general may maintain a civil action in a
court of competent jurisdiction to recover such fines.

§2194. Survivor Empowerment Fund

A. There is hereby established in the State treasury, as a special fund, the
Survivor Empowerment Fund. hereinafter referred to as the "fund”,

B.(1) After allocation of money 1o the Bond Securitv and Redemption Fund

o
as provided in_Article VIIL Section YB) of the Constitution of Louisiana _the
Ireasurer shall deposit into the fund monies paid as a civil fine levied against a motor

vehicle manufacturer in violation of R.S. 4521 92. The treasurer shall also deposit
into the fund any monies transferred or_appropriated by the legislature and any

grants. donations, gifts. or other monies which may become available.

{2) Monies in the fund shall be invested in the same manper as monies in the
state general fund. Interest earned on investment of monies in the fund shall be
deposited into the state general fund, Unexpended and unencumbered monies in the

fund at the end of the fiscal vear shall remain in the fund.

C.(1) Subject to appropriation by the legislature to the Loui iana Commission
on Law Enforcement and the Administration of Criminal J ustice, monies in the fund
shall be used to assist victims of crime pursuant to the Victims oi‘f Crime Act and the

Violence Apainst V{omen Act.

(2) In accordance with the Administrative Prgv(;edm Act. the Louisiana

ommission on Law Enforcement and the Admini tion of Criminal Justice shall

adopt and promulgate rules necessary for implementation and administration of the
\/’
provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.
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HB NO. 74 ENROLLED

§2195. Limitations on manufacturer; remote access suspension request
A _motor vehicle manufacturer may not do any of the following in order to

disable the remote access technolopv:
= L JLLIONE aceess technplopy:

(1) _Require the SUrvivor to pay a fee or any outstanding fines owed by the

abuser,

2) Contact the abuser after the survivor submits complete remote access

suspension request,
§2196. Liability

A motor vehicle manufacturer and any officer, director, emplovee vendor.

or agent thereof shall not be subject to liability for any claims de eriving from the

motor vehicle manufacturer's technolosical j ility to disable the remote access

technology. or for any claims initiated by an abuser deriving from an action taken

=T
pursuant to this Chapter.

SPEAKER £ EEE HOUSE OF RE NTATIVES

/

APPROVED: /g
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and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
tion 1. R.S. 39:1547(A)(1) and (B) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follgws:

§1547. Return to work program

A. There is hereby created within the office of risk management the return
to work program. The goal of the program shall be the safe and expedient return of
state employees with job-related injuries and illnesses to transitional or regular
employment. The office of risk management shall, by rule, design a program that
returns workers to gainful employment as soon as is medically possible after a job-

related injury or illness. The program shall at a minimum include the following

components:
(1) A transitional empioyment return to work program.

* * *

B. The transitional emptoyment return to work program shall be designed
by the office of risk management in conjunction with the FouistanaDepartmentof

€ivitService office of the state Americans with Disabilities Act coordinator, within
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the office of the governor, division of administration. Fheprogranrshatt-haveas-its

wrder-theircare: Program procedures and forms shall be developed and agreed to
by both offices.

* * *

Section 2. R.S. 46:2592(1) and 2593 are hereby amended and reenacted to as
f_

§2592. Definitions

[P
For purposes of this Chapter, the following terms have the meaning ascribed
/
to them in this Section:
(1) "Agency" means a department, office, division, agency, commission,

board, committee, or other organizational unit of the executive branch of state

government that has fifteen or more employees.

* * *

§2593. Powers and duties

The office shall have the following functions, powers, and duties:

(1)} To serve as the coordinating body for ADA compliance for all state
agencies within the executive branch of state government.

()] %1m1mgmmn-updmg;1mﬂgthmgmd-mhmng-ﬁn

cetfrevatuati 1 oot ” - theAF
mamdate: To promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the Administrative
Pmcedu}fe Act to ensure consistent administration of the ADA and related disability

accommodations laws across state agencies.
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(3)_To provide copsultation on state_employee accommodations, upon
request. including review of applicable medical documentation,

(4] To gmmmmmmge by state agencies with the ual
plans and reports required by this Ch_agvter.

{5)_To design the transitional return to work program in conjunction with the
=
office of risk management in accordance with R.S, 39:1547.

€)6) To provide reports and recommendations to the legislature for the

adoption of legislation to facilitate compliance with the ADA.

H(7) To offer subject matter expertise for all matters relating to the ADA.

€5)(8) To conduct general and customized training on ADA topics for state
agencies.

t6)(9) To provide informal technical assistance about the ADA to the general
public and collaborate with local ADA support systems.

(10} To increase public awareness of the ADA for the purpose of helping
more citizens to understand the letter and the spirit of the law.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the govéfnor or, if not

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law

APPROVED:_
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To enact Chapter 54-A of Title 46 of fhe Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be

£

compriscd of R.S. 4?2693, relgtive to intergovernmental relations; to impose fees
on addiction recovery providers; to establish the Medicaid Trust Fund for Addiction
Recovery; to provide fof the transfer, deposit, and use of monies in the Medicaid

Trust Fund for Addction Recovery; to provide for an effective date; and to provide

for related matfers,

sed of R.S. 46:2693, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

CHAPTER 54-A MEDICAID TRUST FUND FOR ADDICTION RECOVERY

§2693. Medicaid Trust Fund for Addiction Recovery

A.(1) Thereis hereby established a permanent trust fund in the state treasury
designated the "Medicaid Trust Fund for Addiction Recovery”, hereinafter referred
to in this Chgpf;r as the "fund". After allocation of money to the Bond Securitv and
Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII. Se;:ion %B) of the Constitution of
Louisiana, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the fund all money that is
received from any source, including but not limited to intergovernmental transfers
and all income on investment of monies in the fund,

{2) Monies in the fund shall be invested bv urer in the er
as monies in the state general fund, and jnterest earned on the investment of these
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ENROLLED

monies shall be credited to the fund. All unencumbered and unexpended monies in
the fund at the end of the fiscal vear shall remain in the fund.

(3) Monies in the fund may be used as the source of state matching funds for
Medicaid funds to make ephanced payments to addiction providers.
(4) For the purposes of this Ch_ap_'f ter, “addiction provider” means a I ouisiana

licensed healthcare provider that provides any of the following services:
{a) Inpatient and residential substance use treatment,

{b) Substance use intensive outpatient treatment.

¢) Withdraw manazement.

B.(1 er 25, self- assessed fees, federal t allocations. or an

other source shall not be subject to appropriation unless authorized bv a joint

resolution approved bv' two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the
legislature and except to provide for;

(a) _The re-basing of reimbursement rates for addiction providers in

accordance with the approved state Medicaid plan.

(b) The development and funding of a reimbursement gystem for the
Medicaid addiction provider program.

(c) The reimbursement of anvy monies deposited into the fund as a result of

Wr"bver p ;mcntS jof federal funds.

2 n ¢ etion of the initial interpovernmental transfer. addiction

providers will be re-based in accordance with the approved state Medicaid plan. In

ens years, re-basing in accordance with the approved state Medicaid plan ma:

come from the principal in the ﬂ@but shall be limited to earnings on investment

from the fund.

3) On! ings on investment from the fund may be appropriated each
fiscal year for services of the state Medicaid program in the following order of
(a) For providing for a wage enhancement for direct care personnel working
in Medicaid certified addiction provider settings in accordance with a plan
established by the Louisiana Department of Health and representatives of the
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ENROLLED

addiction provider industry. The plan shall provide for a direct pass-through of the

costs of such wage enhapcement in a manner to ensure that the addiction provider
rate is adjusted to reflect the full costs of such wage enhancement.

(b) For appropriations solely and exclusively for services of the state
Medicaid program that are subject to federal financial participation in matching

funds.

(4) Monies in the fund shall not be used to displace, replace, or supplant

appropriations from the state general fund for the Medicaid program below the
amount of state general fund appropriations for the Medicaid program for the 2025-
2026 Fiscal Year unless the official forecast of Iecurring monies available for
appropriation which is utilized by the legislature in its adoption of the state budget
encuin % | s Aol
for the ensusing fiscal year as provided in R.S. 39:26 indicates that revenues for such
year will be insufficient to fund the state budget at the same level as the previous
vear.

C.(1) The Louisiana Department of Health is hereby authorized to adopt and
impose fees for healthcare services provided by the Medicaid program on addiction
providers if and when such fees are eligible to be utilized for federal funding
state of providing the healthcare service subject to such fee.
considered an allowable cost for purposes of insurance or other third party
reimbursements and shall be included in the establishment of reimbursement rates,

Constitution of I ouisiana, all fees collected pursuant to the authority granted in this

Sectf;n shall be paid jnto the state treasury and shall be credited to the Bond Security
and Redemption Fund. Out of the funds remaining in the Bond Security and

Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from that fund to pay all

bligations secured bv the full fai credi tate which become due an

payable within any fiscal vear, the treasurer shall deposit the fees into the Medicaid
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Trust Fund for Addiction Recovery an amount equal to the total amount of such fees

ected.

D. The department shall ulgate rules and regulations in C e wi

including but not limited to rules and regulations regarding the collection and

pavment of the fees and the records necessary to be maintained and made available
by the providers on whom the fees are imposed.

effective on the day following such approval.

/;/

SPEAKER OF THE HOYSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

o

PRESIDEN I ;

e

Jent 20,2026

APPROVED:
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