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Sm Eff. Dt.

/
13 10/01/2027

478 13/ 10/01/2027!

478 13-i 10/0l/2027J

478 12 lO/Ol/2025J

477 151 l0/0112027J

477 18-’ 10/01/2027/

477 10/01/20271

6

4!

15/ 10/01/2027]

12-’ 10/01/20251

121 10/01/20251

12/ 10/01/2025/

12-’ 10/01/20251

17-’ 10/01/2027/

1 /
17 10/01/20271

17-’ 10/01/2027/

17-’ 10/01/2027/

131 10/0l/2027J

171 10/01/2027J

I 31 10/01/2027 V
131 10/01/2027’

6/

61

409 6 1
409 6

LSA-R.S.

j

Effect Act No. Section

46:1(2) Amend 478

146:1(4) Amend

j46:1(6) Amend

146:18(A) Amend

J46:51(Intro.Par.) Amend

146:51(2) Repeal

146:51(14) Repeal

j 46:5L2(A)(1)(b) Amend 409

I46:51.2(C)(1a) Amend 261

146:513 Amend 477

J 46:52.1(A) Amend 478

j46:52.1(B)(lXlntro.Par.) Amend

J46:52.1(B)(2) Amend

j46:52.l(B)(3) Amend 478

146:52.1(C) Repeal 478

146:52.1(D) Repeal 478

J46:52.1(E) Repeal 478

J46:52.l(F) Repeal 478

J46:54 Amend 478

146:55 Repeal 478

J46:56(A) Amend 478

J 46:56(B)(1) Amend 478

j46:56(F)(1) Amend 409

J 46:56(F)(4)(c) Amend 409

j 46:56(F)(10)(b)(i) Amend

J46:56(F)(11) Amend

478

478
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478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

478

137

241

241

241

478

478

478

131 10/01/20271

13’ lO/Oi/2O27J

171 10/01/2027!

171 10/01/2027!

13-’ 10/01/20271

13-’ 10/01/2027/

17-’ 10/01/2027/

13/ 10/01/2027!

131 10/01/2027/

I 3/ 10/01/2027!

13/ 10/01/2027 j

I 3/ 10/01/2027

12-’ 10/01/2025/

13-V W/01/207J

I 21 10/01/2025/

12-’ 10/01/2025’

13.1 I 0/01/2027J

13.1 10/01/2027!

I 3-1 I 0/01/2027J

12-’ 10/01/2025 J
12./

12/ 10/0Y2025 /
/ /13 10/01/2027

J46:59 Amend

J46:60 Amend

146:102 Repeal

/46:103 Repeal

J46:107(A)(1) Amend

146:107(E) Enact

J46:112 Repeal

J46:114(A) Amend

146:114(B) Amend

J46:1 14(C)(1)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J46:1 14(C)(2) Amend

J46:114(D) Amend

[Jt6:114(Ex1)ontro.Par.)fRJJsLU..Amend

.I J46:1l4(E)(1)(Intro.Par.)i&iiSi-T2Amend

J46:114(E)(3) Amend

746:114.1 Amend

J46:114.2 Amend

J46:114.3(A) Amend

146:114.3(B) &mend

J46:114A(D) Amend

J46:114.4(E) Amend

— 116 Amend

116 fKIM2 Amend

J46:121(1)(a) Amend

J46:121(4)(lntro.Par.) Amend

J46:122(B)(7) Enact

/46:122(B)(8) Enact

146:122(C) Enact

146:230.1(A) Amend

J 46:230.1(8) Amend

J46:23O.l(C) Repeal

0
6/

137 6 1
I

13/ 10/01/2027J

13-” 10/01/2027

17-!’ 10/01/2027/
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J46:23l(1l) Amend 478 13/ }O/01/2027J
46:231(24) Amend 478 13:1 10/01/2027/

J46:231.4(A) Amend 478 131 10/01/2027/
J46:231.4(D) Amend 478 13/ 10/01/2027/
J46:231.14(G)(3) Repeal 478 171 10/01/2027/
J46:233.l(A) Repeal 477 18-’ 10/01/2027/
f46:233.1(B) Repeal 477 181 10/01/2027/
J46:233.1(C)(Intro.Par.) Amend 477 15-’ 10/01/2027/
J46:233.1(D)(Intro.Par) Amend 477 151 10/01/2027/
J46:233A Enact 351

J46:234 Amend 478 12-’ 10/01/20251
J46:236 Amend 478 131 10/01/2027]
J46:236.1.1(3) Amend 477 15/ 10/01/2027J
146:236.1.4(E) Amend 477 151 10/01/2027!

146:236.1.8(D) Amend 477 15-’ 10/01/2027/

146:236.3(A)(2) Amend 477 15’ 10/01/20271

J46:236.1O(A) Amend 151’ 10/01/2027/

146:236.11(C) Amend 477 15-1 10/01/2027!

J46:236.12(B)(1) Amend 477 151 10/01/2027/

j46:236.14(D)(1)(Intro.Par.) Amend 477 15/ 10/01/2027/

J46:236.15(A)(i) Amend 477 151 I0/01/2027

J46:236.16 Amend 477 151’ 10/01/2027/

/46:237(A) Amend 478 13/ 10/01/2027/

146:237(E) Amend 478 13-’ 10/0l/2027J

/46:237(F) Amend 478 131 10/01/2027/

/46:237(G) Amend 478 l3Z--lO/OI/2O271

146:238(8) Amend 477 15/ 10/01/2027/

146:238(C) Amend 477 157 10/01/2027/

146:238(D) Amend 477 10/01/2027/

j46:238(E)(lntro.Par.) Amend 477 10/01/2027/

‘46:238(E)(7) Amend 477 151 10/01/20271
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146:238(F) —--.--- —----- 477---------- IS” 1O/0l/2027J
J46:281 —----------Amend------- 477 ---------. l53L—. 1O/OI/2027J
J46:301(AXl) ----------——--.-

--- 478

j46:301(A)(2) —--
—---- Amend

---------- 478—---- 12.1— 10/01/2025J
JHeading. SubptE-4. Pt.IL—-------Amend------- 478 ---------- 10/01/2025.1Chpt.3

J46:321(2) — Amend
--- 478 121 1010112025J

f46:321(3)
----—- Amend —-----478 — 121——10/01/2025J

j46:321(4) —------------- Amend
—----- 478 12-!__ 10/01/2025/

j46:321(5) -------—Amend --- 478 12 10/01/2025/
146:322(2) —--------—-Amend

—- 478 121 10/0112025/
J46:322(3) —-------Amend 478-

J46:322(4)---_ ----Amend —-478 12J-. 1O/0112025J
j46:322(5) - —-Amcnd 478 12 10/01/2025 /

—Amend 478 — I2”’ 10/01/2025/
J46:323Øntro.Par.) Amend 478 ---------- 12 10/01/2025/

146:323(3) ----— Amend---- - 478 12iL- 10/01/2025/

J46:323(4) — -Amend 478----— l2 10/01/2025/

t/46:324(A) Amend ---- 478 12L. 10/01/2025!

J46:324(B) — —-Amend 478--- 12’ 10/01/2025/

— Amend 478 - 12-/--- 10101/2025!

J46:324(D) --Amend 478 --- 12 / 10/01/2025!

J46:324(EXlnlro.Par.) Amend 478 —-------- 12 / 10/01/2025/

j46:324(EX1) — —------Amend --- 478 12/ 10/01/2025/

q46:324(E)(2Xlntro.Par.) ------Amend 478----— 12 10/01/2025/

j46:325(Intro.Par.) Amend —------- 478 --- 12-Z---10/01/2025J

/46:326 — —---Amend 478 12’ 10/01/20251

J46:327 — —Amend---- - 478 12 / 10/01/2025 /
/46:328 — Amend----- —478 12Z-.- 1O/01/2025”

Amend ----478 12-Z----10/01/2025/

/46:331(AX2) —----------Amend----- 478 12’ 10/01/2025/

‘46:331(AX3) . -------------478-- 1/ 10/01/2025/
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146:332 Amend

,/46:352(1)(a) Amend

j 46:352(l)(b) Amend

J46:431 Amend

146:433(A) Amend

146:434 Amend

146:437.3(Intro.Par.) Amend

.146:437.3(7) Repeal

f46:437.3(10) Repeal
ui)

J46:437.3cMl’ Amend

ft 46:437.3(J-4) Amend

j46:437.3(15) Repeal

J46:437.3(19) Repeal

/46:437.3(24) Repeal
(zs)

K /46:437.3(24 Amend

t’K /46:437.11’)” Enact

J46:437.5(B) Amend

J46:437.6(D) Enact

146:437.7(E) Enact

J46:438.l(A) Amend

J46:438.1(C)(1)(a) Amend

J46:438.l(C)(1)(b) Amend

j46:438.3 Amend

J46:438.5(F) Enact

J46:438.6(A)(2) Repeal

J46:438.6(A)(3) Repeal

J46:438.6(D)(3) Amend

J46:438.7(3) Amend

J46:438.8(B)(3) Enact

J46:438.8(D)(2) Repeal

J46:439.1(A) Amend 206

10/01/2025/

10/01 /2027J

10/01/2025 J
10/01/2025J

10/01/2025!

10/01/20251

478 121

478 13/

478 12/

478 12-i

478 12/

478 12/

206

206 2/

206 21

206

206 1

206 2 j

206 2 J
206 2 1
206

206

206

206

206

206

206

206

206

206 I

206 2

206 2J

206

206 I

206

206 2
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146:439.1(D)

J46:439.1(F) Repeal

146:439.1(0) Amend

J46:439.2(A)(1) Amend

/46:439.2(A)(2) Amend

146:439.2(A)(3) Amend

J46:439.2(A)(4)(b) Amend

,/46:439.2(B)(1) Amend

146:439.2(B)(2) Amend

‘46:439.2(B)(3) Amend

J46:439.2(B)(4)(a) Amend

J46:439.2(B)(5) Amend

J46:439.2(E) Amend

146:439.2(F) Repeal

J46:439.4(A)(1) Amend

J46:439.4(C)(2) Amend

J46:439.4(F) Amend

J46:439.4(G) Amend

146:440.1(B) Amend

146:440.1(C) Amend

/46:440.1(D) Amend

146:440.1(E) Amend

46:440.3 Repeal

146:440.21 Enact
(Subpt.F. Pt.VI-A. Chpt.3)

J46:441 Amend

J46:443 Amend

j46:444 Amend

J46:44’? Amend

Enact

206

206 21

206

206 1

206

206

206

206

206

206

206 I

206 I

206 1

206 2J

206 I

206

206

206

401 I 07/01/2025 /

401 1 07/01i2025 /
401 I 07/01/2025!

I 07/01/2025!401

206 21

427 I 06/20/2025]

13-i 10/01/2027 /
478 13/ 10/01/2027/

478 13/ 10/01/2027/

478 13 10/01/2027!

410 2/

478
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1(A) Amend

1(A) Amend

j46:450.1(B)(4) Amend

J46:450.1(B)(5) Amend

J46:450.1(C)(I) Amend

146:450.1(CX2) Amend

J46:460.1 Amend

146:460.4(A) Amend

146:460.5(A) Amend

146:460.7(A) Amend

J46:460.7(C) Amend

J46:460.8(A)(1) Amend

146:460.8(B) Amend

146:460.10 Amend

746:460.71(E) Enact

I 146:460.76.3 Enact
If 1-

f?, LL46:460761 Enact

J46:460.77.4 Enact

rj46:932(12) .fKli\IF Amend

LJ4o:932(l2) rRJJ2JLJ Amend

6:936 Amend

J46:936 .2
Amend

c&L{6:936 Amend

J46:977.24(A)(6) Amend

J46:977.41 thru 977.43 Enact
(Pt.V. Chpt.8)

146:1002(A) Amend

J46:1002(B)(Intro.Par.) Amend

,J46:1002(C) Amend

J 46:1053(K)(1) Amend

J 46:1053(L)(1) Amend

J46:1414.l(A) Amend

477 15’ 10/01/2027 1

477 l51 10/01/2027 J
477 15-’ 10/01/2027 /
430 I

430 I

409 6 /

478 12-’ 10/01/2025/

478 131 10/01/2027J

478 12/ 10/01/20251

478 12/ 10/01/2025J

478 12! 10/01/2025]

478 12’ 10/01/2025/

478 13-s 10/01/2027J

478 12-’ 10/01/2025!

478 131 10/01/2027’

478 13/ 10/01/2027]

478 13-I 10/01/2027!

478 131 10/01/2027!

478 13/ 10/01/2027/

478 13/ 10/01/2027J

293 1 06/11/20251

293 I 06/11/2025/

440

417 I 07/01/20251

478 12-’ 10/01/2025!

478 13/ 10/01/2027’

478 12-’ 10/01/2025/

478 13-’ 10/01/2027

I—--478 14 See Act

294

228 1
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146:1606(A) Amend 348 I See Act

J 46:1606(B)(1) Amend 348 I See Act
‘46:l844(W)(2)(a) Amend 230 3]

146:1847 Enact 370 2/ 06/20/2025]
146:1848 Enact 370 21 06/20/20251
46:2136.2(F) Amend 477 151 10/01/2027!
146:2168.1 Enact 267 21

J46:2191 thru 2196 (Chpt.28-E) Enact 225 2/
J46:2592(I) Amend 146 2-” 06/08/2025!
j46:2593 Amend 146 27 06/08/2025!

146:2693 (Chpt.54-A) Enact 392 I 06/20/2025”

Approved by Jon K-L—2c
ttorney)

______

on to/’312-02-c
(Revisor) I I
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ACT +‘73
ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 624

BY REPRESENTATIVES BERAULT, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAMBURG, BILLINGS,
BOYER, BRYANT, BUTLER, CARLSON, CARRIER, CARVER, CHENEVERT,
COATES, COX, DEWITT, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, ECHOLS.
EDMONSTON, EGAN, FIRMENT, FISHER, FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, HEBERT,
HENRY, HORTON, ILLO, JACKSON, MIKE JOHNSON, KERNER, MANDIE
LANDRY, TERRY LANDRY, LARVADAJN, MACK, MCMAKIN, MELER1NE,
OWEN, ROMERO. SCHAMERI4ORN, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, ST. BLANC,
STAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON, VENTRELLA. VILLIO, WALTERS, WILDER,
WRIGHT, AND WYBLE AND SENATORS BASS, CARTER, CATHEY,
EDMONDS, JENKINS, MCMATH, MIZELL, MYERS, OWEN, PRESSLY,
WHEAT, AND WOMACK

La. Sftte Lew cntt!.ate
PNTE’S COPY

[clts To: itl L- Pgs.
Note: -GE€ A c-tf€t crir cjj€Ff

1
ANtCT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 780(C)(3)(4Xi) R.S. 1$%’68.2.1(A) and 74(D)(2), R.S.
i A’ I

3 15:933,1, R.S. 1714.1(B)(1) and (C)), 3047.6(A), and 3914(M)(1),theheadingof

4 Chapter 1 of Title 23 of the Louisyna Revised Statutes of 1950, R.S. .Z3’1, 2, 3,

5 6(introduetory paragraph), (1Y/(2), (3), (7), and (15), 7, 12, 14, 17,

6 73(A)( 1 Xinlroducton’ paragraph, (a) through (c), and (dxintroduetory paragraph)

7 and (ii), (C), and (E)(2), 74, 75A), (B), (C)(1), (D)(3)(a) and (b), and (E), 76(A),

8 (B), and (C)(1), (2), and (8)(a/78(introductorypararaph) (1), and (5), 1600(2) and
/

9 (3)(a). 1693 (I)(1Xintroduc&y paragraph), (a), and (b)(introductory paragraph), (i),

10 and (ii), (2), and (3) and J), R.S.4!3(3), 4(A)(introductory paragraph) and (6), the

11 heading of Chapter 7/f Title 36 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 301,

12 308(A) and (B), 309 (A)(introduetory paragraph), (B)(introductory paragraph),

13 (C)(introducto/paragraPh) (D), and (E)(introductory paragraph), R.54i1 (2), (4),

14 and(S), 52.1(A) and (B)(1)(introductory paragraph), (2), and (3), 54, 56(A)

15 and (B)( 59, 60, 107(A)(1), 114(A), (B), (C)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (2),

16 (0), (E)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (3), 114.1, 114.2, 114.3(A) and (B),

17 114’%(D) and (E), 116,230.1(A) and(B), 23101) and (24), 231.4(A) and (D), 234,

-yk h cidn9t)fCbP0.4t’40 Q1tUoTcbi4*t Z/\c4
18 /36 237(A)JE),(P), and (G), 301(A)(1) and (2), 321(2) through (s), 322(2) through

Pagelof63

I CODING: Words in h th1 typc are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



HB NO. 624
ENROLLED

1 (6), 323(introductory paragraph), (3), and (4), 324(A)”\(B) (C), (D), and
2 (E)(introductory paragraph), (1), and (2)(thtroductory paragr4h), 325(introductoiy

a1ra) 326 through 328, 331(A)(1) through (3), 332, /52(I)(a) and (b)
4 ), 431, 433(A), 434, 441, 443, 444, 447, 450.1(A), (B)/4) and (5), and (C)(l)
5 and (2), 460.1,460.4(A), 460.5(A), 460.7(A) and (C), 460.(A)(1) and (B), 460.10,
6 932(12), and936, andR.S4 91(1)(I) and 1402(1)(d), to/nactR.S. 36:309(fland
7 R.S. 46:107(E), and to repeal R.S. 23:18 and 34, R.S. 3308(E), R.S. 46:52.1(C)
8 through (F), 55, 102, 103, 112,230.1(C), and 231.l4(G)), and R.S. 49:1402(1)(a),

relative to the reorganization and restructure of/the Louisiana Workforce
10 Commission and the Department of Children and F ily Services; to provide for

11 certain family and support programs in the Depaj4ment of Children and Family

12 Services (DCFS) being transferred to the Louisi Workforce Commission (LWC)

13 and the Louisiana Department of Health (L ); to replace the Department of

14 Children and Family Services with Louisian orks or LDH in certain provisions

15 in Titles 11, 14, 15, 23, and 46 of the L isiana Revised Statutes of 1950 that

16 reference DCFS programs that will be sferred to Louisiana Works or LDH; to

17 change the name of the Louisiana Wo/foree Commission to Louisiana Works; to

18 establish the purpose of Louisiana ygrks; to establish additional duties and powers

19 of Louisiana Works; to provid,/for the powers and duties of the secretary of

20 Louisiana Works; to provide de initions; to provide for integrated case management

21 and service integration of cial service and worklbrce programs; development

22 programs; to provide for ants to local workforce development areas; to provide for

23 SNAP Nutrition Educ tion; to provide for the SNAP Workforce Training and

24 Education Program; o provide for duties ofLDH in regards to administering SNAP;

25 to provide for S work requirements; to provide for aid to needy families, such

26 as the Tempo Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and subsidiary programs

27 within T ‘,such as the Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program

28 (FITAP the Kinship Care Subsidy Program, and other educational, employment,

29 train g, and related services programs; to provide for the submission of certain

30 f deral quarterly reports to the legislature; to provide for the Incentive Award

Page 2 of 63
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HU NO. 624 ENROLLED

Program; to provide for the administration of public assis ce benefits payable to

2 mentally incapable individuals; to add certain functions o the office of workforce

3 development; to transfer certain powers, duties, etions, and responsibilities

4 I relating to certain programs within the office f family support of DCFS into

5 Louisiana Works and LDI-j; to make techni Offections; to authorize the Louisiana

6 State Law Institute to make certain re ested changes to references concerning

7 LWC; to authorize the office of s e register to make all necessary changes for

8 applicable references to DCFS d Louisiana Works or LDH; to provide for the

9 transfer of monies related the transferred programs from DCFS to Louisiana

10 Works and LDH; to pr ide for the monies held in the state treasury for the Fraud

11 Detection Fund to e transferred to LDH; to provide for the continuity of programs

12 and contracts ansferred from DCFS to Louisiana Works and LDH; to provide for

13 effective tes; and to provide for related matters.

14 Be it enacte y the Legislature of Louisiana:

15 ection 1. R.S. 11 :780(C)(3)(a)(i) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as

16 fol ws:

17 §780. Reexamination of disability retirees; modification of benefits; restoration to

18 active service

19
* * *

20 C.

21 * *

22 (3)(a) 1f pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection, the board of trustees

23 reduces the pension of any disability retiree of this system who retired pursuant to

24 a reciprocal agreement between this system and any other state or statewide public
7

25 retirement system, the reduction shall be subject to Subparagraph (b) of this

26 Paragraph, provided the retiree satisfies all of the following provisions of this

V
27 Subparagraph:

28 (i) The vocational rehabilitation program within S. Dpai tiaiiit fChild11

29 mid l’siily viCi_ Louisiana Works furnishes the retiree with durable medical

Page 3 of 63
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HB NO. 624
ENROLLED

1 D. The powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities relating to Louisiana
/2 Rehabilitation Services (R.S. 23:3001 et seq.) are hereby transferred to thc i,i0

3 C 11L,,i.,11 Louisiana Works to be exercised and performed by the
4 cAcuti dii...tg1 secretary, in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 36:921 et seq.
5 E. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be within the
6 Louisiana Wkfrn Cv iion Louisiana Works and shall perform and exercise
7 their powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities as provided by law:

S * * *

9 rectinn1iJS6iiNF) js hereby enacted to read as follows—”

10 §309. Transfer of agencies to LvuLiaua ‘kf01 Cv1uniiin Louisiana Works

11 * * *

12 F. The powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities related to the

13 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) prouram. including employment

14 and training programs. are hereby transferred to Louisiana Works to be exercised and

15 performed by the secretan’. in accordance with the provisions of Part II of Chapter

16 22 of Title 36. R.S. 36:851 et seq.

17 Section 12. R.S. 46:18(A), 52.1(A) and (B)(l)(introductory paragraph), (2), d(3),

18 1 14(E)(1)(introductoryparagraph) and(3), 114.1,114.4(D) and (E), 116,2 , 0l(A)(l)and
(%titff FC-bap1tg 2tt.,a

19 (2), 321(2) through (5), 322(2) through (6), 323Qntroducto paragraph), (3), and (4),

20 324(A), (B), (C), (D), and (E)(introductory paragr , (I), and (2)ntroductory paragraph),

21 325(introductory paragraph), 326 g 328, 33 1(A)(1) through (3), 332, 352(1)(b), 431,

22 433(A), 434,t4t , )(4) and (5), and (C)(1) and(2), 460.4(. ) 932(12), and 936 are

23 here ended and reenacted to read as follows:

24 § 18. Health care records; copies

25 A. The provider of health care shall furnish to the claimant, the person

26 appointed to represent the claimant in his dealings with the Social Security

27 Administration, or an agent with written authorization made pursuant to 45 CFR

28 164.508, upon request, a copy of any records that are necessary to support his filing

29 for social security disability benefits or supplemental security income benefits under

30 any provision of the Social Security Act. Cost of each photocopy shall not exceed
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1 fifty cents per page for the first five pages and twenty-five cents for each additional
2 page except that the amount due shall not be less than the amount paid by the
3 D10t 0f Ch1d1 e1 d Family &L v. Louisiana Department of Health for
4 I such copies. Payment for any copies made in connection with disability
5 determinations shall be made to the health care providers agent instead of the health
6 care provider when the agent makes the copies.

7 * * *

8 §52.1. Integrated case management; “N0 WluI% D001’ service intezration ofvarious
9 al service pro!ran,s

10 A. The legislature recognizes that the &paLbilCLit yiuvidca Louisiana
11 Department of Health. Department of Children and Family Services, and Louisiana
12 Works provide services to individuals with multiple needs, However, the
13 conventional service delivery system of requiring individuals to access various
14 offices within the &paitllIcLLt to address those multiple needs creates a banii

15 barriers to the delivery of those services and entry into the workforce. Addtc,i11I,,

16 th These needs can be better met, more efficiently and less costly, through

17 integrated case management at a “no wiung d1” single service location with a

18 simile case worker. It is the intent of the legislature to d. a ao,.ial sa v

19 dcpait’iitiit thpt i atwaiidii*,A h1 streamline the delivery of services and inwiptnak.,

20 jflroratc integrated case management models for clients and families served by

21 multiple departments and programs.
‘7

22 B. For purposes of this Section:

23 CU) “Integrated case management means a Lan, appiuadi to acccDi1I thL.

24 ALccc6 of a J11t awl, if applicabk, U family, tabli5l,;is a vc plan fin

25 addi,..,siii all th0s 11d, and utilLciiig c, viCC iiitcwatitni to dclivci i-quiic-d

26 t-& vii.c5. An intewaLd cast nianagciucait niudcl i11dd.. an accessible.

27 customer-centered approach that coordinates the necessary services that meet the

28 needs of each individual or family which, if applicable. establishes a comprehensive.

29 inteurated service plan that addresses all of those needs and outcomes, which is

30 continually monitored and updated as necessan.

31 * * *
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I’1 (2) “Ma1tidi&.pU1a1 La111’ “tcalu un..an, a Lam tuiisyii of

2 appioptiatr_ piuiaaii t0ff m.niLi,, icatdl,, uf tIi&i t11,.

3 aa,iinijent. It ,bail play iiidu& staff 0f tin., Luttiiaini D.wyartua,ut of I Icalt

4 Lyaiiaup W0kf1. 6GuuuiaOti, ad B’.yattsin..at ofPLbli, Sa1Lty aid €011ti0115

5 and ly,..aI OiiuiiLnLit) vigaaLcatioin. jntei.rated service plan” means a plan that is

6 based on the clients strenuths. risks, service needs, and improvement plan.

7 (3) “Service integration” means a process by which a range of social

8 education, and workforce employment and traininu services are delivered in a

9 coordinated and seamless manner to provide client-oriented services, increase early

10 intervention and prevention opportunities, improve dicut outcomes, and establish

11 provider accountability through performance measures. Service integration includes:

12 (a) A “N0 WiugjDoor” site business model i -loca101.

13 of a niJtidL..ipliiia1, tcaui tu mac makes it easier for the client to obtain s

14 services and ty allpw thc tt.am to lcmlI allows various programs to work ‘well

15 seamlesslv together. tlic cvcut Co-IOCatioii ia not phyaially poaabk, thc Lani

16 m’.,mI’sa shall 1g1d a *,.multSa link th Iii,. 0thc1 tL&n tui,,iilljcla mid

17 (b) Cross-training among the iiiultidiaipliiiwy tcau, various prouram staff

18 to ensure a general understanding ofi utiic1’s i. .ud all proerams

19 that a client may require.

20 (c) Flexible use of funding among the uffita a11d, if applicablc, departments

21 and coiiutktntity JJ1u1a1i1a, .uuipiiaht tlic nialtidi,tipliiimy to ensure that the

22 client receives services for which he is eligible.

23 * * *

24 § 114. Fraud in obtaining assistance; wititholding information concerning property,

25 income or beneficiary, or personal circumstances 2’..c
26 * * *

27 EU) Persons receiving food stamps or Aid to Families with Dependent D 2
cat’

28 Children, or a successor of either program, who have been determined by the
a

29 Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health

30 in an administrative hearing, or a court of competent jurisdiction after final appeal,
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1 to have fraudulently obtained such food stamps or Aid to Families with Dependent
2 Children, or benefits or assistance from a successor of either program, shall be
3 II ineligible for further participation in the program in accordance with the following
4 schedule:

5 * * *

6 (3) Persons receiving medical assistance under provisions ofTitle XIX of the
7 Social Security Act who have been determined by th.. D.yctiui.t uf Child1 cirand
8 fl1’il, fkd ui the Louisiana Department ofHealth to have fraudulently obtained
9 such medical assistance may be suspended from the medical assistance program for

10 twelve months.

11 § 114.1. Public Assistance Fraud Hot-Line

12 To encourage the reporting of incidents of public assistance fraud, the

13 Dcpmtiii..,nt fCIilld2 mid S1 k.es, ofJiild1d faarnily ‘i

14 tluOublL it., fipud &tc.tiufl CtiuLL, Louisiana Department of Health shall provide a

15 statewide, toll-free telephone service, known as the Public Assistance Fraud Hot-

16 Line, when sufficient funds are made available by the legislature for such purpose,

17 or when funds are available from any other source.

18 * * *

19 § 114.4. Fraud Detection Fund

20 * * *

21 D. The monies in the find may be appropriated by the legislature to the offk

22 0f..,hild1e mad family aCivi. DpmtIllb.ut f Cl1ild1c.u and family Scsvit..

23 Louisiana Department ofHealth for the enhancement offraud detection and recovery

24 activities in an amount not to exceed the balance on hand in the fund at the end of the

25 previous calendar year. These funds shall not be used to replace, displace, or

26 supplant state general funds appropriated for daily operation of any regional fraud

27 detection activities of the uf J,ild1 mid fuuily L viCa Louisiana

28 Department of Health.
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E. All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of each
2 fiscal year shall remain in the fund to the credit of the offi. f Jiildaii m1d faiiijly
3 vitt Louisiana Department of Health.

4
* * *

5 §116. Prima facie proof ofpleadings

6 Pleadings filed on behalfof the Department ofChildren and Family Services
7 or the Louisiana Department of Health in actions to recover the value of ineligible ‘ ‘N
8 public financial assistance payments or benefits shall be accompanied by an itemized ‘—

9 statement of the amount of overissuance or overpayment together with the amount
10 to which the recipient was entitled, if any. When accompanied by an affidavit of the
11 assistant secretary of the office administering such payments or benefits to the (‘.4
12 correctness thereof as to the truth of the facts alleged to the best of the affiant’s —

213 knowledge and belief, such itemized statement shall be accepted as prima facie proof çj

N of the disbursement and receipt o()PaYments and the amount thereof.

16 §234. Judicially appointed curator

17 In lieu of selecting apayeeto receive assistance, the Dpaitiiacnt of Cliildicii

18 ,1d r;l G1 vitc department, pursuant to federal regulations, may require the

19 referral of the case to the district court for ajudicially appointed curator. The court

20 is authorized to appoint a capable, interested, and willing third person, irrespective

21 ofwhether he is related to the child within any of the degrees of relationship set forth
‘1

22 in Section 406(a) of Title IV of the Social Security Act, to receive the payments and

23 use them in the best interest of the child. The curator shall be accountable at

24 whatever intervals are specified by the court and the court shall require a bond or

25 whatever other security is deemed necessary by the court to ensure the faithflul

26 performance of the curator’s duties. The curator, upon being appointed, shall take the

27 oath and lettcrs of authority may be issued to him. In those instances in which the

28 department requires the case be referred to the court for the appointment of a curator,

29 each local governing authority shall have the option in any case to provide

30 compensation to the curator.

31 * * *
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1 §30]. Legislative findings; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program educational
2 component; reporting requirements

3 A. The legislature finds and declares the following;
4 (1) The program formerly known as ‘food stamps” was renamed the
5 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in October 2008. SNAP is
6 administered at the federal level by the United States Department of Agriculture
7 Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) and at the state level by the Louisiana Department
8 of Chi1d1 d Fmirlly Sc vi Health, hereafter referred to as the department”.
9 (2) SNAP is the cornerstone of the federal food assistance programs and

10 provides cruciai support to needy households and to those making the transition from
11 *df ppiic assistance to work.

12 * * *

13 SUBPART E-4. SNAP WORXFORCE TRAIMNG AND EDUCATION

14 PILOT INITIATIVE

15 §321. Findings

16 The legislature hereby finds and declares the following;

17 * * *

18 (2) The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as
V19 “food stamps’ and referred to hcreafti in this Subpart as ‘SNAP”, provides crucial

20 support to needy households and to persons making the transition from wtlfai

21 jublic assistance to work.

22 (3) Pursuant to the federal Food Security Act of 1985, states are required to

23 provide employment andjob training services to SNAP iuiyiu6 customers who are

24 not exempt from the mandatory work registration requirements of the program.

25 (4) Federal regulations (7 CFR 273.24). 7 CFR 273.24. limit the duration of

26 receipt ofSNAP benefits by nonworking, able-bodied adults without dependents who

27 do not quali for certain exemptions to a total of three months in any three-year

28 period. However, states may submit to the federal government applications,

29 commonly known as ‘waivers’, to have this three-month limit waived. If approved,

30 such waivers allow able-bodied, nonworking, nonexempt adults to receive SNAP
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I benefits for an unlimited duration dcd tliatifthose persons meet other eligibility
2 standards of the program. Nationally, waivers ofthis type have become the standard
3 in SNAP rather than the exception, as forty states and territories, including
4 Louisiana, had a statewide or territory-wide waiver in effect and six other states and
5 territories had a partial-state or partial-territory waiver in effect as of January 1,
6 2014.

7 (5) When coordinated and delivered in an effective manner, workforce
8 training services for public assistance 1aipiI1t5 ciM_omers can be of great value to
9 persons who desire to become self-sufficient and to businesses that strive for greater

10 competitiveness through employing an improved workforce.

11 §322. Definitions

12 As used in this Subpart, the following terms have the meaning ascribed to
‘K13 them in this Section:

14 * * *

15 (2) “Customer” means a recipient of SNAP benefits who participates in the
‘V16 prouram provided for in this Subpart.

17 f2 Q.) “Department” means the Louisiana Department of ClIildl,L1 rncl

18 family Health.

19 @) 4i “FNS” means the Food and Nutrition Service of the United States

20 Department of Agriculture, the office of the federal government that administers

21 SNAP.

22 (4) “Partii.Jpaiit” inC&iia a ictipicist uf 3NAP baiLfiL wh., partiJpats in th

23 pil0t iiiitativC vidcd foi in thi Subpart.

24 (5) “F10t itiitiativ” “Prozrarn means the workforce training and education
V

25 plot illitiativ proeram provided for in this Subpart.

26 (6) “SNAP” means the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

27 administered at the federal level by the Food and Nutrition Service of the United

28 States Department of Agriculture and at the state level by the Louisiana Department

29 of Clii1d,cii and f(nHiIy 31,1 ViLo Health.
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§323. Goals

2 The goals of the .,ilyt uitpGg. s11J program include, without limitation, the
3 following:

* *

5 (3) To provide support to SNAP iipicnb customers who choose to fhrther
6 their education.

7 (4) To yield a model for incentivizing training and education for public
8 assistance pk1b customers that can be replicated throughout the state.
9 §324. Workforce training and education p’lot Linhatre Program; creation; functions

10 A. A workforce training and education pilot AlIltIptIvu program is hereby
11 crcaled within SNAP for the purpose of improving employment opportunities for
12 nonworking SNAP iput, csiomers and enhancing workforce readiness. The
13 department shall administer the pilut LLptiat1v program in accordance with the
14 provisions of this Suart.

15 B. The department shall establish the lt iltitiativc prgram in a parish with

16 a population of more than one hundred thousand and less than one hundred fifty

17 thousand according to the latest federal decennial census and in which is located the
I18 main campus of a public four-year college or university.

19 C. PwtipaA1t3 Customers to be served by the l0t iuitiptic program shall

20 include, exclusively, all ABAWDs residing in the parish who are not exempted by

21 any federal or state policy, other than through a waiver of such a policy, from the

22 limitation on SNAP benefits established pursuant to 7 CFR 273.24.

23 D.(l) As a necessary precondition for implementing the lt iIIitiatic

24 program, the department shall ensure that the limitation on duration of the receipt of

25 SNAP Lticfit ic.ipiwCc benefits by nonexempt ABAWDs provided in 7 CFR

26 273.24 is effective in the parish in which the Jt iiiitiativc program is established.

27 (2) If nonexempt ABAWDs in the parish in which the 1l0t hutiptiv

28 program is established are not subject to any limitation on duration of eligibility for

29 receipt of SNAP benefits as a result of a waiver granted to the state by FNS, then the

30 department shall cause such fl waiver to be rescinded, cancelled, or otherwise

31 rendered null and without effect for that parish.
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V(3) Nothing in this Subsection shall be consfrued to require or prohibit the
2 continuation or cancellation of any waiver granted to the state by FNS in any parish
3 other than the parish in which the pilvt iuitiat-i-vr program is established.
4 B. As its essential fUnction, the pilot hzitiati program shall provide to each
5 pal titipaut customer, at the time ofbenefits eligibility redetermination, a six-month
6 extension of SNAP benefits conditioned upon submission of sufficient
7 documentation, as determined by the department, of on..- vi mo y of the
8 following:

9 (1) The pQfliipalzt customer meets Om. .. ISLUII’y ofthe following criteria
10 relative to educational advancement:

11 (a) In the previous six months, the prth.i1t customer satisfied
12 requirements established by the department in rule relative to enrollment in an
13 accredited postsecondary cducativiial education institution that grants associate or
14 baccalaureate degrees.

15 (b) In the previous six months, the paiti...ipcuit customer satisfied

16 requirements established by the department in rule relative to enrollment in a an

17 educational program desigxwd to lead to a high school diploma.

18 (c) In the previous six months, the pacticipcuit customer satisfied

19 requirements established by the department in rules relative to enrollment in a

20 general education development test preparation course.

21 (d) The paitipant customer earned a high school diploma or a general

22 education development certificate.

23 (2) The p&iti...ipcu1t customer meets criteria relative to workforce readiness

24 as required by the department in rule. Such criteria may include but shall not be

25 limited to the following:

26 * * *

27 §325. Duties of pai&Apauta customers

28 Each p&ti...ipwit customer in the pilot isiitiativc program shall do all of the

29 following:

30 * * *
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A. The department shall submit to FNS applications for any waiver,
exemption, or other formal authorization and any state plan amendment as may be
necessary to implement the ilt iuititivc provided for in this Sub’art.
Such submissions by the department to FNS shall provide for all of the following:

(1) Reinstatement in the parish L’ vvhiclt ti1.. pilot i.ntiativc yire the
program is established of the limit on receipt of SNAP benefits of three months in
a three-year period for ABAWDs.

(2) Establishment of benefit extensions in six-month increments for

pastitipaiitr, customers who meet workforee training or education requirements ofthe

;i0t lniti0tivc. program.

(3) Any other functions as may be necessary for the department to establish

and operate the lat ;1t;ativc program in a manner l1i.h that conforms with

applicable federal and state laws and regulations.

B. The department shall enter into any cooperative endeavor agreements,

contracts, and other arrangements with th rniai&ia Wo1kfo1.. Cuxxmiiivir, any

other government agencyand any community partner as may be necessary to

ensure adequate availability of workforce training to piutiipaiit$ customers in the

parish in which the pilot iuitiativt program is established.

C. The department shall institute all departmental policies and procedures

necessary to ensure that the process for SNAP benefits eligibility redetermination in

the parish in l1i..h th.. ,ik,t i1ititiv. where the prourarn is established meets all of

the following requirements:

(1) Eligibility redetermination for each pactiiyaiit customer occurs no less

frequently than once every six months.

(2) Eligibility redetennination for each p&tiiyit iiclu&s customer shall

include a procedure for collecting and verifying documentation from the ptipwit

customer ofhis engagement in a workforce training or education activity as provided
‘V

in R.S. 46:324.
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D.(l)(a) f’tior to uuitj.iejjt 0f tl1. .,ik,t iiLitiatic, tl1e j] department
2 shall transmit notice in writing to all ABAWDs in the parish iii which th ,ik,t
3 iiuitiati . where the prouram is established indicating that continuation of benefits
4 beyond the three-month limit that is to be reinstated will be conditioned upon
5 engagement by pacticipt çjjtomers in acceptable workforce training or education
6 activities.

7 (b) SpmaL day j.niu’ hi ttoimia,ja.cijj..att if tl.. pilot itutiati VL thy fl
8 department may transmit to ABAWDs in the parish ILL Ll1 thc pik,t initi&tiyc

9 where the proizram is established duplicates of the notice provided for in
/

10 Subparagraph (a) of this Para8raPkc and may take any other actions it deems
11 necessary to provide ABAWDs with adequate notification of the changes in SNAP
12 benefits eligibility to be instituted through the pilot iiitiativ program.

13 (2) WithiLl t, of CuuImt,IICL.aLuLjLt yf the l0t ilLitiQtge, tht The

14 department shall transmit to each & ipLt customer a form that provides a clear

15 description of requirements for continuation of benefits eligibility to be instituted

16 through the Hot intipGy.., programp, and a space in which the pafliipoat gtomer

17 may affirmatively acknowledge that he understands these requirements.

18 (3) During the operation ofthe pilot initiati v program, the department shall

19 promptly notify each pcniiJpaait customer of any decision concerning his eligibility

20 for SNAP benefits made pursuant to the redetermination process provided for in
V

21 Subsection C of this Section.

22 F. The secretary of the department shall promulgate all rules and regulations

23 in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act as nay Uc necessary to

24 implemcnt the provisions of this Subpart.

25 §327. Notification to legislative committees; reporting

26 A. After receiving federal approval as provided in R.S. 46:328 and before

27 commencement of the otinitiativ, the department shall transmit to the members

28 of the House Committee on Health and Welfare and to the members of the Senate

29 Committee on Health and Welfare a written notice that addresses the purpose and

30 function of the l0t iiiitiativt and iiidiiLp th1_ COLtuLIcIa.tiLcut datc of thc IIutiptI’vc
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1 prçam. The department may transmit the notice required by this Subse’tjon via
2 electronic mail.

3
B. N0 I ptCs th twWe 1IIV1L{Jj ofLi .uuijit&ym.,ijE of tlic pilot iilitiptj-vc

4 and at Lt &&uiually tltwaftci, theI department shall annually submit a written
5 report providing a summary and evaluation of outcomes of the 1lt iuiti4ti-
6 program to the House Committee on Health and Welfare and the Senate Committee
7 I on Health and Welfare. The department may include the report with its submission
8 of any other report pertaining to SNAP, including without limitation any report

V
9 required by Subpart E-2 of this Part.

10 §328. EffLuv,1 ..viitmiit upuii ft4.ial apptuval, LLLuL.k,ton Termination of
11 the proam

12 A. liilplcmwtativu 0fth l0t initiatigu shJl be et)iItuIbvut LijJOIi

13 b7flS.

14 11(1) Subject to legislative oversight as provided in the Administrative

15 Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the department may terminate the pilot intiativt

16 program by emergency rule if the secretary of the department determines that

17 workforce participation outcomes or educational attainment have not improved to

18 a satisfactory degree as a result of the ;ti;t;atiyc program.

19 (2) The 5&ictcny uf thc dcpaituicnt i htaby autllytitCd &1d diictcd to

20 collaho1at it1i the ty 0fth Lvuiaimia Cvirnuiaoiôii I oi kfurc

21 pai&ipatiuu Outwinca valuatiuij pitut to iauin any ciut.igiiy 1k to LimiiiaL

22 thc il0t initiatit..

23 SUBPART E-5. SNAP WORK REQUIREMENTS

24 §33 1, Findings and intent

25 A. The legislature hereby finds and declares the following:

26 (1) It is the policy of this state to encourage self-sufficiency so that

27 Louisianians may reduce dependence on public bcucfita assistance to meet basic

28 needs and become economically self-reliant.

29 (2) The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as
1

30 “food stamps” and referred to in this Subpart as “SNAP”, provides support
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I to needy households and to persons making the transition from clfaac wjc
2 assistance to work.

V3 (3) Federal regulations provided for in 7 CFR 273.24 limit the duration of
4 receipt of SNAP benefits by nonworking, able-bodied adults without dependents
5 (ABAWD) who do not qualify for certain exemptions to a total of three months in
6 any three-year period. However, states may submit to the federal government
7 applications, commonly known as “waivers”, to have this three-month limit waived.
8 If approved, such waivers allow able-bodied, nonworking, nonexempt adults to
9 receive SNAP benefits for an unlimited duration if those persons meet other

10 elhzibjlic’. standards ofthe prouram. Louisiana has long used thesc waivers to exempt
II the majority of able-bodied adults without dependents from the federal work
12 requirement.

13 * *

14 §332. Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program work requirements; restriction

15 on waivers and exemptions

16 A. Unless expressly required by federal law, the Louisiana Department of

17 Cl.ilchcai and Fawily k1 vi Health shall not seek, apply for, accept, or renew any

18 waiver of work requirements established by the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
‘7

19 Program under 7 U.S.C. 2015(o).

20 B. The Louisiana Department of C11ild and family Scnics Health shall

21 not exercise the state’s option to provide any exemptions from the work requirement
V

22 under 7 U.S.C. 2015(o)(6)(F).

23 * * *

24 §3 52. Definitions

25 As used in this Part, the following definitions apply:

26 (1) “Public assistance’ means any of the following:

27 * * *

28 (b) Nutrition assistance benefits of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

29 Program administered by the Louisiana Department ofCUdit,u and family

30 Health.

31 * * *
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1 §431. Curator for receipt and administration of welfare benefits
2 Any mentally incompetent person who is entitled to public assistance or who
3 has the right to apply for public assistance but cannot make application because of
4 his incompetency and who does not have a duly appointed and qualified legal
5

rePresentativeDmaY have a curator appointed for him solely for the purpose of
6 representing his interest in qua1i’ing for, receivinand administeringvcclfaac public
7 assistance benefits. The appointment shall be iiade by any court of competent
8 jurisdiction, subject to the proceedings hereinafter outlined.

9 * * *

10 §433. Bond; account; oath and letters

II A. The curator shall be accountable at whatever intervals are specified by the
12 court and the court shall have the right to require a bond or whatever other security
13 is deemed necessary by the court to ensure the faithffil performance of the curator’s
14 duties—the. The curator, upon being appointed, shalt take an oath; and letters of
15 authority may be issued to him.

16 * * *

17 §434. Final discharge of curator

18 The curator shall be discharged from his duties upon for any of the

19 followin$ reasons:

20 (a) (1) Upon the interdiction of the incompetent person under existing lawL

21 (b) (2) Unon proper proof to the court that the incompetent person has

22 become sufficiently competent to administer his public assistance benefits;

[23 vr

24 (e) (3) Upon the signing of an order by the court that made the original

25 appointment, upon its own motion, or otherwise, terminating the appointment ofthe

26 curator for any other reason.

27 a Upon being discharged, the curator shall render a full and final accounting

28 to the court of his administratioiLbnd upon so doing, the curator shall be relieved

29 from any further responsibility and his bond shall be cancelled and whatever other

30 security may have been given shall be released.

31 * * *
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1 §450.1. Electronic authorization and distribution of public assistance benefits and
2 services

3 A. The office of children and family services, Department of Childten and
C

4 Family Services, and the Louisiana Department of Health shall contract for the
5 development and implementation of an electronic issuance system for the 2 £

f—I6 authorization and distribution ofbenefits and services provided by public assistance
7 programs. Such programs shall include but not be limited to issuance of benefits and

0

8 services of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and the Family .

9 Independence Temporary Assistance Program (FITAP and shall require that all
010 recipients who participate in programs for which benefits and services are authorized I

LL
cç3j11 and distributed through the system shall obtain benefits through such electronic

12 issuance system, subject only to such exceptions ,1l1—bt necessary for the
13 effective functioning of the puiani programs.

14 8. The contract program selected to provide the electronic issuance system
15 shall include but not be limited to:

16 * * *

17 (4) of Instructions for recipients in tlic on how to use of the

18 system.

19 (5) l15wut,11 f Instructions for retailers and other participants in the

20 program in the on how to use of the system.

21 * * *

22 C. The contract program shall also:

23 (1) Provide merchants the option to utilize commercial point ofsale terminals

24 provided by a third-party processor to interface with the electronic benefits transfer

25 (EBT) provider selected by the department.

26 (2) Provide for reimbursement by the ..kLt.uLLi’_ lji&cfib ttan&t j

27 provider selected by the department of any and all costs incurred by the merchant in

28 the processing of benefits under the electronic issuance system for public assistance

29 programs for telephone monthly service charges and supplies for retailers utilizing

30 the state-provided EBT equipment.

31 * * *
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§460.4. Educational opportunities to promote self-sufficiency

A. The legislature hereby finds that an employment-focused program has
succeeded in reducing public assistance rolls by focusing on the importance
of work as a way of escaping poverty; education and employment can give wclfa
public assistance recipients the literacy, knowledge, and aptitudes to obtain and
retain private career-path employment; that these programs retain their importance
in reducing JI public assistance dependency; that new federal legislation places
an increased emphasis on employment and allows the combining of
employment-related activities with educational activities and that to the extent that
they can be funded under the new federal welfare refonri program without hindering
the other federally recognized goals, they should be funded.

* * *

§932. Powers and duties

The office shall have the following powers and duties:

• * *

(12) To administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, or otherwise

made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block grant or in

any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by the

Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department ofHealth,

on August 15, 1995, or the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1. 2025, and
V

to distribute those funds in accordance with and consistent with R.S. 46:936.

* * *

§936. Statement of intent

A. It is the intention of the legislature that, insofar as is practical and

consistent with the efficient administration of state government, programs and

services for the elderly population of Louisiana, with the exception of any program

administered by the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana

Department of Health on August 15, 1995. or the Louisiana Department of Health

on October 1. 2025, shall eventually be consolidated within the office of elderly

affairs, to be administered at the local level by the sixty-four parish voluntary

councils on aging.
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1 B. It is nher the intention of the Iesjature that the uf L1y
2 Affairs fiffice of elderly affairs administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, (3 or otherwise made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block
4 rant or in any other form, with the exception of finds for prowams administered by
5 the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of
6 Health on Aust 15, 1995. or the Louisiana Denaent of Health on October 1.
7 2025. The office of elderly affairs shall disthbute such nds in accordance with

V8 appropriate state and federal requirements and consistent with this Section. )
9 Section 13. R.S. 46:1(2), (4). and (6), 54, 56(A) and (B)(1), 59, 60, 107(A)13’

10 114(A), (B), (C)( I )(introductory paragraph) and (2), (D), and (E)(1 )(introductp’ph),

11) and4242’iI.4(A) and (D), 236,• tJCtWJ C1

11 114.2, 114.3(A) and (B), 116, 230.1(A) and (B), 23l(

450.1(A), 460.1,460.5(A),
12 237(A),(E%(F),and(G),3520)(a)an ,443,

13 460.7(A) and (C)9J4AXfThRB), 460.10, 932(12), and 936 are hereby amended and
14 9sotdidR.S.46:107(E) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

15 §1. Definitions
/

16 As used in this Title, the following definitions shall apply:

17 * * *

18 (2) “Department” means the Department of Children and Family Services1

19 Louisiana Works, or Louisiana Department of Health.

20 * *

21 (4) “Parish or district office’ means parish or district office ofthe Department

22 of Children and Family Services. Louisiana Works. or Louisiana Department of

23 Health.

24 * * *

25 (6) “Secretaiy” means the secretary of the Department of Children and

V26 Family Services. Louisiana Works. or Louisiana Department of Health.

27 * * *

28 §54. Parish offices

29 A There shall be in each parish of the state a parish office of the department)

30 provided that the department may unite two or more parishes and form a district

31 office. All duties and responsibilities set forth in this Chapter for parish offices shall

32 also apply to the district offices,
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B. Under rules and reeulatjons of the departmept, the field and district
2 s administer all forms of public assistance within the depaent’s
3 purview in respective parishes.

4 * * *

5 §56. Applications and client case records; definitions; confidentiality; waiver;
6 penalty

7 A. Applications for assistance and information contained in case records of
8 clients of the Louisiana Department of FIealth, the Department of Children and
9 Family Services, Louisiana Works, or the office of elderly affairs, for the purpose

10 of adult protective services, shall be confidential and, except as otherwise provided,
11 it shall be unlawfbl for any person to solicit, disclose, receive, make use of, or to
12 authorize, knowingly permit, participate in, or acquiesce in the use of applications
13 or client case records or the information contained therein for any purpose not
14 directly connected with the administration of the programs of the department.

V15 B.(1) For the purposes of this Section, ‘department means the Louisiana

16 Department of Health, the Department of Children and Family Services. Louisiana
V17 Works. and the adult protection agency as provided in R.S. 15:1503. It is the express

‘I

18 intent of this Section that the Louisiana Department of Health, the Department of

19 Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works. and, for the purpose of adult

20 protective services, the office of elderly affairs share access to each others case

21 records to the extent that such access is not prohibited by any contraiy provision of

22 federal law or regulation.

23 * * *

24 §59. Welfare demonstratiozpexperimental and other projects

25 The Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works. and the

26 Louisiana Department of Health are authorized to make use of staff and equipment

27 to carry out experimental and demonstration projects whose costs are otherwise

28 totally financed by the federal government under the provisions of the Social

29 Security Act2 U.S.C. 131 5or any other prognms totally financed from tèdel

30 funds.
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1 §60. Educational leaves with pay; federal funds

2 The secretary of the Department of Children and Family Services. Louisiana
3 Works, and Louisiana Department of Health may grant educational leave with pay
4 to an employee of the department in compliance with federal administrative rules
5 and federal laws that allow federal matching funds to be used in further educating
6 employees of the Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works,
7 and Louisiana Department of Health in the various states.

8 * * *

9 §107. Appeal arid review: venue for judicial review

10 A.( 1) The Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works,
11 and the office of the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health, through their

12 respective appeal sections, shall provide fora system ofhearings and are responsible
‘V13 for fulfillment of all hearing provisions as prescribed under Title I, W-A. X, XIV,

7—

Cr’14 XVI, XIX, or XX of the Social Security Act and under the Food Stamp Act, PttbliC’

l-671. Under these provisions, an oppoity for a heag shall be granted

16 at the state level to any applicant1 r recipient. or customer who makes a timely

17 request for a hearing because his claim for assistance, services, or nutrition

18 assistance benefits is denied or is not acted upon with reasonable promptness and to

19 any recipient who is aggrieved by an agency action resulting in suspension,

20 reduction, discontinuance, or termination of benefits.

21 * * *

22 E. For purposes of this Section, “customer” means an applicant or recipient

23 of public assistance benefits and services that fall within the purview of Louisiana

24 Works.

25 * * *

26 § 114. Fraud in obtaining assistance; withholding information concerning property,

27 income or beneficiary, or personal circumstances

28 A. No person shall obtain or attempt to obtain assistance from the

29 f Child wid F amilf S1 viS Louisiana Works or the Louisiana
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1 Department of Health by means of any false statement, misrepresentation, or other
2 fraudulent device. If during the life, or upon the death, of any person who is
3 receiving or has received assistance it is found that the recipient is receiving or has
4 received assistance through misrepresentation, nondisclosure of material facts, or
5 other fraudulent device, the amount of assistance, without interest, shall be
6 recoverable from him or his estate as a debt due the state by court action.
7 B. If at any time during the continuance of public assistance to any person,
8 the recipient thereof, or the husband or wife of the recipient with whom he or she is
9 living, is possessed or becomes possessed of any property or income in excess of the

10 amount declared at the time of application or reinvestigation of his case and in such
11 amount as would affect his needs or right to receive assistance, it shall be the duty
12 of the recipient, or the husband or wife of the recipient, to notify tla. DtpmLiic..t f
13 Clild11. cual F&mily Sc. vCca Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of
14 Health of possession of such property or income, and the department shall, after
15 investigation, either cancel the assistance or alter the amount thereof in accordance
16 with the circumstances, provided%iat such investigation shows that such property
17 or income does affect the need of the recipient or his right to receive assistance. If
18 during the life, or upon the death, of any person who is receiving or has received

19 assistance it is found that the recipient or his spouse was possessed of any property

20 or incomc in excess of the amount reported that would affect his need or right to

21 receive assistance, any assistance paid when the recipient or his spouse was in

22 possession of such undeclared property or income shall be recoverable, without

23 interest, from him or his estate as a debt due the state by court action. The possession

24 of undeclared property by a recipient or his spouse with whom he is living shall be

25 prima facie evidence of its ownership during the time assistance was granted. and the

26 burden to prove otherwise shall be upon the recipient or his legal representative.

27 C.( 1) If the personal circumstances of the recipient change at any time during

28 the continuance of assistance, he shall immediately notify d.. Dcpaitu...ttt f

29 Chilie11 &1d S .4 Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of

30 Health of the change. Personal circumstances shall include:

31 * * *
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1 (2) If during the life, or upon the death, of any person who is receiving
2 assistance it is found that the recipient has received or is receiving assistance of a
3 greater amount than he is entitled to receive as a result of his failure to notilS’ the
4 D..pa1mcaS CLildj..11 a1d rii, Sia viuus Louisiana Works or the Louisiana
5 Department of Health of a change of personal circumstances as set forth in this

1

6 Subsection, any assistance paid during the time that the recipient was receiving
7 assistance of a greater amount than he was entitled to receive as a result ofhis failure
8 to noü& the department shall be recoverable, with legal interest, from him or his
9 estate as a debt due the state by court action. I

10 D. The federal government shall be entitled to share in any amount recovered I
11 under the provisions of this Section; however, the amount recovered by the federal I
12 government shall not exceed the amount contributed by the federal government in
13 each case. The amount due the United States shall be promptly paid or credited upon
14 collection to the designated agency of the federal government by tia. Dt.yartiia#iit of
15 Cl11ch. rnd Luaily S Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of

16 Health.

17 E.(1) Persons receiving food stamps or Aid to Families with Dependent

218 Children, or a successor of either program, who have been determined by the —

19 Dcptiiiitt of Chilchcn and rm11i Srvke Louisiana Works or the Louisiana

20 Department of Health in an administrative hearing, or a court of competent D—
C-ç
a—°

21 jurisdiction after final appeal, to have fraudulently obtained such food stamps or Aid —

22 to Families with Dependent Children, or benefits or assistance from a successor of

i223 either program, shall be ineligible for further participation in the program in

24 accordance with the following schedule:

j U

r25 * * *

26 §114.2. Attempting or aiding to obtain assistance fraudulently; penalties

27 Any person who obtains or attempts to obtain or aids and abets anyone to

28 obtain assisce from th D 0a1111t of CUi00 1d Fmuily S Louisiana

29 Works or the Louisiana Department of Health by means of any false statement,
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1 misrepresentation, or other fraudulent device or violates the provisions of KS.V
2 46:114 shall be guilty of theft as provided by R.S. 14:67.
3 § 114.3. Regional fraud detection units; investigative subpoenas and subpoenas duces
4 tecum

5 A. Th. D.0n11111t of Child111 &1d Fm111 Se Louisiana Works shall
6 establish, maintain, and provide for fraud detection functions in order to detect fraud
7 in obtaining public assistance through staff in each region of the state. Each fraud
8 detection unit shall report each incident of public assistance fraud to the fraud
9 detection section of the office of children and family services on a monthly basis by

10 the tenth day of each succeeding month. An annual report ofthe activities ofall fraud
11 detection units within a state fiscal year shall be submitted by the fraud detection
12 section to the Senate and House committees on health and welfare by September
13 first.

14 B. When the secretaiy of flit Dqiaitiiieut uf Chuld aud Rrnily Sc vi
15 Louisiana Works or the secretary’s designated representative has evidence that any
16 person, business, or other legal entity attempted to obtain or obtained assistance or

17 payment for services or goods from the department by means ofany false statement,

18 misrepresentation, or other fraudulent device, the secretary or the designated

19 representative may issue an administrative investigation subpoena for deposition

20 testimony or a subpoena duces tecum to be served upon any person, business, or

21 other legal entity who is believed to have information, material, or physical evidence

22 relative to the alleged or suspected violation, for the purpose ofproducing, revealing,

23 identifying, or explaining documentary material or other physical evidence. Such

24 deposition or return of subpoena shall take place in the parish in which the person,

25 business, or other legal entity upon whom the subpoena has been sewed resides or

26 conducts business. The subpoena shall be sen-ed by certified mail, return receipt
C—

27 requested, or by any other means authorized by the Code of Civil Procedure or the

28 Code of Criinal Procedure for the service of process. The subpoena shall specify

29 a return date indicating the date by which deposition testimony or information,

30 material, or physical evidence must be received by the department.

31 * * *
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§116. Prima facie proof of pleadings

2 Pleadings filed on behalf ofd1 & tijicut vfeLilds1, d fwJ &
3 Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of Health in actions to recover the
4 value of ineligible public financial assistance payments or benefits shall be
5 accompanied by an itemized statement of the amount of 0overmsuanee or ) N

ca>6 overpayment together with the amount to which the recipient was entitled, if any. LU
7 When accompanied by an affidavit of the assistant secretary of the office C4 LIZ

LL8 administering such payments or benefits to the correctness thereof as to the truth of 2
9 the facts alleged to the best of the affiant’s knowledge and belief, such itemized

10 statement shall be accepted as prima facie proof of the disbursement and receipt of]
11 (said ayments and the amount thereof.

12 * * *

13 §230.1. Legislative intent

14 A. It is the intent of the legislature that families in Louisiana be strong and
15 economically self-reliant so as to minimize their dependence on government benefits

16 for basic needs. To accomplish s goal, it is the intent of s Part that t

17 Dt11111t fCld11 1d r1•;l S1 Louisiana Works ensures that all cash

18 jI assistance recipients, with the exception of persons with disabilities or who are

19 incapacitated, are actively and universally engaged in meaningful activities desied

20 to enable their transition from cash assistance to self-reliance. It is the further intent

21 ‘I that cash assistance participants demonstrate and are expected to exercise active and

22 diligent personal responsibility in achieving self-reliance through employment and

23 increased workplace literacy. All appropriate state agencies responsible for

24 employment, training, and educating Louisiana’s citizens are expected to cooperate

25 in the pursuit of this goal.

26 B. Tl1. D..artntt fChild aiid Family Se Louisiana Works shall

27 submit written reports on the status of implementation of these provisions to the

28 Perfoance Review Subcommittee of the Joint Legislative Committee on the

29 Budget in March, 2004 and September, 2004, and thcreafter, annually at the same
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2 39:87.3(A)(2). Such itten reports shall include but not be limited to data providing
3 performance measures assessing the success of performance-aed agreements, job
4 readiness, workplace literacy, job development services, and such additional data as
5 may be determined by the committee.

6
* * *

7 §231. Aid to needy families; definitions
V8 As used in this Subpart, unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

9 I * * *

_________________________________________________________________________________________

10 (11) “Department” means th. Deyattu..t of Childnaz and F0il SI
11 Louisiana Works.

12 I’ * *

_______________

ii13 (24) ‘Secretary’ means the secretary of thc Dcparhn.nt uf Chu]riaj said } . f
14 Fl S1 Louisiana Works. I. 4

I15 * * * 1:16 §231.4. Immunization compliance; exceptions

17 A. The secretary of tl1e Dcpntnicnt of Cl1ld11 ,d rmuily Sia

18 Louisiana Works and the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health shall

19 require each recipient or customer of public assistance of the programs described

20 herein br his parent or guardian to present to the appropriate local agency issuing the

21 public assistance sufficient evidence of immunity or immunization against vaccine-

22 preventable diseases according to a schedule promulgated by rule by the office of

23 public health of the Louisiana Department of Health. Sufficient evidence that such

24 an immunization program is in progress may be substituted for proof of immunity

25 or immunization.

26 * * *

27 D. Th. Dcpaduicnt of Chilchcii and rmuily Th.. vkc. Louisiana Works and

28 the Louisiana Department of Health shall promulgate rules and regulations in

29 accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to implement the provisions of
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I this Seetitn for programs under the particular department’s jurisdiction The office
2 of public health shall develop and promulgate by rWe the immifion schedule

—

3 required thereis

4
* 4’ *

5 §236. Administration of emergency assistance to needy families with cMthen
6 In order to extend and improve services, aid, and care to needy children and
7 I needy families with children in this state, and in order to take full advantage of
8 existing federally funded programs on a matched basis, the Dpmtmi.ut of Childrcn
9 1d Rrniily S1 vic Louisiana Works shall be the agency of the state of Louisiana

V10 to cooperate with the United States and to administer Tide TV-A, Sections 403 and
‘F,

11 406 of the Social Security Act12 U.S.C. 603 and 6O6r any amendments thereto,
I12 relating to emergency assistance to needy families with children, and to receive and

13 expend federal moneys for these services.

14 * * *

15 §237. Kinship Care Subsidy Program

16 A. Creation. There is hereby established a Kinship Care Subsidy Program in
17 tL ffi of 1.hi1dx1. a11d fm11;17 Sci yiCCz, of tl1 D1a.t11,,t 0f Cl1ild1..11 mid I’afl.iily

vjCS uisiana Wothr the pose of assisting eligible kinship caregivers,
‘8 “

19 including grandparents, step-grandparents, or other adult relatives within the fifth

20 degree who have legal custody or guardianship of their minor relatives.

21 * * *

22 E. Subsidy amounts. Tht affi 0f .hld11 and fatuity Louisiana

23 Works shall promulgate ruJes and regulations to establish the amount of the subsidy

24 to be awarded on behalf of each minor relative.

25 F. Rules, regulations, and procedures. Th ‘.,ffi .,f child11 aud fmiiily

26 x ic Louisiana Works shall promulgate rules and regulations to provide for any

27 other eligibility requirements which are reasonably necessary to administer the

28 Kinship Care Subsidy Program in accordance with this Section and any federal

29 requirements, to promote the safety and well-being of any minor relative for whom

30 subsidies are issued, and to establish procedures for reconsideration of eligibility of

31 applicants no less than annually.
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1 G. Administration and funding. The subsidy provided for in this Setion shall
2 be administered by th... effi A d1iId a.1d faiuily s& v-tn Louisiana Works and

funded through the TANE block grant.

4 * * *

5 §3 52. Definitions
V6 As used in this Part, the following definitions apply:

7 (1) “Public assistance” means any of the following:

8 (a) Cash benefits of the Family Independence Temporary Assistance
9 Program administered by ic D..patn.nt ufCltJthc.u and rainily fk1 viS Louisiana

10 Works.

11 * * *

12 §441. Surviving spouse ofpublic assistance recipients; retention ofbenefits received
13 during month of death

14 A surviving spouse of a gdnial pujjc assistance recipient is hereby

15 authorized to receive and retain any financial assistance paid by thc Dcpatntut A

16 C1L;IdLL. and S11s Louisiana Works to or for the benefit of said th

17 recipient during the month of the death ofaid)recipient, whether or not the check

18 covering suth the public assistance was actually received prior to the death of the

19 recipicut.

20 * * *

21 §443. Exemption of income and resources

22 The secretary of tl1. Db.pwtnt.nt uf Cbildwsi and Farnily Scs v ib.c Louisiana

23 Works and the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health are hereby

24 authorized to adopt income and resources exemption policies to the extent necessary

25 to conform with the federal Economic Opportunity Act, any social security

26 provision, and any other laws of congress to obtain federal block grant or matching

27 funds for the state’s public assistance program. Such income and resources
/ ‘, V28 exemption policies shall prevail in the event they conflict with R.S. 46:151, 153, 154,

29 and233.
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§444. Cooperation with administrative agencies relative to interchange of
information

Th. Dpi1antfChikh11 and Fmully &vi jajsiana Works is hereby
authorized to provide for interchange of such information necessary in providing for

rL. ,work training experiences as required by Publie±aw’90-248, as the secretary of the
United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare, or its successor
department. may require for federal matching purposes.

i in k.cTMfo(&H Acc c fca§447. Revision 1’standafd
general

assistance

A. The Louisiana Department of Health and U1 Dcpm Liniit ufChildicii-wid
I’&t.ily S’.x yiCt Louisiana Works jointly shall revise the standard of need for the
Family Independence Temporary A,,L,Umd Program and the general assistance

program each year, basing such standard on the Annual Update of the Poverty

Income Guidelines published by the United States Department of Health and Human

Services. The standard shall reflect the higher of the southern and national averages.

The departments shall cause such revised standard to become effective on January

first of each year.

B. Implementation of this provision shall bc contingent on the Louisiana

Department of Health and tlic uf Childsn a1d Family Se vciza

Louisiana Works certifying to the commissioner of the division of administration

that the revision vil1 not increase the total state dollar expenditure for the two

departments.

* * *

§450.1. Electronic authorization and distribution of public assistance benefits and

services

A. The offic of clildn..1 and faniily aCi ‘v ita..a, D._yaatinciit ,f Chuldiui aids

fCrnUly Sc1 ,i,s, Louisiana Department of Health and Louisiana Works shall

contract for the development and implementation of an electronic issuance system

for the authorization and distribution of benefits and services provided by public

assistance programs. Such programs shall include but not be limited to issuance of
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_
I2 Family Independence Temporazy Assistance Program

(FITAP)und shall require that3 all recipients who participate in programs for which nefits and services are
4 authorized and disffibuted through the system shall obtain benefits throu nh
5 electronic issuance system, subject only to suet ffi exceptions L&l b necessary
6 r

for the effective functioning of the piu. nrograms.

J
7

* *

8 §460.1. Submission of quarterly reports to the legislature
9 Th. DpaaLiitjit ,f ChiId111 d r11il S Louisiana Works shall

10 submit copies of the federal quarterly ACF-196 and ACF-696 reports to the House
11 and Senate committees on health and welfare, the House Committee on
12 Appropriations, and the Senate Committee on Finance at the time these reports are
13 submitted to the federal government. Upon request, the department shall submit
14 copies of any other report the legislature deems necessary.
IS * * *

16 §460.5. Earned income disregards for certain TANF recipients

17 A. in order to promote self-sufficiency, tl1. D..ycutment f ChilS1. and
18 Pa11U Louisiana Works shall disregard a recipient’s first six months of
19 earnings up to nine hundred dollars of gross earnings per month in determining the
20 amount of his household’s benefit under Temporary Assistance for Needy Families,
21 provided that such ffi recipient is engaged in a work activity which has been
22 approved by the department as part of his work participation requirement under

23 TANF.

24 * * *

25 §460.7. Incentive Award Program; dropout reduction; teen pregnancy reduction

26 A. T11c Dcyartmcut f Cl1;lp11 and I’amily Sc1 vi$S Louisiana Works in

27 consultation with the Department of Education shall develop and implement a

28 special program, the Incentive Award Program, whereby the governing authority of

29 a parish and a parish school system may receive a financial award for reducing the

30 teen pregnancy rate and dropout rate for the parish.

31 * * *
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1 C. Through the Incentive Award Program, the department shall provide a
2 financial award to each of the ten parishes identified in the annual progress report
3 hid1 that have demonstrated the most significant reduction in dropout rates, as
4 defined by rule of the Department of Education, and in teen pregnancy rates as
5 defined by rule oft& Dpmtuut fG11ld and faiIy &vi jcuisiana Works.
6 The financial award shall be distributed to tthg ten parish school systems. These
7 awards may be expended by the parish school system to implement innovative
8 community-based and school-based programs designed to further reduce the dropout
9 rate and the teen pregnancy rate for the parish and for instructional enhancement

10 programs.

11 * * a

12 §460.8. TANF eligibility; teen parent living arrangements; work participation

13 requirements; submission of waiver

14 A.(l){j Any recipient of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block

15 Grant (TANF) benefits who is less than eighteen years of age, is not married, and is

16 a custodial parent shall live in an approved adult-supervised living arrangement with

17 his or—her child, except when evidence is presented to a caseworker of the

18 D.0m1e1it A Childan 1d F€nuily Sci Louisiana Works that the teen parent,

19 or his o hc child, has been subjected to emotional or physical abuse.

20 (b)(fl If the caseworker determines that the teen parent, or his vi hci child,

21 has been subjected to the abuse of an adult with whom they are living in a primary

22 relationship and that under the circumstances the teen, and his üi lici child, would be

23 safer living outside the present adult-supervised living arrangement, then the teen

24 parent and child shall be allowed to live outside such the adult-supervised living

25 arrangement temporarily.

26 (jjj If the teen patent leaves h1 ud1 the adult-supervised living

27 arrangement, the caseworker shall monitor the teen!s case no less frequently than

28 once a month and shall assist the teen parent in locating another approved adult-

29 supervised living arrangement, taking into consideration the needs and concerns of

30 the teen parent and child.
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1 jg) The teen parent shall be allowed to receive TANF benefits on behalf of
2 himseif vi h1uff, and his vt h. child, while temporanly living outside an adult-
3 supervised living arrangement as provided in this Subseion.
4 * * *

5 B. The secretary of th Dcpaztnieut uf Chuldita, m1d Family S.a vc
6 Louisiana Works may temporarily exempt from the work participation requirements
7 any female who is in a two-parent TANF family who presents sufficient evidence to
8 support a claim that she has been incapable of maintaining a job or regularly
9 reporting to her place of employment because she isa victim of domestic violence

10 and has been forced to move into a shelter or another protective environment outside
11 herhome.

12 * * *

13 §460.10. Drug testing for certain adult recipients of public assistance; legislative

14 policy; procedures

15 A. The legislature hereby reaffirms the legitimate government function of

16 promoting the safety and welfare of children and adults. The legislature declares that

17 thc best interests of a significant portion of the state’s population are served by

18 ensuring that they are free of the physical and mental impairments associated with

19 drug dependence. The legislature further reaffirms its compelling interest in

20 providing safeguards to eliminate the misappropriation of titlcLunt public

21 assistance benefits. The legislature hereby directs the secretary of thc. Dt11,1t vf

22 Child1e1i and Fuuily S..a Louisiana Works. in consultation with the secretary

23 of the Louisiana Department of Health and the commissioner of administration, to

24 establish a mandatory drug testing program for certain adults in the Temporary

25 Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant Program.

26 B.ft) The secretary of th D....p&trn.ut of Chi1dan mid Family Savitc

27 Louisiana Works shall cause to be instituted a mandatory drug testing program for

28 certain adult participants, to be determined by the secretary in consultation with the

29 secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health and the commissioner of

30 administration, in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant
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1 Program. However, no No participant shall be tested if such testthg is prohibited by
2 federal law. No sanction shall be imposed on an adult participant if such sanction is
3 prohibited by federal law.

4 (2)The Such testing program shall provide procedural safeguards to ensure
5 the protection ofthe constitutional rights of the program participants and provide that
6 testing shall be done by state certified laboratories.

7 C.(j) The required drug testing program shall requirc a participant to
8 compiete an education and rehabilitation program upon the initial identification of
9 such the participant as an illegal drug user verified by a positive test result as a

10 prerequisite to continued receipt of benefits. Further, the drug testing program shall
11 provide for the suspension of participation in au’.1 cutitictixcist the public assistance
12 program for a participant subsequently identified by a verified positive test result as
13 an illegal drug usei, h0 nCs. However, in no event shall participation in such

14 I.?IltitlClLLCllt the public assistance program be suspended while the participant is

15 taking part in the education and rehabilitation program or until an education and

16 rehabilitation program is available to the participant.

17 (21(a) The secretary of th DathLLUt üf Chilch..n and Faiiiily f]ta vt&a

18 Louisiana Works. in conjunction with the secretary of the Louisiana Department of

19 Health and the commissioner ofadministration shall provide a program ofeducation

20 and rehabilitation for participants so identified as illegal drug users.

21 (b) The Such program shall include regulations governing the reentry of a

22 suspended raipi’ait participant into the cistitlc,a’..ait public assistance program based

23 on subsequent testing results and completion of education and rehabilitation

24 programs.

25 (el The Such program shall also include the provision of inpatient services

26 for any participant identified as an illegal drug user if it is determined that such

27 inpatient services are necessary for successful rehabilitation.

28 D. The secretary of tl1c Dcpaitan.ait uf Cliildaii and r11ii Stavitc

29 Louisiana Works. in consultation with the secretary of the Louisiana Department of

30 Health and the commissioner of administration, shall promulgate rules and
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1 regulations to implement the provisions of this Sedion in accordance with the
V.2 Administrative Procedure Act. Such rules and regulations shall provide that the cost

3 of testing participants for the presence of illegal drugs and the treatment of such
4 participants pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall be borne by the

department or departments that grant the applicable public assistance.

6 E. The secretary of Louisiana Works shall prepare a written statistical report
7 on the program and submit the report to the legislature on or before January’ 1, 199
8 and annually thereafter.

9 * * *

10 §932. Powers and duties

ii The office shall have the following powers and duties:

13 (12) To administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, or otherwise

14 made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block grant or in

15 any other form, with the exception of fbnds for programs administered by the N
16 Department of Children and Family Services or the LouisianaDepartment ofHealth,

17 on August 15, 1995. the Louisiana Department of I-lealth on October 1. 2025. or

18 Louisiana Works on October 1. 2027, and to distribute those funds in accordance
‘4-;1

19 with and consistent with R.S. 46:936. Ca

20 * * *

21 §936. Statement of intent

22 A. It is the intention of the legislamre that, insofar as is practical and

23 consistent with the efficient administration of state government, programs and c..
24 services for the elderly population of Louisiana, with the exception of any program

25 administered by the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana

26 Department of Health on August 15, 1995. the Louisiana Department of Health on 3i
27 October 1. 2025. or Louisiana Works on October 1. 2027, shall eventually be

228 consolidated within the office ofelderly affairs, to be administered at the local level

29 by the sixty-low parish voluntary councils on aging.
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1 B. It is further the intention of the legislature that the orn c,f Ll&1l3
2 Aff0i, office of elderly affairs administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated,
3 or otherwise made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block
4 grant or in any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by
5 the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of
6 Health on August 15, 1995, the Louisiana Deparbent ofHealth on October 1, 2025.
7 or Louisiana Works on October 1.2027. The office ofelderly affairs shall distribute
8 such funds in accordance with appropriate state and federal requirements and
9 i consistent with this Section.

ii I Scctonl4.R.5. 46:936 is hereby amended and reenactedtorçg

12 §936. Statement of intent

13 A. It is the intention of the legislature that, insofar as is practical and

14 consistent with the efficient administration of state government, programs and

15 services for the elderly population of Louisiana, with the exception of any program

16 administered by the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana

17 Department of Health on August 15, 1995. the Louisiana Department of Health on

18 October 1. 2025. or Louisiana Works on October 1. 2027, shall eventually be ‘-

19 consolidated within the yffl’c 0fl&1I, affi Department of Elderly Affairs, to be

20 administered at the local level by the sixty-four parish voluntary councils on aging. a

21 B. It is further the intention of the legislature that the Offi Department of ‘i

22 Elderly Affairs administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, or otherwise

23 made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block grant or in

24 any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by the

z25 Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health

26 on Aust 15, 1995, the Louisiana Department of Health on October , 2025. or

27 Louisiana Works on October 1. 2027. The vffi.z of Jdcily affaira Department of

28 Elderly Affairs shall distribute such funds in accordance with appropriate state and

29 federal requirements and consistent with this Section.
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-1 Section 15 RS

2 read as follows
:_t l4O2flehethy-aernjerJ-thted to

3 §191. Termination of legislative authority for existence of statutory entities; phase-
4 out period for statutory entities; table of dates

5 Notwithstanding any termination dates set by any previous Act of the
6 legislature, the statutory entities set forth in this Section shall begin to terminate their
7 operations on July first of each of the following years, and all legislative authority
8 for the existence of any statutory entity, as defined in R.S, 49:190. shall cease as of

9 July first of the following year, which shall be the termination date:

10 (1) July 1,2026:

11 * * *

12 (f) Tl11. Lyuipiaup \Vfc1 Coja Louisiana Works and all statutory

13 entities made a part of the department by law.

14 * * *

15 §1402. Definition of terms

16 As used in this Chapter, the following terms have the meanings ascribed to

17 them in this Section unless otherwise clearly indicated by context:

18 (1) “Agency” means any of the following state departments:

19 * * *

20 (d) Luuaana WAf., Cymnissivu Louisiana Works.

21 * * *

2/ / /
22 Section 16. R.S. 23:18 and 34 and R.S. 36:308(E) are herebyed in their

23 entirety. r—i2czv- V
24 Section 17. R.S. 46:52.1(C) through (F), 55, 102 03, 112, 230.1(C), and —.

V
25 231. 14(G)(3) and R.S. 49: 1402(l)(a) are hereby repeal in their entirety.

26 Section 18. The Louisiana State Law In te is hereby authorized and requested to —

j! ‘_&J

27 change all references in the Louisiana ised Statutes of 1950 to the Louisiana Workforce - 41—
28 Commission, whether referr to as the “Louisiana Workforce Commission” or a

—

29 “commission”, to “Loufsiana Works” or “department where appropriate. The Louisiana .

30 State Law Izititute is hereby further authorized and requested to change all references to the cj 2
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1 executive director of the Louisiana Workforce Conmiission, wheher referred to as
2 ‘executive director of the Louisiana Workforce Commission”, “exec&tive director of the
3 commission”, “executive of the department”, or “executive director”,Io “secretary”.
4 Section 19. The administrative rules contained in the Louisii4 Administrative Code
5 promulgated by the Department ofChildren and Family Services4 a successor department,
6 which govern or are applicable to the programs and opeions transferred from the
7 Department of Children and Family Services, or a successo/department, to Louisiana WorksGAS 2zc

c, 41 /8 by this Act shall continue to be e fective, and the office of state register shall change all
9 applicable references to the Depaent of Childre/and Family Services, or a successor

10 department, to Louisiana Works and redesignate4nd renumber, as needed, all applicable
11 provisions as are nessa to maintain confinu4 in the Lonisiana Administrative Code.
12 Section 20. All monies held in the se treasury for the Fraud Detection Fund on
13 the effective date of this Section shthln that date, be transferred to the Inuisiana

14 Department of Health.

15 Section 21 .(A) All Departme t of Children and Family Services, or a successor

16 department, contracts related to th operation and administration of the programs and

17 activities transferred to uisian Works by s Act
2ci. r . 41

e deemed fo have been

1 8 transferred and assigned to Louii a Works upon the effective date of this Section without

19 the necessity ofcontractual ame dment, and Louisiana Works shall be solely responsible for

20 all related obligations and ha lities arising on or after that effective date.

21 (8) In order to ensur continuity of services during the transition period, any pending

22 or unfinished business o the programs being transferred over shall be taken over and

23 completed by Louisian Works with the same power and authorization as that of the

24 Depaent of Childr/ and Family Services, or a successor department.

25 (C)(l) All e4ployees engaged in the performance of duties relating to the ffinctions
/

26 of the programs d services transferred from the Dcpartment of Children and Family

27 Services, or a &tcessor department, to Louisiana Works are hereby transferred to Louisiana
/

28 Works to cry out the functions of Louisiana Works and its programs and services and shall
/

29 continut to perform their duties, subject to applicable state civil service laws, rules, and

_ _L

30 re4ons. Subject to such laws, positions in the unclassified service shall remthn in the
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unclassified service. Upon the transfer of employees to a board,’ch employees shafl
immediately have the ability to payroll deduct or direct deposit thy1r payroll earnings in
favor of any credit union of which they were members prior to thyransfer.

(2) The Department of State Civil Service shall assist t4 Department of Children
and Family Services, or a successor department, and Louisia Works in all human resource
activities deemed necessary to make such a transfer. 4’human resource activities shall
include but are not limited to the transfer of personn/files and other related confidential
documents, position descriptions, retirement benefi/and related benefits, including but not
limited to those offered by the Office of Group nefits.

(D) In order to ensure continuity yiservices, Louisiana Works shall provide

adequate funding from the Temporary Ass tance for Needy Families (TANF) program to

the Department of Children and Family rvices, or a successor department, to run the child

protection and child welfare services set forth in an interagency agreement. The amount

and schedule of funding transfers s 11 be determined based on the agreement between the

secretaries of Louisiana Works d the Department of Children and Family Services, or a

successor department. Both partments agree to work collaboratively to ensure that

adequate financial resource are provided annually. In the event that the secretaries are

unable to reach an agree ent regarding the funding provisions, either department may

request a resolution by the commissioner of administration. The commissioner shall

convene a meeting be een the secretaries and make a final determination on the proposed

allocation of fundin/to be included in the annual proposed operating budget.

Section 21(A) The provisions of R.S. 23:73(E)(2) as amended and reenacted in
/ ckctc2ozc Jo. 1-191Section 8 of ¶1’s Act shall supersede the provisions of R.S. 23:73(E)(2) as amended and

reenacted in ection 1 of Act No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature when

Section 1 4Act No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective./ CAc2o2c,tJo.41]The provisions ofR.S. 46:936 as amendcd and reenActed in Section 14 ofthis Act

shall s persede the provisions of R.S. 46:936 as amended and reenacted in Section 5 of Act

No. of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature when Section 5 of Act No. 384 of/
the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.
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Section 21(A) The workforce development ‘irograms administered by the
2 Department of Children and Family Services shall be admiLstered by Louisiana Works, or
3 its successors. The workforce program includes those coné1idated under Skills Employment
4 and Training, or SET for Success, or successor programs, the Child Support Enforcement
5 Employment and Training Program, or a successor prbgram, and the Strategies to Empower
6 People (STEP) Program, or a successor program. /
7 (B) All employees of the Depanmejof Children and Family Services, or a
8 successor department, whose duties involve e administration or implementation of the
9 programs provided for in Subsection A of,4iis Section shall be transfcrred to Louisiana

10 Works, or its successors, in accordance wiA applicable civil service laws and regulations.
11 (C) The Department of Childre and Family Services, or a successor department,
12 and Louisiana Works, or its successors, all execute an interagency agreement to ensure the
13 continued funding of these programs/n a manner consistent with each program’s current
14 funding sources and mechanisms/The agreement shall provide for the allocation of
15 resources, personnel, and admin/strative support necessary to maintain uninterrupted

16 program operations. Louisiana Works, or its successors, shall provide a monthly report and
I. . .17 invoice to the Department of yDhildren and Family Services, or a successor department,

I18 which shall be paid within th4y days of receipt, and provided in a format prescribed by the !—

I
-19 Department of Children and family Services, or a successor department, for an interagency

I
20 transfer of funding to Loui$ana Works, or its successors.

21 (D) The secret es of the Department of Children and Family Services, or a

22 successor dcpartment, d Louisiana Works, or its successor, or their respective designees, Li

23 shall take all actions ecessarv to implement the provisions of this Section, including

24 transferring and assi,4ing contracts and promulgating rules and regulations in accordance

25 with the Administr/ive Procedure Act.

26 I Section 2/(A) The Disability Determination Services (DDS) program administered

27 by the Departm in of Children and Family Services shall be transferred to and administered

28 by the Louisi a Department of Health, or its successors.

29 (B/All employees of the Department of Children and Family Services, or a

30 success/department, whose duties involve the administration or implementation of the

31 DDS/ogram shall be transferred to the Louisiana Department of Health, or its successors,

32 in cordance with applicable civil service laws and regulations.
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(C) Upon transfer, the Louisiana Department of Health; or its successors, shall be
the direct recipient of all federal funding for the DDS program from the Social Security
Administration.

Section 25. To further improve the financial situation of the state and to more
efficiently and effectivelyprovide services to the citizens ofthis state, Louisiana Works shall
reduce at least forty employees from its July 1, 202$, employee count through natural
atrrition no later than July 1,2027. //

Section 26(A) The administrative rules cqtained in the Louisiana Administrative
Code promulgated by the Department of ChildreA and Family Services which govern or are
applicable to the programs and operations tranjerred from the Departmejjt of Children and -/ q1Ac,t2ozSjJ’.41Family Services to the Louisiana Deartmt of Health by this Act shal’l continue tb be -

effective, and the office of state registeW shall change all applicable references to the
Department of Children and Family Se ices to the Louisiana Department of Health and
redesignate and renumber, as needed, au applicable provisions as are necessary to maintain

continuity in the Louisiana Administtive Code.

(B) All Department of Chhdren and Family Services contracts related to the

operation and administration of 94 programs and activities transferred to the Louisiana

Department of Health by this A shall be deemed to have been transferred and assigned to

the Louisiana Department of ealth upon the effective date of this Section without the

necessity ofcontractual arne dment, and the Louisiana Department of Health shall be solely

responsible for all related iigations and liabilities arising on or after that effective date.

(C) In order to el)áure continuity of services during the transition period, any pending

or unfinished busined of the programs being transferred over shall be taken over and

completed by the L4isiana Depaent of Health with the same wer and authorization

as that of the Department of Children and Family Services.

(D)(1) ‘11 employees engaged in the performance of duties relating to the functions

of the proms and services transferred from the Department of Children and Family

Services/o the Louisiana Department of Health are hereby transferred to the Louisiana

Departhient of Health to carry out the functions of the Louisiana Department of Health and/
its’rograms and services and shall continue to perform their duties, subject to applicable

state civil service laws, rules, and regulations. Subject to such laws, positions in the
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unclassified service shall remain in the unclassified servic. Upon the transfer of employees
to the Louisiana Department of Health, such employees shall immediately have the ability
to payroll deduct or direct deposit their payroll earnings in favor of any credit union ofwhich
they were members prior to the transfer.

(2) The Department of State Civil Service shall assist the Department ofChildren and
Family Services and the Louisiana Department of Health in all human resource activities
deemed necessary to make such a transfef. All human resource activities shall include, but
are not limited to the transfer of perscnnel files and other related confidential documents,/

position descriptions, retirement benefits, and related benefits, including but not limited to
those offered by the Office of 9roup Benefits.

(E) The cornmissiorér of administration is hereby authorized and directed to make
necessary adjustments to’appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 to conform with the
provisions of this Mt Adjustments shall be through the notification of appropriation

process or through4pproval of mid-year adjustments.

Section 2.(A) Sections 1,2,4,6,7,9, 10, 12, 15, 16, 18, 20, and 23 through26 of

this Act shallibecome effective on October 1,2025. r
uftctc zoic,Jo+19](B)’The provisions of Sections 8, 14, and 22 of this Act shall become effective when

)
Act N&384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.

/ (C) Sections 3, 5, 11, 13, 17, 19, and 21 of this Act shall become effective October

1,2027.
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 617

BY REPRESENTATIVES CARVER, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAMBURG, BERAULTBILLINGS, BOYER, BRAUD, BRYANT, CHENEVERT, COATES. COX,CREWS, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, EDMONSTON, FIRMENT, FISHER,FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, HEBERT, HENRY, HILFERTY, JACKSON, MIKEJOHNSON, KERNER, LACOMBE, MACK., MCMAKIN. MELERINE, MOORE,NEWELL, OWEN, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, STAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON,WALTERS, WILDER, WRiGHT, AND WYBLE AND SENATORS BASS,BOIJDREAUX, CATHEY, CLOUD, CONNICK, HENRY, MCMATI-J, MILLER,MIZELL, MYERS, REESE, SELDERS, AND WHEAT

La. St8te Law !i:ttte• PRNTE’S COPY
EcKis To: A L L- Pgs.
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To amendand reenact ChildientiCôde Articles 509(B)(1), 5 12(B)(1), 522(A)(2), 1269.3(F),

3 1270(B), (F), and (F), 1271(A), 1273, 1283.2(H), 1285.2(H), and 1519, Code of
4. I4 Evidence Article 902(10), R.S. 6:333(F)(14), RS. 9:315.16(A), 315.400) and (3),

5 399.1(A) and (F)(3) and (4), and4Oó(B)(2) and (C)(2), R.S;1I :441.1(F), R.S. 13:9986ntio. foJ) ( (1o. FJ-) (itic. rca)6 (B) and (E)(1) and (3), 1141(3) and (E)(1) and (3), 1414W) and (E)(1) and (3),

7 4291(B)(I), and 510L2, R.S. ,i5:587(A)(2)(a) and (b), 587.10), and 587.5(A)(4),

S R.S. 17:I92.1(A)(1)(a) and (3), R.S. 23:1605(A)(4), R.S. 36:3(7), 8(E)(2)(d), 9(C),

9 471(B) and (C)(1), 472(A), 475.1(B) and (C), 476, and 477, R.S. 40:34.5(E),
jIn4to. ecu.)

10 46.12(D) and (F), and 1061.14(B)(3)(b)(i), R.S. 43:111(A)(8), R.S. 44:38, R.S.

46:51(introductory paragraph), 51.3, 233.1(C)(introductory paragraph) and

12 (D)(introductory paragraph), 236.1.1(3), 236.1.4(E), 236.1.8(D), 236.3(A)(2),

13 236.10(A), 236.11(C), 236.12(3)0), 236.14(D)(1)(introductory paragraph),

14 236.1 5(A)(1), 236.16,238(B), (C), (D), (E)(introductoryparagraph) and (7), and (F),

281, 1002(A), (B)(introductory paragraph), and (C), and 2136.2(F), R.S.

16 47:299.11(1), 299.41(B), 463.112(C), and 9027(C)(1 0)(introductory paragraph) and

17 (c), and R.S?I :1442(4) andto repeal R.S. 36:474(A)(1 1) and (G) and477(B)(2) and
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1 R.S. 46:51(2) and (14) and 233.1(A) and (B), re1a to the organization of the
2 Department of Children and Family Services; 4eate the office of child support
3 and the office of child welfare; to elimite the office of children and family

/4 services; to transfer the duties of ceytin offices within the Department of Children
5 and Family Services; to reme’e outdated provisions; and to provide for related
6 matters. /1

7 Be it enacted by the Le ature of Louisiana:

8 Section 1. drens Code Articles 509(BX1), 512(8)0), 522(A)(2), 1269.3(F),
9 1270(B), (B) d (F), 1271(A), 1273, 1283.2(H), 1285.2(H), and 1519 are hereby amended

10 and r acted to read as follows:

11 Art. 509. Development of interagency protocols; drafting committee membership;
12 meetings; compliance deadline

13 * * *

14 B. At a minimum, each committee shall include the following members:

15 (1) A representative of the office of childsc1 arid family v.c d

16 welfare. Department of Children and Family Services.

17 * * *

18 Art. 512. Composition of the multidisciplinary investigative team

19 * * *

20 B. Governmental entities that have responsibilities imposed by law for the

21 investigation of child abuse include:

22 (1) The office of Jii1d11 1d f.ily av.., child welfare. Department of

23 Children and Family Services.

24 * * *

25 Art. 522. Applicability

26 A. A child advocacy center is established and becomes subject to the
V

27 provisions of this Chapter when all of the following have been accomplished:

28 * * *

29 (2) An agreement to use the services of a child advocacy center has been

30 executed by representatives of the district attorney, the office of hilda.ii and family
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court has issued a standing order authorizing same and the circumstances fit the

:n::l::;:::±am:ndoreadfol1Ows:

§ ill. Advertising; when prohibited and when authorized

A. The state, or any department, officer, board, or commission shall not
expend any public funds for advertising in any newspaper, book, pamphlet,
periodical, or radio and television stations except as follows:

* * *

(8) Advertising by the ufflc. uf t.l1iId,t.11 pLid family at vit,,S h’ th
Department ofChildren and Family Services for the recruitment of foster or adoptive
parents.

13 * * *

14 Section 14. RS. 44:3 e an reenacted to read as follows:
15 §38. Access to records involved in legislative studies

16 Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the custodian of records of the
17 Department of Children and Family Services St. ‘siCt., fflt. fJ.ild,11 rnd f.111

18 sci yij,c, and the custodian of records of each juvenile court or any court which hears

19 and decides juvenile matters shall grant access to a percentage, as specified by thc
20 legislative committee, of the total records of defined classes of children in state
21 custody or in foster care to any committee of the legislature acting pursuant to an

22 appropriate legislative instrument directing the committee to study procedures or

23 outcomes of cases involving children in state custody or in foster care. The size of

24 the specific group to be studied shall be large enough to preserve the anonymity of

25 individual children. Such access shall be limited to that purpose, and all information

26 regarding names or other identifiers shall be removed. Information pertaining to

27 children who have been adopted shall be strictly confidential and shall be released

28 only in accordance with existing laws.

29 Section 15. R.S. 46:51(introdu

30 233.l(q(introductory
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1 236.3(A)(2), 236.10(A), 236.11(C), 236.12(B) 1 6.14(D)(l)(introductory paragraph),
2 236.15(A)(1), 236.16, 238(B), (C , (E)(introducton’ paragraph) and (7), and (F), 281,
3 1002(A), (B)(introd ry paragraph), and (C), and 2136.2(F) are hereby amended and
4 reenact o read as follows:

5 §51. Duties of the department

6 The Department of Children and Family Services, through its secretary, shall
7 administer tl1.. public asa,tajjtc a11d welfare laws of the state as follows:
8 * * *

9 §5 1.3. Criminal history information; access to federal tax information
10 The Department of Children and Family Services & h, ufflcc uf d1ild
11 uppOLt nfuitiuut ad family uypvit, is authorized to perform criminal history
12 records checks ofcurrent and prospective employees, contractors, and subcontractors

V13 in accordance with the procedures provided in R.S. 15:587.5. Pursuant to this
‘F14 authorization and to implement the requirements ofR.S. 15:587.5, the secretary shall

15 promulgate rules and regulations with regard to this matter.

16 * * *

17 §233.1. Recovery of overpayments

18 * * *

19 C. The dcpa.rtiucut Dejygrnent of Children and Faniilv Services shall

20 promptly take all necessary steps to correct any overpayment, including collection,

21 or underpayment ofchild support to individuals to whom the department is providing
V.

22 services pursuant to R.S. 46:236.1.1 et seq., and, in the case of:

23 * * 4

24 D. The dcpai tLltcllt Department ofEducation will promptly take all necessary

25 steps to correct any overpayment, including collection, or underpayment of child

26 care assistance provided under the Child Care and Development Block Grant and in

27 the case of:

28 * 4 *

Page 28 of 37

CODING: Words in stnak LI.. uuh type are deletions from existing law; words underscoredare additions.



HB NO. 617
ENROLLED

§236.1.1. Family and child support programs; definitions
2 . /For the purposes of this Subpart, the following items shall mean:
3

* * *

4 (3) TSP admmistrator” means the pivgaiii uACCutivy ditatuT assistant
5 secretary of the office of child jpijj, slippuit ti, d;;3 cJ
6 fni suppurt, uffk. of J1ld1 and f4rnily và,, Department of Children and
7 Family Services.

8 * * *

9 §236.1.4. Family and child support programs: financial institution duties;
10 responsibilities

11 * * *

12 E. The office of cl;ld1..11 and family ati child support Cr&i,nunt
13 &m which obtains data match information on an individual from a financial
14 institution pursuant to this Subpart may disclose such data match information only
15 for the purpose of, and to the extent necessary in, establishing, modifying, or
16 enforcing a child support obligation of such individual.

17 * * *

18 §236.1.8. Family and child support programs; additional authorized employee

19 actions

20 * * *

21 D. The support services authorized by this Subpart shall be provided by the

22 office of c1ukh11 and fauiily ScivicCa, Llnld support uf.e111..11t axtiOfl. child

23 supuort. Field officers responsible for supplying these scrvices shall be designated

24 by the secretary. Such officers shall have the power and authority to make arrests,

25 supervise the probation of offenders, serve notices, orders, subpoenas, summonses,

26 citations, motions, and writs, and to execute all warrants and orders and to perform

27 any other duties incident to their office. All such officers are hereby authorized to

28 carry weapons and arms, concealed or openly, white in the actual performance ofany

29 duty or while under assignment to any duty, but under no circumstances shall
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officers be authorized to carry weapons unless they have been trained in the proper
carrying and use of firearms by a recognized firearm training program.

3
* *

27

28

§236.12. Plan for parental participation of support; required work activities

* * *
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§236.3. Enforcement of support by income assignment

A. For purposes of this Sectrn, the following words have the meaning
ascribed to them by this Sectn unless the context clearly indicates a different
meaning:

* * *

(2) “Department means the Department of Children and Family Services,
office of cluldait and faaily child Supytut 1SU1LAflclIt Sc,tuzs. chji_d

* * *

§236.10. State ease registry of child support orders

A. The secretary of the Department of Children and Family Services shall

create an automated state case registry of child support orders within the office of

J1ild111 and fantily act viC’a, J111d auppurt cnIyit,c4uciit 5tiun. child support.

* * *

§236.11. Louisiana disbursement unit for child support payments

* * *

C. The Department of Children and Family Sa vit.ca upputt .ufuttcitijait

yisi, Services, office of dld10 and faiiiily Scavitca, child support shall

administer the state disbursement unit. The support enforccment program may

contract for the provision of these services in accordance with the applicable

provisions of Chapter 17 of Subtitle III of Title 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
‘.7

of 1950 and the Louisiana Procurement Code.

* * *

- t.
I’

• F.

[



l-IBNO. 617
ENROLLEDVB. For purposes of this Section:

2 (1) “Department” means the office of child sup, child suppurt
3 pjfyayjji,jjt t.t1iu.i, uffit.c 0fii1d111 aLtd fauiily -kezs Department of Children
4 and Family Services.

5 * * *

6 §236.14. Employer reporting program

7 * * *

8 D.(1) An employer shall report to the Department of Children and Family
9 Services, office of Jii1dn and family v.., child support eiifuiinyiit ttitiOi,

10 any of the following:

11 * * 4

12 §236.15. Limited administrative authority for certain paternity and child support
13 actions

14 A. Oer\QbCtCctmfl}

15

16 (1) In cases in which the Department of Children and Family Services, office

17 of cl1ild111 1d fau1i1 &ivi.,, child uppuct cnfun.zLlLcnt p..tiyit, child support,
V18 referred to in this Section as “agency”, is providing services, the agency may, in

19 cases in which paternity is at issue, order all parties to submit to genetic testing.

20 * * 4

21 §236.16. Child support mortgage and privilege by affidavit; effect of filing

22 A. The proiram executive director of the office of child support, child

23 upyvrt cnfuiCCmiit cCtiu’t, uffl, of clii1&,1 and fatiuily ci viccS, Department of

24 Children and Family Services may cause a “Child Support Mortgage and Privilege

25 by Affidavit of DCFS”, as provided in R.S. 13:4291(B), to be recorded in the

26 mortgage records of any parish in which the support obligor owns movable or

27 immovable property, and with the office of the secretary of state for inclusion in the
V

28 master index authorized under R.S. 10:9-519. Such affidavit when tiled shall operate

29 as a first lien, privilege, and legal mortgage on all of the movable and immovable

30 property of the support obligor only from the date of such filin€nd shall not affect
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V
I liens, privileges, chattel mortgages, or security interests as provided in R. S. 10:9-101
2 et seq. or mortgages already affecting or burdening such property at the date of such
3 filing. Such filing shall apply to all unpaid support obligations that may accrue after
4 such filing, and the property of the support obligor shall be subject to seizure and
5 sale for the payment of such support obligation and arrearages according to the
6 preference and rank of the lien, privilege, security interest, and mortgage securing

V7 theirpayment. Notwithstanding anyprovision ofthis Subsection, such affidavit shall
8 not operate as a lien, privilege, or legal mortgage on any licensed or titled motor
9 vehicle.

10 B. The director jstant secretary ofthe office ofchild support child sup’oit

11
LCtiIJU, yffic f child..011 mid family s..a vit, Department of Children

12 and Family Services, or his designee, may release all or any portion of the property
13 subject to any lien or judgment obtained pursuant to this Sec’fion from such lien or
14 judgment, or may subordinate such lien orjudgment to other liens and encumbrances
15 if he determines that the support obligation and arrearages are sufficiently secured

16 by a lien orjudgment on other property or through other security, or that the release.

17 partial release, or subordination of such lien or judgment will not endanger or

18 jeopardize the collection of support obligations or arrearages.

19 * * *

20 §238. Unpaid child suppojrelease of information

* *21

22 B. The Department of Children and Family Services, office of dijidacu and

23 fatiiily ci i, child support. may participate in cooperative endeavors with private
I—24 attorneys to release information authorized by this Section for the purpose of

25 collecting unpaid child support in accordance with the provisions of this Section.

26 C. When a private attorney retained by the obligee receives a certification

27 from the office of d1i1&0 mid family i vices child support that an oNigor is in

28 arrears in the payment of child support for more than six months or whose

29 whereabouts have been unlcnown for more than six months, the private attorney

30 retained by the obligee may apply to the district court for the parish where the order
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I is being enforced for an cx parte order on a motion to determine that the obligor is
2 in arrears or is an absentee.

3 D. If the court finds that the obligor is in arrears for more than six months
4 or whose whereabouts have been unknown for more than six months, the court may

authorize the office of child mid family se vi&, child support to enter into
6 cooperative endeavors with a private attorney who has been retained by the obligee
7 for the purpose of collecting the unpaid child support in the obligec’s case.
8 13. Pursuant to a cooperative endeavor authorized by the provisions of this
9 Seon and to the extent allowed by state and federal laws and regulations, the office

10 of Jiildicii and faiiilly ci vi.z child suvport shall provide to a private attorney who
11 has been retained by the obligee for the purpose of collecting unpaid child support
12 all of the following information that it may have regarding the obligor:

13 * * *

14 (7) Any other information which the office of diildaa, and faixny

15 child support reasonably believes will assist in the collcction of child support.

16’ * * *

17 F. Nothing in this Seion shall authorize the Department of Children and

18 Family Services or the office of child support cufyiceiiicait to contract for

I19 hire with any private attorney or entity for the collection of child support or the

20 provision of IV-D services.

21 * * *

22 §281. Applicability

23 The provisions of this Suart shall apply to persons who contract with the

24 ufdiildicn &.J farnily licz f the Department of Children and Family

25 Services to provide temporary or long-term foster care for not more than six

26 children.

27 * * *

Page33of37

CODING: Words in U0l1 type are deletions from existing law; words underscoredare additions.



HBNO. 617
ENROLLED

§1002. Vocational testing and counseling; purpose; duties of thc of&. vfchildsct,
2 Louisiana_Works .d fm1111y sui-vjcçs

3 A. The Dcyaitiucnt uf CLU&cn and faiiilly S vit.i.S, uffie f tliildtt.n and
4 fmily pj yic, Louisiana Worksafl provide, in each of its regional offices,
5 vocational testing and counseling on the subjects of higher education and
6 employment for those individuals in long-term foster care at the youngest age
7 deemed appropriate to process the information.

8 B. Through vocational testing, tl1. ufflte .,f d1ild11. a11d fan.Uy e vic
9 jagjsiana Works shall seek to identifiy areas of potential interest and potential

10 employment that are specific to an individual in foster care and, to this end, the
II office shall:

12 * * *

13 C. Th offi of d1ld11 md faiinily sd vicc, Louisiana Works shall adopt
14 all necessary rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of this Ch$ter.

15 * 4’ *

16 §2 136.2. Louisiana Protective Order Registry

17 * * *

18 F. The judicial administrators office shall make the Louisiana Protective

19 Order Registry available to state and local law enforcement agencies;; district

20 attorney offices;;the Department of Children and Family Services, office ofehMren

21 1d f11;l ‘iita, di1J uppuit ufuinicrit sctiun, child suoport; the Louisiana

22 Department of Health;; bureau of protective services;; the office of elderly affairs;;

23 elderly protective services;; the office of the attorney general;; and the courts.

24

... :

. * .4’.

25 Section 16 R S 47299 1 1(1),299 41W) 46., 1 9027(C)(l0)(introductory

26 and reenacted to read as follows:

27 §299.11. Ranking and priority of claims

28 If two or more agencies file offset claims with the secretary against an

29 individual’s refUnd, the secretary shall remit the refund to the claimants if sufficient
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funds exist in the following order with the first offset claim to be paid being
2 completely satisfied before a second or subsequent offset claim is paid:
3 (1) Claims of th d1p.1 yf uppot LSULlIiIt f the office of h1d1
4 and fassiily Sis ius child SuDDort. of-the Department of Children and Family
5 Services.

6 * * *

7 §299.41. Radng and priority of claims

8 * * *

9 B. If additional offset claims are filed with the secretary against an
10 individual’s refiand, the secretary shaLl rank the claims for child support in the same
11 priority as claims filed by the d1511 uf Suppurt eufo,tcunt,ut of tip 0ffic yf
12 child11 aud f11il &i office of child support, ofthe Department of Children
13 and Family Services pursuant to R.S. 47:299.11(1).

14 * * *

15 §463.112. Special prestige license plates; foster and adoptive parenting

16 * + +

17 C. The department shall collect an annual fee of twenty-five dollars for this

18 special prestige license plate, which shall be dedicated to the Department ofChildren

19 and Family Services Scivic., yffib.c ufdiildicu and fitily afliC, to be used

20 solely for foster and adoptive parent recruitment activities. This fee shall be in
/ L21 addition to the regular motor vehicle license fee provided in R.S. 47:463, and a

22 handling fee of three dollars and fifty cents to be retained by the department to offset

23 a portion of administrative costs.

24 * 4 *

25 §9027. Assignment of deferred lottery annuity prizes

[H26 * 4 *

27 C. On the filing by the assignor or the assignee in the Nineteenth Judicial

28 District Court of East Baton Rouge Parish of a petition seeking approval of a

29 voluntary assignment, the court shall issue an order approving a voluntary
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assignment and directing the corporation to make prize payments as a whole or in
2 part to the assignee if the court fmds all of the following:
3

* 4 *

4 (10) The petition required by this Substion shall be accompanied by a
5 ccrtification from a representative of the Department of Children and Family
6 Services, office of clIildLclL td famib s Viuc3 child support. stating any of the
7 following:

8 * 4 *

9 (c) That the assignor or assignee does currently have a child support
10 arrearage, or the assignor or assignee does owe an obligation to repay any public
11 assistance benefits or an overpayment of child support benefits to the Department of
12 Children and Family Services. The certification from the Department of Children
13 and Family Services, office ofhi1dren and tdy sernc) shall be provided to the
14 assignor and the assignee promptly upon the request of the assignor or the assignee,
15 and in no event more than ten business days after said request is received by the
16 Department ofChildren and Family Services, office ofchildie ad family vi,. 4
17 child support

18 * * *

19 Section 17. ,1:14424is sebanwdegandreenacted to read as follows:

20 §1442. DeFinitions

/
21 As used in this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the

22 following meanings:

23 * * * L

24 (4) ‘Department means the Department of Children and Family Services,

25 office of and family ci vit.tz, hi1d uppvit ction. child

26 supvort.

* 4 *

V28 Section 18. R.S. 36:474(A)(1 1) and (0) and 4 and R.S. 46:51(2) and (14)

29 and 233.1(A) and (B) are he epealed in their entirety.
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Section 19. This Act s all become effective only if the Act which originated asCA 3 22c, tJ2 House Bill No. 624 of this 2025 Regular Session olthe Legislature is enacted. If House Bill

4 (A) Sections 1 through 9 and 11 through 18 of this Act shall become effective on
5 October 1,2027. /7

this Act shall become efftive on

ci

*

:‘.

SPEAKER> F THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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1 ANACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 14:91.3(A), the thtroductory paragraph of R.S5587.1(C),

3 587.l(C)(l), and 1110.3(H), the introductory paragraph of R.S/48.7(B) and

4 L 8.7(B)(1), 15(A)(1)(a), (b)(i)b) and (cc), and (b)Oi) and (2)(a)(ifl through (v), (D). -

5 and (E), 16(A), 24.8(A) and (B)(2), 40733(5), 407.35(A), 407.42(AX2) and

6 (B)(1)(b), 407.46(A)(1), 407.71(A), 443(B)(1), 493(C)9d and 3996(B)(28), R.S.

7 24:525(D), R.S. 40:2008.10(A)(3) and 2019(F)(3(b), R.S. 46:51.2(A)(1)(b),

56(F)(l), (4)(c), (10)(b)(i), and (II), and 1414.1(A),CEildb n’s CodéArt. 116(2.1)

9 and (2.2). 603(4)(a) and (17)(d), 603.1(B)(610(A), (E)(l) and (2), and (H),

10 612(A)(3), 615(B)(2), (3), and (5), the”introductory paragraph of 615(E) and

615(E)(1) and (4)(a) and (F), 616(Bye introductory paragraph of616(D), 616(E)

12 and (H), and 616.1.1(A) and tQ4nacc R.S. 17:15(A)(1)(b)(i)(dd) and (2)(a)(vi),

13 407.41, and 3996(B)(82), Cpildren’s Code Art. 603(1 7)(1) through (o) and 610(I) and

14 tiiiCodeArt. 2315.94elative to child welfare; to provide for review of the state

15 central registry,5Øhoo1 employees; to provide for reporting recordation on the

16 state central7gistry; to provide for the licensure ofearly learning centers; to provide

17 for child velfare and safety minimum standards for prekindergarten programs; to

Page 1 of32
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provide for child abuse and neglect determinations; to’provide for definitions in the

Children’s Code; to provide for mandatory rep&ting training; to provide for
If

/procedures for reporting child abuse and negled; to provide for the responsibility of
/

the Department ofChildren and Family Setvices to respond to reports; to provide for

investigations of ri a school setting; to provide for liability for

in a school setting; and to provide for related

19 * * *

20 Section 2. The introductory paragp3.oSdCS. 15:587.1(C), 587.1(C)(1), and

21 1110.3(1-1) are hereby_gjdt areenaeted to read as follows:

22 §587.1. Provision of information to protect children

23: * * *

/ V

C. Theprovisions ofR.S. 15:825.3, R.S. 17:8.9, 15,407.42, and 407.71, R.S.
/

46:51.2 a1td 1441.13, and Children’s Code Article 424.1 shall govern the

employment of persons who have been convicted of, or pled guilty or nob

contendere to, any of the following crimes:
V 4—

(1)R.S. 14:30, R.S. 14:30.1, R.S. 14:31, R.S. 14:32.6 through R.S. 14:32.8,

R.S. 14:41 throughR.S. 14:45,R.S. 14:46.2throinhR.S. 14:46.4,R.S. 14:74,R&

14:78, R.S. 14.78t R.S. 14:79.1, RS. 14:80 through R.S. 14:86, R.S. 14:89, RS.
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18

damages caused by sexual ai

matters.

Be it enacted by the Le of Louisiana:

Section 1. . 14:91.3(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§91.3. Unlawful participation in a child-related business

A. No person who has been convicted of, or who has pled guilty or nob
Vcontendere to, an offense listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C) or whose name is recorded on

the Department of Children and Family Sen’iees’ state central reeistrv on or

after Awrust 1,2018, shall own, operate, or in any way participate in the governance

of any early learning center as defined by R.S. 17:407.33, residential home as
/

defined by R.S. 46:1403, or residence in which child care services are provided by

a family child care provider or in-home provider who is registercd pursuant to R.S.
V

17:407.61 et seq.

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
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published by or on behalf of the panel.

2 * * *

3 Section6. R.S. 46:51 .2(A)(1)(b), 56(F)O). (4)(c), I , d (11), and 1414.1(A)
4 are hereby aniende acted to read as follows:

5 §51.2. Criminal history and central registry information

6 A.(l) No person shall be hired by the department whose duties include the
7 investigation of child abuse or neglect, supervisory or disciplinary authority over
8 children, direct care of a child, or performance of licensing surveys, until both the
9 following conditions are met:

10 * * *

11 (b) The department has conducted a search of the state central registry of
12 jttsti€ed substantiated abuse or neglect, hereafter referred to as “central registry”,

13 reports and has determined that the individuals namc is not recorded therein. The

14 search shall be limited to thosc names recorded on the state central registry

15 subsequent to January 1,2010. If the individuals name is or was entered on the state

16 central registry that individual may make a formal written request to the division of

17 administrative law for an administrative appeal of the Jtficd substantiated

18 determination, in accordance with Children’s Code Article 616.1.1 and the

19 procedures promulgated by the department.

20 * * *

21 §56. Applications and client ease records; definitions; confidentiality; waiver;

22 penalty

23 * * *

24 F. The following information shall not be subject to waiver and shall not be

25 released to applicants, recipients, or outside sources, except those outside sources

26 engaged in the administration ofthe programs ofthe department or when specifically

27 authorized by law:

28 (1) Records pertaining to foster care of children, investigations of abuse and

29 neglect of children, and other child welfare services. For the purposes of this
V

30 Paragraph, case records of children in abuse and neglect and foster care cases may

Page 17of32
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-

- I be reviewed by attorneys who are appointed by a court of juvenile jurisdiction to
2 represent the sole interest of the children, and pursuant to court order, such case
3 records may be reviewed by court-appointed special advocates appointed pursuant

_

V
4 to Children’s Code Article 424(D) 424.1. Prior to a court hearing, the department
5 may provide to such attorneys and court-appointed special advocates copies of the

6 most recent case plan for the child and his family, the most recent court order and

7 court report, and the child’s most recent medical report. Additionally, pursuant to

8 Children’s Code Article 616, ajudge of a court exercising juvenilejurisdicijon may

9 request, in writing to the department, central registry record cheeks. However, in no

10 instance shall the name or identifying information regarding a complainant in neglect

11 and abuse cases or the case records of the foster parents be subject to such review.

12 The department may, however, provide foster parents all information from the

13 department’s records and from other records to which the department has access

14 concerning a child in the foster home, and concerning the child’s family, where such

15 information is necessary for the foster parents to properly care for the child. The

16 department may also provide surrogate parents representing the special education

17 interests of children in the department’s custody with all information from the

18 department’s records and from other records to which the depaffinent has access

19 where such information is necessary for the surrogate parents to properly advocatc

20 for the children. In any child custody proceeding, after the issue has been raised of

21 the potential existence of a relevant departmental record concerning the abuse or

22 neglect of a child who is the subject of that proceeding, the judge may contact the

23 local child protection unit to determine if such a record exists. If a &tciuii1ti1 lioa

24 bc..11 mgi. that scl tt’pumt ayp.anjasti&d the department has a substantiated

25 report pursuant to Children’s Code Article 615(B)(1) through (3), the local child

26 protection unit shall verbally advise the judge that such report is in the possession

27 of the unit. If the court finds that information which may be contained in the report

28 is necessary for an issue before the court, the court may order the release of such

29 information. If p dctcrmiLlQtioll VVa m&& that such the report was unsubstantiated

30 bnjusti&d o A11tl such records shall be scaled and accessible only

Pagel8of32
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pursuant to Children’s Code Article 61 6(A3(2 615.

3 (4)

4 * * *

S (c) Following any investigation by the department of a public or private day
6 care center, registered family child day care home, or residential provider, the
7 department may inform the parent or guardian of any child being cared for at the
8 center, home, or residence or the parent or guardian ofany child who has applied for
9 placement in the center, home, or residence ofa valid substantiated finding of child

10 abuse, neglect, or exploitation occurring at the center, home, or residence upon the

11 request of the parent or legal guardian. The department may also advise such parent

12 or legal guardian of a valid substantiated finding when it becomes necessary for the

13 department to take adverse action against a center, home, or facility in the interest

14 of the safety and welfare of the children. The department may release to the

15 Department of Education limited information concerning a valid substantiated

16 finding of child abuse, neglect, or exploitation occurring at a family child day care

17 home that is registered by that department. These circumstances shall constitute
‘7

18 authorized disclosures under the provisions of R.S. 14:403(A)(2).

19 * + *

20 (10)

21 * * *

22 (b) The information disclosed pursuant to this Paragraph shall be limited to

23 the following:

24 (i) Whether or not the department has a substantiated report, whih h&z, b.cn

25 dae11111iid to be justfd pursuant to Children’s Code Article 615, in its possession

26 concerning the child or person who is the subject of the information request.

27 * * +

28 (11) Upon written request of a caregiver, the department shall disclose

29 limited information contained in child abuse or neglect records or reports to an

30 employer or prospective employer of a person who will be exercising supervisory

Page 19 of32
Coding: Words which are St. ck ilnougli are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.



SBNO.41
ENROI

1 authority over that employer’s minor children or other dependent person as part of
2 :1

that person’s employment as a caregiver. The information disclosed pursuant to thisII
‘V3 I Paragraph shall be limited to cases in which the department has determined that the

4 allegations from which such information has been developed are justified
VS substantiated pursuant to Children’s Code Article 615. The provisions of this

V
6 Paragraph shall not be intereted to authoflze the release of or access to any
7 information protected under federal law.

8 * * *

9 §1414.1. State central registry

10 A. Any owner, operator, current or prospective employee, or volunteer of a

11 specialized provider requesting licensure or licensed by the Department of Children

12 and Family Services is prohibited from being employed by the specialized provider

1’5 if that individual’s name is recorded on the state central registry as a perpetrator for

14 aJtfled substantiated finding of abuse or neglect of a child.

15 * * *

16 Section 7. Chilthen’s Code Art. 116(2.1) and (2.2), 603(4)(a) and (1 7)(d2Q(B),

17 610(A). (E)(1) and (2), and (H), 612(A)(3), 615(B)(2). (3) introductory

iS paragraph of 615(E) and 61 5(E)( 1) and (4)(a) and E)ç4Itt), the introductory paragraph

19 of6 16(D), 61 6(D .and.A)arehereby amended and reenacted and Children’s

20 Co6O%(1 )(l) through (o) and 6 10(I) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

21 Art. 116. Definitions

22 Except where the context clearly indicates otherwise, these dcfinitions apply
I —

23 for the following terms used throughout this Code.

24 * * *

25 (2.1) “CASA program’ means a court-appointed special advocate program

26 established in compliance with Natiunal Louisiana CASA Association standards.

27 (2.2) “CASA volunteer” means a court-appointed special advocate who has

28 been trained in accordance with National Louisiana CASA Association standards

29 and is under the supervision of a CASA program.

* * *30
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1 petition involving this report shall be added to the central registry.
2:

* * *

3 H. The department may charge a fee, that shall not exceed twenty-five
4 I dollars, to conduct a search of the state central registry ofa3tfkd substantiated
5 abuse or neglect reports to determine whether an individual’s name is recorded
6 therein. A search shall be allowed only when specifically authorized. Ihfee shall

V7 I: not apply to searches for school employees conducted pursuant to R.S. 17:15.
8 * * *

9 Art. 616. 1.1. Appeal and review; conection of central regis’ entries; procedure

10 A. When a report alleging abuse or neglect is dcL1111 tu bc ju3ted
11 substantiated by the department, the individual who is or was the subject of the

12 determination may make a formal written request to the division of administrative

13 law for an administrative appeal of the jutifld substantiated determination, in

14 accordance with the procedures set forth in Title 67 of the Louisiana Administrative

15 Code.

16

8. Civil Code Art. 2315.12 is hereby ene4tewg:17 Section

18 Art. 2315.frt Liability for damages caused by child sexual abuse in a school

19 setting

20 Any parent or guardian of a child who is the victim of sexual abuse in a 2
C
—21 school setting as defined in Children’s Code Article 610 may be awarded

22 damages including but not limited to medical expenses incurred as a result of

23 the sexual abuse, behavioral health expenses incurred as a result of the sexual :

-24 abuse, reimbursement of any tuition paid for attendance at the school if the

25 child is removed from the school, and any other damages allowed by law.

26 Section 9.(A) The state central registry checks for all school empl5’ee applicants 2I27
zo2c, o. 4o1J

all apply to any person hired on or after.August 1,2025.

28 (3) All early learning centers and prekindergarten programs shall be in compliance
r

29 with the child safety and welfar!jpiniiiiilm standards provided for in KS. 17:407.41 no later QJ

r30 than October 1,2O2S

c-iPage3lof32
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1 (C) All prekindergarten programs requiring iicensuh as an early learning4rc..oo.Dli /2 pursuant to this Act shall apply for licensure no later than anuary 1, 2026.

(D) The mandatory reporter training report proyfded for in Children’s Code

IF

ii

603.1 shall be submitted to the Department of Eduéation beginning with

(c2ozo. 4°91Act shall be known and may be cited as “Charlie’s Law”.
/

/

// \cAJ12iJLE
IDENNAW

b

ENROLLED

center

c

HE SE REPRESENTATIVES a
OF LOUISIANA

Unt ?0 ?o2S

5 school year.

6 Section 10. This

APPROVED:
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HOUSE BILLNO. 268
Note:
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BY REPRESENTATIVES LAFLEUR, ADAMS, BACALA, BAYHAM, BERkULT,BILLINGS, BOYD, BOYER, BRASS, BRYANT, CARLSON, CARRIER,CARVER, CHASSION, CHENEVERT, COATES, COX, DEVILLIER DEWErF,DICKERSON, EDMONSTON, EGAN, FISHER, HORTON, HUGHES, JACKSON,JORDAN, KNOX, LACOMBE, JACOB LANDRY, LARVADAJN, LYONS,MOORE, NEWELL, OWEN, ROMERO, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, TAYLOR,THOMPSON, WALTERS, WYBLE, AND YOUNG

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. i473 .8 (A), (C), and (D), 81.1(A), (B)(8) and (9), (E) 1) through
(4) and (5)(a) and (b), (F)(2), (3)(b) and (c), (4), and (5)(introductoxy pAragraph) and

/(d), 89. l(A)(2)Ø)(i), 91.2(B), and 91.5(A)(1), R.S.l5:537(A), 5394(FXintroductory
paragraph), 541(24)(a) and (25)(d), 543.1(18), 545.1(C), anl 1352(A)(45), R.S.
7100.7(A)(1), R.S 65l .2(C)(1)(a), Cbde!- Anicles
648(B)(3)(i) and 718.1(A) and Articles 502(3) and (4)Q),

603(8) and (12)0), and 610(F), an&WgdAfticie 2315.3 and to enact R.S.

14:81.10) and R.S. 15:541(24)(c), relativ to pornography involving juveniles; to

change all references of “pornograp involving juveniles” to “child sexual abuse

materials”; to provide relative tithe effects of these changes; and to provide for

related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legisla e of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 4:73.8(A), (C), and (D), 81.1(A), (B)(8) and (9), (E)( 1) through (4)

and (5)(a) and (J<”(F)(2), (3)(b) and (c), (4), and (5)(inlsoductoxy paragraph) and (d),/ 4(iniic. (‘as)
89.l(A)(29Y(i), 91.2(B), and 91.5(A)(l) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

14:8,frfth is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§73.8. Unauthorized use of a wireless router system; poisiuwavli) iiivulvhig

child sexual abuse materials; penalty

A. Unauthorized use of a wireless router system is the accessing or causing

to be accessed of any computer, computer system, computer network, or any part

thereof via any wireless router system for the purposes of uploading, downloading,
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I but not be limited to prohibitions against accessing sites containing information on
2 the manufacturing or production of bombs or other incendiary devices.

4 Section 4. R.S.46:5 I .2(C)(1)(a) is hereby am:nded4iaeeadas follows:
5 §51.2. Criminal history and central registry information
6 * * *

7 C.( 1) No prospective foster or adoptive parent or relative guardian shall be
8 finally approved for placement of a child or to receive kinship guardian assistance
9 payments until it is determined that the prospective foster or adoptive parent, or

10 relative guardian and any other adult living in the home ofthe relative guardian, does
11 not have any of the following:

12 (a) A felony conviction for child abuse or neglect; for spousal abuse; for a
13 crime against children, including child pornography or child sexual abuse materials;
14 or for a crime involving violence including rape, sexual assault, or homicide, but not
15 including other assault or battery.

16 * * *

17 Section 5. Code of Criminal Procedure Articles ±48B (3*)-’7 18.1(A) and (B),
18 are hereby amended and resnaet read as follows:

19 Art. 648. Procedure after determination of mental capacity or incapacity

20 * * *

21 8.

22 * * *

23 (3) If, alter the hearing, the court determines that the incompetent defendant

24 is unlikely in the foreseeable future to be capable of standing trial, the court shall

25 order the defendant released or remanded to the custody ofthe Louisiana Department

26 of Health which, within ten days exclusive of weekends arid holidays, may institute

27 civil eommitmentproeeedings pursuant to Title 28 ofthe Louisiana Revised Statutes

28 of 1950, or release the defendant. The defendant shall remain in custody pending

29 such civil commitment proceedings. If the defendant is committed to a treatment

30 facility pursuant to Title 28 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the director

Page l2of 16
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(12) “Crime against the child” shall include the commission of or the
attempted commission of any of the following crimes against the child as provided
by federal or state statutes:

* * *

(1) Pulllvlapl.y vulviiigjniiilca Child sexual abuse materials.

* * *

Art. 610. Reporting procedure; reports to the legislature and the United States
Department of Defense Family Advocacy Program

* * *

F. Any commercial film orphotographic print processor who has knowledge
of or observes, within the scope of this professional capacity or employment, any
film, photograph, video tape, negative, or slide depicting a child who he knows or

should know is under the age of seventeen years, which constitutes child

pornography or child sexual abuse materials as defined in Article 603, shall report

immediately to the local law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the case.

The reporter shall provide a copy of the film, photograph, videotape, negative, or

slide to the agency receiving the report.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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14
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18
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23

24

25

26
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28

29

30

* *

Section 7. Civil Code Article 2315.3 is

S

to read as

f

L

I
$

1

2
a
‘

tHzr

-)---
-i
t

0
2

Art. 2315.3. Additional damages; child pornography: child sexual abuse materials

In addition to general and special damages, exemplary damages may be

awarded upon proof that the injuries on which the action is based were caused by a

wanton and reckless disregard for the rights and safety of the person through art act

ofpoinOsiapli, hAvulvinbjuvcuulca child sexual abuse materials, as defined by R.S.I
14:8 1.1, regardless of whether the defendant was prosecuted for his acts.

vç/ctcLo2ctio. ztflSection 8. Nothing in this Act a leviates any person arrested/onvicted or

adjudicated delinquent for pornography involving juveniles prior to)htective date of thisCActc Lo2c o.ZI E. c/’(2o2JAct from any requirement, obligadon, or consequence—4rulposed by law as a result of that

arrest, conviction, or adjudication inch dirrgit not limited to any requirements regarding
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1 the setting of bail, sex offender registration and notification, parental rights, probation,

HB NO. 268 r\

2

3 H
4 j

parole, sentencing, or any other requirement, obligation, or consequence imposed by law as
a result of that arrest, conviction, or adjudication.

Section 9. This Act shall be cited and referred to as “The Audrey Wasconie Act”.

s
SPEAKER Or7HE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

APPROVED:

LOUISIANA

/
zsiLL

I
I:

I
t

Page 16 of 16

CODiNG: Words in 5t1-uck tl type are deletions from existing law; words knderscrarc additions.



C
.,

to 0
,

C
, r.
r

=
1 fm

tJ
IN

.

r
2

r

r f,
=

4
to

;a tr
r

t ef
li r
e

V
N

e
t

9 t
t

°
rf

l:
.

CD
C

2
r

•0
I

= t
c
5

CD r
!!

•‘
P

= o

riD a a

“a C a a —
.

C

—
3

C
.) z
z
E



0.

ACT 131
ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO.96

BY REPRESENTATIVES KNOX AND CHASSION LaSteLw r4tt!te

I E!sTo: AL-I-

________

Note: cc€ 4TlAcdtfFv €pIrcHFcr

/
1

ANACT

2 To amend and reenact KS. .115364(1), R.S. 14C), 34.1(B), and 34.7(B), R.S.
3 4t51 199.23(2), R.S. 17:269 and 1915(Article!iI)(R), R.S. 373651(N) and 3662(2),
4 R.S. 46:121(1 )(a) and (4)(introductory paragraph), and R.S. 41463. 195(C), relative
S to definitions of the United States Armed Forces; to provide for the inclusion of the
6 United States Space Force in various statutory definitions of United States Armed
7 Forces; and to provide for related matters.

8 Be it enacted by the Legislawre of Louisiana:

9 Section 1. R.S, 13:53640) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

10 §5364. Definitions

/11 For the purposes of this Chapter:

12 (1) “Veteran” means a former or current member of the United States Armed

13 Forces or organized militia of the several states and territories, including but not

14 limited to a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force. Marine Corps.

15 Coast Guard, National Guard, Air National Guard, Reserves, State Guard, or a

16 commissioned officer of the Public Health Service, Environmental Science Services

17 Administration, or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or its

18 predecessor, the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.

19 4’ * *

20 Section 2. KS. 14:34(C), 34.1(B), and 34.7(B) are hereby amended and reenacted

21 to read as follows: ._—--

22 §34. Aggravated battery

23 * * *

Page 1 of6

CODING: Words in t1uh type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



.
•.

;,.,

HB NO. 96
ENROLLED

I C. For purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following
2 meanings:

3 (1) “Active member of the United States Armed Forces” shall mean an active
4 member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United
S States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United

I6 States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.

7 (2) “Disabled veteran” shall mean a veteran member of the United States
F8 Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air

9 Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National

10 Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran I.
11 Affairs.

12 §34.1. Second degree battery

13 * * *

14 B. For purposes of this Sec&n, the following words shall have the following

15 meanings:

16 (1) “Active member ofthe United States Armed Forces” shall mean an active

17 member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United

18 States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United K -

19 States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.

20 (2) “Disabled veteran” shall mean a veteran member of the United States

21 Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air

22 Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National

23 Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran

24 Affairs.

25 * * *

26 §34.7. Aggravated second degree battery

27 * * *

28 B. For purposes of this Siion, the following words shall have the following

29 meanings: F
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2 member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United
3 States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Snace Foice, the United
4 States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.

5 (2) “Disabled veteran” shall mean a veteran member of the United States
6 Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air
7 Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National
8 Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran
9 Affairs.

ii
Section3.Z5:ll9923(2) is hereb nacted to read as follows

12 §1199.23. Definitions

13 ForthepurposesofthisP

14 * * *

15 (2) “Veteran” means an honorably or generally discharged member of the
16 United States Armed Forces or organized militia of the several states and territories,

17 including but not limited to a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,
18 Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Guard, Air National Guard, Reserves. State

19 Guard, or a commissioned officer of the Public Health Service, Environmental

20 Science Services Administration, or National Oceanic and Atmospheric

21 Administration, or its predecessor, the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.

to

24 §269. Selective service obligation orientation program

25 The state board of education may establish and administer, and each parish

26 and city school board in the state may maintain in each public school to which

27 applicable a selective service obligation orientation program of insflction which

28 may be part of the required curriculum for all male students in grades higher than the

29 eighth grade m the public schools of this state

I
Page3ofó
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C1 The program so established may require that every male student in the ninth,
2 tenth and eleventh grades be given one hour of non credit instruction during ch 7

L3 semester of each of such grades, by representatives of the Louisiana Selective
4 Service System, in subject matter pertaining to armed forces obligations.
5 Ding the second semester of the eIfih grade every male student may be

7

6 given six hours of instruction, without credit, in matters pertaining to his armed

I
7 forces obhgations, including but not necessarily restricted to matters relating to
8 service in the regular armed forces, the reserves and officer procurement. Such
9 instruction may include one hour of lecture by representatives of each of the

10 following: (1) the Louisiana Selective Service System, (2) the Pd1 F0j3 CS thc

11 United States Air Force, (3) the United States Space Force. (4) the United States

12 Army, (4) (5) the United States Navy, (5) () the United States Marine Corps and

13 (6)0 the United States Coast Guard.

14 * * *

15 §1915. Ratification; text of compact

16 * * *

17 ARTICLEII

18 DEFiNITIONS

19 As used in this compact, unless the context clearly requires a different

It20 construction:

21 * * *

22 K ‘Uniformed sece” means the y, Nan, Mr Force, Space Force.
I

23 Marine Corps, Coast Guard as well as the Commissioned Corps of the National

24 Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Services.

25

26

27 asfollows—

28 §3651. Licensure for individuals with military training and experience; licensure by

29 endorsement for military spouses and dependents
V

30 * * *

I Page4ofó
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N. For the purposes of this Se&ion, ‘military” means the armed forces or
reserves of the United States, including the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, Air Force, Space Force, and the reserve components thereof, the National
Guard of any state, the Military Reserves of any state, or the naval militia of any
state.

* * *

3662. Definitions

/
As used in this Chapter, the following words have the following meanings

unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

(2) “Military medical personnel” means an individual who has recently
served as a medic in the United States Army, medical technician in the United States

Air Force or United States Space Force, or corpsman in the United States Navy or

the United States Coast Guard and who was discharged or released from such service

under conditions other than dishonorable.

§121. Definitions

For purposes of this Pt, the following terms shall be defined as follows:

(I) “Activated military person” means a person domiciled in Louisiana for

civilian purposes who names Louisiana as Home of Record (HOR) for military

purposes, and who is any of the following:

(a) A member of a reserve component of the United States Anuy, Navy, Air

Force, Space Force. Marine Corps, or Coast Guard, including the Louisiana National

Guard, and called to active federal service in excess of thirty days.

* * *

(4) “Honorably discharged military person” means a person domiciled in

Louisiana who is a veteran ofthe United States Anny, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,

Marine Corps, or Coast Guard who was on full-time active duty in the military
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service of the United States and received an honorable discharge and has met arty of
the following conditions:

Section 7.!f:463.195(c)i&herebywaended-aM?eenactedteadas follows:
§463.195. Special prestige license plate; “Blue Star Mothers”

6 * * *

C. The special prestige license plate shall be issued, upon application, in the
same manner as any other motor vehicle license plate, to a Louisiana resident who
submits written evidence that the applicant is the owner of a motor vehicle and is the
spouse, sibling, parent, or child of a person serving or who has served in the armed

/forces of the United States. As used in this Subsection, “armed forces of the United

States” means persons serving or who have served in the United States Army, Navy,

Air Force, Space Force, Marines, and Coast Guard, reservists, and members of the

National Guard. The plate issued under this Section shall not be transferable between

motor vehicle owners. In the event the owner of a motor vehicle issued a “Blue Star

Mothers” plate should sell, trade, exchange, or otherwise dispose of such vehicle, the

plate shall be retained by original applicant to whom the plate was issued.

* * *
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NO DE35
HOUSE BJLLNO. 116 CIrnItftt3n c
BY REPRESENTATIVES EGAN, ADAMS, AMEDEE, BAYHAM, CHASSION, CREWSDAVIS, DICKERSON, EMERSON, HORTON, JACKSON, KNOX, SPELLSTAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON, AND WYBLE

I

2 To enact R.S. 46:122(8)0) and (8) and)C), relative to the Louisiana Military Family

I
Assistance Fund; to expand authorized expenditures of the fi.xnd to include

4 indigent veteran burials an indigent student benefits; to provide for annual grants
5 from the fund; to proj4’for application requirements for the grants; to provide for
6 use of the grant s; to provide for audits of the grantees; and to provide for related
7 matters.

8 Be it enacted b he Legislature of Louisiana:

9 se4n 1. R.S. 46:122(B)(7) and (8) and (C) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

10 §122. Louisiana Military Family Assistance Fund

* * *

12 8. The money in the fund shall be used solely for the following purposes:

13 t * *

14 (7) To pay, at the discretion of the Louisiana Military Family Assistance fr
15 Board, burial fees and costs for deceased indigent veterans or their spouses. For

16 purposes of this Seop “indigent” is defined as an individual that was receiving

17 public assistance, such as food stamps. Temporary Assistance to Needy Families.

18 Medicaid. disability insurance, or residimz in public housing. or earninu less than two

19 hundred percent of the Federal Poverty Guideline prior to their death.

20 (8) To pay sums necessary for expenses of eligible beneficiaries under R.S.

21 29:288, as limited by the provisions of R.S. 29:289. t
22 C. 1) The Louisiana Military Family Assistance Board shall have the

23 authority to. issue annual zrants from the Military Family Assistance Fund ‘to.

24 tax-exemnt oriianizations established under Section 5O1(c)(3) of the Internal

Page 1 of2
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Revenue Code, that have been in existence for at least three years. The board shall
consider applications only from omanizations seeking to improve the education,
mental health, or housinQ needs of veterans and their families. Each one-time grant
shall be limited to ten thousand dollars. The board’s urant authority shall be
cumulatively limited to one hundred thousand dollars in any fiscal year.

I.2 Applicants shall submit a specific proposal for the use of any grant. Grant
fimds shall be used only in accordance with the proiect proposal and buduet
abproved by the board.

(3) Grant funds shall not be used as collateral, to offset other financial

obligations, including interest payments on lines ofcredit and securing or servicing
debt, or to meet cash flow or general operatiniz expenses that are unrelated to the
purpose of the grant proposal as defmed in the grant aureement letter.

(4) Grantees shall be required to submit a final report outlining the

expenditures of the grant. Grantees are required to retain account records. detailinu

all receipts and expenditures, for a minimum of four years following submission of

the final grant report.

(5) Grantees shall repay any grant funds not used for the grant purpose within

thirty days of submission of the final report required by this Subsection.

6) Grantees shall be subject to audit by the Military Family Assistance Board

and the legislative auditor regarding the use of grant funds.
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 307

BY REPRESENTAnVE HENRY

La. 2tst biw :tttQ
PRINTER’S COPY• I NOiTSH

. cInsrncsan Kc Mo

I .4
a

2 To enact R S .46 2i3 4, relative to pub assistance, to provide for ehgib1ity for certain
3 public assistance programs; prohibit certain individuals from receiving public
4 assistance; to establish porting requirements to certain federal agencies; to require

5 reporting; and to rovide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by t Legislature of Louisiana:

7 S,pki 1. R.S. 46:233.4 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

8 233.4. Verification of citizenship of applicants for public benefits

9 A. Except as prohibited by federal law, a state agency or political

10 subdivision shall verify that each applicant who applies for federal, state, or local

11
.. public benefit is a person who has been recognized as a citizen of the United States

12 by birthright, naturalization, or any other method provided for under apolieable

13 federal law or has satisfactory immigration status as a Qualified alien as defined in
‘V

14 8 U.S.C. 1641(b).

15 B. For an applicant claiming United States citizenship or satisfactory

16 immitzration status under 8 U.S.C. 1641(b). the state agency or political subdivision

17 shall make even’ reasonable effort to ascertain verification of the applicant’s.

1 8 citizenship or immigration status.
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C. Upon the termination of any reasonable opportunity period to verify
2 citizenship status or receipt of a final verification that indicates that the applicant is
3 not a United States citizen or lacks satisfactory immigration statis and has entered
4 the United States without inspection or admission or remained beyond the etpiration
5 of his authorized period of stay, the state agency or political subdivision shall:
6 1 Refer the applicants informatiop includin2 unsatisfactory immigration
7 status, to United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

8 (2) Provide a monthly report compiling the information pursuant to Paragraph

9 I (1) of this Subsection to the secretary of state for voter list maintenance purposes.
10 (3) Terminate any recurring federal, state, or local public benefits as defined
11 in Subsection B of this Section.

12 D. A state aencv or political subdivision that administers federal or state
13 public benefits shall report at the end of each fiscal year to the president of the
14 Senate. speaker of the House of Representatives, governor, and David R. Povnter
15 Legislative Research Library on the results of the citizenship verification
16 requirements of this Se’ion. The report shall include but not be limited to the

17 number of individuals reported to United States Immhuation and Customs

18 Enforcement and the number of individuals who had public assistance terminated in

19 accordance with this Seion.

20 E. For the purposes of this Sectioit a federal, state, or local public benefit

21 shall include any retirement welfare, health. disability, public or assisted housing,

22 food assistance, unemployment benefit or any other similar benefit for which

23 payments or assistance are provided to an individual, household, or family eligibility

24 unit by an agency of the United States. this state, or a political subdivision of this

25 state or by appropriated funds of the United States, this state, or a political

26 subdivision of this state.

27 F. For purposes of any benefits paid by any public pension or retirement

28 system. fund. or plan, the verification of a public employees United States

29 citizenship or satisfactory immigration status at the time of their enrollment in a
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1 public pension or re&ement system, fund, or plan shall satisFy the verification
V2 requirements of Subsection A of this Section.

SPEAKER OrTHE HOUSE OF,REPRESENTATIVES

cM

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 560

BY REPRESENTATIVE EGAN

La ?)te Lw itite
NTE’S Can

‘J1sTo: 4 Pbs. 2
Note:

I $‘ACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 46:437.3(introductory paragraph), (11), (14), and (29), 437.5(8),

3 438.1(A) and (C)(1)(a) and (b), 43.3, 438.6(D)(3), 438.7(3), 439. 1(A),(D), and (G),

439.2(A)(l), (2), (3), and (4)(b), (BX1), (2), (3), (4)(a), and (5), and (F), and

5 439.4(A)(1), (C)(2), (F), and (0), to enact R.S. 46:437.3(31), 437.6(D), 437.7(E),

6 438.5(F), 438.8(B)(3), and tdrepeai R.S. 46:437.3(7), (10), (15), (19), and (24),
I

7 438.6(A)(2) and (3), 438.8(D)(2), 439.1(F), 439.2(F), and 440.3, relative to the

8 Medical Assistance Progrhms Integrity Law; to provide for the prosecution and

9 investigation of fraud r1ated to medical assistance programs; to identi’ fraud and

10 unlawflul acts relate4/ to claims to medical assistance programs; to establish
I /

11 procedure for pursu)hg certain claims; to provide for qui tam actions; to provide for

12 definitions; to pr ide for damages and recovery related to fraudulent claims to

13 medical assist76e programs; and to provide for related matters.

14 Be it enacted by the egislature of Louisiana:

15 Section i./its. 46:437.3(introductory paragraph), (11), (14), and (29), 437.5(B).

16 438.1(A) and,ftéXl)(a) and (b), 438.3, 438.6(D)(3), 438.7(3), 439.1(A),(D), and (G),

17 439.2(Ax1yi2) (3), and (4)(b), (B)(l), (2), (3), (4)(a), and (5), and (E), and 439.4(A)(1),

18 (C)(2),7 and (G) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 46:437.3(3 1), 437.6(D),

19 437.7/F), 438.5(F), 438.8(B)(3) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
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1 §437.3. Definitions

2 used in tWs Pa the following tes sII have the followg meanings:(i).-() h)-(’)
PALW I

• * * *

(147 “Knowing” or ‘knowingly” means that the person has actual knowledge
5 -• (2J of the information or acts in deliberate ignorance or reckless disregard of the truth t(ii-)—Q96i

. . -6
,._.- or falsity of the information. Lroof of specific intent to defraud is required.u) (Erc,t

7 (c)—(i) —(‘4)-1(k) * * *

(13)
8 (145 ‘Medical assistance programs” means the Medical Assistance Programs

I9 also known as Title XIX otthe Social Security Act and (Ttl,. XIX f thc So.Jal
10 Scum ity Ac9, commonly referred to as “Medicaid”, and other programs Op..saLd by(zS)(U; (zO- L)

11 })_.?(ao)uid fiELdCd in thc dcpcutiicut hid. y1id. paymctt tu hc.aIth taic piuvidcrn.

12 administered by the department.

13
(2s) * * *

14 ($j’’Secretaiy or attorney general” means that either party is authorized to

15 I institute a proceeding or take other authorized action as provided in this Part

16 pursuant to a memorandum of understanding between the two so as to notif’ the

17 public as to whether the secretary or the attorney general is the deciding or

18 controlling party in the proceeding or other authorized rnattcl. matterz however the
V19 secretary may pursue an action pursuant to R.S. 46:438.1 et seq. only if the

20 department referrcd the matter to the attorney Lzeneral and the attorney general

21 notified the secretary, in writing, that he declines to proceed with the matter.

22 h ({D)

* * *

23 9ti “Managed care organization” means any person or entity contracted

24 with the department for the provision or management of healthcare benefits under

25 the medical assistance programs throu!.h a capitated rate.

26 * *

27 §437.5. Settlement

28 * * *

29 B. At a ujinirnaiji, thc Sdth.nnnt .,hll cuSwc that the iv..âvcay aswnd K, by

30 paiti Jyas th,.. t,tiiuaLcd lya su.taincA by th m,4iC,al aabwtarn,C JJa%1an1.
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I The a..ttlcxtaait 3hall i11du& thc mcthtrd and tns.an of payment Rn 1cI..uvury-
2 ludg Ulit itet limikd ;ty fut th fiAl amothit of tl,e sdtlciuc
3 Nothing in this Sejon shall limit the rights of a gui tam plaintiff who brings a gui
4 tam action in accordance with Subpart C of this Part.

5 §437.6. junetive re1ie us pendens; disclosure of property and liabilities
6 * * *

7 D. Nothimi in this Secti’n shall limit the rights of a gui tam plaintiff who
‘FS brings a qui tam action in accordance with Subpart C of this Part.

9 §437.7. Forfeiture of property for payment of recovery

10 * + *

11 E. Nothing in this Section shall limit the rights of a gui tam plaintiff who.

12 brings a gui tam action in accordance with Subpart C ofs Part.

13 * * *

14 §438.1 Civil actions authorized

15 A. The attorney general shall diligently investinate a violation of this P’rt.

16 The secretary or the attorney L1c1al ueneral, on behalf of the state. may institute a

17 civil action in the wuita uf this statc Nineteenth Judicial District Court for the parish

18 of East Baton Rouge or another court of proper jurisdiction to seek recovery from

19 persons who violate the provisions of this Part. The contact of employment of any

20 private counsel, including fee amounts, d all final fees and costs, shall be a public

21 record.

22 * * *

23 C.(I) A prevailing defendant may seek recovery for costs, expenses, fees,

24 and attorney fees only ifthe court finds, following a contradictory hearing, that either

25 of the following apply:

26 (a) The action was instituted by the su’aet&ty i.ii atturnti gen’.ial

27 pursuant to Subsection A this Section after it should have been determined by the

28 i.tmy Oi ttvniey gi.ucial to be frivolous, vexatious, or brought primarily for

29 the purpose of harassment.
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1 (b) The cty vi att0m1.. gu..iaI .Sk proceeded with the action
2 instituted pursuant to Subsection A ‘f this Section after it should have been
3 determined by the StCtcay tn attOsircy gCrscial Sk that proceeding would be
4 frivolous, vexatious, or for the purpose of harassment.

5 * * *

6 §438.3. False or fraudulent claim; rnisrepresentationijinjawffil acts

7 A. No person shall knog1y present or cause to be presented a false or
8 fraudulent claim for payment or auDroval.

9 B. No person shall knowingly engage in misrepresentation or knowiirnly

10 make, use, or cause to be made or used, a false record or statement material to a false
11 or fraudulent claim.

12 C. No person shall knowingly make, use, or cause to be made or used, a false

13 record or statement material to an obligation to pay or transmit money or property

14 to the medical assistance programs, or tci knowingly conceal or lcnowiiwl

15 and improperly ayoid, avoid or decrease an obligation to pay or transmit money or

16 property to the medical assistance programs.

17 D. No pci.uii altall uiiapiic to dcfiaud, Or attuipt to defraud, thc

18 rnt.c yiOgiaiu tliivuli uuicjizt..utatiuu oi by obtanirn, vi atkmytm to

19 obtam, payuswt fyi p fplp vi fiabdulciit clau. No person shall conspire to defraud

20 the medical assistance prourams or conspire to commit a violation of this Part.

21 EJJ) No person shall knowingly submit a claim for goods, services, or

22 supplies which wcrc medically unnecessary or which were of substandard quality or

23 quantity.

24 (2) If a managed care health care provider or a health care provider operating

25 under a voucher system under the medical assistance programs fails to provide

26 medically necessary goods, services, or supplies or goods, services, or supplies

27 which are of substandard quality or quantity to a recipient, and those goods, services,

28 or supplies are covered under the managed care contract or voucher contract with the

29 medical assistance programs, such failure shall constitute a violation of Paragraph
V

30 (1) of this Subsection.
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1 (3) ‘Substandard quality” in reference to services applicable to medical care
V2 as used in this Subsection shall mean substandard as to the appropriate standard of

3 care as used to determine medical malpractice, including but not limited to the
V4 standard of care provided in R.S. 9:2794.

5 F.No person shall knowingly make or cause to be made a claim under the
6 medical assistance prmuams for any of the following:

7 (1) A service or product that has not been approved or prescribed by a
8 treating physician or health care practitioner.

9 (2) A service or product that is substantially inadequate or inanoropriate
10 when compared to generally recognized standards within the particular discipline or
11 within the health care industn.

12 3J_A product that has been adulterated, debased, mislabeled, or is otherwise

13 inappropriate.

14 G. No catiun shII Uc bLyuLt d1 U Stiyn unka, th amuwit yf

15 alld attual ck4uages iS dOlla. gi iuui. No person shall knowingly

16 make. cause to be made, induce, or seek to induce the makinL of a false statement

17 or misrepresentation of material fact concerning an’ of the followipg

18 (1) The condition or operation of a facility in order that the facility may

19 qualify for certification or recertification required by the medical assistance

20 programs including but not limited to certification or recertification of any of the

21 followiiw:

22 (a) A hospital.

23 (bi A nursing facility or skilled nursing facility.

24 A hospice.

25 d) An intermediate care facility for people with developmental disabilities.

26 An assisted living facility.

27 (1) A home health aencv.

28 (2) Information the person is required to produce to the department by

29 federal or state law, rule, regulation, or provider a2reerpent.
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1 EL No provider or provider-in-fact shall fail to pr vide to the department
2 gQrnc’ueneraJ. legislative auditor, or other anropriate state agency infonnatjon
3 required to be provided by law. rule. or contractual provision.
4 1. No person shall defraud or attempt to defraud the medical assistance
5 programs through misrepresentation.

6 J.No person shall obtain or attempt to obtain payment for a false or
7 fraudulent claim.

8 K. It shall be unlawful for a managed care organization or a subcontractor
9 to a managed care organization that contracts with the department or other state

10 auencv to provide or arrange to provide health care benefits or services to individuals
11 eliuible under the medical assistance programs and knowingly do any of the

12 following:

13 (1) Fail to provide an individual a healthcare benefit or service that the

14 organization is required to provide under the contract with the department.

15 (2) Fail to provide to the department, attorney general. legislative auditor,

16 or other appropriate state agency information reciuired to be provided by law. rule,

17 or contractual provision.

18 (3 Enuage in fraudulent activity in connection with the enrollment of an

19 individual eligible under the medical assistance programs or in connection with

20 marketinu the oruanizations services to an individual eligible under the medical

21 assistance programs.

22 L. No person shall make a claim under the medical assistance prourams and

23 knowinulv misrepresent the identification of the healthcare provider who actually

24 provided the service when such identification is necessary to obtain payment for the

25 claim.

26 Each violation of this Section may be treated as a separate violation

27 or may be combined into one violation at the option of the secretary or the attorney

28 general.

29 H. No action brought pursuant to this Section shall be instituted later than

30 ten years after the date upon which the alleged violation occurred.

31 * * *
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1 §43 8.5. Civil monetary penalty

2 * * *

3 I F. Nothing in this Sectin shall limit the rights of a gui tam plaintiff who
4 brirnis a ciui tarn action in accordance with Subpart C of this Part. t
5 §438.6. Recovery

6 * *

7 D.

8 * * *

9 (3) The c..rctaay Ca attui.i..y gt.nCial shall promptly remit awards for

10 those costs, expenses, and fees incurred by the various clerks of court or sheriffs

11 involved in the investigations or proceedings to the appropriate clerk or sheriff

12 * * *

13 §438.7. Reduced damages

14 If requested by the secretary or the attorney general, the court may reduce to

15 not less than twice the actual damages or any recovery required to be imposed under

16 the provisions of this Subpart if all of the following extenuating circumstances are

17 found to be applicable:

18 * * *

19 (3) At the time the violator furnished the information concerning the specific

20 allegation to the &pwtncnt thc att..nu...y u..aal state, no criminal prosecution,

21 civil action, or dcyaimicntal mvuztigatwsi UI p1v.4uig adnumstrative action had

22 been commenced as to the alleged vil0tion. violation, and the violator did not have

23 actual knowle&e of the existence of an investiiiation into such a violation.

24 §438.8. Burden of proot prima facie evidence; standard of review

25 * * *

26 B. Proof by a preponderance of the evidence of a false or fraudulent claim

27 or illegal remuneration shall be deemed to exist under the following circumstances:

28 * * *

29 1) Notwithstandin am other provision of law. rules of criminal procedure.

30 or the rules of evidence to the contrary, a final judtment rendered in favor of the

I Page7ofl3
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1 state in any criminal proceeding chanting fraud or false statements, whether upon a
2 verdict after trial or upon a plea of uuiltv or nob contendere. shall prevent the
3 defendant from denying the essential elements of the offense in any action involvia
4 the same transaction as in the criminal proceeding and brought by the saactajior

5 attorney ueneral pursuant to’Sttkrt 8-sc-thtfar?z gui tam action puruant to

6 Subpart Cf this Part.

7 * * *

8 §439.1. Qui tam action civil action filed by private person

9 A. A private person may mstitute a civil action in the courts of this state on

10 behalf of the ,ii$iCal aiôtarnh piugicuitS and himself to seek recovery for a
V.

11 violation of R.S. 46:438.2,438.3, or 438.4 pursuantto the provisions ofthis Subpart.

12 The institutor shall be known as a “qui tam plaintiff’ and the civil action shall be

13 known as a “qui tam action’. The action may be dismissed only if the court and the

14 attorney iieneral give written consent to the dismissal and reasons for consenting.

15 * * *

16 D.(I) Unless the action is brouuht by the state or the gui tam plaintiff is an

17 original source of information. The the court shall dismiss an action or claim in

18 accordance with this Sion, unless opposed by the gu’scainua1t, Le if

19 substantially the same allegations or transactions as alleged in the action or claim

20 were publicly disclosed in any of the following:

21 (a) A criminal, civil, or administrative hearing in whichthe go vciimn..i,t

22 or its agent is a party.

23 (b) A Ut gLJvtiuhLiAit ai.wuntability oflke utht fLdc.al

24 icpurt, state lettislative or other state hearing, report. audit, or investigation.

25 (c) The news media. media, 0L th adivu iS b14ht by th attunlcy

26 gi1CIJ o’ tl1 b1h11g d atiom iS i.igiii stn fdt fuiusativsi.

27 (2) For the purposes of this Subsection, “original source” means an

28 individual who, prior to a public disclosure in accordance with this Subsection, has

29 voluntarily disclosed to the uv.LltLJLcflte the information on which allegations

30 or transactions in a claim arc based or who has knowledge that is indepcndent of and

Pagegofl3
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1 materially adds to the publicly disclosed allegations or transactions, and who has
2 [ voluntarily provided the information to the guviimiuiit before filing an action
3 in accordance with this Subaa

4: * * *

5 G. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a qui tam complaint and

6 information fild with th accictaty tn attun c’ic’al delivered to the state shall not

7 be subject to discovery or become public record until judicial service of the qui tam

8 action is made on any of the defendants, except that the information contained

9 therein may be given to other governmental cntities or their authorized agents for

10 review and investigation. The entities and their authorized agents shall maintain the

11 confidentiality of the information provided to them under this Substion.

12 §439.2. Qui tam action procedures

13 A. The following procedures shall be applicable to a qui tam action:

14 (1) The complaint shal] be captioned: “MeditA iti $ge

15 of Louisiana Lx ReL: [insert name of qui tam plaintiff(s)J v. [insert name of

16 defendant(s)]’. The qui tam complaint shall be filed with the appropriate state or

17 Cederat district court.

18 (2) A copy of the qui tam complaint and written disclosure of substantially

19 all material evidence and information each qui tam plaintiffpossesses shall be served

20 upon the ScictaLy oi tlic attuiiiiy iii.aal in accordance with the applicable

21 rules of civil procedure.

22 (3) When a person brings an action in accordance with this Subpart, no

23 pivii utlici tliaxi tl11. n1ttcuy vi attuL1c guncial person or entity other than the

24 may intervene or bring a related action based on the nc facts underlying the

25 pending action.

26 (4)

27 * * *

28 (b) For good cause sho, the &tctaiy ui thc attvtncy gclicial ç may

29 move the court for extensions of time during which the petition remains under seal.

JJ Page9ofl3
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Any such motions may be supported by affidavits or other submissions in camera
2 and under seal.

3 B.(1) If the Ctas..taiy ui the cueraI state elects to intervene in the
4 action, the th attyin shall not be bound by any act of a
5 qui tarn plaintiff. The secretary or the attorney general shall control the qui tarn
6 action proceedings on behalf of the state and the qui tarn plaintiff may continue as
7 a party to the action, action, subject to the limitations set forth in this Seion and

8 R.S. 46:439,3. For prescription purposes, any government complaint in intervention,

9 whether filed separately or as an amendment to the 1WL1.3 gui tarn plaintiffs

10 complaint, shall relate back to the filing date of the complaint, to the extent that the

11 claim of the government arises out of the conduct, transactions, or occurrences set

12 forth, or attempted to be set forth, in the iclatss’s gui tam plaintiff’s complaint.

13 (2) Th. gui taut plaintiff and ha .uunscl altall oopaak f1l the

14 sictajy ui th attutiiCy dmii.% th pcndei.cy of tlic gui tant auivti. Upon a showing

15 by the state durinu the course of the litigation b’ the gui tarn plaintiff that the action

16 would interfere with or unduly delay the state’s prosecution of the ease, or it would

17 be repetitious. irrelevant, or for the purposes of harassment. the court may. in its

18 discretion, impose limitations on the Gui tarn plaintiffs participation. includirw hut

19 not limited to all of the followima:

20 a) Limiting the number of witnesses the ani tam plaintiff may call.

21 j, Limitinz the lenLth of a witness’ testimony.

22 (C) Limitirm the gui tarn plaintiffs cross-examination of a witness.

23 (d) Otherwise limitinu the participation of the gui tam plaintiff in the

24 liti&zation.

25 (3) If requested by the .ctaty o the attuniy gitcial and

26 notwithstanding the objection of the qui tarn plaintiff, the court may dismiss the qui

27 tam action provided the qui tarn plaintiff has been notified by th irtaiy in th

28 I 4turny gcitcsal the state of the filing of the motion to dismiss and the court has

29 provided the qui tarn plaintiff a contradictory hearing on the motion.
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(4)(a) If the n$ictcuy vi th attuLuy .iaial do,53 nut jutci cin, Ua gui tarn

plaintiff ‘hay pivtc.l th tin. gui tarn ativn uuk.o the S4v’taty vi tliit attut tic7

Cncs&l $iiu w that piut.ecdin wvuld adv,aai..Iy afftjt p1ua.utiGiL ufany pciidi4

¼,Irnunal a’.tiuuS 0’ t4unrnal ia 4ivna into the aaivitiis f tin. dofejidaut. Stn.h

a shuwg lal1 L inadc to th iOuaL in t,ansvia and 11Jthei thc gui tarn plaintiff-ui

th dfe,tdaut aholl Ut. ifu114 of th. inftnumtiuu 1t.k4 in t.aincla. U1 wljj.h

t.aat, tla gui tarn adivn 5halI bt. i.tayJ ft siv invit. than uiic yeas. Whether or not

the state proceeds with the actioa upon a showinqby the state that certain actions

of discover by the qul tarn plaintiff would interfere with the investigation or

proceediiws of a criminal or civil matter arising out ofthe same facts. the court may

stay such discovery for a period ofnot more than sixty days. The court shall conduct

an in-camera showing in accordance with this SubpaIraph. The court may extend

the sinyrda peod upon a fiher show4camer&’at the state has psued the

criminal or civil investiuation or proceedWffl reasonable diligence and any

proposed discovery in the gui tam action will inteffere with the ongoing criminal or

civil investigation or proceedings

* * *

(5) If thc qui tarn plaintiff vbjt to a LtLrncnt of t]ii.. t iii tarn at.tiOfl

p:uputd U7 th ciictaty vi th attvihs.wy eucsal, t& caurt uiay aLLthv1io the

Scttleiut.iit only 0fte1 a ht.1tt to detisuine whc#thi tlu jnupuCd Sdtlt.rn...nt iS

adcquatc, and ic.wunoblc tin. t.inu tahn.c. The state may settle the Gui tam

action with the defendant notwithstanding the objection of the gui tam plaintiffifthe

court determines, after a hearing. that the proposed settlement is fair. adequat%a

reasonable under the circumstances. The court may conduct the hearing in camera

upon a showinu of good cause.

* * *

E. If the state elects not to proceed with the action, the ci ui tam plaintiff shall

have the rbiht to conduct the action. At the state’s request. the The qui tam plaintiff

and the defendant shall serve all pLadiita and papCi fiLl, a. yIl aa dipwC, y’.,,. y, in

thc gui tans catiOn the pt.t.lCtcny all3 the altOnity hisal the state with all
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1 pjca4jns in the action and supply the state with copies of all deposition franscriyts
2 at_the state.s expense.

3 * * *

4 §43 9.4. Recovery awarded to a qui tam plaintiff

5 A.( 1) Except as provided by Subsection D olthis Section and Paragraph3)

6 of this Subsection, if the i..tmy ui thu attuIiav gem.iJ intci icj2rQcee
7 in the action brought by a qui tam plaintiff, the qui tam plaintiff shall receive at least

8 fifteen percent, but not more than twenty-five percent, of recovery.

9 * * *

10 C.

11 * * *

12 (2) If the ui.taiy 0’ tliC attuiiicy aiial does not intervene and the

13 qui tam plaintiffconducts the action, the court slmlf jy award costs, expenses, fees,

14 and attorney fees to a prevailing defendant ifthe court fmds that the alLgatui 11d

15 by th. gui tarn plaintiff vwi.LC u11tk3 vi bivuglit piiiiiaiily fo. tb.. putpuaca-uf

16 liasa.,,iuuiit. claims of the gui tam plaintiff were dearly frivolous. clearly vexatious.

17 or primarily for the purposes of harassment. A Gdi by tli uuit thpt gui tan,

18 allcgatiOua ‘N¼It uicaitlea OL biouslit plmiatlly fyi the puip0&.. vflia.iai,it.it may

19 Lu utd by thu ptuvailiiig dcfcudaiit thu qua tarn adiuii ui any otlici tavtl

20 1 utt._din to iei..uvui lu,ua ui dainagc austauied a a ic,ult of thu gut taiii plaintiff

21 tiling mid puxsuin sudi a gui tani atiui,.

22 * * *

23 F. In no instance shall th t.’ctny, thc u1Jical a ,tanc iiU4a1iL3, tiIC

24 attoiiiey IiIa1, ui thu ,tatu the state. includin but not limited to am state

25 department. auencv, or boar4 be liable for any costs, expenses, fees, or attorney fees

26 incurred by the qui tam plaintiff or for any award entcred against the qui tam

27 plaintift

28 G. The percentage of the share awarded to or settled for by the qui tam

29 plaintiff shall be determined using the total amount of the avva,d vi adtlciiiuiit

30 uipceeds of the action or settlement of the claim.
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ACT9L
2025 Regular Session

LED
SENATE BILL NO.24

BY SENATOR MCMATH

La. $tatq Lmw htztItt@
PPUNTER’S CO’Y

NO aE3jTt)
CassIfic&?an R c 4L

AN/CT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 4644o. 1 (2’rough (F), relative to the Medicai Assistance
3 Programs Fraud Detection F nd; to provide for the dedication of certain revenues
4 I and for the deposit and,y of monies in the fund; to limit the amount of monies in

5 the fund; to Provor the allocation of monies from the d; to provide for an
6 effective da,/’nd to provide for related matters.

7 Be it enacted b he Legislature of Louisiana:

8 S on 1. R.S. 46:440.1(B) through (F) are hereby amended and reenacted to read

9 asfo ows:

10 §440.1. Medical Assistance Programs Fraud Detection Fund

11 * * *

12 B. After compliance with the requirements ofArticle VII, Scion 9(B) ofthe

13 Constitution of Louisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund, and

14 prior to monies being placed in the state general fund, all monies received by they

15 state entity related to a recovery, fine, or penalty pertaining to the medical

16 assistance programs, including all monetary sanctions assessed against

17 providers and managed care organizations, after accounting for any federal

18 share, and excludin? any third party liability and estate recoveries as defined

19 by federal regulation, puiuaiit to a t.ivll anud ,tanted vi cttLnpnt uiidi Ua.

20 of th1s Pact, cxcupt foi thc &uoit to m&kc thc rndic Snti

21 piu,iaiii5 l1L, shall be deposited into the fund.

22 C. r;ft, pL.dctnt f thc After allocation of an amount sufficient to fully

23 fund the Medicaid fraud control unit within the office of the attorney general.

24 the remaining monies coIlck4 and dcj.iusited h1to iii the fund shall be allocated

Page 1 of 3
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I follows:

2 (11 Fifty percent to the Medicaid f’1ud Coutwl Unit fraud control unit
witn the office of the atomey general.

4 fr(2i Fifty percent of th ntG,tiC .ullcctcd &1d &poitcd into th. fund shall
5 lx allucatcd to the Louisiana Department of Health pronm intearitv section. to
6 1,c 5d sulcly ftn Mcdcaid f1d dctctiuis and Uic ytayua yificd in
7 sub...t;01, i: fthL,

8 D. The balance of the fund shall not exceed twenh million dollars. An’s’
9 monies collected pursuant to Subsection B this ction in excess of the cntv

10 million dollar fund balance shall be used to fund the medical assistance

11 programs.

12 B. The monies in the fund shall be used to fund the Medicaid fraud

13 control unit within the office of the attorney general and the Louisiana

14 Department ofHealth program integrity section. The monies in the fund shall not

15 be used to replace, displace, or supplant state general fbnds appropriated for the daily

16 operation of the deaitiii.nt Louisiana Department of Health, the office of the

17 attonejeneni, or the medical assistance programs± d ulay be appiopiiatcd by

18 th lcgilat f1 th folIuwia pmpu3C3 mAy.

19 (1) T a5 wtS vi cXps.ats’e inunCd by th &pt11nt tL attumy

20 Ciaial ,clativ hi ai atiUn fltaLted ySuant hi tlus Part.

21 i (2) T nhanc f1$dab3 &tectioi,d t;vi&a ,elatcd hi

22 the mJkal sbst1eC piviann, indudin th ptivitin of th tk fo,ee

23 eveidinatiun of Medicaid fiud &te,tieu and pivcutivu iintiativc t.tob1i&d

24 ymdanttvSUbyartDl &fthsr0it.

25 (3) T paj icw&da L intiunwun fiaad and abe aa

26 iLL Subpart B oft1 Pat

27 H 4) To pivi& a SOwt of.vwue fui th Md1 Aiatie Po&’ :n-the

28 cvent of a d1ange in fede1al o1Ly whid1 ieult in in tate rtiepation

29]’ or a shortfall in sfl ,1_jal ftand du h a dee1ea in the ffieia1 fijrecGst, as

30 &fi1ied R.S. 39.2(30), duiiu a fistal ya,.
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1 Section 2. Ibis Act shall become effective on July 1,
2 and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act si

3 following such approval by the legislature or July 1, 2’
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by the governor

become effective on the day

is later.

PREEy’ôF THE SENATE

OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED

/
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ACT 421
La. ite L?J t&te

2025 R PjflEq’3 CO?Yegu ar essiori Es To:JS kb Pjs.2 flROLLEll
SENATE BILL NO. 130 Note:

BY SENATOR CLOUD

Prcfiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

I AN/CT

2 To enact Subpart F of Part VI-A of Chld3 of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes

of 1950, to be comprised R.S.4I440.21, relative to Medicaid; to provide for

4 Medicaid eligibility eterminations; to provide for Medicaid program integrity

5 measures; to pr ide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted bh{Legislature of Louisiana:

7 S}P{ I. Subpart F of Part VT-A of Chapter 3 of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised

8 Staji of 1950, comprised of R.S. 46:440.2!, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

9 SUBPART F. MEDICAID PROGRAM INTEGRITY MEASURES

10 44O.21. Medicaid program integrity measures

11 A. The legislature hereby finds and declares the following:

12 (1) It is the policy of this state to protectpublic benefits forthosewho are

13 truly needy and eligible for such benefits and to prevent waste and fraud from

14 limiting available resources and increasing dependency unnecessarily.

15 (2) The Medicaid program provides support to needy households and

16 persons.

17 (31 It is the intent of this Subrt to institute a system of modern and

18 comprehensive interagency data cross-checks and to implement other program

19 integrity measures available to ensure ongoing eligibility for Medicaid and to

20 limit the use of ex parte renewals to the extent allowed.

21 B. The Louisiana Department of Health shall adopt the following

22 measures to verify ongoing eligibility for Medicaid:

23 (1) The Louisiana Department of Health shall not accept eligibility
V7

24 determinations for Medicaid from any exchange established under 42 U.S.C.

Page 1 of4
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l8041(c). The Louisiana Department of Health may accept assessments from an
/2 exchange established under 42 U.S.C. 18041(c), but shall independently veri

3 eli?ibilitv and make eligibility detenninafions.

4 (2) Neither the Louisiana Department of Health nor any state agency
5 that operates as a part of Medicaid mai- rely solely on ex pafle renewals,
6 including but not limited to any waiver granted under Section 1902(e)(l4wA)

of the Social Security Act, unless expressly required by federal law. No later

8 than January 1. 2026, the Louisiana Department of Health shall withdraw any

9 waivers submitted to the federal government that authorize the department to

10 determine or renew eligibility by cx parte renewal.

11 (3) Unless required by federal law, the Louisiana Department of Health

12 shall not accept self-attestation ofLouisiana state residency for initial eligibility

13 determinations or renewals. The Louisiana Department of Health ma’ use

14 technolgv and government data sharine to verify income, residency, household

15 composition, or receipt of other coverage. The Louisiana Department of Health

16 shall not request authority to waive or decline to periodically check any

17 available income-related data sources to verify eligibility for Medicaid.

18 4) The Louisiana Department of Health may use an enhanced income

19 verification platform to verify recipient eligibility. The Louisiana Department

20 ofHealth may procure and enter into a contract for the platform. The platform

21 shall meet all of the following criteria:

22 (a) Use automated, real-time data matching and analytics to detect

23 unreported or under reported income.

24 (b) Consolidate overlapping data to prevent double counting of financial

25 records.

26 (5) The Louisiana Department of Health shall enter into the following

27 data matching agreements to cross-check households enrolled in Medicaid with

28 other state data sets as allowed by law:

29 (a) On at least a monthly basis, the Louisiana Department of Health shall

30 receive and review information from the state registrar of vital records
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concerning individuals enrolled in Medicaid that indicates a change in
2 citdumstancesthatmay affecteligibility forMedicaid, including butnotlimited
3 to death records.

4 (b) On at least a Quarterly basis, the Louisiana Department of Health
violkc5 shall receive and review information from th/ Louisiana WorkfnytT

6 conimissiei?ncerning individuals enrolled in Medicaid that indicates a
7 change in circumstances that may affect eli2ibiljty for Medicaid, including but
8 not limited to changes in emplovuient or wages.

9 (c) On at least a quarterly bj the Louisiana Department of Health

10 shall receive and review information from the Department of Public Safety and

11 Corrections, office of motor vehicles concerning individuals enrolled in

12 Medicaid that indicates a change in residency that may affect cligibility for

13 Medicaid.

14 (d) On at least a semi-annual basis, the Louisiana Department of Health

15 shall receive and review information from the Louisiana Department of

16 Revenue eoncernin individuals enrolled in Medicaid that indicates a change in

17 circumstances that may affect eligibility for Medicaid, including but not limited

18 L to potential changes in income, wages, or residency as identified b tax records.

19 (e) The Louisiana Department of Health shall implement a platform to

20 receivc and review information on at least an annual basis concerning

21 incarceration status of individuals enrolled in Medicaid.

22 LLLOn at least a monthly basis, the Louisiana Department of Health shall

23 receive and review information from the Social Security Administration

24 concerning the disability status of individuals enrolled in Medicaid.

25 (6) On at least a quarterly basis, the Louisiana Department of Health

26 shall publish on its website, data regarding findings ofnoncompliance and fraud

27 investigations in Medicaid for the following aggregate, nonconfidential, and

28 nonpersonallv identifying information:

29 (a) The number of Medicaid cases investigated for intentional program

30 violations or fraud.
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I (b) Total number of Medicaid cases referred to the attorney eneral’s
2 office for prosecution.

3 (ci Improper payments and expenditures.

4 (d) Monies recovered.

5 (e) Aggregate data concernrn2 improper payments and ineligible
6 recipients as a percentage of those investigated and reviewed.

7 Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the gove or or, if’ not
8 signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law wi out signature
9 by the governor, as provided by Article HI, Section 18 of thc Constituti/of Louisiana. If

/10 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature his Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

PRESI - ENATE

SPE ER F U ‘ REPRESENTATIVES

I GOVE OF THE F OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:

ZezC
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To enact R.S. 22:1077.4 and R.S. 46:447.4,,e1ative to perinatal behavioral health treatment;
I’

to require commercial insurap& and Medicaid coverage for voluntary inpatient

treatment following a pe atal psychiatric diagnosis; to provide for definitions; to

for applica ity relative to coverage plans; and to provide for related

Be it enacted by e Legislature of Louisiana:

Sesi 1. R.S. 22:1077.4 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

1O77.4. Inpatient treatment following a perinatal psychiatric diagnosis;

commercial insurance

A. Any health benefit plan offered by a health insurance issuer that

nrovides mental health benefits with respect to treatment for perinatal

psychiatric diagnoses shall provide coverage for voluntary inpatient treatment

for a patient with a perinatal psychiatric diagnosis. Inpatient admissions.

including overnight stays, and medications resulting from treatments, including

infusions and prescriptions, and counseling shall be covered services.

B. All decisions regarding voluntary inpatient treatment following a

perinatal psychiatric diagnosis shall be made solely by an attending physkian.

physician assistant, psychiatrist, psychologist, medical psychologist, or nurse
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SENATE BILL NO. 42

BY SENATORS SELDERS, BARROW, DUPLESSIS, FOIL, TALBOT AND WHEATAND REPRESENTATIVES BAYHAM, BERAULT, BILLINGS,CARLS0N, CARRIER, WThFORD CARTER, CHASSION, DAVIS,DESHOTEL, DEVILLIER, DOMANGUE, FREEMAN, FREJBERG,HEBERT, HILFERTy, HUGHES, M[KE JOHNSON, TRAVISJOHNSON, KNOX, MANDIE LANDRy, LARVADAIN, MARCELLEMCMAKIN, MENA, MILLER, MOORE, NEWELL, PHELPS, SPELL,STAGNI, TAYLOR, WALTERS, WILLARD AND WYBLE
Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.
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1
with the patient. All levels of maternal mental

2
as provided for in this Section shall be considered

3 mi1J3Lnecessa-y and shall not be excluded from coverage. The treating
4 nhxicianhsician assistant, psychiatrist, psychologist, medical psychologist,

eAJ C4 CL’5 ornurse practitioner shall consider recognized avjdcnccd based stan4aidcci
6 as guide1ine of lnteroual or Miffiman Care Guidelines (MCG), in magg
7 treatment recommendations. Health insurance issuers shall not deny covemg
8 for voluntary inpatient treatment for a natient with a perinatal psychiatric
9 diagnosis that is consistent with these standards.

I /10 C. Any voluntary admission covered by this Section shall be in

accordance with ItS. 28:52.

12 D. The coverage reQuired pursuant to this Section may be subject to

13 annual deductibles, coinsurance, and copayment provisions established under

14 the health benefit plan.

15 E. For purposes of this Section, the following terms have the following

16 meaninzs:

17 (1) “Health benefit plan” means any hospital, health, or medical expense,

18 insurance policy, hospital or medical service contract, employee welfare benefit

19 plan. contract or other agreement with a health maintenance organization or

20 a preferred provider organization, health and accident insurance policy, or any

21 other insurance contract of this type in this state, including a group insurance

22 plan and the Office ofGroup Benefits programs. “Health benefit plan” does not

23 include a plan providing coverage for excepted benefits as defined in R.S.
4,

24 22:1061, limited benefit health insurance plans, and short-term policies that

25 have a term of less than twelve months.

26 (2) “Health insurance issuer” means an entity subject to the insurance

27 laws and regulations of this state, or subject to the jurisdiction of the

28 commissioner, that contracts or offers to contract to provide, deliver, arrange

29 for, pay for, or reimburse any of the costs of healthcare services, including

/
30 through a health benefit plan as defined in this Section, and includes a sickness
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1 and accident insurance company, a health maintenance organizatjon, a
2 provider oanizatjon, r any similar cnti, or any other entity
3 providing a plan of health insurance or health benefits.
4 L) “Perinatal psychiatric dia2nosjs” means a psychiatric disorder
5 requiring inpatient treatment during pregnancy through one year postpartum,
6 which includes one year after a pregnancy loss.

7 F. The implementation of the provisions of this SecfI shall be subject
8 to the appropriation of funds by the lcislature for this purpose.

9 2. R.S. 46:4414 jserebyf eted$a4as follva: p

10 447.4. Inpatient treatment following a perinata) psychiatric diagnosis;
11 Medicaid

12 A. Medicaid managed care organizations shall provide coverage for

13 voluntary inpatient treatment for a Medicaid recipient with a perinatal

14 psychiatric diagnosis. Inpatient admissions, including overnight stays, and

15 medications resulting from treatments, including infusions and prescriptions.

16 and counseling shall be covered services.

17 13. All decisions regarding voluntary inpatient treatment following a

18 perinatal psychiatric diagnosis shall be made solely by an attending physician,

19 physician assistant psychiatrist, psychologist medical psychologist, or nurse

20 practitioner in consultation with the patient.

21 C. Any voluntary admission covered by this Section shall be in
‘7

22 accordance with R.S. 28:52.
‘V

23 P. For purposes of this Section. “perinatal psychiatric diagnosis” means

24 a psychiatric disorder requiring inpatient treatment during pregnancy through

25 one year postpartum, which includes onc year after a pregnanfl’ loss.

26 E. The implementation of the provisions of this Section shall be subject

27 to the appropriation of funds by the legislature for this purpose.

28 F. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the Louisiana Medicaid Program

29 from establishing criteria for payment of covered Medicaid services, including

30 criteria for medical necessity.
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, RLLED£Acic2ozsrJo. tiTSection 3. The provisions of this Act apply to any new policy, coact. or health

2 coverage plan issued on and after January 1,2026. Any policy, contract/health coverage
3 plan in effect prior to January 1, 2026, shall convert to conform to the/provisions of this Act 2’I

cit)H on or before the renewal date, but no later than January 1, 2027.H.
2

PRES TOFT S N TE

C) -r
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ACTj9L
Ei{RQLLED

F 2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 565

BY REPRESENTATIVE SPELL
La. fl9te Lrs’i kte
PjjNT’ CO?YKS 4I ftjs.Note: iOfE 2(e)

p.

F
1

AACT

2 To enact R.S. 6:460.7 1(E) and 460.%,/relative to the state medical assistance program;
3 to provide for claim /9Th information; to provide for third-party liability; to
4 require notification;y4ovjde penalties; to provide for an effective date; and to
5 provide for reldiiatters.

6 Be it enacted by tptIegislature of Louisiana:

7 siidi. R.S. 46:460.71(E) and 460.76.3 are hereby enacted to read as follows:
8 §460.71. Claim payment information

9 * * *

10 E. Unless the secretary of the department promulgates a rule in accordance

11 with this Subseion. a managed care organization shall be strictly prohibited from

12 amending, modifying, or changing in any manner a claim submitted by a healthcare

13 I provider or adjusting, down-coding, or paying a claim at a lower level of service than

14 what was submitted by the healthcare provider. However, this Section shall not

15 prohibit a managed care organization from conductinc required post-payment

16 reviews and audits. and taldmz action as a result of such reviews and audits. Any

17 violation of the provisions of this Subsection shall result in the department

18 withholding from payment to the managed care omanization an amount to be

19 determined by the department not less than t’wentv-five thousand dollars or greater

20 for each violation of this Section. The department may promulgate rules in
I

—

21 accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act that authorize a statewide polic’

22 for managed care organizations to adjudicate payment of claims in a manner that

23 would otherwise violate the provisions of this Section. Such rule shall become

Page 1 of4
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1 effective only upon the approval ofthe Senate Committee on Health and Welfare and
2 the House Committee on Health and Welfare, meeting separately or jointly.
3

* * *

4 *460.76.3. Claim information: third-party liability

5 A. The department shall provide all known information about any health
6 insurer or other third party that is leQallv liable for payment of all or part of a claim
7 for healthcarc services furnished under the Medicaid state plan to an enrollee on the
8 Medicaid Eligibility Verification System.

9 B.t 1) A managed care organization shall provide notification to the
10 department no later than two business days from the date the managed care
11 or2anzation verifies or has knowledge ofthe existence ofany healthinsurer or other
12 third part’ that is legally liable for payment of all or part of a c1mh healthcare
13 services furnished under the Medicaid state plan to an enrollee when the health
14 insurer or other liable third party is not reflected on the Medicaid.E1li
15 Verification System. The notification shall include, at minimunt.ailofthe fbliowint
16 information about the health insurer or other liable third pasty:

17 (a) The name, address. and phone number ofthe healthinsurer.orothaliablà
18 third party.

19 thLfhe policyholder information. includinu the policyholder naint policy

20 number, and izroup number.

21 j .
(C) The scope of coveraLe. if the scope of coverage is limited.

22 (d) The effective date of covergg

23 .. (e) Any other information required by the department.

24 (2) The department may promultzate rules or may include reciuirements in the.

25 Medicaid managed care onzanization manual as necessary for the implementation of

26 this Section.

27 (3) The department shall cause the information contained in the notification

28 to be reflected in the Medicaid Eliibi1itv Verification System no later than three
/

29 business days from receiving a notice pursuant to this Subsection.

Page 2 of 4
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I C. A managed care organization shall not deny. pend. reject, or recouj
2 claim solely on the basis of the existence of a liable third party or primary coveragç
3 thjssou’hotherhth insurance unless all of the following infonnation related
4 to the other health insurance is available on the Medicaid Eligibility Verification
5 system that is maintained by the deuartment:

6 ii The name, address, and phone number of the liable third party or health
7 j insigance issuer,

8 (2LThe policyholder information, including the policyholder name. policy
•

number, and group number,

10 (3) The effective date of coverage by the liable third party or health
11 insurance issuer and the scope of coverage of the liable third party or health
12 insurance issuer, if the scope of coverage is limited.

13 D. A managed care organization shall provide written or elecftonic
14 notification to a provider no later than five business days after the managed care
15 organization receives payment from a liable third party for hcalthcare services
16 rendered b the healthcare provider. Such notice shall include the following:

17 (1) A copy of the explanation of benefits provided to the manaced care

18 organization as result of navment being made to the managed care organization for

19 the healthcare services rendered by the healthcare provider.

20 (2) The name, address, and phone number ofthe health insurer or other liable

21 thirdpartv.

22 c 3 The policyholder infoimation, including the oolic’vholder name, policy

23 number, and group number.

24 p1 The effective date of coverage.

25 (5) The scope of coverage, if the scope of coverage is limited.

26 E. The department shall withhold payment to the manasaed care organization

27 in an amount to be determined by the department not less than twenty-five thousand

28 dollars or greater for each violation of the provisions of this Section by a managed

29 care organization. However, upon a finding by the department that the managed care

30 organization has committed multiple violations of this Secn or has enpged in a
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paflern of violatlons. the mimurn ount shl be at least one hundred thound
2 dollars.

3 Section 2.(A) This Act shall become effective upon signature by thØernor or, if
4 not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to beye law without
5 signature by the governor, as provided by Article ifi, Section 18 yhe Constitution of
6 Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by,the legislature, this Act

/ -S
7 shall become effective on the day following such approval.
8 (B” Implementation of the provisions of R.S. 46:460 6.3 as enacted by Section t of
9 this Acts all begin on August 1, 2025.

0

2’

SPEAKER ,XHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
/\//fl+)r

APPRO,I/4fl?JEftff2OZS
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2025 Regular Session
ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 182

BY SENATORS TALBOT, BARROW, BOUDREAUX, CARTER, DUPLESSIS,EDMONDS, FESI, HARRIS, HENRY, JACKSON-ANDREwS,JENKINS, LUNEAU, MCMATH, MILLER, OWEN, PRICE,SELDERS, STINE AND WOMACK AND REPRESENTATWESBERAULT, BILLINGS, WILFORD CARTER, CHASSION, EGAN,FISHER, KNOX, MANDIE LANDRY AND WYBLE

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. flate L,s tte
PRU4TEnS CO?YEc1sto: c( 46 _Ps.J

Note:

AN$éT

2 To enact Its. 46:460.76.3, relative to Iv)hicaid prior authorization during a declared
3 emergency; to authorize the L uisiana Department of Health to suspend prior
4 authorization requirements or certain Medicaid recipients during a declared
5 emergency; to require p eMs to certain providers without prior authorization; to

6 provide for docum tation; to provide for notification to Medicaid recipients; and

7 r to provide for lated matters.

8 Be it enacted by e Legislature of Louisiana:

9 S3pt6i I.R.S. 46:460.76.3 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

10 46O.76./J’rior authorization; suspension during state of emergency

11 A. During a state of emergency declared hi the governor, the Louisiana

12 Department of Health may susnend utilization management requiremenl&

13 including but not limited to prior authorization and eoncurreiit.seview

14 rcquircments for the Medical Assistance Proaram to ensure unintetrunted

15 r access to medically necessary healthcare services. includint dIaEnpstlcs

16 treatments, medications, and supportive services.

17 B. Any Medicaid managed care organization. pharmacy benefit

18 manager, or entity responsible for fee-for-service claims processint skafl

19 reimburse providers for medically necessary drugs. services. eguiient,,

20 supplies, and therapies provided to Medicaid recipients during the emergency

21 without requiring prior authorization. Any Medicaid managed care

Page 1 of2
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organization, pharmacy benefit manager, or entity responsible for fee-for-
service claims processing shall reimburse any out-of-state provider that
provided essential medical care to a Louisiana Medicaid recipient who
evacuated out of state, whether voluntarily or invohmtarily. without requirht
pjjor authorization.

C. The prior authorization suspension provided for.in.thisSecnshAU:
only applv to Medicaid recipients who reside witbthj4esitt4Lemeq

S area.

D. The Medicaid managed care organizations Shall hot1WMedlä]d.
recipients of prior authorization suspensions. uninterrupted can access. and

rights during emergencies. Notifications should be distributed throu2h

healthcare providers, community outreach, and online platformsto ensure all

patients, especialh vulnerable or displaced individuals, are aware of the
V

provisions of this Section and can make informed decisions about their care.

ci
LI

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

l0

ii
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13

14

LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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ENROLLED
SENATE BELL NO. 96

BY SENATOR MCMATI-j AND REPRESENTATIVES CARRIER, CHASSION, KNOX,

Prefiled pursuant to ice III, Section 2(A)(4))(i) of the Constimtion of Louisiana.

La. Stats Lw ktitb
PRINTER’S COY

NO aDITt
CIassI1icatan c 4

ANX&
/

2 To enact R.Sj6460.77.4. relative to M4iid reimbursement rates for behavioral health
3 services; to require the Losta Department of Health to reimburse Medicaid
4 providers for certain b_5p4oral health services; to provide relative to reimbursement

5 rates; to provide r effectiveness; and to provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by thé’iegislanire of Louisiana:

7 R.S. 46:460.77.4 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

S 46O.77.4. Reimbursement for certain behavioral health services

9 A. Subject to approval by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

10 Services, the Louisiana Department of Health shall reimburse Medicaid

11 providers for mental health partial hospitalization program services provided

12 at a licensed freestanding inpatient psychiatric hospital. Providers shall be

13 reimbursed at one hundred percent of the Medicare rates.

14 B. Implementation of this Secn is subiect to the appropriation of funds

15 by the legislature for this purpose or upon notification by the secretary of the

16 Louisiana Department of Health to the Joint Legislative Committee on the

17 Bndet that the department has identified available funds within its existing

18 budget authority for the implementation of the provisions of this Section.
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I Section 2. This Act shall become effective on July if vetoed by the governor
2 and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on the day
3 following such approval by the legislature or July 1,,2’025, whichever is later.

7
I

‘4

PRES OF ESATE

1
APPROVED( ‘-4

/ 1—
<-hint

‘F LOUISIANA

words in boldface type and underscorcil are additions.
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE Bill NO. 595

BY REPRESENTATIVE PHELPS

NO
CIassificsbaij

AN#
To amend and reenact R.S. 46?977.24(A3ge1atjve to Medicaid coverage; to provide for

Medicaid coverage through TEFRA option; to provide for eligibility; to provide
for the treatment of a ere health condition; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the L islature of Louisiana:

Secgw1(R.S. 46:977.24(A)(6) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§977.24. Eligibility factors; benefits; premium payment program participation

A. In order to be eligible for the TEFR.A option, a child shall meet all of the
following eligibility criteria:

* * *

(6)&) Due to his disability, he requires a level of care provided in a hospital,
skilled nursing facility, or intermediate care facility; however, care provided outside
of such an institution may be appropriate.

(b) A child may meet a level of care if. within the last twelve months, he

presents for emergency care in a hospital more fteiuentlv than once per month and

the use of the hospital is medically necessary to stabilize sickle cell anemia.

* * *

- -a--
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REP SENTATIVES

E OF LOUISIANA

/¼025APPROVED:
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NO eDITS
HOUSE BILL NO. 454 CIassIflcataa icc 4(

‘—kjCTE&2-BY REPRESENTATIVES MILLER, BOYD, BRASS, WILFORD CARTER, CFIASSION,FISHER, HUGHES, JACKSON, KNOX, LAFLEUR, MANDIE LANDRY, TERRYLANDRY, LYONS, MARCELLE, MENA, MOORE, SPELL, STAGM,TAYLOR,WALTERS, AND WILLARD AND SENATORS BARROW, BOUDREAUX,BOUIE, CARTER, DUPLESSIS, JACKSON-ANDREwS, MIZELL, PRICE, ANDSELDERS

1 AN7KCT

2 To enact Part V of Chapter 8 of Title 4.Sthe Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be

comprised of R.S. 44.977)/through 977.43, relative to Medicaid insurance

4 coverage for doula serv es; to provide for legislative findings; to provide for
5 definitions; to requir tedicaid coverage for maternity services provided by doulas;

6 to provide for e oliment qualifications; to assign certain duties to the Louisiana

7 Department fHealth; to provide for applicability; and to provide for related matters.

8 Be it enacted b the Legislature of Louisiana:

9 Se on 1. Part V of Chapter 8 of Title 46 ofthe Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,

10 co3pdd of R.S. 46:977.41 through 977.43, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

11 PART V. MEDICAID COVERAGE FOR DOULAS

12 977.41. Legislative findings

13 The legislature hereby affirms all of the followine:

14 (1) Leadinu ørofessional societies, such as the American College of

15 Obstetricians and Gynecologists and the Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine, and

16 federal auencies. such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. the Health

17 Resources and Services Administration, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid

18 Services, have recognized the well-established benefits of doula services.

19 (2) Tn January 2025. Louisiana was selected as one of the states to participate

20 in the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Transformirnz Maternal Health

21 Model. The model is designed to focus exclusively on improvinu maternal

22 healthcare for people enrolled in Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance

23 Program. The model supports participating state Medicaid agencies in the
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I development of a whole-person approach to pregnancy, childbirth, and oostpanum
2 care that addresses the physical, mental health, and social needs experienced during
3 pregnancy. The goal of the model is to reduce disparities in access and treatment.
4 The model aims to improve outcomes and experiences for mothers and their
5 newborns, while also reducin overall program expenditures. This model urucs
6 states to address uaps in maternal healthcare using doulas.
7 (31 Research has demonstrated that support from a doula is associated with
8 lower cesarean section rates, fewer obstetric interventions, fewer complications
9 durinu and after childbirth, decreased use of pain medication, shorter labor hou

10 and higher scores on the Appearance. Pulse. Grimace. Activity, and Respiration, or
11 APGAR. test, which indicates how well the baby is doinoutside the womb.

12 (4) As a state. Louisiana consistently ranlcs in the top five states for maternal
13 and infant mortality and morbidity in the United States, which is indicative of a
14 maternity healthcare crisis. It is well established that the use of doulas in maternal

15 healthcare makes a difference in improving outcomes and lowerirn! healthcare sts

16 for the mother and infant.

17 $977.42. Definitions: health coverage; policy provisions
I—18 A. For purioses of this Section. the fbllowiniz definitions apply:

19 (1) “Doul&’ means an individual who has been trained to provide physical.

20 emotional, and educational support but not medical or midwifery care. to pregnant
I’21 and birthing women and their families before. during, and after childbirth.

22 (2) ‘Doula treatment or care” means any maternal healthcare services t
23 rendered by a registered doula in this state.

24 8. Am’ Medicaid coverage plan delivered or issued for delivery in this state

25 that provides benefits for maternity services shall include coverage for services

26 provided by a doula before, during, and after childbirth as provided in R.S.

27 46:97.43. The coverage scope of services and rates shall be determined by the

28 Louisiana Department of Health using market benchmarks and comparisons to

29 similar state rates.

30 C. Doula services shall include but not be limited to all the following:

Page2of4
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1 UrSuppoz-t and assistance during labor and childbirth.
2 (2) Prenatal and postpartum support and education.
3 LiLBreastfeedinu assistance and lactation support.
4 (iLParentinu education.

5 ULSupport for a birthing woman after the loss of a pregnancy.
6 D. At minimum, each Medicaid plan shall comply with the provisions in
7 R.S. 40:9743 and provide coverage for all of the following services:
8 (1) Five prenatal visits for up to ninety minutes.

9 (2) Three postpartum visits for up to ninety minutes.
10 (3) Assistance and attendance during labor and birth including cesarean
11 deliveries.

12 Ri 1) The requirements established by Medicaid managed crplans to
13 ensure the services provided 1w a doula before. during, and after childbirth shAll not
14 be construed to preclude a doula from practice in this state,

15 12)(a) A doula may opt to practice in this state and forego any--éliz’bje
15 reimbursement via a health coverage plan.

17 Ib) Doulas opting for reimbursement viaa Medicaid managed care plan shall
18 have approved registration by the Louisiana Doula Reeistn’ Board.

19 F. All doulas with approved registration with the Louisiana Doula Registry
20 Board shall have acceptance as a provider of such services with all Louisiana.

21 Medicaid plans in accordance with Medicaid rulemakiniz.

22 G. Terminology in any Medicaid managed care plan or contract deemed

23 discriminatory against doulas and doula services is void and unenforceable.

24 977.43. Required Medicaid coverage for doulas

25 A. The Louisiana Medicaid program shall cover inpatient and, if deemed

26 appropriate, outpatient coverage for doula treatment or care when such care or

27 treatment is used for a medically accepted indication and administered in any

28 healthcare facility by any healthcare professional appropriately reiiistered in this

29 state to provide doula treatment or care in accordance with state and federal

30 guidelines or certifications.
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B. A prospective enrollee shall be considered eligible for doula treatment or
care enrollment if the individual satisfies all of the following qualifications:

(1) The individual is enrolled in the Louisiana Medicaid program.

(2) A licensed healthcare provider has certified that the individual is
pregnant or in the postpartum period.

(3) The preant or posmartum woman requests or consents to the use of
doula services.

C. Pursuant to this Section. the secretan’ of the Louisiana Department of

Health shall do all the following:

(I) Submit to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services all necessary

state plan amendments.

(2) Promulgate and adopt all necessary rules in accordance with the
‘7

Admimstrative Procedure Act.

31 Take any other actions necessary to implement the provisions ofthis Pt.

Section 2.(A) The rovisions of Subsection B of R.S. 46:977 as enacted by
zc,o.2z]Section 1 of this Act shall apply to any new Medicaid managed care ph Lssued on and after

August 1,2025.

(B) Any Medicaid managed care plan in effect prior to A

to conform to the provisions of this Part on or before the

January 1,2026.
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ENROLLED
SENATE BILL NO. 143

BY SENATOR HENSOENS

La. Lialt biw Sctitstc
PFINTER’S COLY

NO 2DETS
CIassIficatan 4 ‘

ANt(CT

2 To amend and reenact R.S4’1053(K)9/nd (L)(1), relative to hospital service districts;
3 to provide relative to the ye lion Parish Hospital Service Districts No. I and No.

4 2; to provide relative t e terms of office for certain members of the board of
5 commissioners; an to provide for related matters.

6 Notic of intention to introduce this Act has been published.

7 Be it enacted by-Ia Legislature of Louisiana:

8 S ion 1. R.S. 46:1053(K)(1) and (L)(l) are hereby amended and reenacted to read

9 as5Øws:

10 §1053. Commission; qualification of members; appointment; vacancies;

11 compensation; removal of commissioners; certain powers

12, * * *

13 K.(1) In the parish of Vermilion, Hospital Service District No. 1 shall be

14 governed by a commission composed of eight members. Each chief of the medical

15 staff at the Abrom Kaplan Memorial Hospital shall be a member of the commission

16 during his term in office. The other additional members provided for by this

17 Paragph shall be appointed for initial terms of six years each by the police jury of

18 the parish of Vermilion and thereafter shall serve six jg-year terms.

19 * * *

20 L.( 1) The Vermilion Parish Hospital Service District No. 2 shall be governed

21 by a board of commissioners composed of seven members. One member shall be

22 appointed by the parish governing authority from among the physicians who are

23 residents ofthe district. If no physician is willing to serve, then the parish governing

24 authority may appoint any person who is otherwise eligible to fill the office.

25 Members appointed from among the physicians of the district and members
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1

2

appointed in place of such member shall serve two-year terms. All other members
shall serve six fg-year terms.

3

APPROVED:

* * *
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 126

j BY REPRESENTATIVES LYONS, ADAMS, BACALA, BAGLEY, BAYHAM,BERAULT, BILLTNGS, BOYD, BOYER, BRASS, BRAUD, BRYANT, BUTLER,CARRIER, WILFORI) CARTER., COATES, FISHER, FRBIBERG, GREEN,HORTON, HUGHES, TLLG, JACKSON, TRAVIS JOHNSON, JORDAN,KERflER, LACOMBE, LAFLEUp., MACK, MARCELLE, MENA, MILLER,MOORE, NEWELL, OWEN, PHELPS, ROMERO, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, ST.BLAt4C, TAYLOR, THOMPSON, WALTERS, AND YOUNG AND SENATORSBARROW, BOUDREAuX, BOUIE, CARTER, CONNICK, DUPLESSIS,HARRIS, HENRY, JACKSON-ANDREWS, JENKINS, KLEINPETER, MCMATJ-I,MIZELL, PRICE, TALBOT, AND WOMACK

La. State Lw rtttt
PINTEfl’S CtWY

NO EDITS
CIassificEtan iec 4L;
r’JD1€2(A)

1
AACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 4&l6O6( and (B)(l), relative to state funding for parish
3 councils on aging; to mo the fUnding formula for determining annual state
4 funding for each such e cii; to provide for distribution of such funding; to provide
5 minimum amount o be appropriated for such funding; to provide for applicability;
6 to provide fo effective date; and to provide for related matters.

7 Be it enacted bythe Legislature of Louisiana:

8 1. R.S. 46:1606(A) and (B)(l) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as
9 fo1:

10 §1606. Annual appropriation

11 A. The legislature shall appropriate to the office of elderly affairs, for

12 distribution by the executive director of the office to the various voluntary parish

13 councils on aging, funds sufficient to allocate to each parish council tw dollars

14 mid fifty 11t, for each person sixty years or older who is a resident of the parish as

15 shown by the latest official census estimate or one hundred fiy thousand dollars,

16 whichever is greater. The office of elderly affairs shall include funds in their annual

17 budget request for increases in funding based on the number of elderly as estimated

18 in the above census. Notwithstanding the foregoing, such total annual appropriation
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I shall be for a minimum of six ilh11 iC h1&d ten million four
2 hundred ninety-four thousand two hundred thirtv-cj&Lt dollars.
3

j B.( 1) Funds appropriated by the legislature pursuant to Subsectio’(A of this
4 Section shall be distributed by the executive director of the office of elderly affairs
5 and shall be allocated to each parish council in an amount equal to two fjjjf dollars
6 ad CRy ut for each resident of the parish age sixty years or older, as shown by
7 the latest official estimate approved by the United States Bureau of the Census, or
8 one hundred flftythousand dollars, whichever is greater. The sums so allocated shall
9 be distributed quarterly during the first thirty days of each quarter of the fiscal year.

10 In appropriating funds pursuant to this Section, the legislature shall specifically
11 provide for the allocation of funds to the respective parish councils in accordance

V12 with the provisions of this Section.

13: * * *

qActc 2°2s No. 34 ci m14 j Section 2.(A) The provisions of Section 1 of this Act shall become effectivfl’hen

/j

/15 an Act of the Louisiana Legislature containing a specific appropriation of monies for the Q
16 i implementation of the provisions of this Act becomes effective. /
17 (B) The provisions of this Section shall become effective upon si ature by the
18 governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time bills to become
19 law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article UI, Section 18 of the
20 Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and s,4ent1 approved by the
21 legislature, the provisions of this Section shall become effve on the day follong such
22 approval.

//

//

SPEAKER OUE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

•OUISIANA

are additions.
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 5

BY REPRESENTATIVES JACKSON AND KNOX

La. flEte Lw :tnte La. Fffite Isw !i,tijtePRWTq’ CO?Y . PR[TE’s CO?vE:ts To: K’ (4 Pgs. (c 1 &Js Th.__Rcis:.____pgs._ig
Not —cor’4 rGct- 1fl ot

-r rcc.i,-II

La. $tatc Lmw Rrttsta
PiINTER’S co,v

NO TU
CIusItIc&tai R 4(0

—cCF’q r’l’I

1 ANACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S.:14:46.3(A)(1) and (D)(2), 82.2(C)(l), (4) and (5), 83(B)(1)(b),

3 (2), and (3), 83.1(B)(2) and (3), 83.2(B)(2) and (3), 84(Bk4 and (3), 85(B)(2) and

4 (3), 86(B)(1)(b) and (c), 89.2(B)(3)(a), 104(B)(2) anf) 05(B)(2) and (3% and

5 282(B)(2) and (3), R.S. 15:539.1(A) and 541(24(and R.S.46:1 844(W)(2)(a) and

6 to enact R.S. 14:46.3(A)(7) and 83(C), reiay4’to offenses concerning prostitution;

7 to provide for certain prostitution offe es; to provide for penalties; to provide for

8 a definition; to provide with res ct to sex offender registration and notification

9 requirements; and to provid or related matters.

10 Be it enacted by the Legislatu5%%’ Louisiana:

11 Section 1. R.S.,)ft4’6.3(AX1) and (D)(2), 82.2(C)(1), (4), and (5), 83(B)(1)(b), (2),

12 and (3), 83.1(B)9d (3), 83.2(B)(2) and (3). 84(B)(2) and (3), 85(BX2) and (3),

13 86(B)(lXb)5p4’c), 89.2(B)(3)(a), 104(B)(2) and (3), 105(B)(2) and (3), and 282(B)(2) and

14 (3) are)ef,y amended and reenacted and R.S. I 4:46.3(A)(7) and 83(C) are hereby enacted

15 to-r’d as follows:
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HB NO.5

Corrections on or after June 18, 1992. A conviction for any offense provided in this
definition includes a conviction for the offense under the laws of another state, or
military, territorial, foreign, tribal, or federal law which is equivalent to an offenseJ
provided for in this Chapter, unless the tribal court or foreign conviction was not
obtained with sufficient safeguards for fundamental fairness and due process for the
accused as provided by the federal guidelines adopted pursuant to the Adam Walsh
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006.

* * *

Section 3. R.S. 46:1844(W)(2)(a) is hereby amended and reenactjed...as-’
follows:

* * *

V.(2) For purposes of this Section:

(a) “Human trafficking-related offense” shall include the perpetration or

attempted perpetration of R.S. 14:46.2 or R.S. 14:463 or any other crime involving
V / “ V - Vcommercial sexual exploitationincLudingR.S. 14:81,1,81.3,82,82.1,82.2,83,83.1,V v v wZV V V w

83.2, 83.3, 83.4, 84, 85, 86, 89.2, 104, 105, and gj282.

* * *

ENROLLED1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11 §1844. Basic rights for victim and witness

12 * * *

w.13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

APPROVED:
2025
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 479

BY REPRESENTATIVES MANDIE LANDRY, BACALA, BOYD, BOYER, BRASS,BRAUD, BRYANT, BUTLER, CARLSON, COATES, COX, DEWITTDOMANGUE, EDMONSTON, EGAN, FREEMAN, FREIBERG, HILFERTYHORTON, HIJGIThS, JORDAN, KERNER, KNOX, LAFLEUR, LARVADAIN,LYONS, MACK, MARCELLE, MELERINE, MOORE, NEWELL, OWEN,PHELPS, ROMERO, SPELL, STAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON, VILLTO,WALTERS, WYBLE, AND ZERINGUE

La. ttc Lw rzUte La. flute Lrw kuteFciNTP’G CO’Y Putrq’ COnNO Dfl’S EcIsTo: 410 2CacsIficCn i’?c jE Note:
— 3 -

__________

cPH r€cI-21-J

1 ANT

2 To enact R.S. 15:715 and R.S.4&1847a8, relative to the creation ofacomprehensive

3 victims’ services system; to ovide for a Crime Victims’ Bill of Rights; to provide

4 for victim notification; provide for definitions; to provide for legislative findings;

5 to provide certain •ghts to crime victims, witnesses, and family members; to provide

6 for an effec e date; and to provide for related matters.

7 Be it enacted 1y4e Legislature of Louisiana:

S Spd4’on 1. R.S. 15:7 15 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

9 I 7l5. Reporting of escapes from parish prison facilities and jails

10 A. The sheriff, the highest ranking employee of the sheriffs office, or the

11 person acting on behalf of the sheriff who is physically present at and in chariie of

12 the parish prison or jail at the time of an escape from that facility shall immediately

13 notify or take necessary steps to ensure that notification is provided to even’ law

14 enforcement agency and local media outlet after receiving notification that an inmate

15 has escaped from or left the premises of the facility without authority. Such notice

16 shall be provided by the most reasonable and expedient means available.
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1 B. 11 The sheriflj his designee, or the highest ranicinE employee of the
2 sheriffs office shall immediately notify any known witnesses and the victim of the
3 crime for which the escaped inmate was imprisoned. Such notice shall be provided
4 by the most reasonable and expedient means available.

5 (2) If the inmate is recaptured, the sheriff, his designee, or the highest
6 ranking employee of the sheriffs office shall send notice to the persons and entities
7 designated in this Sefn as soon as vossible but’l C event laterihan one
8 working day after the sheriff lens of such recapture.

9 C. As used in this Section, the followine terms shall have the following
10 meanings:

I (1) “Law enforcement agency’ means the Department of Public Safety and
12 Corrections, office of public safety services and office of state police, and all police
13 partments in the narish.

14 (2) “Local media outlet” means a local news service, including but not

15 limited to a print, broadcast or online platform.

16 -Section 2. -R&

17 1847. Comprehensive victims’ services svstem legislative findincs intent puroese
S18 A. The legislature hereby recognizes that thettate of Louisiana has created

19 numerous rights and duties to be affordedto crime victims, witnesses, and designated

20 family members. The legislature furtherrecognizes the challenges of fhlfilling those

21 rights and duties through numerous law enforcement and other state and local

22 entities.

23 B. Accordinely, the ledsiature hereby finds and declares that in order to

24 ensure to the greatest extent possible that the rights and duties afforded to crime

25 victims and witnesses arc uphelcL the state ofLouisiana is committed to the creation,

26 consolidation, and coordination of a comprehensive victims’ services system. This

27 system shall provide the information and services described in the Crime Victims’
‘-7-

28 Bill ofRights and R.S. 46:1844 to crime victims and witnesses at all relevant points

29 throuehout the life cycle of a case moving through the criminal justice system in a

30 timely, consistent, and easily understandable manner. This system shall be created
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1 n& administered by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections
2 dcnrnnéJwhich shall coordinate with and provide assistance to prosecutors and
3 law enforcement agencies utilizing the systems, processes, standards, and Euideljnes
4 implemented by the depaament. The deparmient shall create this system in
5 conjunction with the Integrated Criminal Justice Information System Policy
6 (ICJIS) and all such component parts of this system shall be created in conformity

77 with the requirements set forth in R.S. 15:1228.10. The system shall be created and
8 in operation no later than July 1, 2026.

9 C. The legislature recognizes that the creation and implementation of a
10 comprehensive victims’ services system requires the input, coordination, and
11 cooperation pf relevant stakeholders responsible for providing services to crime

12 victims and witnesses and urges relevant stakeholders to work collaborativelv to

13 create and implement this comprehensive victims’ services system as expeditiously

14 as possible.

15 *1848. Crime Victims’ Bill of Rights

16 A.( 1) The legislature hereby finds and declares the urgent need to establish

17 a comprehensive Crime Victims’ Bill of Rights. A bill of rights, written in plain

18 language and collected in one place. is vital for crime victims, witnesses, and

19 designated family members to be able to know and understand the rights and duties

20 ‘which the state of Louisiana affordI)hcm and to ensure that they receive the

21 support, protection, and justice that they deserve.

4
22 (2) Subsection C of this Section shall be known and may be cited as the

23 ‘Crime Victims’ Bill of Rights’.

24 B.( 1) Notwithstanding any other urovision of law to the contrary. nothing in

25 this Sectn shall be construed to negate. impair. diminish, or limit any other rights

26 or duties afforded to crime victims, witnesses, and designated family members in any

27 other provision of law.

28 (2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary.. a defendant

29 or person accused or convicted of a crime for which a crime victim, witness, or
V

30 desiunated family member is afforded any rights or duties within this Section does
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I not have standing to seek to have their conviction or sentence set aside for any
2 violation of the Crime Victims’ Bill ofRig

3 C. A crime victim or designated family member, as defined in this Chaa
4 shall have the following rights:

5 (jJ_ The riht to receive emergency, social, or medical services as soon as
6 possible and to receive a Victim Notice and Registration Form from law enforcement

‘F7 as provided in R.S. 46:1844(A)(1).

8 (2) The right to be notified of the following; the defendants arrest release
9 on recognizance, posting of bond, release nending charges beine filed or due to

10 iction ofcharges by the prosecutor, escape, or re-avorehension as provided in R.S.
1/

11 46:1844C’)(3’) and (Z).

12 3) The right to receive advance notification of. and to be present for. judicial

13 proceedings or probation hearings as provided in R.S. 46:1844(B).

14 (4) The right, subject to reasonable efforts by the prosecutor prior to trial, to

15 be interviewed by the prosecutor regarding the facts of the case and requests for
V16 restitution as provided in R.S. 46:1844(C).

17 5) The right for such interviews to be conducted in a orivate setting, with

18 access if requested to a victim advocate, social worker, or psychologist for support

19 as provided in R.S. 46:1844(C).

20 (6) The right to refuse requests for interviews with the defense attorney as

21 provided in R.S. 46:1844{CX3).

22 (71 The right to retain the victim’s or designated family membeñ own legal

23 counsel for discussions with the district attomevand judicial a2encies as provided

24 in R.S. 46:1844(D)(1).

25 (8) The right to request orally or in writing, a conference with the

26 prosecutor’s office to discuss the disposition of the ease by lismissaI, plea, or trial,

27 the use of sentencing alternatives, and requests for payment of restitution to the

28 victim as provided in R.S. 46;1844(Th(2).
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I j2LThe right to assistance in informinu employers that the participation of
2 the victim and designated family member in the prosecution of the case may
3 necessitate absence from work as provided in R.S. 46:184E).

(10) The right to be notified of scheduling changes as provided in R.S.
V5 46:1844(F).

6 (11) The right to a secure walting area during court proceedings away from
7 the defendant or the family of the defendant as ørovided in R.S. 46:1
8 (12) The right to review and comment on pre-sentence or post-sentence
9 reports as provided in R.S. 46:1 844U—T).

10 (13) The right to protection by all rules and laws governing criminal
11 procedure and the admissibility of evidence applicable to criminal proceedings as
12 provided in itS. 46:184J).

13 (14) The right to a speedy disposition and prompt and final conclusion ofthe
V14 case after conviction and sentencing as provided in R.S. 46:1844(J).

15 (15) The right to be present and heard at all critical stages ofthe oroceedings.

16 including the right to make a written or oral victim impact statement as provided in
V17 R.S.46:1844(KX1).

18 l6) The right to request that the victim impact statement be sealed for
V19 privacy concerns as provided in R.S. 46:1844G0(2).

20 (17) The right to be provided with notice from the court ofthe minimum and

21 maximum sentence allowed by law and the opportunity to comment on the proposed

22 sentence as provided in R.S. 46: 1844(K)( 3).

23 (18) The right to have property of the victim returned as provided in R.S.
I “V

24 46:1844(L).

25 (19) The right to seek restitution or payment from the defendant to the victim

26 or the family ofthe victim, with no court filing fees as provided in R.S. 46:1844(M).

27 (20) For deathpenal cases, the riuhtto notification of execution details and
V.28 the right to benresent as provided in R.S. 46:1 844(NY

29 (21) For death penalty cases, the riuht to not be contacted by the offender or
V30 supporters or representatives of the offender as provided in R.S. 46:1844(Y).
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1 (22) The right to be notified of a parole hearing and to make written or oral
2 victim impact statements. including øroposed contact and proximity restrictions that
3 may be included as parole conditions, for the protection of the victim as provided in
4 R.S. 46:184(0).

5 (23) The right to confidentiality, and to prevent the release of the name,
6 address, contact information or identity of the victim, if the victim is a minor, victim
7 of a sex offense, or victim of a human trafficking offense as provided in R.S.
8 46:1844W).

9 (24) For all victims of violent crime, the right to request and obtain a cop’H10 of their initial police report at no cost to them as provided in R.S. 46:1844(X).
11 A witness or a designated family member, as defined in this Chter.
12 shall have the following rights:

13 (1) The right to receive emergency, social. or medical services as soon as
14 possible and to receive a Victim Notice and Registration Form from law enforcement

V
15 as provided in R.S. 46:1844(A)( 1).

16 (2) The right to be notified of the following: release, discharge of sentence.
V17 ] escape. or reapprehension as provided in R.S. 46:l844(NX2) and (3).

18 (3) The right to assistance in informing employers that the participation of

19 the witness or designated family member in the prosecution of the case may

20 necessitate absence from work as provided in R.S. 46:l844()

21 (4) The rizht to be notified of scheduling changes as provided in R.S.

22 4$44çF.

23 (5) The riQht to a secure waiting area durina court proceediiws away from

24 the defendant or the family of the defendant as provided in R.S. 46:1844(0).

25 SectioZ’The office of the governor shall prepare a printable versio of the Crime

26 Victims’ Bill of Rights as set forth above for public consumØi .

27 Sectionj’This Act shall become eftectM’pofl signature by the govcmor or, if not

28 signed by the governor, upon exp*aiion ofthe time for bills to become law without signature

29 by the governor1 as provided by Article Ill, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
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vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by

2 effective on the day following such approval.

ENROLLED

legislature, this Act shall become

are additions.



A

ACT V.7
ENROLLED

2025 Regvlas Session

HOUSE BILLNO. 359

BY REPRESENTATWES MILLER, BAYHAM, BERAULT, BILLINGS, CARRIERDICKERSON, FISHER, FREIBERG, JORDAN, KNOX, LAFLETJRLARVADAIN, LYONS, MARCELLE, MCMAKJN, MOORE, NEWELL SPELL’STAGNI, TAYLOR, WALTERS, WYBLE, AND CHASSION

La. Lw Erttte La. $tMt Lw ztftst
PNTV3 ©y PFUNTER’S COt’Y

NO DflE NO aDiTU
CssIHcLn pc 4o CIassIficaa &

1 ANj1T
a. 1(intro. Pac) r.,2 To amend and reenact R.S. 40:1216. 1(E)(2jand to enact R.S. 46:2168.1, relative to human

3 trafficking; to establish procedy4 for treating victims of human trafficking; to

4 establish the Human Trafflc4 in Emergency Departments Task Force; to require

5 the task force to rear>/rotocol; to provide for termination of the task force; to

6 provide for inclusi of the protocol in the regional sexual assault response plans;

7 and to provide or related matters.

8 Be it enacted by9dLegislature of Louisiana:

/
9 Syi6n 1. R.S. 40:1216.1 (E)(2) is hereby amendé’d and reenacted to read as follows:

10 § 1216.1. Procedures for survivors of a sexually oriented criminal offense; immunity;

11 regional plans; maximum allowable costs; definitions; documents requested

12 by victim

13 * * *

14 E.

15 * * *

16 (2) When developing the annual response plan, each district shall incorporate

17 a sexual assault response team protocol and the uniform protocol for human
V

18 traffickini established by the Human Trafficking in Emergency Departments Task

19 Force. Each district shall develop the annual plan to do all of the following:

20 * * *
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1 ‘-Sectinn 2 P
. 46:2’68 I

2 i2 168.1. Human Trafficking in Emenency Departments Task Force
3

I %The Human Trafficking in Emergency Deoartments Task Force is hejcby
4 created within the office of human trafflckin Prevention.
5 B. The task force shall draft a uniform protocol for human trafflckjj: whith
6 shall include information about siws ofhuman trafficking and aooropriàte reqonse:
7 The task force shall conduct an assessment of hospital emergency dartnient
8 knowledge of the signs of human trafficking including but not limited to the red dot

wcess to silently signal to hospital personnel that a survivor of human trafficking:
10 rciuests to receive care and protection.

11 C. The task force shall be composed of the followint members:
12 Li.L The chair of the House Committee on Health and Welfare or his
13 desh.nee.

14 (2) The executive director of the office of human trafficking prevenüon or
15 his designee.

16 (3) The chair of the Louisiana Human Trafficking Prevention Commission
17 or his designee.

18 (43 The co-chair of the Louisiana Humai Trsffickü’ Pn1ipji
19 Commission or his designee.

20 (5) The chair of the Human Traflickinu Prevention Commission Advisory.

21 Board or his designee.

22 (6) The co-chair ofthe Human Trafficking Prevention Commission Advisonj

23 Board or his designee.

24 (7 The secretary of the Louisiana Deoartment of Health or his designee.

25 (8) The secretary of the Deoartment of Children and Family Services or his F
26 desitznee.

27 9) The executive director of the Louisiana State Board of Nursing or his

28 designee.

29 (10) The president of the Louisiana State Coroner’s Association or his L30 designee.
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(11) A sexual assault nurse examiner selected 1w the Louisiana Hospital
Association.

(12) A sexual assault nurse examiner selected 1w the Louisiana State
Coroners Association.

(13) The chair of the Senate Committee on Health and Welfare or his
designee.

(14) The president of the Louisiana Hospital Association or his designee.
(15) An emergency medicine physician selected by the president of the

Louisiana State Medical Society.

1). The chair ofthe House Committee on Health and Welfare or his desitnee
shall serve as the chair of the board.

V
F. The provisions of this Section shall terminate on January 1. 2027.

/
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE O,SENTATlVES

APPROVED:

OF LOUISIANA

/ 4
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HOUSE BILL NO. 74

BY REPRESENTATIVE MIKE JOHNSONANJ) SENATORS BARROW, CLOUD, FOIL,HENRY, MILLER MIZELL, AND PRICE

La. knte Lp.w i:kNteii La. $tatc Lw rutice PiU4TE’S CO?Y
PFINTEP’S coc’tv Es To: ff 4 U, pbs. 2-

NO Note:
CIassifacaa f i 4

1 AI.T *
2 To enact R.S. 14:323(E) and Chapter 28A of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of
3 1950, to be comprised of R74l91 through 2196, relative to the disabling of
4 remote access technology n motor vehicles; to provide for definitions; to provide

5 for a civil fine; to es fish a Thud; to provide limitations on manufacturers; and to
6 provide for relat matters.

7 Be it enacted by the(egislawre of Louisiana:

8 Sei/R.S. 14:323(E) is hereby enacted to rd as follows:

9 §323. Tracking devices prohibited; penalty

* * *

11 E The exception provided in Subsection C of this Section shall not

12 under any of the following circumstances:

13 (1) An mdividual with ownership interest who has been granted amotective

14 order as provided m R S 46 2136 or a temporary restrainuw order as-vro’videdm

15 R.S. 46:2135.

16 (2) If another individual has been granted exclusive use of the vehicle bva

17 court of competent jurisdiction.

18 Section 2. Chapter 28-E of Title 46 of the LouisianasedS!3tutet1i95O,

19 prse4ef-RS’4&494—llwegh4+9%4rhe9iEactedo read as follows:

20 CHAPTER 28-E. DISABLING OF REMOTE ACCESS TECHNOLOGY

21 S2191. Definitions

V22 A. For purposes of this Chapter:
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1 (1) Abuser” means an individual who has committed, or is presumed to
2 have committed a covered act against a survivor, as defined in this Seion.
3 (2) “Covered act” means conduct that constitutes:
4 (a) DomestjcabuseasdeflnedjnR5 46:2132.
5 cbi Sexual assault as defined in R.S. 29:220.
6 (Cl Stalking asdefmedinR,S. 14:4’6.

7 (3) “Remote access technology” means technology that enables a driver of
8 a motor vehicle to remotely tract control, or operate the driver’s vehicle usingg
9 smartuhone app or other device.

10 (4) “Survivor” means an individual who is a victim of a covered act, as
11 defined inthis Seion.

12 2192. Remote access suspensioisurvivor of a covered act

13 A.( I) A motor vehicle manufacturer shall suspend the remote access
14 technoloiy on a motor vehicle within two business days from receipt of a complete

15 remote access susnension request from a survivor.

16 (2) A complete remote access suspension recjuest requires the following:
‘V17 (a; A certified cony of a protective order as provided by R.S. 46:2 136

18 against the abuser that has been signed by a judge, hearing officer, or commissioner,

19 a temporary restraininQ order as provided by R.S. 46:2135 against the abuser that has

20 been signed by a judge, hearing officer, or commissioner, or any other official

21 document that evidences that’ tt’has committed a covered act.

22 (b) The survivor has ownership interest in the motor vehicle otacethfied.

23 cops of a iudument that provides exclusive use of the motor vebcle a1ess of

24 ownership.

25 B. The remote access technology may remain disabled for the duration ofthe

26 protective order. temporary restraining order, or judgment rantin2 exclusive use of

27 the motor vehicle.

28 C. The motor vehicle manufacturer shall provide a process that includes a

29 prominent and clearly visible link entitled “HOW TO DISCONNECT REMOTE

30 VEHICLE ACCESS” on the motor vehicle manufacturer’s website.
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I Pjic_proyisions of this Secttn shall npt apply to a motor vehicle
2 manufacturer that technologically cannot disable the remote access teclmp1ov on
3 a motor vehicle.

4 2393. Civil fine

5 Am motor vehicle manufacturer that is found to have violated R.S. 46:2192
6 shall be subject to a civil fine often thousand dollars per violation, not to exceed a
7 sum of one million dollars. The attorney Reneral may maintain a civil action in a
8 court of competent iurisdictipn to recover such fines.

9 2194. Survivor Empowerment Fund

10 A. There is hereby established in the state treasury, as a special fund, the
11 Survivor Empowerment Fund, hereinafter referred to as the “fund”.

12 B.( 1) After allocation of money to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund
13 as provided in Article VIL Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana. the
14 teasinr shall deposit into the fund monies paid as a civil fine levied aEa nst a motor
15 vehicle manuihcturer in violation of R.S. 46:2192. The treasurer shall also deposit
16 into the fluid any monies transferred or avpropriated by the legislature and any

17 grant. donations. Qifts. or other monies which may become available.

18 (2 Monies in the fund shall be invested in the same manner as monies in the

19 state general fund. Interest earned on investment of monies in the fund shall be

20 deposited into the state general fund. Unexpended and unencumbered monies in the

21 fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

22 C.( 1’ Subject to aupropriation by the legislature to the Louisiana Commission

23 on Law Enforcement and the Administration of Criminal Justice, monies in the fund

24 shall be used to assist victims of crime pursuant to the Victims of Crime Act and the

25 Violence Against omen Act.

26 (2) In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Apt, the Louisiana

27 Commission on Law Enforcement and the Administration of Criminal Justice shall.

28 adopt and promuhzate rules necessary for implementation and administration of the
V29 provisions of Parwzraph (1) of this Subsection.
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2I 95. Limitations on manufacturer; remote access suspension request
A motor vehicle manufacturer may not do any of the followinu in order to

disable the remote access technolouv:

(1) Require the survivor to pay a fee or any outstanding fines owed 1w the
abuser.

(2 Contact the abuser after the survivor submits a complete remote access
suspension request.

$2 196. Liability

A motor vehicle manufacturer and any officer, director. emyloyee, vendor..

or a2ent thereof shall not be subject to liability for any claims derivinE from the
motor vehicle manufacturer’s technological inability to disable the remote access

teehnolog’. or for any claims initiated by an abuser derivina from an action taken

pursuant to this Chapter.
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 130

BY REPRESENTATIVE BILLINGS

La. Ltate biw rttt
PIINTEfl’S COL’Y

NO DTS
CassIfic&!an c 4i-

AN/r&f

2 To amend and reenact R.S.:i9:1547(A)(ld ) and R.S. 46:2592(1) and 2593, relative
3 to executive branch complianc,hth the Americans with Disabilities Act; to provide
4 for the duties and resp74’bilities of the office of the state Americans with
5 Disabilities Act coo9itor; to provide for definitions; to provide for the return to
6 work program witln the office of risk management; to provide for an effective date;
7 and to prov e for related matters.

8 Be it enacted the Legislature of Louisiana:

ction 1. R.S. 39: 1547(A)(1) and (B) are hereby amended and reenaeted to read as

11 §1547. Return to work program

12 A. There is hereby created within the office of risk management the return

13 to work program. The goal of the program shall be the safe and expedient return of

14 state employees with job-related injuries and illnesses to transitional or regular

15 employment. The office of risk management shall, by rule, design a program that

16 returns workers to gainful employment as soon as is medically possible after ajob

17 related injury or illness. The program shall at a minimum include the following

18 components:

19 (1) A transitional ciuyluyinci.t return to work program.

20 * * 4

21 B. The transitional cmpluyizicut return to work program shall be designed

22 by the office of risk management in conjunction with the Luia11a Dam111t uf

23 Ci vjCc office of the state Americans with Disabilities Act coordinator, within
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the office of the Rovemor, division of administration. Ti0.. psuwaul th011 liavc. aS ita
2 obJt thc of hanaitiynal jb bih alluw &n cmployitC
3 wt1ra-jubarcla&d_injaryoj illness to retant to work as soon medkaflyyossible.
4 I Th 0ffi of iiak mmou at of th sliJi upjJinptc th JI
5 I tatu aCiieic, bua1& ad wmnjjaajOjjb thc & vclvpniciit ofcuz aCtivity mialy ftnni

6 to & uaiA Li ulnj,jrnja t6 taaL, and aaao.ia&4 demnuth of cah puitiuu fuwid iii

7 stk uv..iiuIu.it. The ft1 La tu & Uacd to ,Ouimunii.,atc tilL. iufCiiii1htf,.1 tO

8 phyai..iaais to ciiablc th1 to uiakt lt.ttnll-ty- .-01k dcoiaioaa L.o. caissig atatc o1k1s
9 nude1 t1J s.a’c. Program procedures and forms shall be developed and agreed to

10 by both offices.

11 * * *

12 Section 2. R.S. 46:25920) and 2593 are hereby amended and reenacted to3adC

13 fojwr’

14 §2592. Definitions

15 For purposes of this Chapter, the following terms have the meaning ascribed
V

1 6 to them in this Section:

17 (1) Agency’ means a department, office, division, agency, commission,

18 board, committee, or other organizational unit of the executive branch of state

19 government that has fifteen or more employees.

20 * * *

21 §2593. Powers and duties

22 The office shall have the following functions, powers, and duties:

23 (1) To serve as the coordinating body for ADA compliance for all state

24 agencies within the executive branch of state government.

25 (2) To asaiat tatc aenJca in updatiflb, tInthL.niug, a1d culiata,ing tlic

26 upC of bclf-L.valu4iyu 411d timi.itioii plan to cuauie couipliaii.z *th th... ADA

27 Iflaiidat& To promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with the Administrative
‘V

28 Procedure Act to ensure consistent administration of the ADA and related disability

29 accommodations laws across state agencies.
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ç3) To provide consultation on state employee accommodations, upon

reQuest inc1udin review of applicable medical documentation.

4) To administer and enswe compliance by state agencies with the annual
plans and repprts required by this Chater.

(5) To design the transitional return to work program in conjunction with the
/

office of risk management in accordance with R.S. 39:1547.

(3)() To provide reports and recommendations to the legislature for the

adoption of legislation to facilitate compliance with the ADA.

(4)(fl To offer subject matter expertise for all matters relating to the ADA.

(5)j) To conduct general and customized training on ADA topics for state

(6) To provide informal technical assistance about the ADA to the general

public and collaborate with local ADA support systems.

&XIQ) To increase public awareness of the ADA for the purpose of helping

more citizens to understand the letter and the spirit of the law.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the go

signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law

bythe

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the

effcctive on the day following such approval.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
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17

18

19

20

agencies.

of Louisiana. If

this Act shall become

APPROVED:,

LOUISIANA
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 658

BY REPRESENTATIVE TUP}JER

La. te Lrw t&te
P4TE’$ CO?YcMs To:_JXSp3

1

2 To enact Chapter 54-A of Title 46 ofAe Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be

comprised of R.S. t62693, re34lve to intergovernmental relations; to impose fees

4 on addiction recovery provf4s; to establish the Medicaid Trust Fund for Addiction

5 Recovery; to provide f the transfer, deposit, and use of monies in the Medicaid

6 Trust Fund for Ad etion Recovery; to provide for an effective date; and to provide

7 for related m ers.

8 Be it enacted b e Legislature of Louisiana:

9 Se Ion 1. Chapter 54-A of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,

10 coxupt4d of R.S. 46:2693, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

11 CHAPTER 54-A MEDICAID TRUST FUND FOR ADDICTION RECOVERY

12 2693. Medicaid Trust Fund for Addiction Recovery

13 A.c 1) There is hereby established a permanent trust fund in the state treasury

14 designated the “Medicaid Trust Fund for Addiction Recovery’, hereinafter referred

15 to in this Chapr as the “fi.ind”. After alloeation ofmoney to the Bond Security and

16 Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII. Section 9(B) of the Constitution of

17 Louisiana, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the find all moneY that is

18 received from any source, including, but not limited to interuovernmental transfers

19 and all income on investment of monies in the fund,

20 (2) Monies in the fluid shall be invested by the treasurer in the same manner

21 as monies in the state general find, and interest earned on the investment of these
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1 monies shall be credited to the fund. All unencumbered and unexpended monies in
2 the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

3 (3) Monies in the fund may be used as the source of state matchjmt funds for
4 I Medicaid funds to make enhanced payments to addiction providers.

5 (4) For the pumoses of this Ch4ter, “addiction provider” means a Louisiana

6 licensed healthcare provider that provides any of the following services:

7 (a) Inpatient and residential substance use treatment.

8 (b) Substance use intensive outpatient treatment.

9 Cc) Withdraw management.

10 B.( I) After July 1. 2025. self- assessed fees, federal Rrant allocations, or any

11 other source shall not be subject to appropriation unless authorized by a joint

12 resolution approved by two-thirds of the elected members of each house of the

13 legislature and except to provide for:

14 (a) The re-basing of reimbursement rates for addiction providers in

15 accordance with the approved state Medicaid plan.

16 (b The development and fiindin&a of a reimbursement system for the

17 Medicaid addiction provider program.

18
- (C) The reimbursement of any monies deposited into the Rind as a result of

19 over paymeiof federal funds.

20 (2) Upon completion of the initial intergovernmental transfer, addiction

21 providers will be re-based in accordance with the apøroved state Medicaid plan. In

22 ensuing years. re-basing in accordance with the approved state Medicaid plan may

23 come from the principal in the trusC\but shall be limited to earnings on invesUnent
U,

24 from the fund.

25 (3) Only earnings on investmcnt from the fund may be appropriated each

26 fiscal year for services of the state Medicaid program in the following order of

27 priority:

28 (a) For providing for a wage enhancement for direct care personnel working

29 in Medicaid certified addiction provider settings in accordance with a plan

30 established by the Louisiana Department of Health and representatives of the
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1 addiction provider industry. The plan shall nrovide for a direct oass-through of the
2 costs of such wage enhancement in a manner to ensure that the addiction provider
3 rate is adjusted to reflect the full costs of such wage enhancement.

4 (b For annroprjations solely and exclusively for services of the state
5 Medicaid proEram that are subject to federal financial participation in matc1jg

6 funds.

7 14) Monies in the fund shall not be used to displace. replace. or supplant

8 appropriations from the state neneral fund for the Medicaid urogram below the

9 amount of state general fund anoropriations for the Medicaid nroram for the 2025-

10 2026 Fiscal Year unless the official fbrecast of recurring monies available for

11 aporooriation which is utilized by the legislature in its adoption of the state budget
excirnq —

12 for the ngurie’fiscaJ year as provided in R.S. 39:26 indicates that revenues for such

13 year will be insufficient to fund the state budget at the same level as the previous

14 xcr.

15 C.( 1) The Louisiana Department of Health is hereby authorized to adopt and

16 impose fees for healthcare services provided by the Medicaid program on addiction

17 providers if and when such fees are eliuible to be utilized for federal funding

18 matching reQuirements. The amount of any fee shaii not exceed the total cost to the

19 sofnrcyidin the healthcare service subject to such fee.

20 (2) Mv fee authorized by and imposed pursuant to this Section shall be

21 considered an allowable cost for purposes of insurance or other third party

22 reimbursements and shall be included in the establishment of reimbursement rates.

23 (3) Subiect to the exceptions contained in Article VII. Section 9(A) of the

24 Constitution of Louisiana, all fees collected pursuant to the authority granted in this
Vt

25 Section shall be paid into the state treasury and shall be credited to the Bond Security

26 and Redcmption Fund. Out of the hinds remaining in the Bond Securi and

27 Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from that fund to pay all

28 obliuations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become due and

29 payable within any fiscal year. the treasurer shall denosit the fees into the Medicaid
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Trust Fund for Addiction Recovery an amount equal to the total amount of such fees
2 collected.

3 D. The department shall promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with
4 the Adminisirative Procedure Act necessary to administer the fees imposed rein)
5 includinu but not limited to mies and regulations regarding the collection and
6 payment of the fees and the records necessary to be maintained and made available
7 by the providers on whom the fees are imposed.

8 E. The eovernor. by executive order. may desiQnate any agency, department.
9 or division of state government to collect the fces authorized’hereN

10 Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the gov€rnor or, if not

11 signed by the governor, upon expiration ofthe time for bills to become law wi out signature

12 by the governor, as provided by Article ifi, Section 18 of the Constitutio of Louisiana. If

13 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, is Act shall become

14 effective on the day follong such approvai. /
SPEAKER O?i’HE H0&SE OF REPRESENTATWES
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