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ACT’f’73
ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 624

BY REPRESENTATIVES BERAULT, AMEDEE, BACALA, B&MBURG, BILLINGS,I BOYER, BRYANT, BUTLER, CARLSON, CARRIER, CARVER, CHENEVERT,I COATES, COX, DEWITT, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, ECHOLS,EDMONSTON, EGAN, FIRMENT, FISHER, FREIBERO, GLORIOSO, HEBERT,HENRY, HORTON, ILLG, JACKSON, MIKE JOHNSON, KERNER, MANDIELANDRY, TERRY LANDRY, LARVADAIN, MACK, MCMAKIN, MELERINE,OWEN, ROMERO, SCHAMER}TORN, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, ST. BLANC,I STAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON, VENTRELLA, VILLIO, WALTERS. WILDER,WRIGHT, AND WYBLE AND SENATORS BASS, CARTER, CATHEY,EDMONDS, JENKINS, MCMATH, MIZELL, MYERS, OWEN, PRESSLY,WHEAT, AND WOMACK

La. Sftte Law tthate
PR4TE’S COPY

Ed’.]sTo: ALL- Pgs.
Note: -SE& Afr,cfl€o wit

I

_____

AN4CT

To amend and reenact R.S. 1$780(C)(3)(4Xi), R.S. 1t68.2.1(A) and 74(DX2), R.S.
n a I
ld:933.1, R.S. ‘:14.1(B)(1) and(C)ç/5), 3047.6(A), and 3914(M)(1), theheading of

4 Chapter 1 of Title 23 of the LouisiAna Revised Statutes of 1950, R.S. ji, 2, 3,

5 6(introductory paragraph), (1), /(2), (3), (7), and (15), 7, 12, 14, 17,

6 73(A)( l)(introcluctory paragraphj, (a) through (c), and (d)(introductory paragraph)

and (ii), (C), and (E)(2), 74, 7SjA), (B), (C)(1), (D)(3)(a) and (b), and (E), 76(A),

8 (B), and (C)(I), (2), and (S)(y 78(intxoductory paragraph), (1). and (5), 1600(2) and

9 (3)(a), 1693(1)0 )(introduc1ttry paragraph), (a), and (b)(introductory paragraph), (i),

10 and (ii), (2), and (3) and/J) R.S.Ø%3(3), 4(A)(introductory paragraph) and (6), the

11 heading of Chapter 7/f Title 36 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 301,

12 308(A) and (B), ai31309 (A)(introductory paragraph), (B)(introductory paragraph),

13 (C)(introducto/PararaPh) (D), and (E)(introductoiy paragraph), R.Sj (2), (4),

14 and (6), 1 52.1(A) and (B)( 1)(introductory paragraph), (2), and (3), 54, 56(A)

15 and (B)(y 59, 60. 107(A)(l), 114(A), (B), (C)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (2),

16 (D), (E)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (3). 114.1, 114.2, 114.3(A) and (B),

17 1 1%(D) and (E), 116,230.1(A) and (B), 231(11) and (24), 231.4(A) and (D), 234,
aAc4

18 /36 237(A).(E),(fl, and (GJ, 301(A)(l) and (2), 321(2) through (5), 322(2) through
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HR NO. 624
ENROLLED

1 (6), 323(introductory paragraph), (3), and (4), 324(A))(B), (C), (D), and
2 (E)(introductory paragraph), (1), and (2)(introductory paragraj)h), 325(introductory
3 1 aajra 326 through 328, 331(A)(1) through (3). 332,

152(1)(a) and
4 ), 431, 433(A), 434, 441, 443, 444, 447, 450.1(A), (B)/4) and (5), and (C)(1)
5 and (2), 460.1,460.4(A), 460.5(A), 460.7(A) and (C), 4604A)O) and (B), 460.10,
6 932(12), and 936, and R.S.t91(lXf) and l402(l)(d), to/nact R.S. 36:309(F) and
7 R.S. 46:107(E), and to repeal R.S, 23:18 and 34, R.S. 31:308(E), R.S. 46:52.1(C)
S through (F), 55, 102, 103, 112,230.1(C), and 23 1.14(G)$), and R.S. 49:1402(O(a),
9 relative to the reorganization and restructure of/the Louisiana Workforee

10 Commission and the Department of Children and Fi1y Services; to provide for

11 certain family and support programs in the Dep ent of Children and Family

12 Services (DCFS) being transferred to the Loulsi Workforce Commission (LWC)

13 and the Louisiana Department of Health (L ); to replace the Department of

14 Children and Family Services with Louisian orks or LDH in certain provisions

15 in Titles 11, 14, 15, 23, and 46 of the L isiana Revised Statutes of 1950 that

16 reference DCFS programs that will be sferred to Louisiana Works or LDH; to

17 change the name of the Louisiana Wo orce Comnñssion to Louisiana Works; to

18 establish the purpose of Louisiana orks; to establish additional duties and powers

19 of Louisiana Works; to provide for the powers and duties of the secretary of

20 Louisiana Works; to provide de nitions; to provide for integrated case management

21 and service integration of cial service and workforce programs; development

22 programs; to provide for to local workforce development areas; to provide for

23 SNAP Nutrition Educ tion; to provide for the SNAP Workforce Training and

24 Education Program; o provide for duties ofLDH in regards to administering SNAP;

25 to provide for S P work requirements; to provide for aid to needy flies, such

26 j as the Tempo Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and subsidiary programs

27 within T ‘,such as the Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program

28 (FITAP the Kinship Care Subsidy Program, and other educational, employment,

29 tr g, and related services programs; to provide for the submission of certain

30 f deral quarterly reports to the legislature; to provide for the Incentive Award

Page2of63
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ENROLLED

Program; to provide for the administration of public assi4nce benefits payable to
2 mentally incapable individuals; to add certain ifinctions o the office of workforce
3 I development; to transfer certain powers, duties, ctions, and responsibilities
4 relating to certain programs within the office f family support of DCFS into
5 Louisiana Works and LDH; to make technica orrections; to authorize the Louisiana

6 State Law Institute to make certain r ested changes to references concerning

7 LWC; to authorize the office of st C register to make all necessary changes for

8 applicable references to DCFS d Louisiana Works or LDH; to provide for the

9 transfer of monies related the transferred programs from DCFS to Louisiana

10 Works and LDH; to pr ide for the monies held in the state treasury for the Fraud

11 Detection Fund to transferred to LDH; to provide for the continuity of programs

12 and contracts ansferred from DCFS to Louisiana Works and LDH; to provide for

13 effective tes; and to provide for related matters.

14 Be it enacte y the Legislature of Louisiana:

15 ection 1. R. S. 11 :780(C)(3)(a)(i) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as

16

§780. Reexamination of disability retirees; modification of benefits; restoration to

18 active service

19 * * *

20 C.

21 * * *

22 (3)(a) 1f pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection, the board of trustees

23 reduces the pension of any disability retiree of this system who retired pursuant to

24 a reciprocal agreement between this system and any other state or statewide public
/25 retirement system, the reduction shall be subject to Subparagraph (b) of this

26 Paragraph, provided the retiree satisfies all of the following provisions of this
V

27 Subparagraph:

28 (i) The vocational rehabilitationprogram within tl.c DCp&iti.it.iLt t,fchildtcii

29 mid Fauiily vit,u Louisiana Works furnishes the retiree with durable medical

Page3of63
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ENROLLED

(b) The administrator shall deduct and withhold from any unemployment
2 compensation payable to an individual who owes an uncollected overissuance of
3 f00d zt&iiip SNAP benefits:

4 (i) Any amount specified by the individual to the administrator to be
5 deducted and withheld under this Subsectn if the administrator also receives
6 confirmation from the LouisianaDepartment of Childj ..n ffiIJ Family fk1 viucs Health
7 that there has been an enforceable determination of overissuance.

8 (ii) Any amount determined pursuant to an agreement, if any, between the
9 individual and the Louisiana Department of Chili11 4d rani;ly Gi ‘i.çp un&1

10 Health pursuant to Section 13(c)(3)(A) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977,7 U.S.C.
11 2022(c)(3)(A).

12 * * +

13 (2) My amount deducted and withheld 1d1 pursuant to this Subsection

14 shall be paid by the administrator to the Louisiana Department of Health Chi1ch1,

15 1d family Sciyi,.c, or its designated office.

amount deducted and withheld from payable benefits u& pursuant
16 (3)Any

__

17 this Subsection shall for all purposes be treated as if it were paid to the individual

18 as unemployment compensation and paid by such individual to the Louisiana

19 Department of Health CLiIch..,n and rannly S_1 yiCS as repayment of the uncollected

20 overissuance of food ty 4lvtmixt SNAP benefits.

21 * 4’ *

22 Section 10. R.S. 36:3(3), 4(A)(thtroducto paraaph) and (6),

23 Chapter 7 of Title 36 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 301. 3OS{A) and (B), and

(Bxintroduc24 309(A)(introductory paragraph% jQry.para&i5C)(introductoIy paragraph),

25 (F)), and (E)Qntrodtictoiaragraph) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

26 §3. Definitions

V
27 As used in this Title, the following terms have the following meanings unless

28 the context clearly indicates otherwise:

29 * * *
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1 (3) Department’ means a department of the executive branch of state
2 government created or continued in this Title in accordance with the constitutional

.73 mandate contained in Article TV, Section 1 and in Article XIV, Section 6 of the
4 Constitution of Louisiana and shall include th. L,ia11a Counnissipjj
5 Louisiana Works.

6 * * *

7 §4. Structure of executive branch of state government

8 A. In accordance with the provisions of Article IV, Stion 1 and Article
9 XIV, Section 6 of the Constitution of Louisiana, all offices, boards, commissions,

10 agencies, and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government, whether
11 constitutional or statutorv(their functions, powers, duties, and responsibilities

‘I12 shall be allocated, either in the Act by which this Title was created or by legislation
‘.713 enacted subsequent thereto, within the departments listed in this Section, except as

14 provided in Subsections B and C of this Section, and in order to comply with this

15 constitutional mandate, the agencies of the executive branch of state government

16 hereinafter enumerated, whether heretofore created by the constitution or by statute.

17 a0dJ1 or their functions, powers, duties, and responsibilities are allocated, in the
‘7

18 manner hereinafter set forth in this Title, within the following designated

19 depaents:

20 * * * L .i
F

21 (6) Lysi&ia Wo1kfo, Cuirnspiyu Loinsiana Works. {.22 * * * I [
23 CHAPTER 7. LOUISIANA WORKFORCE COMMISSION LOUISIANA WORKS

24 §301. Luu,iajsa Wuikfun C11,0M Louisiana Works; creation; domicile;

25 composition; purposes and functions

26 A. Ujuipiatis W1kfoc Cyiuu..iun Louisiana Works is created and

27 shall be a body corporate with the power to sue and be sued. The domicile of the

28 Cm’tia.,iuit department shall be in Baton Rouge. Thc. V.T1kf1

29 Louisiana Works shall be deemed to be one of the twenty departments
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1 of the executive branch of state government as provided in Article IV, Section 1 of
V2 the Constitution of f994 and as provided in this Title.

3 B. Tl1. Luuaiwip WyLkfu.. C iien Louisiana Works, through its
offices and officers, shall administer and enforce laws and programs designed to

5 protect the economic and physical well-being of Louisiana’s workforce and pursue
6 the availability ofthe workforce to meet the needs ofthe economy. The cuisi1
7 dspartment shall coordinate and administer programs conducted by the state, or
8 jointly with federal agencies, in the area of labor-management relations, manpower
9 evaluation and training, vocational rehabilitation, independent living, blind services,

10 employment, unemployment and workers’ compensation, job safety, and the
II licensing and regulation ofcertain types of work. The tyuuuipii department shall
12 be responsible for delivering workforce development solutions for businesses and
13 economic sectors of the economy and coordinating with other state agencies and
14 offices for the delivery of workforce development solutions as provided for in R.S.

15 23:1801. The uLui3iUu department shall perform functions related to

16 administration of the community services block grant for which provision is initially

17 made in the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981.

18 C.(l) Th Luuipiaiip V1kfo1. Co1111 Louisiana Works shall be

19 composed of the executive office of the secretary, the office of management and

20 finance, the office ofworkforce development, the office ofunemployment insurance

21 administration, the office of workers’ compensation administration, the uffit.... uf

22 i’.vupatiuital iisfuiuiatiuti a..a and such other offices as shall be created by law.

23 The Louisiana Workforce Investment Council, as more specifically provided in R.S.

24 23 :2042 et seq., shall be placed within the executive office of the secretary.

25 (2) Except when changes are necessary for the efficient delivery of

26 workforce development solutions for businesses and economic sectors of the

27 economy, whenever the secretary determines that the administration of the functions

28 of the wlmuiiOIl department may be more efficiently performed by eliminating,

29 merging, or consolidating existing offices or establishing new offices, the secretary

30 shall present a plan therefor to the legislature for its approval by stamte.

31 * * *
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1 §308. Offices; purposes and functions

________

2 A. The purposes for which the offices of the L,ui,i& WkflJfl,C

_____

vz3 CZsc Louisiana Works are created shall be as set forth in this Section.
4 B.W The office of workforce development shall perform the functions of
5 the state relating to the administration, enforcement, supervision, and direction of
6 programs related to the formulation of standards and policies promoting the welfare
7 ofwage-eaniing women; the employment ofindividuals with disabilities; vocational
8 rehabilitation; occupational information services: independent living; blind services;
9 customer service delivezy; employment; training; minimum wage standards; welfare [10 of workers and labor disputes, including the promotion of voluntaiy conciliation of

11 disputes; regulation and certification of private employment agencies; minor labor
12 laws; the formulation of policy relative to labor apprenticeship; worker protection
13 programs, including medical payment; and employment security and employment
14 service field services, all in accordance with applicable laws.

/15 (2) k addition to Paragraph (1) of this Subsectiom the office of workforce

16 development shall also perform the functions of the state relating to data processing

17 and the development analysis. and dissemination of labor market and occunational

18 informatiort includinz but not limited to training and forecasting data.

19 * * *

20 §309. Transfer of agencies to Lis.1a WUu1 Louisiana Works

21 A. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be within the

_______________

L22 Luuiaiaaia W.kf1e Cunuaiiuu Louisiana Workas provided in ItS. 36:802:

23 * * *

24 B. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafier shall be within the”
V25 Lauiaana W.nlSyic Louisiana Worksças provided in R.S. 36;901 et

26 seq.:

27 * * *

28 C. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be withinthe

29 Lois \VviUuitc CoiiuiaiOis Louisianar3provided in R.S. 36:803:

30 * * *
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I D. The powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities relating to Louisiana
2 Rehabilitation Servic9/.S. 23 :3 1 et seq1re hereby transferred to thc LuuLimip
3 WU1 Ci111i1i Louisiana Works to be exercised and performed by the
4 iscutiyc secretary, in accordance with the provisions ofR.S. 36:921 et seq.
5 E. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be within the
6 Luuiias.a W1kf1. CuL1irniaul1 Louisiana Works and shall perform and exercise
7 their powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities as provided by law:

: SeØ1ft9s hereby enacted to read as folIow
10 §309. Transfer of agencies to Luuiaua Con ivn Louisiana Works
11 * * *

12 F. The powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities related to the

13 Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANFI program. including employment

14 and trainintz programs, are hereby transferred to Louisiana Works to be exercised and

15 performed by the secretary, in accordance with the provisions of Part II of Chapter4-tuv —

16 22 ofTitle,$. R.S. 36:851 et seq.

17 Section 12. R.S. 46:18(A), 52.1(A) and (B)(1)(introductory paragraph), (2), d (3),

18 1 14(EXI)çintroductoryparagraph) and (3), 114.1, 114.4(D) and (E), 116,2 , 01 (A)(1) and4-be hca*-in c.(cbraStE4oc P Lo#C-A.pftt and19 (2), 321(2) through (5), 322(2) through (6), 323(introducto aragraph), (3), and (4),

20 324(A), (B), (C), (I)), and (E)(introductory paragr , (1), and (2)(introductoiy paragraph),

21 32sQntroductory paragraph), 326 g 328,33 l(A)(1) through (3), 332, 352(1)(b), 431,

22 433(A), 434,tt , )(4) and (5), and (CXI) and (2), 460.4(A), 932(12), and 936 are

23 here ended and reenacted to read as follows:

24 §18. Health care records; copies

25 A. The provider of health care shall furnish to the claimant, the person

26 appointed to represent the claimant in his dealings with the Social Security

27 Administration, or an agent with written authorization made pursuant to 45 CFR

28 164.508, upon request, a copy of any records that axe necessary to support his filing

29 for social security disability benefits or supplemental security income benefits under

30 any provision of the Social Security Act. Cost of each photocopy shall not exceed
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1 Section
l
5. 5.49:19150(0 l4O2lareherthysenderJ anc[t&nacted to

2 read as follows:

3 § 191. Termination of legislative authority for existence of statutory entities; phase-
4 out period for statutory entities; table of dates

5 Notwithstanding any termination dates set by any previous Act of the
6 lcgislature, the statutory entities set forth in this Section shall begin to terminate their
7 operations on July first of each of the following years, and all legislative authority

8 for the existence of any statutory entity, as defined in R.S. 49:190, shall cease as of

9 July first of the following year, which shall be the termination date:

10 (1) July 1,2026:

11 * * *

12 (f) Tl1.. Luuiiaup Wuikfytp Cuuuaipiup Louisiana Works and all statutory

13 entities made a part of the department by law.

14 * * *

15 §1402. Definition of terms

16 As used in this Chapter, the following terms have the meanings ascribed to
4.-

17 them in this Section unless otherwise clearly indicated by context:

18 (1) “Agency” means any of the following state depaitments: P
19 * * * L

20 (d) Iaua WyiUyit Louisiana Works. t
21 * * *

/ / V 2
22 Section 16. R.S. 23:18 and 34 and R.S. 36:308(E) are hereby r ealed in their

23 entirety.

4.— ‘-V

24 Section 17. R.S. 46:52.1(C) through (F), 55, 102 03, 112, 230.1(C), and 2 2
sf —V

25 231. 14(G)(3) and R.S. 49: 1402(l)(a) are hereby repeal in their entirety. > tZ

26 Section 18. The Louisiana State Law In te is hereby authorized and requested to
- ‘%LQ

27 change all references in the Louisiana ised Statutes of 1950 to the Louisiana Workforee . . .4L.
28 Conunission, whether referr to as the “Louisiana Workforce Commission” or

29 “commission”, to “Lona Works” or ttdeentr where propriate. The Lo
HTh

uisiana b —

30 Stat>kfitute is hereby further authorized and requested to change all references to the J 2
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1 executive director of the Lonisiana Workforce Cossion, whither referred to /
2 ‘executive director of the Louisiana Workforce Commission”, “exective director of the
3 commission”, “executive of the depathnent”, or “executive dfrector”,/o “secre”.

/4 Section 19. The adnistratjve rules contained inthe Louisja Administrative Code
5 promulgated by the Depent ofChildren and Family Sewicesa successor department,
6 which govern or are applicable to the pro and op%io tmnsferr from the
7 Department ofChildren and Family Services, or a successo/departinent, to Louisiana WorksCiS 2ozc 418 by this Act shall continue to be effective, and the of of state register shall change all
9 applicable references to the Department of Childre and Family Services, or a successor

10 department. to Louisiana Works and redesignate d renumber, as needed, all applicable

11 provisions as are necessary to maintain continu in the Louisiana Administrative Code.

12 Section 20. All monies held in the s te treasury for the Fraud Detection Fund on

13 the effectivc date of this Section, shall on that date, be transferred to the Louisiana

14 Department of Health.

15 Section 21 .(A) All Departme t of Children and Family Services, or a successor

16 department, contracts related to th operation and administration of the programs and

17 activities transferred to Louisi Works by s Act
47 Dbe deemed to have been

I 8 transferred and assigned to Loui& a Works upon the effective date of this Section without

19 the necessity ofcontractual ame dment, and Louisiana Works shall be solely responsible forr20 all related obligations and ha lities arising on or after that effective date.

21 (B) In order to ensur continuity of seMces dng the transition peflod, any pending

22 or unfinished business o the programs being transferred over shall be taken over and

23 completed by Louisian Works with the same power and authorization as that of the

24 Department of Childr and Family Services, or a succcssor depawnt.

25 (C)( I) All employees engaged in the performance of duties relating to the functions
/

26 of the programs ad services transferred from the Dcpartment of Children and Family

27 Services, or a 3hcessor department, to Louisiana Works are hereby transferred to Louisiana

28 Works to 74 out the functions of Louisiana Works and its programs and services and shall

29 continue’ to perform their duties, sub] ect to applicable state civil sen’ice laws, rules, and

30 ons. Subject to such laws, positions in the unclassified service shall remain in the

3-
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1 unclassified service. Upon the transfer of employees to a boardh employees shall
2 immediately have the ability to payroll deduct or direct deposit their payroll earnings in
3 favor of any credit union of which they were members prior to thansfcr.
4 (2) The Department of State Civil Service shall assist,$ Department of Children
5 and Family Services, or a successor department, and Louisia,iWorks in all human resource
6 activities deemed necessary to make such a transfer, human resource activities shall
7 include but are not limited to the transfer of personn files and other related confidential
8 documents, position descriptions, retirement benefi ,and related benefits, including but not
9 limited to those offered by the Office of Group enefits.

10 (D) In order to ensure continuity services, Louisiana Works shall provide

11 adequate finding from the Temporary Ass’ tance for Needy Families (TANF) program to

12 the Department of Children and Family rvices, or a successor department, to run the child

13 protection and child welfare services set forth in an interagency agreement. The amount

14 and schede of funding transfers s ii be determined based on the agreement ben the

15 secretaries of Louisiana Works d the Department of Children and Family Services, or a

16 successor department. Both partments agree to work collaboratively to ensure that

17 adequate financial resource are provided annually. In the event that the secretaries are

18 unable to reach an agree em regarding the funding provisions, either department may

19 request a resolution by the commissioner of administration. The commissioner shall

20 convene a meeting be een the secretaries and make a final determination on the proposed

21 allocation of fundin to be included in the annuai proposed operating budget.

22 Section 2 .(A) The provisions of R.S. 23:73(E)(2) as amended and reenacted in \
Ukctc2ozciJo.t]l23 Section 8 oft s Act’hall supersede the provisions o? R.S. 23:73(E)(2) as amended and / Q

ILL
24 reenacted in ection 1 of Act No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature when /
25 Section 1 fAct No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.

CcZoc,o.499]126 ) The provisions of R.S. 46:936 as amended and reenacted in Section 14 ofthis Act

27 shall s persede the provisions of KS. 46:936 as amended and reenacted in Section 5 of Act

28 No. 84 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature when Section 5 ofActNo. 384 of C):

29 lhe”2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.
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I Section 23.(A) The workforce development rograms administered by the
2 Depaent of Children and Family Services shall be admstered by Louisia Works, or
3 its successors. The workforce program includes those co9àlidated under Skills Employment
4 and Training, or “SET for Success”, or successor prografs, the Child Support Enforcement
5 Employment and Training Program, or a successor pr’ógram, and the Strategies to Empower
6 People (STEP) Program, or a successor program.,/

7 (B) All employees of the Departme of Children and Family Services, or a
8 successor department, whose duties involve 9e administration or implementation of the
9 programs provided for in Subsection A of is Section shall be transferred to Louisiana

10 Works, or its successors, in accordance wi applicable civil service laws and regulations.
11 (C) The Department of Childre and Family Services, or a successor department,

12 and Louisiana Works, or its successorsfraii execute an interagency agreement to ensure the

13 continued funding of these Programs/n a manner consistent with each program’s current

14 funding sources and mechanisms/The agreement shall provide for the allocation of

15 resources, personnel, and admin/strative support necessary to maintain uninterrupted

16 program operations. Louisiana \4rks, or its successors, shall provide a monthly report andI
17 invoice to the Department of 95hildren and Family Services, or a successor department,

I .. .18 which shall be paid within thifl days of receipt, and provided ma format prescnbed by the —

/
19 Department of Children and ami1y Services, or a successor department, for an interagency ‘‘

I
20 transfer of funding to Louiana Works, or its successors.

21 (D) The secreta9’es of the Department of Children and Family Services, or a 2
22 successor department, a/cl Louisiana Works, or its successor, or their respective designees,

23 i shall take all actions ecessary to implement the provisions of this Section, including

24 transferring and assi ng contracts and promulgating rules and regulations in accordance

25 with the Administr/ive Procedure Act.

26 Section 2 .(A) The Disability Determination Services (DDS) program administered

27 by the Departm nt of Children and Family Services shall be transferred to and administered

28 by the LouislAa Department of Health, or its successors.

29 (B/All employees of the Department of Children and Family Services, or a

30 success/department whose duties involve the administration or implementation of the

31 DDS/ogram shall be transferred to the Louisiana Department of Health, or its successors,

32 in cordauce with applicable civil service laws and regulations.
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1 (C) Upon transfer, the Louisiana Department of Health, or its successors, shall be
2 the direct recipient of all federal funding for the DDS prograth from the Social Security
3 Administration. /
4 Section 25. To further improve the financial situation of the state and to more
5 efficiently and effectively provide services to the citizens ofthis state, Louisiana Works shall
6 reduce at least forty employees from its July 1, 2024, employee count through natural
7 attrition no laterthan July 1,2027. /1

8 Section 26.(A) The administrative rules cc4tained in the Louisiana Administrative
9 Code promulgated by the Department of Childre,l and Family Services which govern or are

10 applicable to the programs and operations tranyferred from the
DePartmrt

of Children and
11 Family Services to the Louisiana Departm#t of Health by this Act ‘all continue tb be
12 effective, and the office of state registe/shall change all applicable references to the

13 Depment of Children and Family Se ices to the Louisiana Depaent of Health and

14 redesignate and renumber, as needed, at{ applicable provisions as are necessary to maintain

15 continuity in the Louisiana Adnñnis tive Code.

16 (B) All Department of C ldren and Family Services contracts related to the

17 operation and administration of e programs and activities transferred to the Louisiana

18 Department of Health by this Ac/shall be deemed to have been transferred and assigned to

19 the Louisiana Dcpaent ofAealth upon the effective date of this Section without the

20 necessity ofcontractual ame dment, and the Louisiana Department of Health shall be solely

21 responsible for all related bligations and liabilities arising on or after that effective date.

22 (C) In order to e9éure continuity of services during the transition period, any pending

23 or unfinished busine of the programs being transferred over shall be taken over and

24 completed by the Lhisiana Department of Health with the same power and authorization

25 as that of the DepLmcnt of Children and Family Services.

26 (D)(1 )/ll employees engaged in the performance of duties relating to the functions

27 of the pro$4ms and services transferred from the Department of Children and Family

28 Services the Louisiana Depaent of Health are hereby transferred to the Louisiana

29 Popnt of Health to ca out the functions of the Louisiana Depaent of Health and

30 it4rograms and services and shall continue to perform their duties, subject to applicable

31 i Late civil service laws, rules, and regulations. Subject to such laws, positions in the
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unclassified service shall remain in the unclassified service. Upon the transfer of employees
to the Louisiana Department of Health, such employees shall immediately have the ability
to payroll deduct or direct deposit their payroll earnings in favor ofany credit union ofwhich
they were members prior to the transfer. /

(2) The Department of State Civil Service shall assist the Department ofChildren and
Family Services and the Louisiana Departffint of Health in all human resource activities
deemed necessary to make such a transfei. All human resource activities shall include, but
are not limited to the transfer of pershnei files and other related confidential documents,
position descriptions, retirement benefits, and related benefits, including but not limited to
those offered by the Office of 9oup Benefits.

(B) The commissioner of administration is hereby authorized and directed to make
necessary adjustments to”appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 to conform with the
provisions of this Acts Adjustments shall be through the notification of appropriation

process or through 4pproval of mid-year adjustments.

Section 27.(A) Sections 1,2,4,6,7,9, 10, 12, 15, 16, 18, 20, and 23 through 26 of

this Act shaWbecome effective on October 1,2025. c- 2o z ç Jo. +19](B/The provisions of Sections 8, 14, and 22 ofthis Act shall become effective when

Act No/384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.
//

(C) Sections 3, 5, 11, 13, 17, 19, and 21 of this Act shall become effective October

1, 2027.

/

APPROVED: 2C)2025
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ACT 4-11
ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILLNO. 617

BY REPRESENTATIVES CARVER, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAMBURG, BERAULTBILLINGS, BOYER, BRAUD, BRYANT, CHENEVERT, COATES, cox,CREWS, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, EDMONSTON, FIRMENT, FISHER,FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, HEBERT, HENRY, HILFERTY, JACKSON, MIKEI JOHNSON, KERNER, LACOMBE, MACK, MCMAKIN, MELERINE, MOORE.• NEWELL, OWEN, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, STAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON,• WALTERS, WILDER, WRIGHT, AND WYBLE AND SENATORS BASS,BOUDREAUX, CATHEY, CLOUD, CONNICK, HENRY, MCMATH, MILLER,MIZELL, MYERS, REESE, SELDERS, AND WHEAT

La StMe Law n:ttute
PRTE’S COPY• EUsTo ALL Pgs

1 *

ANACT

2 To amend and reenactC1ii1& tödé Articles 509(B)(1), 5 12(B)(1), 522(A)(2), 1269.3(F),

3 1270(B), (E), and (F), 1271(A), 1273, 1283.2(H), 1285.2(H), and 1519, tbdeof

4 Article 902(10), R.Si633(F)(14), R.S;9f315.16(A), 315.40(1) and (3),

5 399.1(A) and (9(3) and (4), and4Oó(B)(2) and (C)(2), R.S. 11:441.1(F), R.SJS :998
flnfto Vas.) ‘ 4 ( Intic. Fct) hntfc. rtu)6 (B) and (E)(1) and (3), 1141(8) and (E)(1) and (3), 1414(B) and (E)(1) and (3),

4291(3)0), and 5108.2, R.S. i5:87(A)(2)(a) and ), 587.1(I), and 587.5(A)(4),

8 R.S. 17:192.1(A)(1Xa and (3), R.S. i3i605(A)(4), R.S. 36:3(7), 8(E)(2)(d), 9(C).

9 471(3) and (C)(1), 472(A): 475.1(B) and (C), 476, and 477, R.S. 40:34.5(E),
q(lnbt1)10 46.12(D) and (F), and 1061.14(B)(3XbXi), R.S. 43:11I(A)(8), R.S. 44:38, R.S.

11 46:51(introduetory paragraph), 51.3, 233.1(C)(introductory paragraph) and

12 (D)(introductory paragraph), 236.1.1(3), 236.1.4(E), 236.1.8(D), 236.3(A)(2),

13 236.10(A), 236.11(C), 236.12(8)0), 236.14(D)0)(introductOry paragraph),

14 236.15(A)0), 236.16,238(B), (C), (D), (E)(introductory paragraph) and (7), and (F),

15 281, 1002(A), (B)(inUoducto paragraph), and (C), and 2136.2), R.S.

16 47:299.11(1), 299.41(B), 463.112(C), and 9027(C)(1 0)(introductory paragraph) and

17 (c), and R.S. 51:1442(4) and to repeal R.S. 36:474(A)(1 1) and (0) and477(B)(2) and
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1 R.S. 46:51(2) and (14) and 233.1(A) and (B), rela)jJe to the organization of the
2 Depaent of Children and Family Services; t/reate the office of child support
3 and the office of child welfare; to elimif ate the office of children and family
4 services; to transfer the duties ofy4in offices within the Department of Children
S and Family Services; to rernc(’e outdated provisions; and to provide for related
6 matters. /
7 Be it enacted by the L attire of Louisiana:

8 Section 1. 4hdrents Code Articles 509(B)(1), 512(B)(l), 522(A)(2), 1269.3(F),

9 1270(B),Q3) d(F), 1271(A), 1273, 1283.2(H), 1285.2(H),and l5l9areherebyamended

10 and r ted to read as follows:

11 Art. 509. Development of interagency protocols; drafting committee membership;

12 meetings; compliance deadline

13 * * *

14 B. At a minimum, each committee shall include the following members:

15 (1) A representative of the office of c1ii1ch 1d family S’.i v iucs, jjjd

16 welfare. Department of Children and Family Services.

17 * * *

18 Art. 512. Composition of the multidisciplinaiy investigative team

19 * * *

20 B. Governmental entities that have responsibilities imposed by law for the

21 investigation of child abuse include:

22 (1) The office of diildreu aiid f0ti1 sc child welfare. Department of

23 Children and Family Services.

24 * * *

25 Art. 522. Applicability

26 A. A child advocacy center is established and becomes subject to the

27 provisions of this Chapter when all of the following have been accomplished:

28 * * *

29 (2) An agreement to use the services of a child advocacy center has been

30 executed by representatives of the district attorney, the office of d1l&cu aiid fatuity
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1 Section 10. RjJ:477ç)c13 is her b amended andreenacted to read as follows:
2 §477. Office; purposes and functions

3
* * *

4 B.(1) The office ofchildren and family services shall perform the services ofthe state
5 i relating to public assistance programs to provide aid to dependent children and to adults,
6 who due to age, disability, or infirmity, are unable to adequately meet their basic needs. It
7 shall also administer th. füod tcmip yiOgam u it child support programs,
8 establishment of paternity programs, disaster relief grant programs for individuals and
9 families, and such other programs as assigned by the secretary. It hJl aho wiidt

10 dhability and utlici Clicsit oIblit dctcttniiiatiuiia, rnsd may co.1dt m’Aial aistitu
11 Cltunt cligibility dctc.inii,.atic,is. The office is authorized to enter into interagency
12 agreements with other state agencies to conduct eligibility determinations. The office shall
13 provide for the public child welfare functions of the state including but not limited to
14 prevention services that promote, facilitate, and support activities to prevent child abuse and
15 neglect; child protective services; voluntary family strengthening and support services;

16 making permanent plans for foster children and meeting their daily maintenance needs of

17 food, shelter, clothing, necessary physical medical services, school supplies, and incidental

18 personal needs; and adoption placement services for foster children freed for adoption. It

19 shall also perform the functions of the state relating to the licensing of facilities regulated
/

20 under Chapter 14 of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. Thc office shall

21 issue and monitor domestic violence services contracts.

22 * * *

23 Section 11. R.S. 36:3(7), 8(E)(2)(d), 9 C 4jJLB).na4.(e)(t,1’72Z5,475.l(B) and

24 (C), 476,snd4’77 are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

25 §3. Definitions
V

26 As used in this Title, the following terms have the following meanings unless

27 the context clearly indicates otherwise:

28 * * *
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1 (7) “Undersecretary” means the officer designated to direct and be
2 responsible for the functions of the office of management and fmance of certain
3 departments. Fo1 th. Dpaa tiiie,it f1l11 &d FaaLJIJ S4 U11&j AflL.taIy’

4 mc& t1i c,ffitw dtaiuated tu dilat atd be icspuiisibk fu1 thu fw1di11 uf thu
5 diviiuii uf maktagcislcdst asid fniau.p within tin. uffit,c uf ulijidita. and fasiiily
6

7 * * *

8 §8. Fiscal oversight and program evaluation

9 * * *

10 E. As used in this Secn, the following words shall have the following
11 meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

12 * * *

13 (2) ‘Undersecretary” means the undersecretary of each department in the
14 executive branch of state government, except “undersecretary” means the following
15 in the case of the listed departments:

16 * * *

17 (d) For the Department of Children and Family Services, the secretary;

18 however, for the purposes of Paragraph (A)(2) and Subsection D of this Section,

19 “undersccretary” shall mean the undersecretary for the di isiun office of

20 management and finance for the department. In addition, for purposes of Paragraph

21 (A)(5) of this Section, reports of problems related to budget, finances, or

22 administration shall be the responsibility of the undersecretary as provided in

23 Paragraph (A)(5) of this Section, and reports of problems related to programs and

24 policy shall be the direct responsibility of the secretary. Any provision of this

25 Section that requires the undersecretary to report to or inform the secretary shall not

26 be applicable to the Department of Children and Family Services for any function

27 or responsibility exercised by the secretary pursuant to this Subparagraph.

28 * * 1’

29 §9. Designation of certain organizational units; uniform terminology

30 * * *
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C.tt) Each organizational unit which reports to the secretary, which is not
2 an agency and is not within an office, shall be in the executive office of the secretary
3 and sha)l be designated as follows:

4 (a) fl) A unit which reports directly to the secretary shall be designated as
5 a bureau.

6 (1,) (fl A subunit of a bureau shall be designated as a section.
7 (c) (3. A subunit of a section shall be designated as a unit.
8 (2) Put th.JX.pai tIllcnt 0f Cl1i11h,.11 and Paniily S1 viCus, each utbaniz.atiunal
9 dt h;d1 &yuitS to thc. an..taiy, hi.h i not an aii.y and Ia not vv:thm t

10 d viaiun ofman%m1it 0.11d fLnan.,..., the d viai.m 0fJ1ild cifan.,, th tl1e &.I,i0-0f
11 family upyurt, shall bc ni tL tACvuti cdi viiun, and ,hall &ainat4 a5

12 (a) A unit hkh icpuit di1.Ul, to the S&idaiy hall b &a.n&4 aa

13

14 (b) A aubuitit 0f a buicau ahall b desiimtcd &a a act.tioiu

15 () A submit of a ay’,.Gon ahall h &ignatcd &a a Lilit.

16 * * *

17 §471. Department of Children and Family Services; creation; domicile;

18 composition; purpose and flinctions
* 4E19 B.[fl Ihc Deu1iil of Childati and Family Scavca, (kouJi it, uffk.e

20 and of&ct,,, ahJI L tczpunsibk fu fix. &voloym.ut a11d providg of SOC.ial

21 vJ’.,cs and tl. iinpiu gcnic,ut of ouu&Isona f.1 th.. tjt1sA.US of Louisiana. The

22 department declares that every child deserves to be safe. stabiliiv is the foundation

23 for success, and strong families create strong communities.

24 2 It is the mission of the department to protect children, empower families,

25 and strengthen communities so even child !zrows up safe, stable, and stromz. The

26 department envisions a future where even’ child thrives in a safe. stable, and loving

27 environment, supported by empowered families and resilient communities.

28 (3 To accomplish the mission and vision set forth, the depaent declares

29 the followinu:
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PS2 results.

3 th1i!iill prioritize connections to bridsze zaps between services. agencies.
4 and in conmiunjtjes to brim.t the rii.Lht people together for real solutions.
5 c It will develop every employee by ensnthe have thç tools and
6 support required to reach their biuhest potential.
7 C.(l) The Department of Children and Family Services shall be composed
8 of the executive office of c’hjldj,cjj and family Sii vacS, the secretary, office of
9 manaiement and finance, office of child welfare, office of child support and such

10 other offices as shall be created by law.

11
* *

12 §472. Officers of the department; compensation for one office only
13 A. The officers ofthe department shall be the secretary, the deputy secretary,
14 the undersecretary, t6.. aasi,tnit vi t.l.ild wclfai c, and the assistant Sc,Ci daiy

15 vf family Suppuit, secretaries, each of whom shall be selected and shall perform
16 functions as provided in this Title.

17 * * *

18 §475.1. Undersecretary; functions; dimivu office of management and finance

19 * * *

20 B. The undersecretary shall direct and be responsible for the functions of the

21 divi,ivn office of management and fluas1, ithin the ofd1ild11i &11d family

22 vites finance. itl1n tlic Department of Children and Family Services. In such

23 capacity, he shall be responsible for accounting and budget control, procurement and

24 contract management, data processing, personnel management, grants management,

25 and facility construction and consulting sen-ices for the department and all of its

26 offices, including all agencies transferred to the Department of Children and Family
‘V27 Services, except as otherwise specifically provided in this Title. Thc undersecretary

28 shall exercise all powers and authority granted to him in this Title subject to the

29 overall direction and control of the secretary.
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1 C. The duties and functions ofthe division office ofmanagement and finance
2

&alit.e, within th.. 0fflc ufthildicai mid fkuiiily 1ic, and of the undersecretary
3 shall be as provided in this Secn and these duties and functions shall not be subject
4 to change by the secretary, except that the undersecretary shall perform such
5 additional duties and functions as are assigned by the secrctarq.
6

7 §476. Assistant secretaries

8 A. Th1 shall b an assiStant stti.daty yf d1ild welfait. and an aaiStmit
9 sctaeLuy of fininly auppuit, IiohalIbcappuiutcdby tlr.guvc1nvI witlIt,Oiiscaltyf

10 thc Sciiatc who shall Sci yc at th plcaautu eftl1 gu’ctnoi at a alAiy fLed li, tl1c

11 gun..llkoi, wld, 58ia13 shall not cacA tlit. amount apyiOVcd lb1 staji pi.nution by
12 th leiplatuiy hiL in pcS,ius. Each office within the Department of Children and
13 Family Services, except the executive office of the secretary and the office of
14 manalzement and finance, shall be under the immediate supervision and direction of
15 an assistant secrctar who shall be appointed by the tzovernor with the consent of the
16 Senate. Each shall serve at the nlcasure of the uovernor and shall be paid a salun
17 which shall be fixed by the governor, which salarv shall not exceed the amount

18 approved for such a position by the leLislature while in session.

19 8. asiStmIt scciuty ufcl.ild 5hl rrLanac tl1 division of child
20 wdfcuc and pIfolm thc dutluS and fwlt,tIonS of tlic d1ts10 tdatcd to proglain

21 d.clvpIncl1t and âdlllinirztlatioii, yiuImn scflitZ dcli YIy, and dcvclopnleut ofi u1t

22 and policy to govni thc vaiivdS jnuimns of thc division. Except as otherwise
‘-7

23 expressly provided in this Title, the duties and functions of each office and its

24 assistant secretary shall be determined by the secretary, and all such duties and

25 functions shall be exercised under the direct supervision and control of the secretary.

26 C. TiLtS aopiptant setictaty of fmiily su}puit 51i&ll L.IAiIagc the division of

27 family auppvit and peiftnni tl’c dutics amid ftuit,tiinis 0f tiiC diviploli iciatcd to

28 iUIIII devuloynmciit and admnnatiation, piogiaiu Scflitc dclivciy, ad

29 &vclopnrciit of muics and t,li1_ to ovcni tlic vaiiOus yiomcanS 0f the diisin.
‘-7

30 Except as otherwise provided in R.S. 36:801. each assistant secretary shall employ.
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1 gjpçjnt. remove. assign andtpromote such personnçj as is necessary for the efficient
2 adniinistrationof his office and itsj’rot.rams and the performance of its powers.
3 th4iies. functions, and responsibilities in accordance with ayplicable civil service
4 laws, rules. and regulations and with regard to no cies and rules of the department.
5 all suject to buduetary control and applicable laws.

6 §477. Of1ic. Offices; purposes and functions

7 A. The purposes for which the offlc.c. 0fd1iId11 and c1;i ci ‘wic.c offices
8 of the Department ofChildren and Family Services jfcreated shall be set forth in this
9 Secti,n.

10 B.(1) Thc yfflc.c ofdiildicn arid £1411I ScLViL ILo1l tfo111 the civiCcs

11 of tlic atate iclatirtg to public. aasiatcurc.c pioglailis to pivvidc d to
12 c.ljil&cii 411d ty adult0, d0e to %c, disability, iidiiinity, &c cu.ablc to
13 adeguatcly inc.ct tlic.ii baoic. isccd. It ali&ll also ad iiitriotoi th fuod otainp piOgiain
14 Ci its uc.c.CSsCr, c.hld suppoit pioiai1is, cptablislnacnt of patc.rmty piogiasns,

15 disaatci iclic.f giant ploglairlo fut individuals and fa,nWco, and ouji ihc. piogiairis

16 as assigned b, tlic c.c.ta. It shall also conduct disability and otl.ci cliciLt

17 eligibility dctcrrninatiorrs, and may conduct nrcdical assistaucc clicnt cligibility

18 dctcnuinations. Tlic ffic.c. is authorincd to cuLi into intciagcncy agiccnic.nts th

19 otlici statt agciii..iC$ to conduct eligibility dctcirriii.atioiss. TI.0 offlc.c shall piovidc

20 fo1 th public hi1d welfc functions of th statC including but not l.itc.d t0

21 picvciition v iccs that pivinotu, facilitntc, and suppvit acti v iticS to p,. Cut c.hild

22 abu0c and ncglLct, c.hild piutcctivc scivi’.,cs, .oluutaiy family stic.Jgtlicirnig and

23 suppuit oci vicys, niakiiig pCiiiiaiieiitplwis fin fostc childmn and i.rcctiiig thci1 daily

24 maiutcnancc. nccds uffood, shcltci, clothrng, ncCCssai physical nicdic,al SCivicco,

25 school supplica, and iiicidcntal pci sOupl nceds, &1d a&optioui placoincnt sci v icus ft,i

26 f05t01 childicn ficcd f01 adoption. It shall also e1f0 tlic fuiictioi.s of tl.c statc

27 relatIng to thc. licciing of facilitics icgulat uudci Chaptci 14 of TaI 46 of th

28 Louisiana Rcyscd SlatUtcz, of 1950. Th0 officc 511M1 issuc .d inoatot dyiucstic

29 violciscc sc, vicco contiacts. The executive office of the secretary shall provide for

30 the gcneral oversight and supervision of the department. The executive office of the
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1 secretan: includes a bureau of audit, bureau of general counsel, and a bureau of
2 communications and governmental affairs.

3 C. The office of child welfare shall provide for the public child wcjfre
4 functions of the state includins.! but not limited to centralized intake; child protective
5

i services: human trafficking programs: making permanent plans for foster children
6 and meetinu their daily maintenance needs for food, shelter. clothinQ, necessary
7 physical medical services, school supplies, and incidental personal needs; adoption
3 placement services for foster children freed for adonSjn; prevention services that

promote. facilitate, and support activities to prevent child abuse and neulect.
10 includin but not limited to voluntary family strernithening and support services; and
11 such other programs as assigned by the secretan. The office shall also issue an
12 monitor domestic violence services contracts.

13 D. The office of child support shall provide for the administration of child
14 support programs pursuant to Title IV-D ofthe Social Security Act, including but not
15 limited to enfprcimi, collectinu, and distributing support obliuations: establishinu
16 paternity; obtaining and modilvinu child and medical support orders: and such other
17 prourams as assiuned by the secretwy.

E-)18 Section 12. R.S. 40:34.5(E), 46. 12(D) and (Fj and 10611 i are hereby

19 amended and r o read as follows:

20 §34.5. Original birth certificate; required contents; name of father

21 * * *

V —22 E. Nothing in this Section shall preclude the Department of Children and

23 Family Services, office of citildicqi and faiiiily sta child support clSO,c.clw,.iit

24 cttiou from obtaining an admission of paternity from the biological father for

25 submission in ajudicial proceeding, or prohibit the issuance of an order in ajudicial

26 proceeding which bases a legal finding of paternity on an admission of paternity by

27 the biological father and on any other additional showing required by state law.

28 * * *
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1 assignment and directing the corporation to make prize payments as a whole or in
2 part to the assignee if the court finds all of the following:
3

* 4 *

4 (10) The petition required by this SubstionAhall be accompanied by a
5 certification from a representative of the Department of Children and Family
6 Services, office of child...11 d frni1 s child supnoij. stating any of the
7 following:

8 * 4 *

9 (c) That the assignor or assignee does currently have a child support
10 arrearage, or the assignor or assignee does owe an obligation to repay any public
11 assistance benefits or an overpayment of child support benefits to the Department of
12 Children and Family Services. The certification from the Department of Children

7---—-13 and Family Services, office of children and family service) shall be provided to the
14 assignor and the assignee promptly upon the request of the assignor or the assignec,
15 and in no event more than ten business days after said request is received by the
16 Department ofChildren and Family Services, office of child,,n asxd faniily v

17 child support.

19 Section 17. j:l442 &ebandreenactedtoread as follows:

20 §1442. Definitions

J21 As used in this Chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the

22 following meanings:

23 * * *

24 (4) “Department’ means the Department of Children and Family Services,

25 office of Ujildan and family . child uypuit ..iifuijc.iiiciit c..tiOu. child

26 support.

27 * * *

_

28 Section 18. R.S. 36:474(A)(1 1) and (01 c1427(BX2) and R.S. 46:51(2) and (14)

29 and 233.1(A) and are he by epealed in their entirety.
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6 (B) Section 10 of this Act shall become effective on October 1,2025. 0

2

I!

APPROVED:

Page 37 of 37

CODING: Words in uj through type are deletions from existing law; words Mpcncoiare additions.

HB NO. 617
ENROgED

/I Section 19. This Act s all become effective only if the Act which originated as
H mc, Jt R--i2 House Bill No. 624 of this 2025 Regular Sesioh otthe Legislature is enacted. If House Bill

3 No. 624 is enacted then:

4 (A) Sections 1 through 9 and 11 through 18 of this Act shall become effective on

LA!

2
/‘-..

-j

-t

SPEAKER6F THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

I ) ZO12oL5
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 274

BY REPRESENTATIVE OWEN

La. Statc Lw grtttg
LR, te Ls Se
PTE7’S CO?Y

.

Es To: zl Pbs. CssIhctan i? c
Note:

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 29:1(B), 722(1), 724(B)(3), 725(A), (B), (C)(1), (E), and (H),
3 and 726(A) and R.S. 364(X7) and to repeal ItS. 36:4(B)(3), relative to the
4 Governor’s Office of H71and Security and Emergency Preparedness; to provide
5 for transition to the iiitary Department; to provide for the employment, authority,
6 and duties of the d’rector; to provide for the powers, duties, and authority of the
7 Department o/iblic Safety and Corrections, office of state police; and to provide

8 for related i’6tters.
I’

9 Be it enacted b /the Legislature of Louisiana:

10 R.S. 29:1(B), 722(A)(1). 724(3), 725(A), (B), (C)(1), (E), and(H). and

11 726()’te hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

12 § 1. Military Department

* * *

14 B. The Military Department shall be composed of the National Guard,

15 Louisiana State Guard, Louisiana Military Police, the Governor’s Office of

16 Homeland Security and Emeriencv Preparedness. and such other offices that may

17 be created or established according to law.

18 * * *

19 §722. Purpose

20 A. Because of the existing possibility of the occurrence of emergencies and

21 disasters of unprecedented size and destructiveness resulting from terrorist events.

22 enemy attack, sabotage, or other hostile action, or from fire, flood, earthquake, or

23 other natural or manmade causes, arid in order to ensure that preparations of this state
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1 will be adequate to deal with such emergencies or disasters, and in order to detect,
2 prevent, prepare for, investigate, respond to, or recover from these events, and
3 generally to preserve the lives and property of the people of the state of Louisiana,
4 it is hereby found and declared to be necessary:

5 (1) To create and provide for designation of the Governor’s Office of

6 Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness within the Military Department,

7 4tate of Louisiana as the state homeland security and emergency preparedness

8 agency and to authorize the creation of local organizations for emergency

9 preparedness in the political subdivisions of the state.

10 * * *

11 §724. Powers of the governor

12 * * *

13 B.

14 * * *

I15 (3) All executive orders or proclamations issued under this Subsection shall

16 indicate the nature of the disaster or emergency, the designated emergency area

17 which is or may be affected, and the conditions which have brought it about or which

18 make possible the termination of the state of disaster or emergency. An executive

19 order or proclamation shall be disseminated promptly by means calculated to bring

20 its contents to the attention of the general public and, unless the circumstances

21 attendant upon the disaster or emergency prevent or impede it, promptly filed with

22 the Military Department. Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency

23 Preparedness and with the secretary of state.

24 * * *

25 §725. State emergency and disaster agency; powers of director; officers of the

26 agency

27 A. The Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency

28 Preparedness, hereafter referred to in this Chapter as GOHSEP, is hereby established

29 az a taL agany within the yffi .,f tb., u vm,I Military Department state of

30 Louisiana.
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B. The governor shall designate the Governor’s Office ofi-lomeland Security
2 and Emergency Preparedness within the Militan’ Department as the state homeland
3

- secty and emergency preparedness agency. n. uffi aLafl l an
4 a...nt.y iii tlic 0ffi,... uf tlit. uvcniui and, tLiuugb itS quail iupuit d1e...tl, ta
5 tIi guviiiOi. The office shall have authority for and shall be responsible for its own

6 accounting and budget control, procurement and contract management, personnel t7 management, and grants management and shall carry out these functions .tl.c1

8 dnUly Vt thAVLthaUtiIOLi2Ad aaaiguinaittu c11Iutlici tatc agu...y VI d01Ltt. Tin.
9 ufll..c through the Military Department, which shall have authority to enter into

10 contracts and agreements necessary in carrying out it’s the office’s functions and

11 responsibilities.

12 CU) There shall be a director of the Governor’s Office of Homeland

13 Security and Emergency Preparedness who shall be appuiiitJ by tl1 vanui,

14 ubjct tu Sc,i&L cvnfuiiiataju employed by and report directly to the adiutant

15 general. He shall administer the state emergency preparedness agency as provided

16 in this Chapter. The director shall serve at a salary fixed by the hid1

17 aluy qIlall nut CAt..d tic. aniuuut ap1nuvc.d ft. th yuitani by t.c lt.iSlatuat.

18 adjutant ueneral.

19 * 4’ *

20 E. Th dh.t1 shall apyuiiit a &put) diiuctui, ubjL.Ct tu $.nak

21 .,,u&u1ation, t adauinL,t...s tin. pAuioiun ftLi ChapLa. The cLpaty &ivtui sh.11

22 Iiav. and rn&y .AVIV1SC .n.l’ puncla mid dt1 of thc. irectv a tic dnct.tcn aim11

23 &luatc to hiu.. The director may appuii.t sn.h aaqistaiit deputy diatdVms shall

24 employ a deputy director and may employ additional deputies and assistants as may

25 be necessary to carry out the functions of the office, including but not limited to

26 homeland security, emergency preparedness, and recovery. Each deputy or assistant

27 dcputy datVL shall have and may exercise such powers and duties of the director

28 .. thc dt) d;iuct as the directori &puty di tui shall delegate to him.

29 * * *
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1 H. The director, subject to the direction and control of the governor, jn
2 through the adjutant general, shall be the executive head of the state homeland
3 security and emergency preparedness agency and as such shall be responsible tu thc
4 for carrying out the programs for homeland security and emergency
5 preparedness for the state of Louisiana. For actions related to a gubernatpriallv
6 declared disaster or emergency, the agency and director shall report to the 2overnor
7 or a person designated by the uovernor for that purpose. He shall coordinate the
8 activities of all agencies and organizations for homeland security and emergency
9 preparedness within the state and shall maintain liaison with and cooperate with

10 homeland security and emergency preparedness agencies and organizations of other

11 states and of the federal government. He shall coordinate public-private sector
12 relationships in order to meet the needs of an emergency or disaster pursuant to R.S.

13 29:726. All state agencies and departments shall comply with directives from the

14 Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness relating to

15 emergency planning and operations. He shall coordinate the implementation of the

16 Emergency Management Assistance Compact pursuant to R.S. 29:733. fl

17 provisions of this Subson shall not supersede the powers. duties, or authority of

18 the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, office of state police.

19 * * *

20 §726. Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness;

21 authority and responsibilities

22 A. The Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency

23 Preparedness, under the uvciuu’ Military Department, shall be responsible for

24 homeland security and emergency preparedness in the state. In order to perform the

25 duties and functions required under this Char. the office may establish and

26 maintain office of homeland security and emergency preparedness operations

27 centers. The office may obtain immovable property for such operations centers by

28 sale, transfer, grant, donation, lease, exchange, or any other means, including

29 interagency transfers of property and cooperative endeavors.

30 * * *

I;
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1 Section 2. R.S.36:4(B)(7) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
2 §4. Structure of executive branch of state government

3 * * *

4 B. The office of the governor shall be in the executive branch of state
5 government. The governor may allocate within his office the powers, duties, funds,
6 functions, appropriations, responsibilities, and personnel of the agencies within his
7 office and provide for the administration thereof and for the organization of his
8 office. The following agencies and their powers, duties, functions, and
9 responsibilities are hereby transferred to the office of the governor:

10 * * *

11 (7) Military Department, state of Louisiana (R.S. 29:1 et seq., Cludi11g
12 piu viitnir fot incIudint the Governor’s Office ofHomeland Security and Emergency

V.13 Preparedness, R.S. 29:721 etseq.).

15 Section 3. R.S. 36:4(B)(3) is hereby repeed in its eñety.

-

SPEAKER ‘THE HbWE OF REPRESENTATIVES

II.
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 528

BY REPRESENTATIVES BOURRLkQTJE AND ROMERO

La. Me Lw !ite
P’QfEVS COPY

E1s1o: ‘ Ps. —9
Rote:

I ANfCT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 36:501(C)(1), 5th(A) and (B), 505, 508(A) through (D) and (F)
4osd(F)3 and (G), 508.1, 508.2(A) and (B, and 5O8.3(A)(2) and (3) and to enact R.S.

CLfl° ( /
4 36:4(B)(38), 504(B)(6) and (7),/506(E) through (F), 508(H) and (I), 508.5, and

5 508.6, relative to the office of ikuisiana Highway Construction under the division

6 of admixilsfration; to add the1 office of transfonnation and the office of project

7 delivery to the eompositionj,f the Department of Transportation and Development;

8 to reconstruct the fiuictiox(s, powers, and duties of officers of the department; to

9 change the appointin,/authority of certain officials; to require the office of

10 transformation to opeate under the supervision of the office of project delivery; to
/

11 designate certain pdwers and duties to the assistant secretary for project delivery; to

12 remove the pow#rs and duties of the office of planning; and to provide for related

13 matters.

14 Be it enacted by th,e Legislature of Louisiana:

15 SectionA. R.S. 36:501(C)(1), 502(A) and (B), 505, 508(A) through (D) and (F) and
(F)

16 (G), 9y08.2(A) and (B), and 508(A)52) and (3) are hereby amended and reenacted

17 and R.½6:4(B)(38), 504(B)(6) and (7) 506(E) through (F), 508(H) and (1), 508.5, and

18 508,/are hereby enacted to read as follows:

19 §4. Structure of executive branch of state government

20 * * *
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I B. The office of the governor shall be in the executive branch of state
2 government. The governor may allocate within his office the powers, duties, funds,
3 functions, appropriations, responsibilities, and personnel of the agencies within his
4 office and provide for the administration thereof and for the organization of his
5 office. The following agencies and their powers, duties, functions, and
6 responsibilities are hereby transferred to the office of the governor:

7 * * *

8 (38) Office of Louisiana Highway Construction under the division of

9 I administration.

10 * * *

11 §501. Department of Transportation and Development; creation; domicile;

12 composition; purposes and functions

13 * * *

14 C.(1) The Department of Transportation and Development shall be

15 composed of the executive office of the secretary, the office of transformation, the

16 office of management and finance, thc offi of CuginCt ins, the office of planning

17 project delivery, the office of operations, the office of multimodal commerce, and

18 such other offices as shall be created by law.

19 * * *

20 §502. Officers of the department; compensation for one office only

21 A.(1) The officers of the department shall be the secretary, undersecretary,

22 deputy secretary, J,ief cugiui, assistant secretary of plannillg project delivery,

23 commissioner of multirnodal commerce, and assistant secretary of operations, each

24 of whom shall be selected and shall perform functions as provided in this Title.

25 (2) The secretary, undersecretary, deputy secretary, assistant secretary of

26 ylun,iii project delivery, assistant secretary of operations, executive director of the

27 Offshore Terminal Authority, commissioner of multimodal commerce, and such

28 other positions which may be authorizcd by the State Civil Service Commission or

29 the state constitution shall be tJlc only unclassified positions in the Department of

30 Transportation and Development. All other positions in the department thall my
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be in the classified state service. The secretary shall fill such positions as in his
2 opinion andjudgment are necessary to thc operation of the department in accordance
3 with applicable rules and regulations of the State Civil Service Commission and
4 applicable law.

5 B. No person sewing as a secretary, undersecretary, deputy secretary, eMef
6 talgijlcci, assistant secretary of plaui project delivery, assistant secretary of
7 operations, commissioner of multimodal commerce, or in any other office in the
8 department shall receive any additional salary from the state other than that salary

9 which he receives by virtue of serving in any one of such offices. Any statewide

10 elected official appointed to serve as a secretary or deputy secretary shall not receive

11 any additional salary from the state other than that salary which he receives as a

12 statewide elected official.

13 * * *

14 §504. Powers and duties of secretary of transportation and development

15 * * *

16 B. The secretary shall have authority to:

17 * * *

18 (6) Eliminate positions within the department deemed to be unnecessary in

19 flulfillinsi the goals of the office of transformation in accordance with civil service

20 rules.

21 (7) Enter into aszreements with other state agencies for the vurpose of

22 developing and implementing Drograms that ensure adequate. safe, and efficient

23 transportation and public works infrastructure and services throtmhout the state.

24 (8) To utilize am’ lawful means to monitor. enforce. and collect penalties for

25 violations occurring within state construction zones. The provisions of this Section

26 shall be applicable notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary.

27 §505. Deputy secretary: functions: office of transformation

28 A. There may be a deputy secretary of the department. who shall be

29 appointed by the sc’.ictaiy eovemor and shall serve as the appointing authority for
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1 the office of transformation. He shall serve at the pleasure of the cet ovemor
2 at a salary fixed by the governor, which salary shall not exceed the amount approved
3 for such position by the legislature while in session. The duties and functions of the

W dcputy secret shall be dt11 to oversee the office of fransfoaflon which
5 sIjall include all duties, responsibilities, and authorities necessan and lawful to
6 optimize the department and fle otherwise assigned by the secretary. He shall

7 serve as acting secretary in the absence of the secretary.

8 B. If the position of deputy secretary is not filled during the absence of the

9 secretary, the secretary may designate either the undersecretary or the cliicfciisiiicci

10 assistant secretary for project delivery to serve as acting secretary in his absence. The

11 secretary shall noti& the governor in writing of his temporary appointment of an

12 acting secretary in his absence. The governor shall have the full authority to revoke

13 the appointment. In no event shall the temporary appointment exceed thirty days in

14 length, except with the specific written approval of the governor. The governor may

15 appoint a temporary secretary to act in the absence or incapacity of the secretary if

16 an acting secretary has not been appointed.

17 C. The deputy secretary shall assess all of the department’s reports and

18 submit one single report to the legislature annually.

19 §506. Undersecretary; functions; office of management and finance

20 * * *

21 E.( 1) The undersecretary shall ensure that no direct or indirect costs

22 associated with any fill- or part-time employee of the department is funded in the

23 capital budget. The capital budget shall exclusively include costs that are directly

24 associated with construction. such as land accuisition and right-of-way costs.

25 construction engineering, construction and reconstruction.. resurfacine. rehabilitation.

26 and restoration, system preservation, and installation or modification of traffic

27 service facilities. The undersecretary shall itemize costs in the canital budget to

28 maximize the leuislature’s and the public’s understanding and awareness of the

29 department’s capital budget.
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1 (2) The operating budget shall clearly and concisely itemize costs associated

2 with past an&present employees of the department. All other costs in the operating
3 budget shall be separated and itemized anart from those associated with past or
4 present employees of the department.

5 F. In the event of budgetary layoffs. the undersecretary shall consult with

6 each assistant secretary of the dcpartment and, in consultation with the secretary, and

7 the office of transformation, initiate and execute layoffs in a manner that minimizes

8 impacts to services to the public.

9 * * *

10 §508. Office of cngincc.liu project delivery; functions; thicf cugiucti assistant

11 secretary; powers and duties

12 A. There is hereby created within the Department of Trnsportation and

13 Development, the office of tI]inc1ir1g project delivery, which shall administer

14 engineering matters related to the state’s highway program with respect to project

15 development, ylannin. design, construction, maintenance, extension, improvement,

16 and regulation of roads, highways, expressways, bridges, and related matters, and

17 any other special highway engineering program as may be directed by the secretary.

18 lie office shall also administer the public works functions of the state related to

19 flood and drainage control, reclamation, waterresources, soil conservation, mapping,

20 disaster relicf, and related matters, the state’s participation in the National Flood

21 Insurance Program, 42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq., and other special programs as may be

22 directed by the secretary.

23 B. The office of tuiuiaing project deliycry shall be under the immediate

24 supervision of the chi..f cngi”c’.a assistant secrtry, who shall be appointed by the

25 secretary. The d1if inc assistant secretary shall serve at the pleasure of the

26 secretary it. aeu.danc with ..ivil aciyiCc iJc,. Thc dsivf cni.p..,ia liall bc a

27 cunIpdctrt t%iUi.t f ii2OglIiLcd ability and tmdii4 VVIIU iS ApIildLC.d iii thu

28 unginuciiug dutiCo of th. &pailiucnt. He shalt rnx be licensed to practice civil
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I engineering in Louisiana. The clfnLLL jstant secretary shall give his whole
2 time to the duties of his office.

3 C. The chief CuitiCi assistant secretary shall have authority subject to
4 approval of the secretary and in accordance with applicable rules and regulations of
5 the civil service commission to employ, appoint, transfer, assign, and promote such
6 personnel as is necessary forthe efficient administration of the office of eniiiihsg

7 project delivery.

8 D. The .hk,fughii assistant secretary shall receive an annual salary fixed

9 by the igpt.uida31z ;th .S1l iulc,, caovernor. yayabk monthly out of ftnicb

10 which salary shall not exceed the amount approved for such position by the

11 legislature while in session. a}plopL iaLd t11e1J and shall b alluw.d his adual and

12 nvtSaiy ffavclin ¼.ApWsa mvuiit.d ii tln. Jisdaaig... of his 0ffi..,i41 tlutic.

13 * * *

14 F. The chief engineer shall approve all plans, specifications, and estimates

15 for the construction of all facilities and projects for which his office is responsible.

16 He also shall have such other duties as may be assigned to him by the secretary or
V

17 the assistant secretary, by the provisions of this Chapter, or by the laws of this state.

18 He shall report the proceedings of his office annually to the secretary of the

19 department and at such other times as the secretary may designate, and he shall make

20 any additional reports as are required by the secretary.

21 G. Th acada1y vi thc chifi%inici th &ypivval of tliC S.t&y way

22 dcSignatc a 1insd tnginC&a in th uf&c of cngIliOOln% to ytrifuwa any dutic

23 NuIicd vf thc ch..fcn th dnf cnnt.i absent vi iucayaitatvd.

24 The assistant secretary in consultation with the chief engineer and with approval of

25 the secretary may designate a licensed engineer in the office of proiect delivery to

26 perform an’ duties required of the chief eiwineer when the chief enaineer is absent.

27 1-1. The strategic mission of the assistant secretaw shall be to, whenever

28 possible. employ individuals skilled in project delivery and contract manasement

29 who are not also licensed professional engineers.
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1. The assistant secretary and the unclassified direct reports under his
2 direction shall maximize to the fullest extent possible the privatization of services
3 and functions within the office.

4 §508.1. Oflkc of planting, fLriit.tiuii$, aa ta4lt aitaty, yuwt.i and dutics
5 A. Tlaa i5 li.acby t.icatcd within th Di.yarbticait f Tiaiiapuitatiun and

6 DCVCLUyULWt, the f&e f p1&ig, 11ith hall adniiiiiLt thc phiinring and
7 jnugiammiiig uiattci tf the dcpaituCut rclatcd to tiategit 1d irsttaiiiodal i5uca,

8 Liiways, budge and pavciLicUt iiLaILascLtLcnut, data eoll1.,tin and asIJyzi,

9 onge$iun, safLty, aviatiyn, yubliu.. tiattyOit&tiCni, publii uia,S transit, and iaihuad

10 and watca tiauapuLlatiuii systcina, and ielatcd uiattCiS, and any uthcr w&ial
11 piugiam aa [nay Uc diac&d by tin. ccsctaay.

12 B. Thc uffit uf plainiitig shall bc uir&i the inrnn.diak sup.1 visiOn of thc

13 assistant sccictaly, shall & appoiriLd by tlrc guVctuvi and shall scavc at the

14 plcuiC ufthc. ai’-t<.y. The assitant sity 5hll UCa t.OtiipCtcti± nrgii.ea or

15 an lnban vi 1giunal ti&rspcrtabvii plaluIc.1 vii w1iie.d ability and standhlg who

16 is familiar with tht. Opiationa vfpubli LanspOitatiOu &paitnnut5 and why, at a

17 inuilinluin, has j.ained a badidvis dcict. ‘PLc assistant S&tctaiy shall ivC his

18 vyltOic, tiluc tv thc dutics f his ffiee.

19 Cr- ‘flit assL,taijt ,c.etary shall lrav autliviity ubjcct tv apprvval uf thc

20 ectctai y a4 in aaidancv with apyli&blC 1k5 and iCgulativnz uftia Civil scivn-c

21 ucniunissivii tu ciriyluy, appuint, transit”, assig4r, and pivniuL sac.h pci5uiuicl as

22 iLc.-csaaiy ft tlrc cffit,iciit adnuinistsatiOn offle vfpla.uiiiig arid p1ugraunutin.

23 13. Tlic assistant scnctal7 shall icccivc &n annual 5alary fi.’A t thu

24

25 thc Icgialatl.uc wl,iic iii sCSaiu”, payablc vut vffthids appicpnated thc,cfui

26 ad shall b0 allvWu&liiS actual arid ii .cssaIy tiavcliug cApcliscs iia.’.niud iii tlic

27 disds&gc fhs yfficial duticS

28 frTIiC aspist&ut sccrctaiy 5hall adnnrustc’ all dcpaitnicut fua,.,tivii.s and

29 dutics fur wind, th. uffl-.c ufplaauJng is icspnisibh. h1., shall also Isayc other

30 putui as rLiay b.. assigncd to him by ilic cictaty, by tin. pioisiOns 0f tl1L Chaytn,
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1 or by tin. law of thi atatw. IL h11 -t th pivdiiga of his vfflt.. aaudally to

2 th... atmy of tin. &ycaihtieiit a1d put,1! 0tl titpcp az tl1 $ctctaty m
3 &aigiate, atid he shall .1tk any additional njiOtlp aa aic sc.tjuiid by th
4 F. Th L s&all, U101d mid myowcied to ptlunn y
5 of th.. dutit,p of the &aSiptmzt .-L1 th aspistmtt bct,ictaiv ip

6 i*a.apat.itaLd h11 li the ohi01 of tl1e it 0dd in. in tk. beat iittcict
7 of th. &paflnaait. Th aa3iStallt Sc..sctaiy with appioval of thy S&a.t&f may
S diigiiaL a iiiciuLi vfthc. Scuxios staff iii tlit. 0ffi..,. 0fla11i to ptSuiiai &ny dts
9 t,gi1t,d 0fth aoitant i._taiy.

10 §508.2. Office of operations; functions; assistant secretaZowe and duties
4’11 A. r There is hereby created within the Departmei’t of Transportation and

12 Development, the office of operations, which shall administer all matters related to
13 the operations of the departments district offices, tlic Ci...attit City Cvimtien
14 lJ1idg, t11.. Shim Didg, and other matters as may be directed by the secretary.

15 8. The office of operations shall be under the immediate supervision of the

16 assistant secretary, who shall be appointed by the governor and shall serve at the

17 pleasure of the secretary. ta.. actaetaiy h1l b1.. a i..uulpt.twt CI.inc1 of

18 ability 0d tandilI h0 ia apLakaed in thc Opi.a&tiuiia uf thc

19 dcpaltnciit. 1k ha1l b1.. liwuscd to yiadi cngintiin in Loiima. Th aaitmit

20 cCictwy ali&11 hi ho1c tuna t0 th dtis 0fhi 0ffice.

21 * * *

22 F. The secretary is specifically authorized and empowered to perform any

23 of the duties of the assistant secretary when the assistant secretary is absent or

24 incapacitated or when in the opinion of the secretary it would be in the best interest

25
1

of the department. The assistant secretary with approval of the secretary may

26 I desiate p liciised a seffior staff member in the office of operations to

27 perfom any duties required of the assistant secretary.
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1 §508.3. Office of multimodal commerce; functions; commissioner; deputy
2 commissioner; powers and duties

3 A.

4 * * *

5 (2) The office shall advise the office of plauuing project delivery on
6 intermodal issues and implement the master plan as it relates to interniodal
7 transportation.

8 (3) Notwithstanding Paragraph (I) of this Subsection, any powers, duties,
9 responsibilities and corresponding department employees, equipment, facilities, and

10 funding of the Department of Transportation and Development with respect to

11 federal programs on rail safety and the administration of federal rail safety and

12 hazard mitigation funds and 4hc like shall remain with the office of eI1ghi&1h1
‘7

13 project delivery of the Department of Transportation and Development.

14 4 * *

15 $508.5. Office of transfonnation: functions: powers and duties

16 A. There is hereby created within the Department of Transportation and

17 Development the office oftransformation which shall operate under the direction and

1 8 supervision of the deputy secretary. The purpose ofthis office shall be to implement

19 strategies and initiatives designed to enhance operational efficiency within the

20 aent.

21 B. In addition to its other duties, the office of transformation shall implement

22 the followinu measures for the purpose of improvint efficiency within the

23 department:

24 (1) Develop, implement and evaluate annually Key Performance Indicators

25 (KPS’). At a minimum, the strategic coals of these KPl focus on asset

26 management. workforce efficiency, innovation. safety, and stakeholder customer

27 services.

28 (2) Develop and implement a quantitative methodology for the prioritization

29 of capacity projects. This methodology shall account for the measurable benefits of

30 each project. including but not limited to anticipated impacts on economic
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I development, and shall serve as a basis for the systematic ranking and scbeduIingf
2 project delivery.

3 (33 Develop standardized project selection templates for use across the
4 department’s various programs. The templates shall identify the necessary data
5 elements and evaluation criteria required for the identification, assessment, and
6 prioritizat ion of departmental projects in a consistent and objective manner.

7 4) Identify routine pavement preservation projects that are appropriate for
8 i manazement and execution solely by the department’s district personnel. Upon such

9 identification. responsibility for the implementatjpn of projects shall be

10 transferred to the respective district offices, with the oa1 of enhancintz ojgjional

11 efficiency and localized project delivery.

12 15k Identify and implement opportunities to outsource routine maintenance

13 activities in order to more effectively provide safety-critical repair and maintenance

14 of the state highway system in a timely manner.

15 45O8.6. Departmental reform: directive and authority to restructure and ouzanize

16 A. The Department of Transportation and Development is hereby directed

17 to fully 1everae the office of transformation to hold each office of the department

18 accountable to optimize the respective functions under the direction of the deputy

19 secretary.

20 B.( I) It shall be the charge ofthe office oftransformation to have established

21 and empowered a central Department of Transportation and Development data

22 management role and program, for imniementation of a data asset manazement

23 process, documented and formalized for kevproducts, implemented modem standard

24 data architecture, tools. and practices: for centralized data management and analytics.

25 and enabled collaboration by default.

26 (21 Alternatively, the office of transformation shall examine best practices

27 to develop and implement a state-of-the-art internal information system that

28 conveniently and accurately monitors the status of the department’s fi,znctions

29 statewide.
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C. The department shall have enacted comprehensive, department-wide

reforms of the access permit process to include the policy, administrative code.

enineerin directives and standards manual, and online anolicatign processes by

June 30. 2026.

D. The department shall modernize and reform project development and

execution across the entire department to stabilize letting and to remit payments to

vendors and contractors on a bi-monthlv basis, consistent with the terms of its

contracts, no later than June 30. 2026.
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSEBILLNO.538

BY REPRESENTATIvE WYBLE
La. State Liw rtztt

I c;nr cx>’v
La. flate Ln &te NO
PtTE’S CO?Y Cassifm 3o

ETo: pc 4 Pbs. 4 — &JOfE 3
Not —t.jol-E•c7

C,0P9 4c{Ik4fri

1
AN(T

,(cnhic. ecu.)2 To amend and reenact R.S. !4:61(A), 65(A5(2) and (B), 67(C)(1), 72, 79(C), 81.1(A),
3 83(B)(2) and (C)(1), and 85(3) andtS. 36:4. 1(C)(1 1) and to enact RS. 4:67(C)(4),
4 relative to the State Boxing and \restling Commission; to change the name of the
5 commission; to provide with repect to a safety zone for events; to provide for the
6 assessment of fees; to provi4€ that the board shall not receive any state funds; to
7 repeal provisions regardinj salaries for board members; to repeal the statutorily

8 defined amounts of certin licensing fees; to authorize the board to fix salaries and

9 licensing fees; to PrAde with respect to an events coordinator; to provide with

10 respect to the venu/capacity for certain professional wrestling events; to provide for

11 professional 7t1thg event fees; to provide for an exception for professional

12 wrestling boy4’s; and to provide for related matters.
/

13 Be it enacted by k Legislature of Louisiana:
/ 1(InB. rs)14 Secti7f’l. R.S. 4:61(A), 65(A)(2) and (B), 67(CX1), 72, 79(C), 81.1(A), 83(B)(2)

15 and (C)9/’and 85(3) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 4:67(C)(4) is hereby

16 enacwI’to read as follows:

17 §61. Stak d Wisth1g Louisiana State Athletic Commission; domicile;

18 authority

19 A. There is hereby created a Statc ilvAitis and \V1tli Louisiana State

20 Athletic Commission within the office of the governor. It shall consist of seven

21 members, all ofwhom shall be appointed by the governor to serve at the pleasure of

22 the governor making the appointment. Five members appointed by the governor
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1 shall be appointed, one from each Public Service Commission district and two from
2 the state at large. Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to the Senate
3 for confirmation. The governor shall designate one member as chairman, one
4 member as secretary, and one member as vice chairman. The secretary shall execute
5 a bond of five thousand dollars, in favor of the state treasurer, for the faithful
6 performance of the duties of his office. The premium of this bond shall be paid out
7 of the commission funds.

8 * * *

9 §65. Licenses; fees; bond

10 ii A.

i’M * * *

12 (2) Before any such license is granted, the applicant shall execute and file
13 with the StatC DCJAi1I ad W1tIi1 Louisiana State Athletic Commission a bond

14 of five thousand dollars in favor of the Louisiana State DuAg CUIJ Wrestlui

15 Athletic Commission as a security ofgood faith and ability to abide by the terms and

16 provisions of this Châer, for which the commission secretary shall issue to the

17 applicant a certificate of its filing and approval. In lieu thereof, a certified check will

18 be acceptable, which amount shall be kept on deposit by the secretary for the

19 dumtion of the license period. s bond may be increased by the cossion

20 before approving the holding, conducting, or giving of any boxing, mixed technique

21 event, or wrestling exhibition or contest, based upon the seating capacity of the hall

22 or facility where said/contest or exhibition is to be conducted. The following

23 schedule shall govern the amount of the additional bond that maybe required to be

24 posted with the commission for the holding, conducting, or giving of a boxing,

25 mixed technique event, or wrestling contest or exhibition:

26 * * *

27 B. The commission may charge the following fees for licenses:

28 (1) Wrestling and mixed technique event promoters S 250.00 500.00

29 (2) Boxing promoters $ 500.00 250.00

30 (3) Matchmakers $250.00 150.00
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• $2±QO 35.00

$ 2500 3jflO

• $25:00 35.00

.$2&-0935.oo

$ 25.00 35.00

$ 25:0935.00

$ 25.00 35.00

(4) Each member of the commission shall receive a per diem, in an amount

set by the commission, not to exceed one hundred fitly dollars per day, for

attendance at commission meetings or other official commission-approved business

or activities, not to exceed ten days in any one month. Each member shall be
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(4) Referees

(5) Managers

(6) A,mouricers

(7) Professional boxing contestants in main bouts

(8) Seconds

(9) Professional wrestling contestants

(10) Other licenses

* * *

§67. Gross receipts lax; disbursements

* * *

C.(l) The taxes provided for by this Seètion shall constitute a special fund,
which shall be disbursed as provided in this Chapter. The commission shall rcceive
the following salaries: the chairman shall receive a salary often thousand dollars per
annum; the vice chairman shall receive a salary of six thousand four hundred dollars

per annum; the secretary shall receive a salary of seven thousand two hundred dollars

per annum; the four other members of the commission each shall receive a salary of

ftmr jç thousand tln dollars per annum, said jj salaries to be paid from

the monies available in the special fund. If the money available in the special hind

is insufficient to pay the maximum salaries herein authorized, such salaries shall be

reduced proportionately and paid in such amounts as will not exceed the funds

available in the special fund. N0 t6taaidiiis any 0th ysuvi$ivfl of thia Stiuu,

any wunuaaiOna h0 s to bavd to at&.id, oiaantC, Oi uvaaC any

b0i cvuut, mLJ thwgu.. cyut, Os wiCatlmg vcut ahall b titlcd to tl.e

paynscut of a pCi dwu of...hty dvll&aps da11 awl auluwit Lin iiiniacdiatcLy dt

0d to th? nuiaioii L,a,ILIUCL at thc tiniC 0f tin. h?tn cvit.

* * *
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reimbursed actual expenses reasonably necessary for attendinu commission or
committee meetings or for representjn the commission or participating in an official
comnnssion-approvcd activity.

* * *

2.§72. Pivintit3’ ufcats tu ring, cating f1 IL. ii Safety 7one

Ph1. shall L thb prvvidcd f1 th pflo

phyiiaii., cn4warnthsth nu,,’wthZn fuui £.....t villa. ai&o vfth ii115 UI wItIJJII alA

f..4 uftia. t.viutra uf thc im, At.9.0t tkosc b 1k vnnrnaasv’i. Th .1ub
J1ll, ;tht 1p’?& av&tist fin tin. .n,muSawfl aa iS uC.’waaarf fin d.c
pttt.iahua.c yf th.. w’,.i,,, su anJ thvn. yna inoaaay tc, work th uL

A. At each evenkthere shall be an area around tjie,riigor cage extendinuno

less than eight feet as measured from the ring, cage, or from the catwalk;whichshall.

be partitioned at that distance of eight feet usine ropes. fàncfn2. boiicé barriers.
bicycle barriers, or other emplacements from the public seatink• and that area shall

be referred to as the “safety zone’.

B. All of the followirnz shall apply to the safety zone:

Cl) No one may enter theJafey zojie unless authorized bvtheeomrnissioa.

(2) All seating inside of the safety zone shall be authorize&onfr W the

commission in attendance.

(3) Anyone enterinci the safety zone without the authoriw of the commission

may be ejected from the event.

* * *

§79. Referees and judges; appointment of event coordinator

* * *

C. In addition, the commission may appoint an events coordinator, nut titi tin..

wiiuiiiaiuir any boxing event the commission deems necessa, whose fee shall

be paid by the club promoting the event in question, dc.h arnuulit bJ1 nut cpcd

u., Iadid fifty dulla-i man amount fixed b’ the commission.

* * *
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1 §81 1. Tough-man contest; prohibition

2 A. For the purposes of this Chr, “tough-man contest” shall mean any
3 boxing match, wrestling event, or competition, or combination thereof, between two
4 or more persons, whether professionai or amateur, who use their hands, with or
5 without gloves, or their feet, or both, in any manner unauthorized by the State
6 tL,.1 1d Wthxig Louisiana State Athletic Commission, and compete for
7 money, financial prize, or any item of pecuniary or nonpecuniaiy value or compete
8 at an event where a fee is charged whereby either participant may obtain pecuniary
9 gain. The term “tough-man contest” shall not include, nor shall the provisions ofthis/

10 Section apply to any contest, competition, or exhibition of any of the recognized
11 martial arts including karate, judo, kung fu, tae kwan do, jujitsu, kickboxing, or any
12 substantially similar tradition.

13 * * *

14 §83. Application of Chr; professional wrestling events; required notice;
1 5 exemptions

16

*
*2

17 B. The provisions of R.S. 4:65(A)(2), 67(A) and (B), 68 through 70, 72, 73,

18 and 7[C) shall not apply to any professional wrestling event provided all of the

19 following conditions are met:

20 * * *

21 (2) The venue for the event is either a primary or secondary school

22 gymnasium or has a capacity of Lunda.d one thousand persons or fewer as

23 certified by the state fife marshal.

24 * * *

25 C. The following shall apply to any professional wrestling event conducted
V

26 pursuant to Subsection B of this Section:

27 (1) The promoter shall not be required by the commission to pay any show

28 date reservation fee howeverithe commission shall charte a fee oftwo hundred ii fly

29 dollars for the aijifOVál and review of the no1 ,liJl any ftt. Uc limd IL1
7 730 5LW11,iss ft& written notice rcquired by Paragraph (13)(6) of this Section.

31 * * *
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§85. Definitions; constructjon
V

As used in this Chapter:

3 S

4 (3) “Commission” means

5 Athletic Commission.

?Th.

HBNO.538

1

2

ENROLLED

* *

the St4 &,.., aud W1tliI1g Louisiana State

8 §4.1. Agencies transferred from Louisiana Economic Development to the office of
9 the governor; agencies placed within the office of the governor

10 * * *

11 C. The following agencies are hereby transferred to and shall be placed
12 within the office ofthe governor and shall perform and exercise their powers, duties,

I /13 functions, and responsibilities as provided in R.S. 36:803:

14 * * *

15 (11) St4c Busing d W1t1itt Louisiana State Athletic Commission (R.S.
V

16 4:61 et seq.).

17 * * *

18 Section 3. The Louisiana State Law Institute is hereby auth$ized and requested to

19 change all references in the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 195 Vto the State Boxing and

20 Wrestling Commission, whether referred to

21 or commission, to “Louisiana State Athletic
c

appropriate.

SP,rTHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

/1

g / 2S
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371
BY SENATORS MIZELL, ABRAHAM, BOUIE, CONNICK, HARRIS AND MORRIS

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. Staic Lw Ert3a
pcTE!rVG cocY La. ttc Ia

140 DTS CY
rnassifictu____________ 140 Eflt

I
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cortf cc I-3, jo Cass1ticCn ‘C 47

1 ANACT
-M€Ic&E .4kc44-Norrf1fl

4cTt ftikn fllfrl Mi
- NJoTh fr 4-

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 36:101 (C)(1). I 04(A)( 17), the introductoiypgraph of 1

3 and 109(B), and 110(F), R.S.5.t940.1(A), 2311(D), 3135, aid 3 136(A), to enact

4 R.S. 36:109(E) and (F) and R.S. 51:2364, and to repeal .S.47:6007(B)(18) and

5 6022(C)(7) and R.S. 51:935.1,938.1,2314,3131,3 2(7), (8), and (9), 3133, and

6 3137, relative to economic development; to pro de relative to Louisiana Economic

7 Development; to provide for the structure d organization of Louisiana Economic

8 Development; to provide for pow and duties of the secretary of Louisiana

9 Economic Development; to ore the Louisiana Economic Development Innovation

10 Fund; to provide for mem rship and duties of an advisory board; to provide terms

11 and definitions; and provide for related matters.

12 Be it enacted by the slature of Louisiana:

13 Section 1 .S. 36:101(C)(I), 104(A)(17), the introductory paragraph of 108(B),

14 109(B), and 10(F) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 36:109 (E) and (F) are

15 hereby nacted to read as follows:

16 § 101. Louisiana Economic Development; creation; domicile; composition; purposes

17

•:‘ ••‘

ENROLLED

18

19

20

21

22

23

and functions

C.(I) 3)cé Louisiana Economic Development shall be composed of the

LAt,CUtIVL. fficc fthc sccrta.ry, thc of uianaeut.it a11d fiuaiic, th. ufficc

of buincss dcvi.Jopiucut, t11. of port &vclopu1cut office of economic

development and other offices as shall be created by law.

* * *

Page 1 of 10
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I §104. Powers and duties of the secretary of economic development

2 A. In addition to the functions, powers, and duties otherwise vested in the
3

i secretary by law, the secretary shall:

4 * * *

5 (l7)g Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary and with the
6 approval of the commissioner of administration, have the authority to:

7 £12 enter Enter into a cooperative endeavor agreement or an interacpu

8 H agreement providing for the lease, sublease. ogj_e of property tbat is designated

9 b; the commissioner of administration to be under the control and supervision of

10 Louisiana Economic Development for establishment and operation of a facility for

11 the purpose of creating economic benefits to the state, including newjobs, payroll,

12 or other benefits.

13 (ii) Directly purchase property by act of cash sale or enter into an option

14 for purchase of property for the purpose of creating economic benefits to the

15 state. including new jobs, payroll, or other benefits.

16 (b) Any revenue received from the lease, sublease, or sale of property

17 I pursuant to this Paraaph shall be deemed self-generated revenue and shall be

18 deposited into the Site Investment and Infrastructure Improvement Fund.,

19 (c For the sole purpose of exercising the authority stted in

20 accordance with Subpararanh (a’ of this Paragraph, and with the apprenl of

21 the division of administration, the department may create a single purpose

22 entift that shall have the authority to act on bebaif of the department for the
V

23 limited purposes listed in Subparaeraph (a) of this Paragraph.

V24 (d) Any lease, sublease, or sale of property listed in this Paragraph has

25 to first be approved by the commissioner of administration. After the lease,

26 sublease, or sale of property has been initiated, the Joint Legislative Committee

27 on the Budget shall have oversight on the purchase process.

28 * * *

29 §108. Offices; purposes and functions

30 * * *

Page 2 of 10
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1 B. The office ofbuiuca economic development shall perform the following
2 functions of the state:

3F

* * *

4 § 109. Transfer of boards, commissions, departments, and agencies to Louisiana
5 Economic Development

6 * * *

7 B. The following agencies are placed within % Louisiana Economic
8 Development and shall perform and exercise their powers, duties, frmnctions, and
9 responsibilities as provided by law:

10 (1) tn uffi..e of Cu&ttaimlc.lt lidutiy &Vtlupm...nt (R.S. 51.938.1).

11 (2 The offl.e .,f iuteiigtk,nal CunuiicjCC ad the Louisiana Board of

12 International Commerce (R.S. 51.3131 d g. R.S. 51:3132et seq.).

13 (3)0 The Louisiana Military Advisory Council (R.S. 29:61 et seq.).

14 4 * 4

15 E. The office ofentertainment industn’ development is hereby abolished

16 and its powers, duties, functions, and rcsponsibilities are transferred to

17 Louisiana Economic Development and hereafter shall be exercised and

18 performcd as provided in RS. 36:921 et seq.

19 F. The officc of international commerce is hereby abolished and its

20 powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities are transferred to Louisiana

21 Economic Development and hereafter shall be exercised and performed as

22 provided in ItS. 36:921 et seq.

23 §110. Louisiana Economic Development Partnership; advisory committee

24 * * *

25 F. The committee shaH py meet at icast quarterly and may hold additional

meetings as necessary.

* * *

28 Section 2. R.S. 51:940.1(A), 2311(D), 3135 A) are hereby amended and

29 reenacted and R. : is hereby enacted to read as follows:

30 §940.1. Motion picture investor; prohibition on certification for pornographic

Page3oflo
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12

13

14

15

16
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18
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(ii) T11 Cliernip.ilt L,L.iiptiuaiol Ai1t Authvrity
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(v) Rgiunal Ai1it.

(v) Et11m1d Ai1a1k.
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(vi.) Murnv... RciOtm1 Aiapurt

(b) anport liaIl sabuut two ii&iia,S hi thc, gueiiioz. The 8êvC.iiwt .‘lmll

un n.piuacntAtrvc fiOiii tlic ai1orb b1itt111

(9)f5j The commissioner of the office of multimodal commerce in the

Department of Transportation and Development or his designee.

* *

JJ
Section 3. R.S. 47’:6007(B)(l 8) and 6022(C)Q7) andR.S. 51
II] / /

3132(7), (8), and (9), 3133, and 3137 are hereby repealed.

Section 4. The Louisiana State

references to the ‘office of entertainment industry devel

development’ in Louisiana Economic Development,

Revised Statutes of 1950.

office of economic

Title 47 of the Louisiana

/

JJ
3131.

tr

II
L

I

‘IS IA N A



p

-- ANAT

To amend and reenact R.S. 405.5.2(B)(2), ).5.3(A) (B)(introductory paragraph), and (H),

5.10.1 (B), and 31.35(C), to enact/art IV of Chapter 30 of Title 3 of the Louisiana

Revised Statutes of 1950, to be ymprised of R.S. 3:4749 through 4749.3, and R.S.

36:624(C) and 629(LX5), a/d to repeal R.S. 36:204(A)(1O) and 209(D)(4),
/R.S.40:31.35.1, and Seetioy”2 of Act No. 667 of the 224 Regular_Session of the

Legislature, relative to mmercial seafood; to transfer authority for imported

seafood sampling, tes ng, and enforcement from the Department of Culture,

Recreation and To sm to the Department of Agriculture and Forestry; to transfer

the Seafood Safe Task Force to the Department of Agriculture and Forestry; to

provide for the owers of the commissioner of agriculture and forestry; to provide

for penaltiew to provide for reporting by processors and distributors to the

Depart.men of Agriculture arid Forestry; to remove the authority of the Department

of Cultur4, Recreation and Tourism and the Department ofAgriculture and Forestry

to cuigate rules; to provide an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

by the Legislature of Louisiana:

on 1. R.S. 40:5.5.2(B)(2), 5.5.3(A), (B)(introductory paragraph), and (1-1),

31.35(C) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§5.5.2. Seafood safety

* * *

Page 1 of 8
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7

8
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Be it e]

5.1

B.

22 * * *
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S4749.3. Processors and distributors: reoortig
2 A. Commercial Drocessors and distributors of imported and comminizied
3 seafood shall submit a quarterly report to the Department ofAgriculture and ForestryIi
4 I that contains the amount of seafood they bought and sold in the previous quarter. An
5 I accountinQ by volume of the sneejes of seafood bought and sold and the cournrv ofIi
5 orii.zin. or when possible, the state of origin for domestic seafood bouuht and sold.
7 shall be included in the report. The department may also request additional
8 information regarding the product or form in which the seafood was bought and sold
9 and relevant dates or other tracking data. The department shall maintain a database

10 of the information contained in these reports.

11 B. The department shall have the authority to implement fines similar to
/12 thosçppyided for in R.S. 3:4749.2 for imported and commin!’led seafood processors

13 azid distributors who fail to submit the required information for two or more
14 consecutive quarters.

15
. . . . enacted to read

16 §624. Powers and duties of commissioner of agriculture and forestry

17 * * *

18 C. The commissioner of agriculture shall have the authority to administer a

19 seafood program that includes the promotion and marketins of Louisiana seafood in

20 coordination with the Louisiana Seafood Promotion and Marketing Board and

21 reulatinz imported seafood to ensure health and safety. includirnz the administration

22 of any funds allocated or appropriated for the specific purposes of the program.

23 * * *

24 §629. Transfer of boards, commissions, departments, and agencies to the

25 Department of Agriculture and Forestry

26 * * 4’

27 L. The following agencies are transferred to the Department of Agriculture

28 and Forestry and shall perform and exercise their powers, duties, functions, and

29 responsibilities as provided by law:

30 * * *

Page 7 of 8
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1

2

V51 The Seafood Safety Task Force (R.S. 40:5.5.3).

* 4. *

ENROLLED

V V3 Section 4. R.S. 36:204(A)O ) and 209(D)(4), R.S. 40:31.354, and Section 2 ofActF a ALL. fovIcIorJc[,,Jm,fl AT /
-

4 No. 667 of the 2024_Regular Session of Legislature are hefeby reaIed.
5 Section 5, This Act shall become effective upon siae by the governor or, if not
6 signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bill o become law without signature
7 by the governor, as provided by Article ifi, Section 18/f the Constitution of Louisiana. If
8 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved y the legislature, this Act shall become
9 effective on the day following such approval. /

SPEAXtHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

L /9

I

1
V

Ly450U151
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ACT...c.L... La, te Lnw Zte
P’Tq’ CO?yEc.ts Th:_J5SJ pgs__J,jQjJJ_{

‘ENROLLED
2025 Regular Session Note:

_________

SENATE BILL NO. 210 La. tMr Litw rt&to
PTL€fl COY

BY SENATOR CLOUD kO E2Dflt
CIusIlIc;jn ‘c

* c.x’)°9 p&c I, 1Q-•j9Preflied pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

A CT

2 To amend and reenact R.S.25:341, 342,3 4, 345, 346, 349, 350, 353, 380.10, 380.14(A),

3 (B) and (C)(2)(b)(iii), and 380.15 d R.S. 36:208(C) and 209(A)(3) and (9) and to

4 repeal R.S. 25:351, 352 and 38 .11 and R.S. 36:801.8, relative to the office ofthe

5 state museum; to provide re tive to the board of directors and appointments; to

6 provide for domicile, po ers and duties of the office of the state museum and its

7 board; to provide reg ding transition of board membership; to provide relative to

8 properties include in the state museum system; to provide regarding use of the

9 museum’s coil tions; to provide relative to residential and commercial leasing of

10 properties; d to provide for related matters.

11 Be it enacted b the Legislature of Louisiana:

12 Se ion 1. R.S. 25:341, 342, 344, 345, 346, 349, 350, 353, 380.10, 380.14(A), (B)

13 and ( (2)(b)(iii), and 380.15 are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

14 §341. Establishment and location; purpose; board of directors; appointment;

15 compensation of members; terms; oaths

16 A. The Louisiana State Museum is established as a complex of facilities in

17 thc .Jtics of Datysi Ruugc, Nptddtod1cs, N..,a O1eans, Pattc1 Thibdpwc, ud

18 Wimif1d under the management and supervision ofthe office of the state museum

19 of the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism.

20 B. The Louisiana State Museum shall be a historical, cultural, and

21 educational institution whose primary purpose shall be to collect, preserve, and

22 present, as an educational resource, objects of art, documents, artifacts, and the like

23 that reflect the history, art, and culture of Louisiana.

24 C. The Board of Directors of the Louisiana State Museum, liicinafki

/
25 hereafter in this Chapter referred to as the board, is hereby created in the

26 Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism.

27 D. The board of ditc...tois ftl Louisaua Statc Muu shall be composed

Page lofl9
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ENROLLED
I board and if the claimant’s right to receive such property is not established to the
2 satisfaction of the bord office of the state museum within sixty-five days from the
3 date of the second published notice, the property will be deemed to be abandoned
4 and shall become the property of the Edward Douglass White Historic Site.
5 * * *

II

6 §380.15. Use of collections

7 Any collection of the Edward Douglass White Historic Site may be lent in

8 part, subject toJof and in accordance with the collections mana2cment

9 pQjjcies approvedjw the board. The board shall iisSwc ensure proper safeguards for

10 its maintenance and return and shall n3diC ensure that proper records are kept. The

11 collections shall be available for use in educational projects, subject to the approval

12 of the board.

13 36:208(C) and 209(A)(3) and (9) are yamendid reãeted

14 t

15 §208. Offices; purposes and functions

16 * * A’

17 C. The office of the state museum shall administer, manage, operate, and

18 maintain the Louisiana State Museum, including all buildings, collections, and

19 exhibitions of the Louisiana State Museum complex in New Orleans and other

20 museums which may be established under thejurisdiction ofthe museum; except that

21 the board of directors of the Louisiana State Museum shall yy11tiijt to exercise i

22 powe, duties, and functions 2th icSpct tu aCtSiOnS &.d dcaCaaiou ofn1usc1

23 piopCities mid .Jlcctio1s, mid U1 meinbcs th..1of ,hall contnue tv se yC. a

24 trust foi the Wl11 Irby Trust as provided by law.

25 ‘

26 §209. Transfer of boards, commissions, departments, and agencies to Department of

27 Culture, Recreation and Tourism

28 A. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be within the

29 Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism in accordance with the provisions
‘7

30 of R.S. 36:901 et seq. except as otherwise provided by this Subsection:

Page 18 of 19
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I

* * *

2 (3) The Board of Directors of the Louisiana State Museum (R.S.•255’41 et
3 seq.). The board shall jyntiijta tu exercise those its powers, duties, anti fUnctions,
4 and responsibilities with respect to a...ssions, dca uila, lO&ii, 01d

5 Cufli vatiytl jf t10. bdldin6a, cc,1lccti.rns, ad exhibitions the collections of the
6 Louisiana State Museum wl1nh it i putlxpxiz.cd lij laW ty Upcfl..i. dl in accordance

7 with piofczvnai i Scum plact[L45 aS the standards established by the American

8 Association Alliance of Museums, except as otherwise provided by law; and the

9 members of the board shall wntiiiuc to serve as trustees for the William frby Trust.

10 * * *

/11 (9) The Louisiana Civil Rights Museum Advisory Board (R.S. 25:841 et

12 seq.). The board shall exercise and pcrfutta its powers, duties, fUnctions, and

13 responsibilities in accordance with ac...cptcd staiidnrda ufinuacutn OpCiattOiiS id

14 piat.tit$ as the standards established by the American Ai,auciativu Alliance of

15 Museums.

16 * * *

17 Section 3. R.S. 25:351, 32, and 380 are hereby rep

18 Section 4. R.S. 36:801.8 is hereby repealed.

Th
1

PRESID . S NATE

-e
SP AKER’OF THE HOUSE 0 PRESENTATIVES

GOVERN HE STA OUISLANA

APPROVE .
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BY REPRESENTATIVE WALTERS
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1 ANET

2 To enact R.S. 36:259(BX22) and R.S.jø1104 relative to the creation of the Uterine

3 Fibroids Commission; to pyxf for membership of the commission; to provide for

4
i

functions of commiss’ to provide for organization of the commission; to require

5 an annual repo , and to provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by e Legislature of Louisiana:

7 I Set{n 1. R.S. 36:259(B)(22) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

8 §259. Transfer of agencies and functions to Louisiana Department of Health

9 * *

10 B. The following agencies are placed within the Louisiana Department of

11 Health and shall exercise and perform their powers, duties, functions, and

12 responsibilities as otherwise provided by law:

13 * * *

14 (22) Uterine Fibroids Commission.

15 * * *

a—
16

rAr Il-A. iFEIkJ€ ffqcoiD,c
17 1104. Uterine Fibroids Commission

18 i A. There is hereby established within the Louisiana Department of Health.

19 office on women’s health and community health, the Uterine Fibroids Commission.

20 B. The commission shall be comprised of the followinu members:

21 (1) One member from the Louisiana State Nurses Association.

22 (2) One member from the Louisiana Primary Care Association.

Page 1 of4
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1 (3) One member from the Christus Health System.

2 (4r One member from the Southern University and Auricultural and
3 Mechanical Colleie School of Nursin2.

4 t5rOne member from the Tulane University School of Public Health.
5 LLOne member from the Our Lady of the Lake Health System.

6 {1L.One member from the Louisiana Hospital Association.

Two members who are individuals living with uterine fibroids. nolvcvstjc
8 ovary s ndrome. or endometriosis.

9 9 One member from the Louisiana House of Representatives.

10 (10) One member from the Louisiana Senate.

11 (11) One member who is the executive director of the governor’s officegfl

12 women’s policy.

13 L12) One member from the Ochsner Health System.

14 (13) One member from Woman’s Hospital of Baton Rouiz.e.

15 C.(1 The members listed inParagraphs (B)(1) through (7) and (12) and (13)
.7

16 of this Section shall be appomted by the governor from a list ofqualified candidates

17 nominated by the resneetive organizations.
‘V

18 (2) The members listed in Parauravh(B)(8) of this Section shall be appointed

19 by the uovernor from a list of self-identified individuals interested in serving on the

20 commission.

21 (7’) The members listed in Paragraphs (B)(9) and (10) of this Section shall

22 be appointed by the speaker of the House of Representatives and the president of the

23 Senate. respectively.

24 D. Each member shall serve at the pleasure ofthe appointinu authority, Each

25 member appointed by the governor shall be subject to Senate confirmation.

26 E.( 1) The commission shall adopt rules and regulations to provide for the

27 .àpvernanee of the commission. Such rules and regulations shall include hut not he

28 limited’to procedures and grounds for the removal of any commission member.

Page 2 of 4
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1 (2jProcedures for fihlirnz a vacancy created by the removal. resiEanation. or
2 death of any commission member nrior to the end of the commission member’s term
3 shall follow thqse ‘jsed for initial appointments.

4 F. Each commission member shall serve without compensation. Legislators
5 shall receive the same per diem and travel reimbursement for attending a meeting of
6 the commission as is normally provided for members of the legislature.
7 Nonlegislative commission members may receive reimbursement for expenses in
8 accordance with the guidelines of the entftv they represent.

9 G. The chairman shall be elected by the commission for a term to be

10 determined by the commission.

11 H. The domicile of the commission shall be Baton Roue.

12 I. The commission shall hold quarterly public meetings unless decided by

13 a vote of the commission or by order of the chairman.

14 J. The number ofcommission members necessary to constitute a cluorum for

15 the transaction of business shall be one half of the entire membership of the

16 commission. A majority vote of the commission members constituting a quorum

17 shall be necessary for an” action taken by the commission.

18 K. The Louisiana Deoartment of Health shall provide administrative

19 assistance and serve as staff for the commission.

20 L. The fhnctions of the commission shall be to:

21 (1) Evaluate functions and activities of existing groups focused on uterine

22 fibroids and other related conditions to collaborate with and eiwage stakeholders.

23 (2) Support and contextualizc reporting on uterine fibroids and other related

24 I conditions.

25 (3 Serve as an advisory body to the governor and the Louisiana Department

26 of Health on matters relating to uterine fibroids. polvcystic ovary syndrome, and

27 endometriosis.

28 (4) Research and review all state regulations. guidelines. policies, and

29 procedures relative to prevention, treatment. and care of women living with uterine

30 fibroids and other related conditions and. when appropriate, make recommendatiops

Page 3 of4
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1 to the uovcrnor. the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health, and the
2 legislature.

3 (5) Provide a forum for an annual public hearing on matters relatinu to
4 uterine fibroids and other related conditions and provide for other public comment
5 and peer review on federal and state-ifinded programs related to uterine fibroids
6 other related conditions.

7 (6) Make recommendations on policy to ensure that the state establishes

8 public health momtorin2 advances research and providet solutibns fdr women
9 battling uterine fibrpids and other related conditions.

10 M. The commission shall submit an annual wntten report toThe Senate and

11 House committees on health arid welfare at least sixty days prior to each raiilar

12 session. The report shall include a summary of the data relevant to the fimctions set

13 forth in Subsection L of this Section.

4

*
APPROVED:
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ACT9SB
2025 Regular Session

ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 244 (Substitute of Senate Bill No. 193 by Senator Hensgens)

BY SENATOR HENSOENS

La. tti4e La?: :!b,te
PFNTEw3 CO?Y

[c’sTo: 4/I_ Ps.
Net EE kfl4c4-jeD EP1rcff€r

ANACT.

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 30:1 (section heading), (A), (B), and (C), the introductory

3 paragraph of 3, 3(3), (6), (7), (9), and (18), 4(A), (3), introductory paragraph of(C),

4 (C)( 1 )(a)(v) and (b), (14), (1 6)(b), (1 7)(b), introductory paragraph of(D), (D)( 1), (2),

5 (3). and (5), (E), (F), (0), (H), introductory paragraph of (I), (1)0), (3), (4), (5), (9),

6 and (11), (K), introductory paragraph of (L)(1), introductory paragraph of (M),

7 (M)(3), (6)(b), (0)0) and (2), (P), (Q), introductory paragraph of (R), and (T),

8 introductory paragraph of 4.1(B), (C), (D), (E), (F)(I), (I), and (K), 4.2, 4.3, 5(A),

9 I (B), (C)( I), introductory paragraph of (2), (2)(d), (4), and (6), and (D)( 1) and the

10 introductory paragraph of (2), 5.1 (A)(1), (2), introductory paragraph of (3), (3)(e),

11 (5), (6), (7), (8), and (9), (B)(1), (2), and introductory paragraph of(3), (5), (7), (9),

12 (10), (12), and (13), 5.2(A), (B), the iniroductoiy paragraph of(C), (E), (F), (0). and

13 (H), 6, 6.1(A), (B), (C), (D)0), and (F), 8(A)(1), (2), (3), and (4), and (B),

14 introductory paragraph of 9(A),(), (C), and (D), the introductory paragraph of

15 10(A), the introductory paraaph of (A)(1), the introductory paragraph of (A)(2),

16 the introductory paragraph of (A)(2)(a)(i), (b)(ii)(ii), introductory paragraph of (vi),

17 (vi)(bb), (c), (d), and (O and (3), (B), and (C)(7), 10.1 (B)(1), (3), (4), and (5), 11.1,

18 12(A), (B)(1), (2), (3), (4), introductory paragraph of(S), and (5)(f)), and (C), 13, 14,

19 15, 1 8(A)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6)(a)(i) and (ii), (b), (c)(i)(ft), (ii), (iii), (d), and (e),

20 and (B), 20(A) and (1)), 21(A) and (B)(1)(a), (b), (c), the introductory paragraph of
/
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(d) and (e), and (2)(a) and (b). the introductory paragraphs of22(B) and (C)6), and
CE). introductory paragraph of 23(B), (C), and (D), 23.1(A), 25(A)(2), (3), (5), (6),
and (7), (D), (E), and (F), 26(A), the introductory paragraph of 27(A), (Db, and (F),

28(A), (C), introductory paragraph of(D), (D)(2), (3), (5), (6), and (7), (F), (G), (H),

introductory paragraph of 0)0). (1)(a), (d), and (g), and (J), 29(A), (B)(1), (C)(1),

(3)(a), (5), and (6)(b) and (c), (D)(1) through (3), (E)(1), (F), (H)(1)/(I)(2) and (4),

the introductory paragraph of(M)(1), and (M)(1 )(c), 41, 42, 44, 45, 48, introductory

paragraph ofol, 73(1), 74(A) and (B), 79(A), (B), and (C), 820), (6), (7), (11), and

(14), 83(A)(5) and (7), 83.1 (B)(3), 85(A)(3) and (C), 86(A)(2), (i))(8), (9), and (10),

(E)(2) as enacted by Section 1 of Act 16 of the 2024 Third Extiaordinary Session of

the Legislature of Louisiana, (6), and (7), (0), and (H), 7c). introductory

paragraph of(F)(1)(a), and introductory paragraph of (b) as enacted by Section 1 of

Act 16 of the 2024 Third Extraordinary Session of the Legislature of Louisiana,

88(B), (C), (D), (E), (F’), (1), and introductory paragraph of (1), 88.1(A)(3) and (4),

(C), (D), (E), (0), and (H), 88.2(C), introductory paragraph of(E), (E)(1), and (F),

89(A), (13), introductory paragraph of (C), •(C)(2) and (3), and (D), 90(C),

introductory paragraph of (D), (D)(1) and (4?and (E)(4), introductory paragraph of

R.S. 30:91(A), 91(A)(1), (B)(l), (2)(a) and(e). (3), and (4), and (D), 92(A) and (C),

introductory paragraph of R.S. 30:93(A), 94(A), introductory paragraph of(B)(1),

(2)(b), and (3), and (C), 95(B), (C), and (D), 101.2(A), 101.3(2), 101.4, 101 .5(A)(2),

introductory paragraph of 101 .6(A4 and (B), 101.7(A), 101.8, introductory paragraph

of 101.9(D), (D)(1) and (2), 101.10(A) and introductory paragraph of(B), 101.13(A)

and (B)(2), and (C)(4), O1.14(A) and (B), introductory paragraph of R.S.

30:103.1(A), 121(A), (C), and (D), 125, 127.1(C)(l0) and (11), and (D),

l29(B)(1)(a), 135, 136.3(3)0), (C) and (D). 143(D)(2) and (3), 148.8, 148.9(A)(l)

and (2), 153, 1 72 the introductory paragraph of 209(4)(e), 209.1(A) and (B)(1),

413(A) and (B), 414(A), 502(0), 5030), (2), (4), (6), and (8), 504, the introductory

paragraph of 521(A) and 521(C), 524, 525, introductory paragraph of R.S. 30:541

and 542(2). 544(A) and (B), introductory paragraph of 546(A), (A)(5). (B), and (C),

yóductory paragraph of R.S. 30:548, 551, 557(A), (B), (C), (D), the introductory
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paragraph of(E), (E)(1), (F), and (0), 558(A), (B), (D), (F). (0), and (Fl), 559(A) and
2 (C), 560(B), (C), and (D), 561(A), (B), and (C), 571, introductory paragraph of
3 572(1), (fl(f)), (h), and (i), 603(A), (B), (C), (D), (B), a.nd(G), 604,681.1(5), (8), and

I4 (9), 681.2(2) and (3). 702(1), (2)(b). and (5), 703, 704(3), (C), (D), and (E), 705(A)
5 and (B), 706, 707, 722, 723(A), (F), and (H), 73 10), 732, 802, 904(2), (4),(7), (9)
6 (12), (20), 905(A), introductory paragraph of (B), (B)(2), (8), and (9), and (C),

7 905.1(A) and (B)(2), introductoryparagraph of905.3(A)(1), (B), (C), (E)(1), and (F),

8 906.1, 907(A) and introductory paragraph of(B), (B)(9), (11), (12); (13)(b), (15),

9 (17), and (IS), (C)0), (D), (F), and (0), 908(A)02) and (B), 91 5(B)(7), (9), (1 0)(f),

10 (12), introductory paragraph of (15), (15)(e), (20), (22)(e); (25), introductory

11 paragraph of (C)(2), (2)(d), introductory paragraph of (3), and (4). (D)(3) and (4),

12 (E)(1), (4), and (5), 917(A)(1), introductory paragraph of(2), (2)(d), (3), (B), (1)),

13 (E), (F), and (G), 921, 1102, 1103(3), (14), and (15), introductory paragraph of

14 1104(A), 1 104(A)(3), (9), (10), (B), introductory paragraph of (C), (D), (E), the

15 introductory paragraph of I 107(A)(1), (A)(2), (B), (C), and the introductory

16 paragraph of (D), 11 08(A)(1), (B), and (D), introductory paragraph of 11 09(A)( 1),

17 H 1109(C), (D), (B), (F), and (G), 1110(A),/(B)(1), introductory paragraph of(C),

18 introductory paragraph of (C)( 1), (1 )(b), (f), (g), and (h), (2), and (3), introductory

19 paragraph of (0), (H), and (I), 1115; 2200, 2455, and introductory paragraph of
of c..Aofercvc1

20 2456(A), R.S. 31115(C)(I)(b), RiS.3’&351, 352, 35, 354(A)(7,, (10), (13), and

21 (15), (B)(l)(b), (2), (4), (6), (8),(10), and (12), 355, 356, 357, 358, the introductory

a
22 paragraphs of 359(A) and (B), (B)(1) and (2), and (C), R.S. 38:3072, 3073(8),

23 introductory paragraph of.3076(A), (A)(3), (4), (7), (8), (9), (14)(b), and (24), (C),

24 (D), (E), introductory paragraph of (F)(1), (F)(1)(b), and (2), 3077, 3078, 3079,

H. 25 3081, 3083, 3087.136(4), 3087.138, 3092(2) and (4), 3093, the introductory

26 paragraph of 3094(A), (A)(1) through (4), the introductory paragraph of 3094(B),

27 (B)(7), the introductotyparagraph of3094(C), and (C)(1), 3097.1(C), 3097.20), (4),

28 (7), and (9), 3097.3(A) and (B), thc introductory paragraphs of 3097.3(C) and

29 (C)(4)), (C)(4)(a)(v) and (b), and (8), ), , (F)(1), the introductory paraph

30 o, the introductory paragraph of(d), and the introductory paragraph of(O, and
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(G), 3097.6(A), the introductoryparagraphs of 3097.6(B) and (B)(3). 3097.8nd
2 (C), the introductory paragraph of 3098(A), 3098(B) and (B), and 3098.1(4), R.S.
3 44:4.l(B)(19), R.S. 45E251(3), 252, and 255. R.S.I9:2I4.29(B) and992(D)(7), R.S.
4 56:432.1 (C)(2). 700.13(B), and 700.14(8). to enact R.S. 30:3(21 )and (22),:4(q(2 I)
5 and (D)(6), 2 I .1, 29(C)(6)(d), 86(1) and (J), 93(C), Part VIII of Chapter 1/of Subtitle
6 I of Title 30 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of 98.1
7 through 98.13, 124.1, 136.3(B)(6) and (7), 209(6), and 2454(33),.’R.S. 36:351.1,

8 354(B)(13) and (14), 354.1, 356.1(B)(6) and (7) and (D), and 359(D) and 600, R.S.

9 38:3098(G), R.S..9:l367(E)(2)(b)(xi), andR.S. 45:251(4), and to repeal R.S. 17:200

10 through 220, R.S. 30:4(N), 85(D)(11), 86(F), 136.3(E), Part III of Chapter 2 of

11 Subtitle I of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes of Louisiana, comprised of R.S. 30:186

12 through 188, 1103(10), 1104(F), 2458, 2469, and 2470 through 2474, and R.S.

13 38:3073(2), 3074, 3075, 3080, 3097.4, 3097.7, and 3098.6(A)(1), relative to the

14 Department of Energy and Natural Resources; to rename the Department of Energy

15 and Natural Resources as the Department ofConservation and Energy; to provide for

16 the structure and organization of the department; to provide for definitions; to

17 provide for bonding authority; to provide for the creation of offices; to provide for

18 thc secretary; to provide for the deputy seëretary; to provide for the undersecretary;

to provide for directors; to provide for the authority to promulgate rules and

20 L regulations; to provide for expedited permits; to provide for the Natural Resources

21 Financial Security Fund; to provide for enforcement; to provide for the Natural

22 Resources Commission; to provide for the Louisiana Natural Resources Trust

23 Authority; to provide for. water resource management; to provide for net state

24 supported debt; to provide for orphan oil wells; to provide for the State Mineral and

25 Energy Board; to provide for the transfer of entities; to provide for the Oyster Lease

26 Acquisition and. ‘Compensation Program; to provide for conditions, terms, and

27 procedures; to provide for the issuance of certificates of public convenience and

28 necessity;;to provide for carbon dioxide sequestration policy; to provide for notice;

29 to pro,ilide for remediation; to provide for an administrative process for resolution of

30 di#utes within the department’sjurisdiction; to provide for oilfield site restoration;
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and to provide for related mat!.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 30:1(sectjon heading), (A), (B), and (C), introductory paragraph of
3,3(3), (6), (7), (9), and (18), 4(A), (B), introductory paragraph of(C), (C)(1)(a)(v) and (b),
(14), (1 6)(b% (1 7)(b), introductory paragraph of (D), (D)( 1), (2), (3), and (5), (E), (F), (6),

(H), introductory paragraph of (I), dxl), (3), (4), (5), (9), and (11), (K), introductory

paragraph of (L)( 1), introductory paragraph of (M), (M)(3), (6)(b), (0)0) and (2), (P), (Q),
introductory paragraph of (R), and (T), introductory paragraph of 4.1(B), (C), (D), (E),

(F)(1), (I), and (K), 4,2,4.3,5(A), (B), (C)(fl, introductory paragraph of(2), (2)(d), (4), and

(6), and (D)(1) and introductory par/graph of(2), 5.1(A)(l), (2), introductory paragraph of

(3), (3)(e), (5). (6), (7). (8), and (9), (B)(1), (2), and introductory paragraph of(3). (5), (7),

(9). (10), (12), and (13), 5.2(A), (8), introductory paragraph of(C), (B), (F), (G), and (H),

6, 6.1(A), (B), (C), (D)( 1), and (F) 8(A)(1), (2), (3), and (4), and (B), introductory paragraph

of 9(A), (B), (C), and (D), the introductory paragraph of 10(A), the introductory paragraph

of (A)(1), the introductory paragraph of (A)(2), the introductory paragraph of (A)(2)(a)(i),

(b)(ii)(ii), introductory paragr4ph of(vi), (vi)(bb), (c), (d), and (f). and (3), (B), and (C)(7),

10.1 (B)( 1), (3), (4), and (5), H .1, 12(A), (8)0), (2), (3), (4), introductory paragraph of(5),

and (5)(f), and (C), 13, 14, 15, 1 8(A)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6)(a)(i) and (ii), (b), (c)(i’)(ff), (ii),

(iii), (d), and (e), and (B), 20(A) and (D), 21(A) and (B)(1)(a). (b), (c), introductory

paragraph of(d) and (e), and (2)(a) and (b), introductory paragraph of 22(B) and (C), (D),

and (F), introductory paragraph of 23(B), (C), and (D), 23.1(A), 25(A)(2), (3), (5), (6), arid

(7), (D), (F), and (F), 26(A), the introductory paragraph of 27(A), (D), and (F), 28(A), (C),

introductory paragraph of (0), (D)(2), (3), (5), (6), and (7), (F), (0), (H), introductory

paragraph of (1)/i), (1)(a), (d), and (g), and (J), 41, 42, 44, 45, 48, introductory paragraph

of6l, 73(1), 74(A) and (B), 79(A), (B), and (C), 82(1), (6), (7), (11), and (14), 83(A)(5) and

(7), 83.1(B)), 85(A)(3), and (C), 86(AX2), (0)(8), (9), and (10), (B)(2) as enacted by
/

Section 1 t4f Act 16 of the 2024 Third Extraordinary Session of the Legislature ofLouisiana,

(6), 7), (0), and (H), 88(B), (C), (D), (E), (F), (I), and introductory paragraph of(J),

88. )(3) and (4), (C), (D), (E), (0), and (H), 88.2(C), introductory paragraph of (E),

1), and (F), 89(A), (B), introductory paragraph of (C), (C)(2) and (3), and (D), 90(C),
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1 (b) For natural gas and casing head gas. the fee shall be based on the
2 naturalggprice on July first of each year for the ensuing twelve months based
3 upon the Henry Hub Natural Gas Spot Price average monthly price in dollars
4 per million BTU published by the United States Enerav Information

5 Administration for the preceding January first through December thirty-first

6 available as of April first. For natural gas and casing head gas, the fee shall be as

7 follows:

* * *

9 Section3.RSJ1:115(C)L )(b) is hereby amended and r aethGfead

10 § 115. Requirement of term; limitation of continuation without drilling or mining

11 operations or production

12’ * *

13 C.(l) Any lease, granting the right to explore for and produce lignite or

14 another form of coal, which is included within a mining plan and upon which no

15 ‘ actual operations have begun, may provide for an extension beyond the initiaIten

16 year term for a period of thirty years by the payment of rent, an advance royalty

17 paymcnt or any other form of periodic payment to the lessor, provided the following F
18 requirements are satisfied:

19 * * *

20 (b) A mining plan for the ultimate production of lignite or other forms of

21 coal, together with a pcrmit issued by the coaii,uLioiii of vu$i atiOfl secretan,

22 is filed in the conveyance records of the parish or parishes th which the leased land

23 is located.

24 4 * *

25 Section 4. R.S. 36:351, 352, 3!3, 354(A)(7), (10), (13), and (15), (B)(1)(b), (2)

26 (6), (8), (10), and (12), 355, 356, 357, 358, the introductory paragraphs of R5.259(A)

27 and (B), 359(B)(1) and (2), and (C) are hereby amended a aicted and R.S. 36:351.1,

28 354(B)(13) and (14), 354.1, 356.1(B)jQ.n(Ø5and (D), and 359(D), and 600 are hereby

29

30 CHAPTER 8. DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND
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1 ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

2 §351 Department of Conservation and Energy md-Natnrai—Resourcet; creation;

domicile; composition; purposes and functions

4 A. The Department of Conservation and Energy and-Natural Rcsources is

5 created and shall be a body corporate with the power to sue and be sued. The

6 domicile of the department shall be in Baton Rouge.

7 B. The Department of Conservation and Energy and NatuJ Rourcc,

8 through its offices and officers, shall be responsible for the conservation,

9 management, and development of water, minerals, and other such natural resources

10 of the state, including coastal management, state water bottom management and

11 pennitting, the issuance of energy-related rights of way on state water bottoms and

12 state lands, and energy-reatcd leasing of state water bottoms and state lands as

13 further set forth in law, but not including timber or fish and wildlife and their

14 habitats.

15 C.ft) The Department of Conservation and Energy m1d atbwi Rvua,c

16 shall be composed of the executive office of the secretary, the office of t,iauatncut p

17 aLal fiuiatii.,.,. tl yfjit,c, yf tuln,c.s vatiuji. tla yffi...t, vfmiti,al i tin.. f

18 cpstJ ni&ipcutcut administration, the office of enforcement, the office ofenergy,

19 the office of 1&1d 1d wtc, th OUfleld Site Rcstoiatiun Co11issioi1 permifting

20 and compliance, the office of state resources, and other offices as shall be created

21 bylaw.

22 (2) Vhan.y thc scnty &LlI!LiL!.$ that tl1c adinhiptiptiuit of the

23 functiolls uf th dputmciit may tic ujuic cflk.iciitly pi.,ifoimcd by LliiiLLuatin$,

24 vi cviis;lidating cxistrng officcs ctab1ial&ig . offices, tl1e S’.aátaiy
I

25 aball pi._ut a piw’ tln.n.,foi to tin, 1.is1tu fo1 its pivv&l by tatuk. hi addtlv,1,

it 0’26 Leiiiuing J&iumy , G, d thcth th ne thc 1st uftl,c

27 Dp3ctiiicnt ofLnitgy and Natuaal Resou1ce, the scct.iy utah ia,vuiiiu:.iid tv thc

28 H ScuptC Cuinnntt vu Natal Ruca d thc lIvusc Cuimnittee on Natwal

29 Rcsoc and Luirvint to ejthe1 teimhiatc or coi.Giiac th bumd wid

30 Cuiiu,iS$ivirn p’O dcd f1 i1 tl1i Cliapki. Any rccoamueudafiun to LlIiiliiatc aLvd
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1 01 t0irmiu shall jalude. a plafl to eBmli,k, mCi, yr COflSulidptc thc fu1ctos
2 mid-res11;b;1;t; f tI1t Ld o1

3 351.1. Natural Resources Commission; creation coniposition; Purposes and
4 functions

5 A. The Natural Resources Commission is hereby reconstituted within the

6 Department of Conservation and Energy. The commission shall not have

7 authority to grant or deny permits, to take enforcement action, or to take other

8 action which has traditionally been within the sqjJ4risdiction of the

9 department.

10 B. The Natural Resources Commission shall be composed of the

11 following individuals, who shall not have the ability to serve by proxy or

12 desicnee:

13 (l’jThc sccrctary of the Department of Conservation and Enerav..

14 (2) The secretary of Louisiana Economic Development;

15 [3)The secretary of the Department ofiEnviron.tnental9uallty.

16 (4)The secretary of the Department ofRE-àUi

17 (5) The secretan’ of the Department ofdkdkflee.

18 (6) The executive secretary of the LouisiaiitEuflèStrvlceComnikSion.
I

—

19 (7) One individual, appointed by the. governorewbpjjfall lwnsent

20 statewide flood control interests This individual shall bE*ne of thetollo*iiw

21 (a) The secretan of the Department ofTransportatransndDeveloemait.

22 (b) The executne director of the CoordmatedJise of Resources for

23 Recreation, Econom, Navwation and Transportation Authority

24 (C) The executive director of the Coastal Protection and Rntoralfon

25 Authorip..

26 (d) The chief resilience officer.

27 C The department shall staff the commission and may enge the

28 legislative auditor for reports requested by legislature or commission. The

29 commission shall meet four times per year, preferably quarterly. The

30 commission will facilitate strategic alignment and coordination amongst
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I members. The commission shall coordinate with the legislative auditor to

2 provide investigative oversight to the commission.

3 1). The commission shall:

4
I Liflerve as primary coordination body forwatermanagement PIIflifla.

5 statewide flood protection, and develop a process for its centralizatioasrhiing

6 for uniformity.

7 t2) Develop a process in which agencies coordrnate.inter2oyernJdal

8 responses.

9 (3) Develop a process in responding to ièoltlstiye stuã rc1estg.

10 including their prioritization

11 (4) Engage le2islative auditor for stafflitgn matters died to a

12 investigation reporting, and review of the executive branch.

13 (5) Develop a process to identify review, recent 1tact on

14 matters ofgenc overlap, includrng independent a2encies and political

15 subdivisions.

16 E The commission shall meet on the first Wednesday ofMara June.

17 September, and December of each year ln the event of a state drtiared

18 emergency or holiday, the meeting shall be held on the next workm!‘dav: the

19 date may be changed by unanimous agreement of the members in writing.

20 F. The legislature may establish advisory committees to advise the 4.4

21 Natural Resources Commission on any matter within the jurisdiction of the

22 commission. Advisory committees shall be established by resolution which, at

23 a minimum, provides for the purpose of the advisory committee, either the

24 membership of the committee or how the members will be appointed, and such

25 other matters as the legislature deems appropriate. An advisory committee

26 established pursuant to this Subsection shall terminate one year after the

27 effective date of the resolution creating it unless a different term is expressly

28 provided in the resolution or the advisory committee is reauthorized by

29 subsequent resolution.

30 §3 52. Officers of the department; compensation for one office only
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A. The officers of the department shall be the secretary, the undersecretary,
2 the deputy secretary if a deputy secretary is appointed, and assitwit $ict&it

3 directors, each of whom shall be selected and shall perform functions as provided/
4 in this Title.

5 B. No person serving as a secretary, deputy secretary, undersecretary, or
6 caaoi.taijt 3tIctan director shall receive any additional salary from the state other ‘V

than that salary which he receives by vine of serving in any one of such offices. r
1S Any statewide elected official appointed to serve as a secretary, deputy secretary,

9 undersecretary, or assat scccty director shall not receive any additional salary

10 from the state other than that salary which he receives as a statewide elected official.

11 C. Notwithstanding any provisiodherein to the contrary, subject to approval

12 of the governor, any person, including any statewide elected official, serving or

13 appointed to serve as a secretary, undersecretary, deputy secretary, or as,i,tant

14 c’ictaiy director may receive additional compensation for part-time services

15 rendered as an instructor in post-secondary educational institutions, or as a member

16 of the National Guard.

17 §353. Secretary of tiatujal icuuntS conservation and enenzv

I

________

I IThere shall be a secretary of atuia1 iC5uun2 conservation and enerav,

19 who shall be appointed by the governor with consent of the Senate and who shall

20 serve at the pleasure of the governor at a salary fixed by the governor, which salary

21 shall not exceed the amount approved for the position by the legislatire while in

22 session. The secretary shall serve as the executive head and chief administrative

23 officer of the Department of Conservation and Energy and Nat1 Rc.souices and

24 shall have the responsibility for the policies of the depaent except as othese
-,

25 provided by this Title and for the administration, control, and operation of the

26 Cunetions, programs, and affairs of the department, provided that the secretary shall

27 perform his functions under the general control and supervision of the governor. The

28 $ê’d&y shall b WL CX yffio .aibcr of tl1c Statc Mh.i ad Bvaad ilic

29 secretan’ shall also assume all duties and functions of the commissioner of

30 conservation as set forth in law.
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1 §354. Powers and duties of secretary of conservation and energy and nattu-al

2

3 A. Jn addition to the functions, powers, and duties otherwise vested in the
4 H secretary by law, the secretary shall:

5 * * 1.

6 (7) Undertake, or in necessary cases, designate one of the offices within the

7 department or its directors to prepare all necessary studies

8 regarding alternate fuel sources for the state of Louisiana.

9 * * *

10 (10) Act as the sole agent of the state or, in necessary cases, designate one of

11 the offices within the department or its ta directors to eooperatc

12 with the federal government and with other state and local agencies in matters of F
13 mutual concern and in the administration of federal funds granted to the state or

14 directly to the department or an office thereof to aid in the furtherance of any

15 function of the department and its offices. For this purpose he may take such actions,

16 in accordance with applicable state law, necessary to meet such federal standards as

17 are established for the administation and use of such federal funds, except as

18 i othese specifically provided in this Tie or by the constitution and laws of this

19 state.

20 * * *

21 (13) Contract, if the secretary so desires, or, if the secretary deems necessary.

22 designate one of the offices within the department or its asi,,tant .itcuy director,

23 under the secretary’s supervision, to do so, with private or public research

24 organizations for the purchase, out of funds available to the Department of

25 Conservation and Energy and Natu1l Rcouacs, of services in scientific,

26 economic, and technological research, including but not limited to surveys, studies,

27 and experiments with a view toward protecting and replenishing the natural

28 resources of the state under the jurisdiction of the Department of Conservation and

29 Energy mid Natujal toward preventing the waste, wasteful use, and

V
30 wasteful utilization thereof, except as defined in R.S. 30:3,toward preventing the use
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I of the natural resources in such a manner and in such quantities as will threaten with
2 premature exhaustion, extinction, and destruction of the supply of these resources in

the state, and toward the energy policy of this state, and to prepare and implement

4 plans and programs in relation thereto.

5 * * *

6 (15) Set priorities for program funds as provided in R.S. 30:2483 and declare
‘7

7 emergencies punuant to RS. 30:6.1.

8 * * *

9 B. The secretary shall have authority to:

10 (l)(a) * * *

11 (b) All of the ábovene to be accomplished in accordance with applicable

12 civil service laws, rules. and regulations, and with policies and rules of the

13 Department ofConservation and Energy &1d Ntura1 Rcousc ,and all are subject

14 to budgetary control arid applicable laws.

15 (2) Appoint, subject to gubernatorial &ppiOval disapproval, advisory

16 councils, boards, and commissions necessary in the administration ofthe department

17 or for providing expertise within the departments jurisdiction, except as otherwise

18 provided by law or by executive order.

19 * * *

20 (4) Contract upon terms as the secretary may agree upon, for legal, financial,

21 engineering, and other professional services necessary or expedient in the conduct

22 of the affairs of the Department ofConsen’ation and Energy waJNatuioJ
/

23 under the provisions of this Chapter.

24. * * *

25 (6) Represent, or designate wi &itant ctaay a director to represent, the

26 state in all matters involving or affecting the interest of the state and its residents

27 relative to energy and natural resources within thejurisdiction of the Department of

28 Conservation and Energy and NatwJ Roui before all federal agencies,

29 offices, and officials, and congressional committees, and in all judicial actions

30 arising out of the proceedings of the agencies, offices, and committees or in relation F
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1 thereto. Those employed or contracted with as provided by this Secon shall be
2 entiU to represent the state and the secretary and to appe in the courts and before
3 agencies of this state or the agencies, officials, and courts of the United States and

V4 of other states to carry out the purposes of this Chapter.

5 * * *

6 (8) Obt&n from the federal government and its agencies, the offices of the

7 Department of Conservation and Energy and NatthaJ RsyL, and other state

8 agencies any information and data collected by the entities relating to energy, natural

9 resources, or the environment, upon mutually agreeable terms and conditions or as

10 required by law; however, information and data subject to nondisclosure under R.S.

11 44:4 shall maintain that status while in the custody of the secretary.

12 * * *

13 (10) Establish in hL ürn, the department a capacity for policy analysis,

14 development of information and statistics, and generation of economic information

15 relating to the natural resources and environmental affairs of the state.

16 * * *

17 (12) Delegate his duties and responsibilities to other personnel within the

18 department as necessary for the efficient administration of the department and

19 its programs.

20 (j3) Do such other things not inconsistent with law, as are necessary to

21 perform properly the ihnctions vested in him.

22 (14) Issue directives, acting through an initiative of the deputy secretary

23 and upon certification by the undersecretary, that establish immediate aenfl.

24 policy effective upon issuance. Such orders shall remain in effect unless aiM

25 until the’ are superseded by subsequent directive or subiected to additional

26 administrative rulemaking through the Enuifwn2lministrative Procedure

27 Act including but not limited to the processes for emergency rulemaking or

28 potpourri notices, if and when the secretary deems further formal rulemaldn2

29 i necessan. These directives, which do not constitute ad indications” withinthe

30 meaning of federal or state administrative law, shall serve as statements of

r
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I policy that the department may apply to its programs and operations forthwith.
2 (15) Establish a formal certification process to recognize academic anti
3 rs&arch institutions within the state who possess specialized expertise in areas
4 such as energy technologies, natural resources management, environmentAl. -

5 stewardship, resource economics, and other strategically significant fields..óf

6 research and development related to the mission of the department, which may

7 be accomplished through entering into agreements with certified institutipn%4o

8 govern ownership of intellectual property developed through or in coáUDètIO;.

9 with this program. The secretary shall coordinate with the Natural*Eurcew

10 Commission in developing this process. The secretary may promukAtttulê

11 and regulations to implement this program. Unless otherwise specifledbv Ike

12 secretan, primary management of this program shall be placed in the office of

13 energy.

14 * * *

C
15 354.1. Authorization for /dministrative leor?an1zation and Pelegation of

S
16 unctions.lAutboritv of $ecretan

17 A. The purpos”of this Section is to streamline and modernize the

18 operations of the department provide flexibility to the department to resnoitd

19 to changing conditions, and ensure the continuity of effective administration.

20 8. Where consistent with this Title and other applicable Laws.. the

21 secretary is hereby authorized to:

22 (1) Reorganize, consolidate, create, merge or abolish divisions. •.oMces

23 bureaus, sections, or other administrative units within the denartrnent as

24 deemed necessary for the efficient economical, and effectivenerformanceofits.:..

25 functions.

26 (2) Delegate any function or duty vested in the secretary by laW.to:Env

27 subordinate officer or employee within the department. Delegation may be

28 rescinded by the secretary at any time.

29 C. The secretary shall follow the following procedures for reorganization
V

30 under this Section:
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1 (1.) Where contemplated reorganization materially affects the procedural
2 rights of the public or substantively changes the department’s administrative
3 Processes, the secretary shall follow the provisions of the Adminisirativ

4 Procedure Act to implement such changes, but for any provision of this

5 IZ Where contemplated reorganization is internal, mntiitetth. or
6 otherwise a minor reorganization that does not materially affect.thepiaaar

7 rights of the public or substantively change the department!s adminktraiive

8 processes, the reorganization shall be effective upon a wrifte&prdCii4b the

9 secretarv.Such order shall be filed with the secretary of state and shall alsobe

10 transmitted to the governor, the House Committee on Natural Resources and

11 Environment and the Senate Natural Resources €ommitt4 for informational

12 purposes. F

13 D. No provision of this SecIn shall be construed to limit or circumvent

14 any rights of protections afforded to employees of the department under

15 applicable state civil service rules or any other provisions of law. Any workforce

16 adjustments made pursuant to any reorganization under this Section shall

17 comply with the due process requirements set forth in applicable state civil

18 service rules and law.

19 E. The secretary shall submit an annual report to the House Committee

4 Compiijte. or
20 on Natural Resources and Environment and the Senate Natural Resources

21 Cummltte/detailing the nature, purpose, and results of any major

22 reorganization undertaken in the Dreceding year, including any administrative

23 consolidations, transfers of authority, or delegation changes that materially

24 affect the public’s procedural rights or the department’s administrative

25 processes.

v
26 F. If any provision or item of this Section, or the application thereof.-is

27 held invalid, such invalidin shall not affect other provisions, itents..pr

28 applications which can be given effectwithout theinvalid provision oritem,and

29 to this end. the provisions of this Sec on are hereby declared severable.

30 §355. Deputy secretary
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H A. There may shall be a deputy secretary of the department, who shall be I;
2 appointed by the secret’ th consent of the Senate and who shall serve at the
3 pleasure of the secretary at a salary fixed by the secretary, which salary shall not
4 exceed the amount approved for such position by the legislature while in session.
5 The duti mid fbnctioin, of the dcputy s&iettty shall be d aS$iiicd

6 b, ff. Sadaiy. If appoiuLA--he flç shall serve as acting secretary in the absence of

7 the secretary.

8 & The deputy secretary shall, in addition to any authorities established

9 !I: elsewhere in law:

10 (1) Oversee the office of natural resources commission, performing all

11 functions, including the authorit’. to employ, appoint, remove, assian. and

12 promote such personnel as is necessan for the efficient administration of this

13 office and its proarams and the performance of its powers, duties, functions,

14 and responsibilities, in accordance with applicable civil service laws, rules, and

15 regulations, and with policies and rules of the department, all subject to

16 budeetan control and applicable laws.

17 (2)_Perform other duties as requested or delegated by the secretary.

18 §356. Undersecretary; functions; office of uiauagciiit.ut id fi11ancc administration

19 Ajj) There shall be an undersecretary of the Department of Conservation

20 and Energy and NatutaI Rvu.cc, who shall he appointed by the governor with

21 consent of the Senate and who shall serve at the pleasure of the governor at a salary

22 fixed by the governor, which salary shall not exceed the amount approved for the

23 position by the legislature while in session.

24 fl The undersecretary shall be directly responsible to and shall perform his
/

25 functions under the supervision and control ofthe secretary but for this Subsection,

V26 and shall otherwise be vested with the authority provided in the Section.

27 B. The Subject to R.S. 39:1)’seq,,jh undersecretary shall direct and be

28 responsible for the functions of the office of uiaiia.sn,tit and flt.ancc

29 administration and the Louisiana Natural Resources Trust Authority within the

30! Department of Conservation and Energy mid Natuial Rc,vw,cs. In this capacity,
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1 the undersecretary shall be responsible for accounting and budt budifetary
2 oversight, systems of internal control;and financial compliance, procurement and
3 contract management, information technology and data processing, management
4 and program analysis, personnel management, and grants management for the
5 I department and all of its offices, including all agencies transferred to the Department

6 of Conservation and Energy and Nattual Rcyuicc, except as otherwise f
7 specifically provided in this Tit. The undersccreta shall employ, appoint, remove,

8 assign, and promote personnel as is necessary for the efficient administration of the

9 office of nrcusagcmc.it and Gnai,c administration and the Louisiana Natural

10 Resources Trust Authority and the performance of their powers, duties, functions,

11 and responsibilities, in accordance with applicable civil service laws, rules, and

12 regulations, and with policies and rules of the department, all subject to budgetary

13 control and applicable laws. The undersecretary shall exercise all powers and

14 authority granted to him in this Title subject to the overall direction and control of

1 5 the secretary.

16 C.ffl The duties and functions of the office of maiiagcincnt and finaii.e
‘V

17 administratiou and of the undersecretary shall be as provided in this Section, and

18 these duties and fUnctions shall not be subject to change by the secretary, except that

19 the undersecretary shall perform such additional duties and functions as are assigned

20 by the secretary. The undersecretan’ shall:

21 (a) Ensure internal-control mechanisms to safeguard departmental

22 assets and promote compliance with financial. administrative, and regulatory

23 requirements This responsibihtv shall include developing and enforcmf!wntten

24 policies and procedures for the prevention and detection of fraud. wait&and

25 abuse, as well as for proper bud2etin. accountin2. and report 2nraetica.

26 {b) Coordinate and oversee auditing, both internal and externAL-to

27 evaluate the department’s fiscal integrity and operational compliance. TbjiSh’a]l.

28 include the authority to:

29 Ii) Initiate or recommend financial, performance, and compliance audits

30 of divisions. proirams. or processes within the department.
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ffl).Sollaborate with the legislative auditor or any external auditor
2 authorized by law. ensuring prompt access to records and cooperation by
3 departmental staff.

4 (lii Review and respond to audit findin2s, develop eorrectjve-acion
5 pi*ns, and monitor their implementation to resolve deficiencies.

6 {fljgularIy report to the secretary on the department’s financial stat!ls,
7 the results of any internal or external audits, and identified risks or potential

8 areas of concern. In connection therewith, the undersecretan, shall recommend

policies. practices, or remedial actions necessary to enhance accountability and

10 protect the department’s resources.

11 (d) Have the authority to investigate personnel matters within the

12 department, including allegations of misconduct, inefficiency, or violations of

13 department policies, and to recommend to the secretary appropriate

14 disciplinary action, consistent with civil service laws, rules, and regulations.

15 (el Have the authority to utilize the services of contracted third-party

16 firms to assist in the administration and management of the department.

17 (2) With express permission from the commissioner of administration,

18 this Subsion may be exempt from R.S. 39:1551 et seq.

19 §356.1. Louisiana Naral Resources Trust Authority: eabIishment; powers

20 * * *

21 B. The authority’s powers shall also include the following:

22 * * *

23 (6) Bonding, fmancing, or otherwise acting as a State Energy Financing

24 Institution pursuant to federal law, to fund or assist in funding a plant or

25 facility demonstrating technological advances of new methods and procedures

fr26 and prototype application for the exploration, development, production,

27 transportation, conversion, and use of energy resources, or other prctrrams

28 which may become available under the Loan Programs Office of the U.S.

29 Department of Energy, or any successor office or agency.

30 (7) Establishing and administering mechanisms to satisfy financial

1•
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I security requirements in lieu of traditional instruments, incig4jno but not
2 limited to the collection and management of cash payments and fees from
3 participating operators.

4 * * *

5 U. The authority may request that the state treasurer invest funds, or

6 any portion thereof, under the control of the authority in accordance with the

7 provisions of R.S. 33:955. including the use of the Louisiana Asset

8 Management Pool.

9 §357. A,t11t0t; jcpdershi

10 A. Each office within the Department Eiic. and Narud Rcsuc, ..ACupt

I th uf itiiijiiit b wi&i tlj iunnpL auyi viiuii mid

12 d;iect;on assistant secit&y. The as13tant tb4y of eadi offl. liall be

13 ap&11ted by tin.. gôvtsnui ;tL tl1e. uiiiit ftL. Senate and sI.all s..m. at thc

14 plui of th guviuoi. Lath aiit ity al1 b. pd a al5 wlIi

15 b fixcd by th goviuvi, wvli o1a1y l1J1 nut t1i ath&y fo1 th

16 poSition by th I ilatnc l1i1c ii’ aaiun. ‘fl1t t,viiniiiSoipnCi of cunanatiun shall

17 a., 1h.. asistaut SCCi....taiy foi th uffl.i.. uf una’.,s vatiOn and aliall tc scl&kd

18 accordan. with law.

1 9 B. Th. aacI fanct1ons of cach offlcc and its asistant scta...twj stall be

20 &tenuna4 by tln SCiact&y, and all fsd dt1s auid fbattun., aball L A,mwiSCd 9

21 Undci t1icdht.dsUp..iviaiunmtdwiibo1 ul thc

22 C. Each as,istant of Conservation and Energy, except the executive office

23 of the secretary and the office of administration shall be under the immediate

24 supervision and direction of a director who shall be appointed by the secretary

25 and shall be an unclassified employee. The secretary may issue a directive [
26 clearly identifying each director and specifically dele2ating the authority of such

27 director.

28 8 The secretary shall employ, appoint, remove, assign, and promote from

29 any funding sources authorizing administrative costs such personnel as is

30 necessary for the efficient administration of Iti fflc. 1d ita piuianiS and thL
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1 perth. na ‘...e ufit-po1..1,, f itions, and scwuILsibitie, n aepd&1c,e th
2 apjiIi.-abk i.vi1 S.avi law, LuIe.s, &1d ‘ dati..,1n, and ith pulies and Ldka uf

3 tht&partnient, all tu bud.taiy nitiul and applit.abh. 1aw.

4 L B. &d1 asasta.iit t’atn_iy hJA excrs all p.vei a.1d autl1it gantc.d-tu

5 I h1 thi TItle adbjvt to th. ev1JI djreetIg and cotiaj A do. Sid?y this
V -

6 Chapter/In addition to any other powers, duties, functions, and responsjbjIjtje’
-:r--—--

-

7 defined by the secretary.

8 §358. Offices; purposes and functions

9 A. The purposes for which the offices of the Department of Conservation

10 i4 Energy a11d Natwal IZcomts are created shall be as set forth in this Section.

11 B. The officeof iiijw.izt liaII pifOtni tim fmtiui uf dic tu

12 iclativc to Ua cuastal ZOii managwant piu,ta.in the executive office of the

13 secretan shall be responsible for assisting the secretan in the exercise of the

14 functions and duties established in law of the secretary’. Among the divisions

15 included within the executive office of the secretan shall be the office ofnatural

1 6 resources commission to be headed by the deputy secretan and the office of

17 1eal services to be headed by an attorney designated by the secretan.

(1) The office of the natural resources commission may provide any

19 necessan’ direct support to the natural resources commission. In addition, the

20 office of the natural resources commission shall provide interEovernmental

21 affairs and communications support to the commission and the department.

22 (2) The office of legal services shall provide general legal support for the

23 department and its offices, including specialized support for state lands,

24 minerals, and water resources, and shall oversee and administer the Saltwater - -

25 and Oil Assessment Process as set forth in law. -:- --

26 C. The office Of Cuuzcivatiuit, i. aOdaiitC with l&, ,hall Xcii.iSC th..

27 fuat1ons A the state w1tL ICapt tu the icgi.Aation, COuSC1 vatiuii, pciiinttiii,

28 - cumpliane, and A thc naw iaum ftI. atatc hch uvt specifically

29 ithin the jurisdidon of othc1 dcpcnt.nCisLa u ancs. Its funt,tiuii. hal1

30 Icldc bt nut bc lLutcd to t,Ona1 vatiOn of th.. uil mid as Athe st4.
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1 and ri’atteio prtGiflfl tlit.aetu, tia pivuivtiufl atid u’.Oui&uiCitt uf czploiativii,
2 1odet;11, ad 1Ji1d11g ffort fo± oil, intstate gas, 1d vtlii.a liydnacubuua, th

3 mttol 1d allocation of11 sulies 0nd dialbutio11, the kaaac. vi

4 and OptiatiOii ti inhstate pipeline 3aLLU, implCmCfltatiOu a11d enfurcement of

5 oily as shortage ll&0&rn pIa and the SCtting of pioitics, th.

6 redati0j1 0f the ‘niiiiziiuui sak of iutlaatotc natWhl gab, and tla i’ianAcuiciit

7 ofuwd tca iCOUtCC$, all in acc1da11. wth alIcablc lans. administration

8 shall be responsible for accounting and budget control, procurement and

9 contract management, data processing. management and program analysis,

10 information technology and geographic information systems, strategic planning.

11 and personnel management for the department and all of its offices, including

12 the Natural Resourcs Trust Authority, subject to R.S.39:1)Zseg.

13 D.( The office of permitting and compliance shall perform all

14 permitting and compliance functions within the jurisdiction of the department

15 consistent with law, including Act No. 548 of thOO6 Regular Session of the

l6 jcgslagrc.

17 E. The office of 1ui11ia1 state resources shall yc.foii.i:

18 (1) Perform the nctions of the state relating to the lease of or other J
I19 contracts for the use of lands and water bottoms of the state for the development

t20 and production of minerals, oil, and gas, storage, and other energy related

I,
21 activities and supervision of such mineral leases and other agreements, in

22 accordance with the law, including but not restricted to the exercise of the option of

23 the state to receive in kind the portion due to the state as royalty of any minerals

24 produced and severed from leased premises, and shall receive, administer, and

25 control royalties and other storage and energy related pa; ments due in kind to the

26 state in accordance with state law.

27 (2) Work in cooperation with the Center for Energy Studies to maintain

28 current surface and subsurface geological surveys of the state, or otherwise at the

29 discretion of the aastaait secretary 0ftl1 0fflcc ofminc.i a’ rvuiccs or his designee;

30 conduct geological mapping; prepare geological hazards assessments and resource
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inventories; and conduct process investigations and related studies.

2 (3) Provide for the administration of state water bottom management,
3 the issuance ofmineral, storage, and energy-related rights of way on state water
4 bottoms and state lands, and energy-related leasing of state water bottoms.snd

5 . state lands as further set forth in law, including agreements related to the:.
6 . subsurface and above-ground storage of minerals. gasses, and products on state

7 water bottoms or lands and receipt administration, and control of payments

8 due to the state under these agreements in accordance with state law. The

9 secretary and the commissioner of administration shall enter into and maintain

10 a memorandum of understanding regarding receipt administration, and

11 i control of these payments to memoHae necessa arrangements associated

12 with funding their respective departments.

13 j4)_Provide for the administration of groundwater, surface water, and

14 other water resources for quantity purposes, unless otherwise designated by the

15 secretary following adequate review set forth by rule. [
16 EL The office of enforcement shall be responsible for the inspection of the [17 regulated community and the enforcement of laws and regulations within the

a18 jurisdiction of the department consistent with Act No. 548 d’ the 2006 Regular

19 Session of the Legislature.

20 EG. The office of energy shall organi, plan, supeMse, direct, administer,

21 execute, and be responsible for the functions and programs relating to the

22 deployment and operation of alternative energy thfrastruchare in this state in a

23 maimer that results in affordable and reliable energy. The office of energy shall also

24 work in cooperation with the Center for Energy Studies to create and carry out a

25 central, comprehensive, and unified energy data and information program which will

26 collect, evaluate, assemblc, analyze, and disseminate data and infoation which is

27 relevant to energy resource resees, energy production, demand, and technology,

28 and related economic and statistical information, or which is relevant to the adequacy

29 of energy rcsources to meet demands in the near and longer term future of the state.

30 The office of energy shall work to provide the department and the Natural
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Resources Commission with technical assistance and expertise in matters

related to enerv and natural resources and shall also work to identify policy

options relative to enerav related matters upon request Finally, the office of

energy shall coordinate with academic and research institutions who possess

gcialized expertise in areas related to cnerav and natural resources on behalf

of the department.

C. mc of ld and water-shall be repvusb1c fo1 the fulhywIn.

(1) T11e adn&iiphatiou uf atatC natCl buttoni managciiiCut, the. iuantc uf

cnctgj-tdSed ght of ay st4e natcL buttvfls and tat. laudP, OlLd ct.etgy

relate4 k.asig f state atei bottoms and tatc lands as furthci set fucth in lpw.

(2) Thc aininishatiun yf wvundwatci, uifniL watci, and utliui— watei

icapuict! fr quantity uJe othcinac dcisam&d by tiic z.cvictaif

follu’.iiis ade4uate s,t furtli b rule.

* * *

§3 59. Transfer of agencies and functions to Department of Conservation and

Energy and Natujal RSuus.C

A. The following agencies are transferred to the Department ofp.ervaiip

an4 Energy and NatbaJ Rc.OUiCeS and shall exercise and perform their powers,

duties, functions, and responsibilities as provided by law:

* * *

B. The following agencies are transferred to the Department ofConservfiuin

g Energy nA-Natutal Reuwccs and shall exercise and perform their powers,

duties, functions, and responsibilities in accordance with the provisions of R.S.

36:802:

V
(1) State Department of Conservation (Article V, Section 18 and Article VI,

V.

Section 1(C) of the 1921 Constitution of Lothsiana made statutory by Article XIV,

Section 16(A)(2) and (3) of the 1974 Constitution of Louisiana; Part I of Chapter 1

of Subtitle I of Title 30 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 and other
V

____

provisions of Title 30 that directly apply to the department). The a,1stat secretary

shall be authorized to employ, appoint, remove, assign, and promote personnel as is
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necessary for the efficient administration required in making these decisions in
2 accordance with applicable civil service laws, rules, and regulations, and with
3 I policies and rules, subject to budgetary control of the Department ofcQcryaijon
4 4 Energy and Natua1 R,sounes and applicable ‘aws.

5 (2) State Mineral and Energy Board (R.S. 30:121 et seq.), except thc
6 S.,iCt&y undersecr4!a of the Department of Conservation and Energy and
7 Natui aT Rou1 es or his designee shall be an ex officio member of the State Mineral

8 and Energy Board. The State Mineral and Energy Board shall retain the authority to

9 lease for development and production of minerals, oil, and gas any lands belonging

10 to the state, or the title to which is in the public, including road beds, water bottoms,

11 and land adjudicated to the state at tax sale. The State Mineral and Energy Board

12 shall retain supervision of all mineral leases granted by the state, and it shall retain

13 general authority to take action for and on behalfofand to protect the interests of the
.714 state in accordance with the provisions of Title 30 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes

15 of 1950, as amended, and applicable laws.

16 * * *

17 C. The Oilfleld Site Restoration Commission (R.S. 30:80 ct seq.) is placed

18 within the Department ofConservation and Energy 1d Nptu.a1 Roui and shall

19 peo its powers, duties, ifinetions, and responsibilities in accordance with the
‘-V

20 provisions of R.S. 36:901 et seq.

21 D. The Capital Area Groundwater Conservation District (ItS. 38:3071

22 et seq.) is transferred to the Department of Conservation and Energy and shall

23 perform its powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities in accordance with

24: the provisions of ItS. 36:8511et seq.

25 4 * *

CH,411cf K
26 t6OO. Administrative process for resolution of disputes

27 A. It is the intent of the legislature to establish a voluntary;

28 administrative process to provide an alternative means of resolving disput . .

29 arising from activities under the punsdictton ofthe Department of Conservation

30 and Energy. This process may be utilized upon mutual greement of all parties
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1 involved as an alternative to any other administrative or judicial processes

2 provided by law.

3 8. Procedural requirements.

4 (1) The administrative nrocess shall initiate upon the submission of

5 written requests by all involved parties to the secretary of the Department of

6 Conservation and Energy. The secretary may deny the request at his discretion.

7 but notice of such denial shall be sent to all parties at the addresses provided in

8 the written requests. Jf the secretary does not deny the request to utilize the

9 administrative process, then the secretary shall forward to all parties an

10 agreement setting forth the details of the process, how the hearing master’s

11 costs shall be paid, and other details of the process alone with the retired judges
I—

12 list provided for in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection. The administrative process

13 shall not proceed until all parties have signed the agreement and the secretary
V

14 appoints a hearirujofficer as set forth in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection.

15 (2) Upon receipt of the agreement *ned by the parties, the secretary.

16 shall appoint a hearing master as follows:

17 f,) qualified hearing masters shall be retired iudaes included iwthe
V

18 retired judges list maintained by the Louisiana Supreme Court, licensed to

19 practice law in the state, and in good standinz with the Louisiana State Bar

20 Association. They shall not have conflicts or relationships that could

21 compromise impartiality, and they shall disclose any potential conflicts upon

22 discovery.

23 (b) Preference shall be given to retired judges with expertise in

24 administrative law, regulatory compliance, environmental matters, or relevant

25 industry practices. The department may maintain and update a list of preferred

26 candidates meeting these criteria.

27 jg) The parties shall jointly select a hearing master from the provided list

28 within ten days. If agreement on selecting the hearing officer is not reached

29 within fifteen days. the parties shall alternately strike names from the list until

30 only one candidate remains, who shall be appointed by the secretary, subject to
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their availability, If unavailable, the process shall be repeated until an

2 appointment is finalized.

3 C. Scope. The narties may mutually define the scope of matters subject

4 to resolution throueh this administrative process, provided those matters

5 I involve activities that are within the jurisdiction and authority of the

6 department as provided by law.

7 D. Recordation, The signed aretment to utilize this administrative

8 process shall be recorded in the conveyance records of the parish whergtfie

9 regulated activity or disputed issue occurred. If the activity or issue islocated

10 in more than one parish, then the agreement shall be recorded in the

11 conveyance records of all parishes where it is located.

12 F. Decision and remedies.

13 (1) The hearing master may grant any appropriate remedy or

14 combination of remedies permissible under applicable law, including but not

15 limited to monetary damages, injunctive relief, or specific performance,

16 (2) The hearing master shall issue a draft decision and provide copies via

17 certified mail to the parties, the department, the Department ofEnvironmental

18 Quality, and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for their review and

19 comments, which shall be provided to the hearin2 master, other parties, and the

20 department within thirty days. If no comments are submitted, the hearing

21 officer shall issue his decision within fifteen days following the end of the

22 thirn-dav comment period. If comments are submitted, the hearing officer shall

23 have thirty days from receipt of the last comment or from the end of the

24 thirty-day comment period, whichever is later, to issue his decision. If a

25 comment is submitted by one of the three departments in which a department

26 states that the draft decision must be revised in order to meet compliance with

27 one of its applicable laws, rules, or regulations, then the hearing officer shall

28 revise the draft decision accordingly prior to issuing his decision.

29 (3) Any dccision issued by the hearing master is final unless a review1j

30 reuuested b any party within thirty days of the issuance of his decision. A
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1 review, if requested, shall be conducted en bane by a panel of three hearing
2 masters selected pursuant to the procedure provided pursuant to Paraaraph

(Bfl2) of tI’ Section.

4 (4) If conducted. the panel shall issue a draft decision and provide tunics

5 via certified mail to the parties, the department, the DenartmeAt of

6 Environmental Quality, and the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for thEir

7 revicw and comments, which shall be provided to the panel, other parties, and

8 all three departments within thirty days of receipt of the draft decision. If no

9 comments are submitted, then the panel shall issue its decision within fifteen

10 days following the end of the thirty-day comment period. If comments are

11 submitted, the panel has thirty days from receipt of the last comment or from

12 the end of the thirty-day comment period, whichever is later, to issue its

13 decision. If a comment is submitted by one of the three denartments in which

14 a department states that the draft decision must be revised m order totiwet

15 compliance with one of its applicable laws, rules, or regulations, ëheñ the pénel

16 shall revise the draft decision accordingly prior to issuing its decision. The

17 decision of the panel is final.

18 F. Publication. All fmal decisions and the rationale therefor shall he

19 published on the department’s website within thirN days of issuance.

20 G. Preemption. Unless all parties agree otherwise at the time they

21 request the administrative process, any pre-existing and duly recorded

22 contractual agreements or leases eoverning the relationship between the parties

23 H shall supersede this administrative process. A settlement agreed to by the

24. parties after initiation of the administrative process but prior to the final

25 decision of the hearing master shall supersede the administrative process as to

26 the parties to the settlement.

27 H. Rulemaking authority. The department shall promulgate rules as

28 necessary to implement the provisions of this Section.

29 Section 5. R.S. 38:3072,3073(8), the introductory paragraph of3076(AX3(17’

30 (7), (8), (9), (14)( d(24)JC), (0), (B), theirduetoryparagraph of (F)(1), (F)(1)(b).
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1 leaseholder may recover for actual damages to his oyster beds or grounds caused by
2 oil and gas activities.

* * *

4 Section 11. R.S. 17:200 thro’gh 220, R.S. 30:4(N), 29(M)(1)(d), 85(D)(1 1), 86(F) 0

5 136.3(E), Part ITT of Chapter 2 of Subtitle I of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes of Louisiana,

cHz6 comprised ofR.S. 30:186 through 188, 1103(10), 1104(F), 2458, 2469, and 2470 through L 0

VI JJJJ / /7 2474, and R.S. 38:3073(2), 3074, 3075, 3080, 3097.4, 3097.7, and 3098.6(A)(1) are hereby -ic”

8 repealed.

9 Section 12. The Louisiana w Institute is hereby directcd to replace all references I
10 to ‘Department of Energy and Natural Resources’ in state law with “Department of_3

2,

11 Conservation and Energy”.
-> I

12 Section 13. The Louisiana Law Institute is hereby directed to renumber thc (j

J OLu
13 paragraphs in R.S. 38:3092 and 3097.2 and to redesignate R.S. ?0:101.1 through 101 15 as f.
14 Part IX of Chapter 1 of Subtitle I of’l’itle 30 of the LouisianWkevised Statutes of 1950. j
15 Section 14.TntheeventtheActwhch

2 29u]
mated as House Bill No. 605 of the 2025

16 Regular Session becomes law, the Louisiana State Law Institute shall redesignate R.S. C) -;
1’

17 30:21.1 as enacted by Section 1 of that Act as R.S..0:4(Q)(1)Q,), which shall supersede R.S -

18 30:4(Q)(1)(b) as enacted by Section 1 ofAct
Zo2 Nc.

CActczozcjMo.fc’]
(

19 Section 15 (A) The provisions ofR.S. 30:29 as amended by this Act’hall not apply

20 to any lawsuit for damages that arises out of activity conducted prior to the effective date of

21 Section2ofthsActJ\’
2ozc. fz4/zoKj

which is filed prior to September 1,2027,

‘I’
22 (B) Thc provisions of R.S. 30:29 as amended by this Act shall apply to any lawsuit

23 for damages that arises out of activity conducted prior to the effective date of Section 2 of

24 this Act and which is filed on or after September 1, 2027. 2
L

25 (C) The provisions of R.S. 30:29 as amended by this Act shall apply to any lawsuit

26 for damages that arises out of activity conducted after the effective date of Section 2 of this

27 Act.

28 Section 16.(A) Sections 2, 15, and 16 of this Act shall become effective upon

29 signature of the governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for

30 bills to become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article Ill, Section
/
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1 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and subsequently ajproved
2 by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on the day following such,aiSroval.

3 (B) All remaining Sections of this Act shall become effective op-October 1, 2025.

APPR

OF LOUISIANA

Juinf’ 29, 2o23

II

I

I
I

H1
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ACT sao
La. Ststc Lw rztto
PTfl COY2025 Regular Sessrnn

wo rrs
SENATE BILL NO, 228 Classit:c&.an Rc

BY SENATOR ABRAHAM

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. $tatt Lw r:t3tat La. tatc Li Erllte
PUNTEfl’S COLY CO3Y

NO Jfl., . AN ACT 14k)
CIa:sIfican 1< - C:ssifcrn. FY 4 (

To amend and reenact R.S. 41730.22(A) and (D). to enact R.S.1:2166 and R.S o!-ra
40:1730.22 (0) and (H), and to repeal R.S. 36:409(A)(3), relative to the Louisiana

State Uniform Construction Code Council; to provide for the transfer of power and

duties of the Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council; to provide relative

to membership of the council; to provide relative to the wers and duties of the

council; to provide for powers and duties of the State Licensing Board for

Contractors; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S: 37:2 166 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§2166. Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council; transfer of duties

A. The Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council shall he

placed within the State Licensing Board for Contractors and shall exercise its

dutiesjunctions. and responsibilities under the management of the executive

director.

B. The executive director of the board shall serve as executive director

of the council and shall not have voting privileges.

C. The executive director shall have the authority to designate the

board’s staff to the Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council as

needed.

Section 2. R.S. 40:1730.22 (A) and(D) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

40:1730.22 (G)and (H) are-hereby enacted to read as follows:

§1730.22. Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council; membership;

function of council; meeting requirements; immunity

A.(fl The Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council, hereinafter
V

__

in this Part referred to as the “council”, is hereby created and shall consist of twcuty
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seventeen members, orn vi’ liôii. r.hall L tl atatc la..altlt offieca Oi hs dsianc,

2 and unC of wliC,ni shall be th... fire ni1ud y his dcsia. as follows:

3 (a) The fire marshal or his designee.

4 (b) Two building code enforcement officers re2istcred with the Louisiana

5 State Uniform Construction Code Council.

6 (ç)Qpjnember who shall have had the greater part of their professional

7 experience as licensed electrician or licensed plumber.

8 (dl One member who shall have had the greater part of his professional

9 experience as a licensed mechanical engineer.

10 (e) Two members each of whom shall have had the greater part of his

11 professional experience as a licensed architect, one of whom shall be a member

12 of the American Institute of Architects of Louisiana.

13 (5) One member who shall have had the treater pan of his professional

14 experience as a licensed structural engineer.

15 jg) One member representing the Louisiana flome Builders Association.

V16 (hI One member representing the Associated Builders and Contractors.

17 fjjQne member who shall have had the greater part of his professional

18 experience as a licensed residential contractor.

19 (I) One member who shall have had the greater part of his profenloAal

20 experience as a licensed commercial contractor and who is a member of the

21 Louisiana Associated General Contractors.

22 (k) One member who shall have had the greater part of his professional

23 experience in the insurance inclustn’.

24 (1) One member representing the Building Officials’ssociatiOn of

25 Louisiana.

26 (m) One member representing the Louisiana Building ode Alliance.

27 (n)Twomembersakkrjze.

28 (2) With the exception of the statc health uffli Op lair. dcigix..c 1d the fire

29 marshal or his designee, who shall serve by virtue of his position, each member of

30 the council shall be appointed by the governor, subject to Senate confirmation, and
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shall serve at the pleasure of the governor. With the exception of thc statc hJt1,
2 ui l mid the fire marshal or his designee, each term for a member

of the council shall be four years where a member shall serve no more than two
4 consecutive terms. Each member ofthe council shall serve without compensation but
5 shall may be reimbursed for actual expenses and mileage incurred while attending

6 council meetings in accordance with state travel regulations promulgated by the

7 division of administration. ReL1jbthm.,t ,liall lx. liHlited to &1d t.ApI1iSC

8 lbj tIR. p&iidmj. uf twelVL. irn..Ctiu., y..a k.nd y.at. The executive director

9 shall have the authority to use the board funds for the operations of the
Yr

10 Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council.

11 * * *

12 D.jfl The council shall elect from its members a chairman and vice chairman.

13 The i..hpiiiuau hall se yC b t.hahm&t fut a iuaxiiiu offuut yii flunt tl1 dat. uf

14 h ck.,tio1i. The council shall adopt regulations under the Administrati Procedure

15 Act in order to implement the provisions ofthis P. A meeting may be called by the

16 chairman on his own initiative and must be called by him at the request of three or

17 more members of the council within fourteen days of such request. Each member

I,18 4 mist ji be notified by the chairman in writing of the time and place of the

19 meeting at least seven days before the meeting. Each meeting shall be open to the [20 public and any official decision of the council may be made only by a vote of at least

21 two-thirds of those members in affendance at the meeting provided that a quorum isIt

22 established prior to a vote. A majority of members of the council shall constitute a

23 quorum.

24 12) The domicile of the council shall be East Baton Rouge Parish. The

25 council shall meet hi-monthly in East Baton Rou2e Parish, unless directed to

26 meet more often by the chairman.

27 (3) The governor may remove any member of the council for cause or at

28 the request of the chairman for failure to attend more than half of reijularly

29 scheduled meetin!s within a twelve-mouth period.

30 * * *
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C. The executive director of the State Licensing Bcl for Contractors
2 shall serve as the executive director of the council and shall not have voting
3 privileges.

4 II. Notwithstanding any other provisions to the contran’ and to the
5 extent deemed necessan or appropriate for the efficient implementation of its

‘76 responsibilities under this Chapter, the State Licensing Board r Contractors —..

7 is hereby vested with the authority to delegate its powers and duties to its staff.

8 The executive director shall have the authority to designate the board’s staff to

9 the Louisiana State Uniform Construction Code Council as needed.
Iv10 Section 3. R.S. Ø:409(A)(3) is hereby repealed.

V 4L4ctczozcMcn2si]1! Section 4. The provisions of this Act shall supercede and control any conflict with

12 R.S. 40:1730.22(A) as amended by Section 1 of Act 534 of the 2024 Regular Session of the j__sc.

213 Legislature.
/

24’ EZ
PRESID1Nt OF THISNFNATE

—‘3*-r%&&<-
SPEAKEROrTHE SE FPRESI3NTATIVES

/

‘ VE “ AlE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:- oz5
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P’urEn’o CCXY

HOUSE BILL NO. 589 NO DJt)
CssIhcabmn Nc

BY REPRESENTATIVE OWEN

La, flute Li &ite
PiTE’S COPY

Es To: Fc I i r. 2

I Note: OuALftIFsJT1/At1i1

1 A4’CT

2 To amend andreenact ItS. T7:205(A), 2 164&)(introduetoiyparagraph) and (B), 407.101(G),

3 and4ló.21(N(3)(b)(H), to enactR.. 17:2, andto repeal R.S. 17:202,203, 205(B)(l)

4 and (2), 215,217, 220(B)(5) and 1’ 253, and 407.1O1(E)(8) and R.S..36:65 1(E)(2),

5 relative to elementary and secdndary education; to provide relative to reports

6 required for submission to the egislature by the State Board of Elementary and

7 Secondary Education or state epartment of Education; to provide that each law

8 requiring such a report shall ease to be effective two years following the date of its

9 first publication unless ren ed by the legislature; to reduce the required number of

10 annual meetings ofthe B ly Childhood Care and Education Commission; to abolish

11 the task force created the commission; to abolish the Louisiana Environmental

12 Education Commis on and transfer certain commission duties to the department; to

13 abolish the Adv ory Council on Student Behavior and Discipline; to provide for

14 effectivenes , and to provide for related matters.

15 Be it enacted b the Legislature of Louisiana:

16 Se on 1. R.S. 17:2 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

17 2. Reports of the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and state

18 Department of Education

19 A. Notwithstanding any nrovision of law to the contrary, arty provision Qf

20 the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 reciuirim& the State Board of Elementary and

2 1 Secondary Education or the state Department of Education to submit a report as
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1 defined in R.S. 24:771 shall cease to be effective on August first two years followin6
2 the date of the first publication of the report unless renewed by the leis1ature.
3 8. If a bill providing for the renewal of a repoflin requirement does not
4 become law, the statute creating and continuing such report shall be construed as
5 repealed on the applicable termination date.

6 Section2. R.S. 17:205(A), 216(A)( roductoryparagraph) and (B), 407.101 ,and
7 416.21(N)(3)(b)(ii) are hereby amende ws:

8 §205. Environmental Education Section; staff; powers d duties; cooperation;

9 funding

10 A. There is hereby created, within the state $Partment of Education, the

11 environmental education section which shall ai/thc Cotrnrn5Ssuu d perform •_à
I12 responsibilities relative to education as provided r in this Subpart. Insofar as funds

/ . .13 are appropriated, staff may be employed under the direction and control of the state
/14 superintendent of education and in accord/nce with policies of the department.

15..

16 §216. Curriculum framework

17 A. The uimai&iOii te De artment of Education shall develop a
0

18 curriculum framework for e ablishing environmental education programs in all 2
19 public and private eleme and secondary schools. The program shall integrate

20 environmental concep and skills into regular curricula, which include:

21 * * *

22 B. The ni ,lll th the Dt.paitineut f Edu...tiorto

23 de artrne t all implement an environmental education program in grades K-fl.

24 * * *

25 §407.101. Early Childhood Care and Education Commission

26 * * *

27 0. The commission shall meet at least ftntr fl times per year. At each

28 meeting, the state Department of Education shall provide updates on how the

29 commission’s recommendations are being implemented. The commission shall make
1:
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1 any further recommendations it deems necessary to advance the vision and goals
VIestablished pursuant to Subsection B of this Section.

3 * * *

4 §416.21. Behavior of students with exceptionalities; use of seclusion and physical
5 restraint

6 * 4’ *

rN.

8 * + *

9 (3)

10 * * *

2

7

* * *

13 (ii) The state Department of Education shall post the annual report on its

14 website and submit a written copy to the Senate and House committees on education

aid th. Ado1 Cml vu Studcut Ddiaviui alld Dile iwl;alid ptuauGut

16 t0R.S. 17.251

V17 Section 3. R.S. 17:202, 203, 205(B)(1) and (2), 215, 47, 220(B)(5) and (C), 253,
‘V

‘V /18 and 407.101(E)(8) and R.S. 36:651(E)(2) are hereby repealed in their entirety.

19 Section 4.(A) This Section and Sections 2 and shall become effective

t3

2

0

r

2-c

Li

21

20 on August 1,2025.

(B) Section 1 of this Act shall on August 1, 2026.

APP

F LOUISIANA

ZOZj

are additions.
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PIINTER’s cov ENROLLED
2025 Regular Session NO DiTU
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HOUSE BILL NO. 544

BY REPRESENTATIVE TURNER

La. Statc Liw Er3ttt
La. £tatc Uw rtitutQ P6’[TP5C C(XY

PRINTER’S CO’Y liD EZD,jTh
NO EDiTS Gssfca Nc

CIsssIfIcatau ic ii

1 ACT /
2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:2048.51(B), (C)(9), (10), and (20), and (G), to enact R.S.

.,3 17:2048.51 (C)Q14), and to repeal Part IV-C of Chapter 9 ofTitle 17 of the Louisiana

4 Revised Statutes of 1950, comprised of R.S. 17:2048.61, R.S. 36:651(L)(l)(b) and

5 (c), and Subpart C of Part Ill of Chapter A of Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised

6 Statutes of 1950. comprised of R.S. 371007, relative to health care workforce

7 development; to provide for the Louisiana Health Works Commission; to provide for

8 its membership; to provide for committees ofthe commission; to abolish the Nursing

9 Supply and Demand Council; to abolish the Simulation Medical Training and

10 Education Council for Louisiana, and to provide for related matters

Ii Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana

12 Section 1. R.S. 17:2048.51(B), (C)(9), (10), and (20), and (G) are hereby amended

13 and reenacted and R.S. 17:2048.51(C)(14) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

14 §2048.51. Louisiana Health Works Commission; creation; membership;

15 compensation; staff and facilities; powers and duties; data collection and

16 reporting

17 * * *

18 B. The purpose of the commission is to serve as a collaborative working

19 group to integrate and coordinate resources relative to llt1 ta1 c healthcarc

20 workforce development within various state departments and key organizations n4

21 to carry out those duties previously assigned to the Nursing Supply and Demand

22 Council and the Simulation Medical Traininiz and Education Council for Louisiana.
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C. The following shall serve as members of the Louisiana Health Works
Commission:

* * *

(9) The chairman of the Nursing Supply and Demand Cumicil Committee

or his designee.

(10) The dean yf tin.. SJ,yiA 0f M1.4 Ikdth at or a staff

member of the Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center at Shreveport or

hs designi.c appointed by the president of the Louisiana State University System.

* * *

(14) One member representing and appointed by the Louisiana Department

of Health, office of public health.

(20) The chancellor or a staff member of the Louisiana State University

Health Sciences Center at New Orleans Ci his &aigrLc. appointed by the president

of the Louisiana State University System,

* * *

G. The Louisiana Health Works Commission shall have the following

committees:

(1) Thci., pljnH be An executive committee composed ofthe following:

(-1-) (j) The commissioner of higher education or his designee for the

commission.

(2) Lii) The chaimian ofthe Nursing Supply and Demand Cotmci+ Committee

or his designee for the commission.

(3) till) The president of the University of Louisiana System or his designee

for the commission.

(4) (jy) The dean fth SJivul of A11ld Jk.altb Ppufpyiip at or a staff

member of the Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center at Shreveport

appointed by the president of the Louisiana State University System ui his &Siic

for thc commission.
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(5) (y) The president of the Louisiana Hospital Association or his designee
2 for the commission.

3 (6) (yj) The executive director of the Louisiana Nursing Home Association
4 or his designee.

5 (9) (yji) The president ofthe Louisiana State Medical Society or his designee.
6 (8) fyjji The president ofthe Southern University System or his designee for

7 the commission.

8 (9) £12c) The chancellor or a staff member of the Louisiana State University

9 Health Sciences Center at New Orleans appointed by the president of.the Louisiana

19 State University System vi hIs deaibllee for the commission.

11 (±0) (ç) The president of the Louisiana Academy of Family Physicians or his

12 designee for the commission.

13 (14) (çj) The president of the Louisiana Community and Technical College

14 System or his designee for the commission.

(t2)(th) The prcsidcnt ofthe Louisiana Association ofIndependent Colleges

16 and Universities or his designee for the commission.

17 (xiii) The president of the Louisiana State Nurses Association orbs designee

18 for the commission.

19 1± j) The executive committee shall:

20 (3) (j) Elect the chairperson of the commission. The chair of the Nursin

21 Supply and Demand Committee shall serve as the vice chair of the commission.

22 (2) (ii) Establish rules of procedure to be adopted in accordance with the

23 Administrative Procedure Act.

24 (3) £iii) Perform other tasks as the commission directs or the adopted rules

25 of procedure require.

26 I (2) A Nursing Supply and Demand Committee, to consist of representatives

27 of all organizations previously represented on the Nursing Supply and Demand

28 Council who are not represented on the Health Works Commission, in addition to

29 razw’other members of the Health Works Commission as appointed by its chair.
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1 (3) A Simulation Medical Training and Education Committee, to consist of
2 representatives ofall organizations previously represented on the Simulation Medical
3 Trainincz and Education Council who are not represented on the Health Works
4 I Commission, any members of the Health Works Commission as may be appointed
5 by its chair, and the following members:

6 (a) A representative of Xavier School of Medicine.

7 (bi A representative of the Edward Via School of Osteopathic Medicine.
8 (c A representative of Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lath University.
9 * * 4

10 Section 2. R.S. 17:2048.61, Part IV-C of Chapter 9 of Title 17 of the Louisiana
“I11 Revised Statutes of 1950, comprised of KS. 17:2048.61, R.S. 36:65 l(L)(1)(b) and (c), and

12 Subpart C of Part Ill of Chapter 11 of Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,

13 comprised of R.S. 37:1007, are hereby repealed in their entirety.

14 Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not

15 signed by the governor, upon expiration ofthe time for bills to become law without signature

16 by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If

17 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

18 effective on the day following such approval.

SPEAKER @?fl4E HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

LOUISIANA

tiklf 2cZ &d25
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO.531

BY REPRESENTATIVES TRAVIS JOHNSON, BAYHAM, BERAULT, BILLINGS,BUTLER, CARVER, CHASSION, FISHER, FREEMAN, FREIBERO, HORTON,JACKSON, MARCELLE, MOORE, SPELL, WALTERS, AND WYBLE ANDSENATORS BARROW, BOUDREATJX, .JACKSON-ANDREWS, MIZELL,PRICE, AND WOMACK

La. Slate. Ltw nthtQ La. tatc Lw !rttte
PTLW&’S coy PTt ©DY

NO DTS NO DflE
Cg3ssiticfz, 3k C 40

ftJOf€3 NOT%3

1 M6T

2 To amend and reenact R.S. f12l6.1A)(inttoducto paraaph) and to enact R.S.

3 I 36702(9), relative to forensidical examations of sexual sauIt suwivors; to

4 require a healthcare facii or hospital to offer forensic medical examinations to

5 sexual assault suiv s; to provide for pors and duties of the atomey genes; to

6 requfre the Loui • Legislative Auditor to conduct audits; and to provide for

7 I related matte

8 Be it enacted b the Legislature of Louisiana:

9 S ion 1. R.S. 3 6:702(9) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

10 §702. Powers and duties of attorney general
In qa(jor, 1-ct +tt--RincA,onc.

11 4 * * I

12 (9) Provide for the statewide coordination ofsexual assault nurse examiners

13 with a specific focus on ensuring access to services nrovided by sexual assault nurse

14 examiners in rural areas. The statewide coordination provided for in this Parr

15 may be funded through grants or apnropriations by the le2islature.
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I Section 2. R.S. 40:12l6.l(A)(introduetory

2 reenacted tg zad as-follQwsi-------—--

3 § 1216.1. Procedures for survivors of a sexually oriented criminal offense;
4 immunity; regional plans; maximum allowable costs; definitions; documents
5 requested by victim

6 A. All licensed hospitals and healthcare providers in Louisiana shall
7 every sexual assault survivor information to receive the treatment provided for in this

V
.

.

.

. 28 Section. A licensed hospital or healthcare provider shall adhere to the followrng
9 procedures if a person presents for treatment as a sexual assault survivor: >1—’

10: * * 4’

11 Section 3. The Louisiana Legislative Auditor shall conduct an aud}/of sexual assault
/12 advocacy services, the sexual assault nurse examiners programs, theydxual assault regional .— 4.

13 plans, the availability of sexual assault forensic medical exams, d sexual assault services
14 funding inthis state.

SPEAKER OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

-. 1\.
F,-—, i

PRES EIaØF TH SENATE

GOVERNO E S - OF LOUISIANA

zuJ4)uc //,
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HOUSE BILL NO. 362

BY REPRESENTATIVE SCHAMER}{0RN

La. S4stc Liw rttt
P[TE!F:’3 C(X’Y

Cssifcr13 ‘ 3L2

F
1 A1’tKCT

2 To enact R.S. 36:742(11), relative to the5Actions, powers, and duties of the secretary of
3 state; to provide that the sec5w<f state shall act as the chiefprotocol officer of the
4 state; and to providej9rIated matters.

5 Be it enacted by the slature of Louisiana:

6 See’ 1. R.S. 36:742(1 1) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

7 §742. Powers and duties of secretary of state

8 In addition to the functions, powers, and duties otherwise vested in the

9 secretary of state bylaw, he shall:

io * * *

11 (11 Act as the chief protocol officer of the state ofLouisiana. The secretary

12 shall acti velv seek appropriate contacts with other officials in nations with which the

13 state has or desires to have active trade, cultural, or educational relations and shall

14 help facilitate the interchange of ideas and contacts for betterment of commerce,

15 cultural exchange. or educational studies between such nations and the state.

APPROVED:

SPEAKER OF E HOUSE OF REES

OF LOUISIANA

2025
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HOUSE BILL NO. 468

BY REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS. ROBBY CARTER, CHASSION, MIKE JOHNSONMARCELLE, MOORE, NEWELL, ST. BLANC, TAYLOR, AND VENTRELLA

La Statc Lw rztt.b
I wrc COLY

liD
Gsstc&i ic

I AN

2 To amend and reenact R.S.#84(A)(8fr%’ative to the award of certain honorary medals;
3 to provide for the Civilianr Medal Program; to provide for the establishment
4 and management of th5pciIian Honor Medal Program; to provide for qualifications

5 and selection; an o provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by th egislature of Louisiana:

7 Siid(l. R.S. 36:784(A)(8) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

8 §784. Powers and duties of the secretary

9 A. In addition to the functions, powers, and duties otherwise vested in the

10 secretary by law, he shall:

11 * * *

12 (8)(a)ü) Establish and manage a Veterans’ Honor Medal Program in order

13 to recognize and honor all Louisiana veterans. The secretary shall design or cause

14 to be designed a medal. A gold star shall be affixed and awarded to the next of kin

15 ofarmed forces personnel killed in action. A silver star shall be affixed and awarded

16 to armed forces personnel wounded in action.

17 (ii) Establish and manage a Civilian Honor Medal Prouram to recoenize and

18 honor the followint individuals:

19
. (aa) Civilian state employees for commendable service or achievement to

20 military and veteran procLrams.
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1 H çJjj Civilians who have demonstrated important contributions and
2 unwaverin comnitment to the litarv and vetemu communities of the state of
3 Louisiana and our country.

4 LccLlndividuals selected to receive a Civilian Honor Medal under the criteria
5 established by this Item shall be distinguished from veterans by havinc a white
6 ribbon.

7 (b) Have the authority to form an advisory committee of interested persons,
8 including; but not limited to; the governor or his designee, the speaker of the
9 I Louisiana House of Representatives or his designee, the president of the Louisiana

10 Senate or his designee, the adjutant general or his designee, the Louisiana secretary

11 of veterans affairs or his designee, and various veterans. This committee shall assist -‘

12 the secretary in the design of the medals provided for in Subparagraph ) of this

3 Paragraph and accompanying certificates.

14 (c)Q Determine eligibility for award of an Honor Medal provided for in this

15 Section based upon military records such as DD-214 discharge paper or a DD-20l

16 service record.

17 (ii) Select a civilian recipient based on the sole discretion of the secretary.

18 In order to receive a Civilian Honor Medal. civilian recipients shall be residents of’.

19 the state of Louisiana. shall not have a criminal record, and shall be of good moral

20 character.

21 (d) Create art application for the distribution of the Honor Medal n4
22 Civilian Honor Medal in which the applicant may elect to receive a medal by one of

23 the following methods:

24 (i) Delivery by the United States Postal Service.

25 (ii) Delivery to the Department of Veterans Affairs parish service office in

26 the parish where the veteran or civilian resides.

27 (iii) Delivery to the veteran or civilian by the governor or his designee in a

28 ceremony conducted by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

a
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(e) Deliver each Honor Medal or Civilian Honor Medal pursuant to the
method of delivery selected by the veteran or civilian on the application in

V
accordance with Subparagraph (d) of this Paragraph.

(f) Deliver each Honor Medal to the applicant within forty-five days of
receipt ofthe application unless the veteran elects to receive the medal in a ceremony
conducted by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

* * *
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