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HOUSE BILL NO. 259

FBY REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR
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a2 To amend and reenact R.S. 35:71(A), (B). (D)(), and (E), 191(AX3)(c), 192(A), 201(A)(3),
3 391(6), and 412(C), to enact R.S.,35:192(C), and to repeal R.S. 39:342, relative to
4 bonds of notaries public; to provide relative to the bond amount notaries public are
5 required to maintain; to ,provide relative to insumnee requirements for notaries
6 public; to provide reladve to the filing requirements for bonds ofnotaries public; to
7 provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

8 Be it enacted by the’Legislature of Louisiana:

9 Section/I. R.S. 35:71(A), (B), (D)(2), and (E), 191(A)(3)(c), 192(A), 201(A)(3),
/

10 391 (69nd 412(C) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 35:192(C) is hereby enacted

11 5,rtasfollows:

12 §71. Requirement of bond 01 rnu; suspension of notarial commissions;

13 renewal of bonds vi i1utwic; penalty

14 A.tl-) Unless otherwise provided by law, the authority of a notary public to

15 exercise any of the functions of a notary public within his jurisdictional limits shall

16 remain in effect, provided that the notary posts and maintains bond, with good and

17 solvent security, in the amount of ten fty thousand dollars conditioned on the

18 faithful performance of all duties required by law toward all persons who may

19 employ him in his official capacity as notary public, vi that U1c nvtmy Inaintaiil a

20 UIi1JiIILLSUI uftc,u thuuaand dvll&a iii cnUL5 and vm13;0n iitautwit,C wviagc.

21 (2) TIa pi iiun of tilia Si.,aion shall iivt bc applic.ablc to uvtaiial bonds

22 wInd1 mc tujieutly valid and jiifvit,cobl.. until audi bunda cz.pu mid aic icguucd

tybcjcncwd.
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1 B. All notaries required to post bond, vi ajuhtd hi iitaintain iuatumiCt

2 t.v vcipç vfyuthi Uej1d in noidmi,. WitIL this sta, shall file their bond
3 vi yid..jit,t. uf miciit iLLsmaut C.uvaagc with the secretary of state)d shall
4 maintain on file with the secretary of state their bond or tvi&nt.ô of twiciit
5 la3uiaIiCc l.uvciagi.. at all tinc.

6
* * *

7 D.

8 1. * *

9 (2) All notaries required to renew their bonds shall file the new or renewed
10 bond o .,yidcrn.,c of ....miciit i1ipman, .vvt.iagc with the secretary of state as/11 provided in Subsection B of this Section.

12 E. The commission of any qualified notary, other than a licensed attorney at
13 law, who fails to renew his notarial bond timely or who fails to timely file his new
14 or renewed bond Oi vidcuto ufiiiauaiic. ..v vc’a, as provided in Paragraph (D)(2)
15 of this Section, shall be automatically suspended, and the notary shall have no
16 authority to exercise any of the functions of a notary public until the required bond
17 vi iii,u’aiiuc is in force and effect, and the bond c1cLn of in.3Lu1cc has been

18 filed with the secretary of state.

[9 * * *

20 §191. Appointment; qualifications; examination

21 A.

22 * * *

23 (3)

24 * * *

25 (c) A notarial commission that has been or is cuently suspended by a court
/26 of competent jurisdiction as provided by R.S. 35:71(C), or otherwise by operation

/
27 of law pursuant to R.S. 35:14 or for the failure of the notary to maintain the required

28 bond ôi or for faile to timely file the annual report as provided by law,
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1 shall not, solely for the rcason that it is a suspended commission, be deemed an
2 invalid notarial commission.

3
* * *

4 § 192. Execution and recordation of bond; filing of certificate of competency
5 A. The bond required of notaries by R.S. 35.191 ahall bc b11itkd tu the
6 tIed. of wuit 0d CJL 0ffico tuwide. of IiIuttsaLa fui thc ycui5li wbcit. tlzc uvtaty
7 will jai,y th fuiatiuu of hi uffie, and, tugctlaa with the e1Efka of
8 ..vsiipCLia.y abvvc 1u1ded fu1, R.S. 35:71 shall be filed in the office of the
9 secretary of state. The bond shall be subscribed in favor of the governorapproved

10 by the ..k1k, and if a special morflzat.&e or secured by personal surety, recorded in the
11 mortgage office of the parish.

12 * * *

13 C. Notwithstandjnt! any provisions of law to the eonllarv. in all cases where
14 a notary furnishes a bond siizned by a surety company authorized to do business in
15 this state, it shall not be necessary to record the bond with the clerk of court or have
16 the bond approved by the clerk of court.

17 * * *

18 §201. Granting of commission; prerequisites

19 A. Before the governor shall issue to the applicant a commission of notary

20 public for any parish, he shall require of him the production of all of the following:
21 * * *

22 (3) His bond, properly executed, approved, and registered as provided in lt&
23 35.192, vi cvidcsuc of t,uunt iimw&LILC COvcI%c a iguiid by R.S. 35.71 RLSV
24 35:71.

25 * * *

26 §391. Ex officio notaries; qualifications

27 Any person may be appointed an ex officio notary as authorized in this
V

28 Chapter, provided he:

29 * * *
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ENROLLED
(6) Has given bond, with good and solvent security, in the sum often fifty

thousand dollars conditioned for the faiththl performance of all duties required by
law toward all persons who may employ him in his profession of cx officio notary;
tu lic lj& ijjajutaijjcd p iijiiiijtiujij Of tcj.i tliyuaand dullaaa in aud Ouiiz,iy1r5
n1u1aaLt.c taj vclagc.

* *

§412. Lx officio notaries; nonresident persons licensed to practice law with offices
in this state

* * *

C. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any person
exercising notarial functions pursuant to this Section is authorized to use the
designation “notary public cx officio” with respect to the exercise of his powersjand
shall be required to post bond u LilaiIttaitL iLj5ujala.c aa ic.quii&d b tl1c pauviiuii f
R.S. 3521 as rec1uired by the provisions ofR.S. 35:391(6).

SPEAKER (WrFHE HOUSE OF REPR.ESENTATWES
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* * *

Section 2. R.S. 39:342 is hereby repealed in its entire9”

Section 3. The provisions of this Act shall becom.e’effective on February 1, 2026.

APP

/
PflSIDEN1tOYTHE SENA

7/

, GOVERNO E OF LOUISIANA
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SENATE BILL NO. 116

BY SENATOR KLEINPETER AND REPRESENTATIVE CHASSION

AN ACT

‘I’o enact R.S. 35:191(V), relative to notaries public; to provide authorization for a notary

appointed and qualified in St. Martin Parish and St. Landry Parish to exercise

notarial functions in all such parishes, without bonding or further application or

examination; to provide for qualifications and conditions; and to provide for related

matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.

Be it enacted ‘ the Legislature of Louisiana:

1. R.S. 35:191(V) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§ 191. Appointment; qualifications; examination

* * *
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V. Notwitbstandin2 any other provision of law to the contrary, an’

person who is validly appointed notary public in and for the narish of St.

Martin or the parish of St. Landr is hereby authorized and deemed eliuible

and (Iqglifled to exercise an” and all of the functions of a notan public in the

parishes of St. Martin and St. Landn’. No additional bonding or further

application or examination shall be required because of the expanded
/

lurisdictional limits authorized b this Subsection.
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