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2025 Regular Session

LSLI Disposition Sheet for Title 30

Effective date is August 1.2025 unless otherwise noted
*** ** * ** ** * * ** ** * ** * ** * ** *** ** *** ** * * * *** ** *** *** ** *** *** ** *** *** *** ** * ** ***

LSA-R.S. Effect Act No. Section Sp. Elf. Dt.

JHeading, Chpt.1. Subtitle I Amend 458 I 10/0112025!

JHeading. Pt.!. Chpt.1, Subtitle I—-Amend 458 I 10/01/2025!

J30:l(Heading) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025J

130:1(A) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025!

j30:1(B) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:1(C) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:3(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025J

J30:3(3) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025 /()
fç J30:3(83 Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/
(II)

J 30:3(9 Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/
(x)

J 30:3c1-8) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/(c)
130:3(241 Enact 458 1 10/01/2025/

(4)
J30:3(fl) Enact 458 1 10/01/2025 V

J30:4(A) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:4(B) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:4(CXlntro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:4(C)(l)(a)(v) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025w’

J30:4(CX1)(b) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025 /

j 30:4(C)(14) Amend 458 1 10/01/20251

J30:4(C)(16)(b) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:4(C)(17)(b) Amend 458 1 10/01/20251

J30:4(C)1) Enact 458 1 10/01/2025/

J 30:4(D)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

I 30:4(D)(1) Amend 458 1 10/01/20251

J 30:4(D)(2) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025 1
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J30:4(D)(3) Amend
-- 458 ------------ 1 10/01/2025/

/30:4(DX5)
— Amend 458 1 10/01/2025 /

J30:4(DX6) ——Enact — 458— 1---—- 10/01/2025/
,/30:4(E) Amend——--

— 458 —1-— 10/01/2025/

130:4(F) Amend—
-- 458 1 10/01/2025,7

130:4(0)— — Amend 458 1-— 10/01/2025/

130:4(H) — Amend
—-- 458 -- I 10/01/2025/

j 30:4(1)(Intro.Par.) Amend—---------------- 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:4(IXl) —-------------------------Amend 458 —1 10/01/2025/

130:4(1X3) Amend -458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:4(I)(4) —Amend -----—----- 458 1---—-- 10/01/2025/

,hO:4(lxs) -—--—-------------—- Amend 458 —1 10/01/2025/

Amend --- 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:4(1)(1 I )—------------------------Amend —-----— 458 —1 -—----10/01/2025/

—Amend-—— 458 --- 1------- 10/01/2025!

J30:4(L)(lxlntro.Par.) -- —Amend 458— —---1-— 10/01/2025 /
J30:4(M)(lntro.Par.)—-- Amend— 458 —-- —1-— 10/01/2025 /

Amend-— 458 —----- 1—---—10/O1/2025J

J30:4(M)(6Xb) Amend — 458 —1 10/01/2025/

J30:4(N)— Repeal -458 11 “ 10/01/2025/

j30:4(O)(l) Amend -- 458 1 10/01/2025/

j30:4(O)(2) Amend 458 --— 1 10/01/20251

j30:4(P) -Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:4(Q) ——----------—----Amend 458 1—-----10/01/2025/

J30:4(R)(lntro.Par.) Amend 458 1------- 10/01/2025/

J30:4(T) —Amend — 458 1 10/01/2025 /
J30:4.1(B) —-—---- Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:4.1(C) Amend —--- 458— 1 10/01/2025/

J30:4.1(D) -—---Amend ---—--- 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:4.1(E) --—-—-------Amend —--—----- 45X 1 10/01/2025 /
J30:4.1(FX1) Amend— 458---— 1—-—--10/01/2025 /
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130:4.1(1) Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

J30:4.1(K) Amend 458 I 10/01j2025/

130:4.2 Amend 458 10/01/20251

130:4.3 Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:5(A) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025

130:5(B) Amend 458 1 10/0l/2025J

J30:5(C)(1) Amend 458 10/01/2025 /
j30:5(C)(2)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025”

J30:5(C)(2)(d) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:5(C)(4) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025 /
I 30:5(C)(6) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

130:5(D)(1) Amend 458 I 10/0112025/

J30:5(D)(2)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J 30:5.1(A)(I) Amend 458 1 10/01/20251

J30:5.1(A)(2) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J 30:5.I(A)(3)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025 /
J30:5.I(A)(3ye) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

I 30:5.1(A)(5) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J 30:5.1(A)(6) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:5.1(A)(7) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

f30:5.1(A)(8) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:5.1(A)(9) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:5.1(BX1) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

j30:5.1(B)(2) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:5.1(B)(3)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:5.1(B)(5) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J 30:5.I(B)(7) Amend 458 I 10/01/202$’

J30:5.1(B)(9) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

13o:5.1(Bxlo) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:5.1(B)(12) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025 /
J 30:5.1(B)(13) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025
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130:5.2(A) -end

J30:5.2(B) Amend

J30:5.2(CXIntro.Par.) Amend

j30:5.2(E) Amend

J30:5.2(F) Amend

130:5.2(0) Amend

J30:5.2(H) Amend

130:6 Amend

J30:6.1(A) Amend

J30:6.1(B) Amend

/30:6.1(C) Amend

J30:6.1(D)(l) Amend

J30:6.1(F) Amend

R /30:8(AxIrirPary’ Amend
(z)

J30:8(A)çPy Amend
(g)

J30:8(AX2J Amend
(4)

J30:8(A)t2 Amend
(c)

J30:8(A)( Amend

130:8(8) Amend

J30:9(AMIntro.Par.) Amend

J30:9(B) Amend

130:9(C) Amend

130:9(D) Amend
(I)

J 30:10(A)(1nj4tar.) Amend
(2) (ci)

J30:10(A)(k1cInt7Par.) Amend
(:4)

J30:10(A)Ø(Intro.Par.) Amend
()

J30:10(AX2)(a)(i)(Intro.Par.) Amend
(3)

J30:1O(AX2Xb)(ii)(ii) Amend
() MOTAMJP6bJ 30:10(A)g(b)(vi)(Jntro.Par.) Aftycd
(3)

,/30:10(AXZ(b)(vi)(bb) Amend
/ (3)

j30:10(AX2D(c) Amend

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458 I 10/01/20251

458 1 10/01/2025!

1 10/01/2025!

10/01/2025.!

1 10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

I 10/01/2025

I 10/01/2025)

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025/

I 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025)

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025/

10/01 /2025J

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025 V

I

10/01/2025/

I

10/01/2025 V

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025 J

10/01/2025

I 10/01/2025w”

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458
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(3)
J 30:1O(A)9)(d) Amend 458

‘L

J30:10(JXZW Amend
t4)

J30:10(AXa5 Amend

j30:I0(B) Amend

J 30:10(C)(7) Amend
I

,J30:iO.1(B)(1) Arçfid

J30:10.1(B)(3) Amend

J30:10.1(B)(4) Amend

J30:10.1(B)(5) Amend

130:11.1 Amend

130:12(A) Amend

J30:12(B)(1) Amend

j30:12(B)(2) Amend

J30:12(B)(3) Amend 458

I 30:12(B)(4) Amend 458

J30:12(B)(5JntroPar.) Amend 458

30:12(B)(5)(f) Amend 458

J30:12(C) Amend 458

130:13 Amend 458

130:14 Amend 458

J30:15 Amend 458

130:18(A)çI) Amend 458

J30:18(A)(2) Amend 458

j 30:18(A)(3) Amend 458

J30:18(A)(4) Amend 458

130:18(A)(5) Amend 458

J 30:18(A)(6)(a)(i) Amend 458

J 30:18(A)(6)(a)(ii) Amend 458

J 30:18(A)(6)(b) Amend 458

J 30:18(A)(6)(c)(i)(ff) Amend 458

I 30:18(A)(6)(c)(ii) Amend 458

f 458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

10/01/20251

10/01/20251

10/01/2025]

I 1O/01/2025J

10/01/2025 J
10/01/2025J

1 10/01/20251

10/01/2025!

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/20251’

10/01/2025/

10/01/20251

10/01/2025 /

10/01/2025 1

10/01/2025]

10/01/20251

10/01/2025!

10/01/2025 /

I

10/01/2025/

I

10/01/2025 /

I

10/01/20251

10/01/2025/

10/01/20251

10/01/2025 /

10/01 /2025J

1 10/01/2025 /

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

I0/01/2025J

10/01/2025 V

1 10/01/2025 V
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458

458

458

458

458

458

458

296

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

10/01

10/01

10/01

1 10/01

I 10/01

10/01

10/01

1 10/01

10/01

10/01

10/01

10/01

I

10/01

1

10/01

1

10/01

/2025]

/2025/

/20251

/20251

/2025/

/2025/

/2025 J

/2025 1

/2025J

/2025 /

/2025/

/2025 /

/2025 /

/2025/

/2025/

/2025 /

/2025 /

/2025 /

458 1 10/01

458 I 10/01

458 I 10/01

458

458

458

458

10/01/2025

I 10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025!

10/01/2025!

10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025!

I

10/01/2025.!

ft

J 30:18(A)(6)(c)(iii) Amend

130:1 8(A)(6)(d) Amend

j 30:ISC)(6)(e) Amend

130:18W) Amend

J30:20(A) Amend

J30:20(D) Amend

/30:21(A) Amend

j30:21(B)(1)(a) Amend

J30:21(B)(1)(b) Amend

J 30:21(B)(1)(c) Amend

J 30:21 (B)(1)(d)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J 30:2l(B)(1)(e) Amend

130:21(B)(2)(a) Amend

J30:21(B)(2)(b) Amend

r 4CcOO)Lb)
I J30:2tt Enact

J30:2-H Redesignate
(Acts 2025, No. 296)

]30:21.1 Enact

J30:22(B)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J30:22(C)(lntro.Par.) Amend

]30:22(D) Amend

J30:22(E) Amend

J30:23(BXlntroPar.) Amend

J30:23(C) Amend

J30:23(D) Amend

J30:23.1(A) Amend

J 30:25(A)(2) Amend

J30:25(A)(3) Amend

J30:25(A)(5) Amend

J 30:25(A)(6) Amend

J 30:25(A)(7) Amend

130:25(D) Amend

I

10/01/2025/
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10/01/2025!

10/0i/20251

1 10/01/2025/

10/0I/2025

1 10/01/20251

I 10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/20251

IO/0l/2O25J

I 10/01/2025!

1 10/01/20251

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025’

10/01/2025/

I iO/Ol/2O25J

10/01/2025 /

10/01/20251

10/01/20251

10/01/20251

10/01/20251

10/01/20251

10/01/2025/

2/ 06/24/20251

458 2-’ 06/24/2025J

458 2-’ 06/24/20251

458 2-’ 06/24/20251

458 2-’ 06/24/2025/

458 06/24/2025/

458 2- 06/24/2025 1

458 2-! 06/24/2025/

/
458 2 06/24/2025

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

J30:25(E) Amend

130:25(F) Amend

130:26(A) Amend

J 30:27(A)(Intro.Par.) Amend

130:27(D) Amend

130:27(F) Amend

130:28(A) Amend

130:28(C) Amend

j30:28(D)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J30:28(D)(2) Amend

j 30:28(D)(3) Amend

J30:28(D)(5) Amend

J3O:28(D)(o) Amend

J30:28(D)(7) Amend

J30:28(F) Amend

130:28(0) Amend

J30:28(H) Amend

J30:28(I)(I)(jntro.Par.) Amend

i0:28(IXI)(a) Amend

J 30:28(1)(1)(d) Amend

J3o:281)(g Amend

,/30:28(J) Amend

J 30:29(AI Amend

J30:29(B)(1) Amend

130:29(CXI) Amend

J 30:29(C)(3)(a) Amend

J30:29(C)(5) Amend

J 30:29(C)(6)(b) Amend

J30:29(C)(6)(c) Amend

J30:29(C)(6)(d) Enact

I 30:29(D)(1 ) Amend
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J30:29(D)(2)
- Amend-458-2-!06/24i2025/

J30:29(D)(3) Amend 458 2-V 06/24/2025J

J30:29(E)(1) Amend 458 2- 06/24/2025/

J30:29(F) Amend 458 2-’ 06/24/2025/

J30:29(H)(1) Amend 458 2-’ 06/24/2025/

J30:29(fl(2) Amend 458 2-” 06/24/2025/

J30:29(I)(4) Amend 458 21 06/24/2025/

J30:29(M)(1)(Jntro.Par.) Amend 458 21 06/24/2025/

J30:29(M)(1)(c) Amend 458 2- 06/24/2025/

330:29(M)(1)(d) Repeal 458 11-! 10/01/7_025/

J30:41 Amend 458 1 10/01/2025’

j30:42 Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

.130:44 Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

130:45 Amend 458 10/01/2025!

130:48 Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/
,, (A)

ft J30:61(lntro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

)0:73(1) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025

130:74(A) — Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

j30:74(B) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:79(A) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:79(B) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025!

J30:79(C) Amend 458 10/01/2025/

fJ30:82(W Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/
(4)

/30:82(6 Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/9 (c)
J3O:82(2T Amend 458 I 1O/0I/2025j

(9)
J30:82(J-1j Amend 458 I 10/01/2025J

(z)
130:82GM Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J 30:83(A)(5) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025.7

f30:83(A)(7) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025-”

J30:83.1(BX3) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025.7

I 30:85(A)(3) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025
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J30:85(C) Amend 458 I 10/O1/2025J

f 30:86(A)(2) Amend 458 10/01/2025/

j 30:86(D)(8) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025!

J30:86(D)(9) Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

]30:86(D)(10) Amend 458 1 10/01/20251

J30:86(D)(1 1) Repeal 458 111 10/01/2025 1
j 30:86(E)(2) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

j30:86(E)(6) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J3o:86wx7) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025’

130:86(F) Repeal 458 11! 10/01/2025!

130:86(G) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J3O:86(H) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025 /
J30:86(1) Enact 458 I 10/01/2025 /
‘30:86(J) Enact 458 I 10/01/2025 /
130:87(A) Amend 458 27 06/24/2025/

(b) /K 330:87(F)(1X45(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 2 06/24/2025!
(c

/f J30:87(F)(1)k(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 2 06/24/2025

J 30:88(B) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

130:88(C) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

,J30:88(D) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:88(E) Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

J30:88(F) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:88(I) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:88(J)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

J 30:88.1(A)(3) Amend — 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:88.1(A)(4) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025”

J30:88.1(C) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:88.1(D) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J30:88.1(E) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:88.1(G)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025

I 30:88.1(H) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025 /
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130:88.2(C) ---Amend ---------- 458 1-10/01/2025!

i30:88.2(EXIntro.Par.) Amend-
---- 458 I—---- IO/Ol/2O25J

j30:88.2(E)(1) — A.mend—--— 458 —-1- 10/01/20251

J30:88.2(F) -----------— ——Amend —-— 458 1—- 10/01/2025’
J30:89(A)— —Amend— 458 —----1 10/01/20251
j40:89(B) Amend 458 1----—- 10/0112025!

J30:89(C)(Intro.Par.)— Amend—— 458— —--1 10/01/2025 /
Amend --- 458 1——10/01/2025 /

J 30:89(C)(3) -—— —Amend 458 —-1 10/01/2025 /
J30:89(D)-----— Amend ---- 458 1-------10/01/2025./

J30:90(C) ---------—Amend ————--- 458 —--- 1—----- 10/01/20251

j30:90(DXlntro.Par.)—--------.- Amend---— 458---—-—! 10/01/2025 V
Amend --- 458— 1 10/01/2025J

J 30:90(D)(4) ---Amend 458 1--—--- 10/01/2025.’

,j30:90(E)(4) --------------Amend —
— 458 1------- 10/01/2025.’

J30:91(A1ntro.Par.)—----— Amend ——- 458 ---- 1-—---- 10/01/2025.7

,) 30:91(Ax1) ----Amend —----—-----458 1-------10/01/2025j/

,.J30:91(B)(1) — Amend— —---- 458 — 1-—-- 10/01/2025 /
J30:91(BX2Xa) — ——Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J 30:91(BX2)(c) Amend -—458 1 10/01/2025/

j 30:91(B)(3) Amend ---- 458 1—- 10/01/2025/

J 30:91(B)(4)—-—---— Amend 458 1 10/0112025,,

j 30:91(D)-----—---— Amend —---- 458 1---——10/0112025j

J30:92(A) --Amend 458 1--—---10/01/2025V

J 30:92(C)-— Amend— —---- 458 1---—--10/01/2025/

J30:93(A)(Intro.Par.) Amend --- 458 1 10/01/2025 V

J30:93(C) Enact — 458 1 10/01/2025 V

J30:94(A)------— Amend— --458— 1 10/01/2025/

J30:94(BXlXlnlro.Par.) Amend ---- 458 1 10/01/2025 V

J30:94(BX2)(b) Amend —-- 458 1 10/01/2025 V

J 30:94(BX3)(Intro.Par.) —Amend 458— 1----—-10/01/2025
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J30:94(C) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025]

J30:95(B) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

J 30:95(C) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025!

130:95(D) Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

130:98.1 thru 98.13 Enact 458 1 lO/OI/2025J(Pt.V11I, Chpt.1, Subtitle 1)

130:101.1 thru 101.15 Redesignate 458 137 10/0I/2025J(Pt.IX, Chpt.1, Subtitle 1)

130:101.2(A) Amend 458 1 10/01/20251(‘a)

K J30:I0l.3(25 Amend 458 1 10/01/2025J

J30:101.4 Amend 458 I 10/01/2025J

J30:10I.5(A)(2) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

130:101.6(AXlntro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/tl/2025 /
J30:101.6(B) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:101.7(A) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025/

130:101.8 Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

330:101.9(D)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/O1/2025./

.J30:101.9(D)(1) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:101.9(D)(2) Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

130:101.10(A) Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

J30:101.10(B)(Inlro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

130:101.13(A) Amend 458 I 10/01.120251

/3o:1o1.13(Bx2) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025V

130:101.13(CX4) Amend 458 1 10,01/20251

}30:I01.14(A) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025 /

130:101.14(B) Amend 458 1 10/01/2025—’

J 30:103.I(A)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458 I 10/01/20251

J30:121(A) Amend 458 I lO/Ol/2O25J

J30:121(C) Amend 458 I 10/01/2025 V

J30:I21(D) Amend 458 1 10/01/20251

130:124.1 Enact 458 I 10/01/2025V

130:125 Amend 458 I 10/01/2025
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458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458 I

458

458

458

458

458

508 I

508 1

508 I

458

458

458 I

458

458

458

458

508 I

508 I

508 I

458

458

10/01/2025]

I 10/01 /2025J

10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025.!

10/01/2025 J

I 10/01/20251

10/01/2025!

10/01/20251

1-7 10/01/2025 /
10/01/2025 J

IO/0I/2025j

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025 V

10/01/2025 .1

10/01/20251

10/01/2025/

1/ 10/01/2025J

I 10/01/2025 V

10/01/2025 —“

458 I 10/01/20251
J’ 30:127.1(C)(jO) Amend

J 30:127.1(C)(11) Amend

J 30:127.1(D) Amend

j30:129(B)(lXa) Amend

J30:135 Amend

J30:136.3(B)(I) Amend

J30:136.3(B)(6) Enact

J30:136.3(B)(7) Enact

J30:136.3(C) Amend

J30:136.3(D) Amend

130:136.3(E) Repeal

J30:I43(D)(2) Amend

J30:143(D)(3) Amend

J30:148.8 Amend

J 30:148.9(A)(1) Amend

J 30:148.9(A)(2) Amend

.J30:149(Bxlntro.Par.) Amend

j30:149(C) Amend

130:149.1 Enact

j30:153 Amend

J30:172 Amend

J30:186 thru 188 Repeal
(Pt.II1, Chpt.2, Subtitle 1)

J30:209(4Xe)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J30:209(6) Enact

J30:209.I(A) Amend

J30:209.l(B)(I) Amend

J30:2092(B)(1ntro.Par.) Amend

J 30:2092(C) Amend

J 30:209.3 Enact

.130:413(A) Amend

J30:4l3(B) Amend

I

10/01/2025/

1 10/0l/2075t/

1 I0/01/2025t/

10/01/2025”

Page 12 of2O



Last primed 11/11/20251104:00 AM

130:414(A) Amend

J30:502(D) Amend
(l)

P\ J 30:503(11 Amend

J 30:503(2 Amend
(3)

J30:503(47 Amend

J30:503(€)’ Amend
(-i)

j30:503cS Amend

/30:504 Amend

J3o:521(Axintro.Par.) Amend

J30:521(C) Amend

} 30:524 Amend

J3O:52S Amend

J3o:54luntro.Par.) Amend

J30:541(2) Amend

J30:544(A) Amend

130:544(8) Amend

J 30:546(A)(Jntro.Par.) Amend

J30:546(A)(5) Amend

J30:546(B) Amend

J30:S46(C) Amend

J30:548(Intro.Par.) Amend

J3O:SSI Amend

J30:557(A) Amend

/ 30:557(B) Amend

J 30:557(C) Amend

J30:557(D) Amend

J 30:557(E)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J 30:557(E)(1) Amend

J 30:557(F) Amend

j 30:557(G) Amend

130:558(A) Amend
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458
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458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458 I 10/01/20251

458 I 101011202Sf

10/01120251

10/01/2025!

10/01/20251’

10/01/2025/

I 10/01/2025]

10/01/2025 J

1 IO/Ol/2O25J

IO/Ol/2025J

10/01/2025/

10/0112025 1

10/01/2025

10/01/2025

10/01/2025 J

1 10/01/2025)

I 10/01/2025’-’

1 10/01/2025

10/01/2025J

lO/O1/2O2SJ

10/01/2025j

10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025 J

1 10/01/2025

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025”

1 10/01/2025 LZ

1 10/01/2025

1 10/01/2025 V

1

10/01/2025 ‘

1

10/01/2025

458

458

458

458

458

458 I

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458
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/30:558(8)-—
-—— Amend--- -458 1 10/01/20251’

J30:558(D) —--—-—------Amend —--458 1 —10/01/20251

j
30:558(F)----—---------- Amend----

— 458 1 10/01/20251

f 30:558(0) ----Amend —458 ——1 10/01/2025)
30:558(H)— ——------Ajnend---- -458-— 1 10/01/20251

J30:559(A)— --——-Amend -—--------—- 458 —1-------10/01/2025J

—-----Amend--- -458 1 —10/01/2025J

,/30:560(B) —--—- Amend ---- 458 — 1 10/01/20251

J30:560(C)— Amend— ---- 458 1 I0/01/2025J

J30:560(D) ----—--—------Amend—------------------- 458-— —1 10/01/2025J

J30:561(A)—— —Amend -—458 l—-1O/Ol/2025J

Amend 458 -1 10/01/2025,1

J30:561(C)----— Amend —----—-458 1 IO/Ol/2O25J

J30:571-— --Amend —-458 ---- 1----—-I0/01/2025J

j30:572(1)(Intro.ParJ-—---—-— Amend —--—-—458— 1-—10/01/2025I

J3O:572(I)(f) ---— Amend— —----- 458— 1----—-10I01/2025J

J30:572(1)(h) ---—— Aniend—-------—— 458 —-------- 1------- 10/01/20251

J30:572(tXi) -------—-------Amend---- -458--- 1 10/01/20251

J30:603(A)—— Amend--- 458—- 1 - 10/01/2025/

j30:603(B)----- Amend 458 —1--——-10/01/2025/

J30:603(C)-- -Amend —--458 —1 10/01/2025/

j30:603(D) Amend 458 -—I--—---1O/OI/2O25

J 30:603(E)-- Amend — 458 --1 I O/0112025j

J30:603(G)-----——- Amend ——-458 1—--—10/01/2025/

J30:604—------ —- Amend ---- 458 I—-----IO/OI/2O2Sj

J30:681.1(5) Amend— 458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:681.1(8) Amend ——458 1 10/01/2025/

J30:681.1(9) Amend— 458 1 10/01/2025/

J 30:681.2(2) Amend— 458 1 10/01/2025/
(I)

___________ ________

I f 30:681.235 Amend ----- 458 1——- 10/01/2025

P J 3O:7O2ç$ --------—-----Amend-—--—- 458— —-1 10/01/2025 /
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(i)

_________

jP\J 30:702(21(b) ---------------Amend---—-------
(4)

((J3o:7O2($—-—— Amend

f 30:703
—

_______

j 30:704(B)---—------ —Amend

J 30:704(C)——

_________

J 30:704(D) —--Amend —

J 30:704(E) — Amend---

130:705(A) —--- Amend—

J30:705(B)----— —Amend

J 30:706 Amend—---

J30:707— — Amend -

J30:722 —
— Amend

Amend

J 30:723(F) — Amend—---

J30:723(H) ---- —Amend
C;)

_______________
__________

((J30:7314”) ----- Amend— --

Amend

.130:802---- --Amend —

f 30:904(2) ——----------------—Amend

J 30:904(4) —-------- —---Amend

J 30:904(7) ——------ —----Amend —_________

J 30:904(9) — ——Amend—----

J30:904(12)— —---- Amend—---

,J30:904(20)— —Amend--—

J 30:905(A)— Amend--

J 30:905(B)(lntro.Par.) --— Amend —

J30:905(B)(2) — Amend -

J 30:905(B)(8) — Amend-

J 30:905(Bx9) — Amend

,/ 30:905(C) Amend

J30:905.1(A)

_______

458 1------- 10/01/20251

458 1—-----10/01/2025/

458—-— 1-------10/01/2025J

458 1—- 10/01/2025/

458------------1 10/01/20251

458 —1-—---10/01/2025J

458-- l-------l0/01/2025J

458——-------- 1- 10/01/2025/

458 1------- 10/01/2025J

458—---------1 10/01/2025/

458 --------— 1 10/01/2025 /

458 1 10/01/20251

458 1 10/0l/2025i/

458 —-1 10/01/2025/

458 1 10/01/2025/

458 I—-10/01/2025/

458 I-------10/01f2025J

458 1---—-- 10/01/2025/

458— 1-— 10/01/2025/

458 —1 10/01/20251

458-— 1 -10/01/2025/

458 —--—1 10/01/2025 if

458 ——1 10/01/2025/

458 1 IO/OI/2O2Sj

458 1 10/01/2025

458 1 10/01/2025J

458 1 10/01/2025 V

458--——— 1 10/01/2025

458 1 10/01/2025 V

458 1—- 10/01/2025/

458 —1
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J 30:905.1(B)(2) Amend

J 30:905.3(A)(1)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J 30:905.3(8) Amend

J 3o:9os.3{1nhcJ’iS) Amend

,J 30:905.3(E)(1) Amend

130:905.3(F) Amend

J 30:906.1 Amend

130:907(A) Amend

,J30:907(B)(Intro.Par.) Amend

130:907(8)(9) Amend

730:907(B)(1 1) Amend

]30:907(B)(12) Amend

j30:907(B)(13)(b) Amend

130:907(B)(15) Amend

J 30:907(B)(17) Amend

J 30:907(B)(18) Amend

J30:907(C)(1) Amend

J30:907(D) Amend

J30:907(F) Amend

J30:907(G) Amend

J30:908(12) Amend

J30:908(B) Amend

Amend

J30:915(B)(9) Amend

J30:915(B)(10)(f) Amend

j30:915(B)(12) Amend

J 30:915(B)(15)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J30:915(8)(15)(e) Amend

J30:915(B)(20) —-Amend

J30:915(B)(22)(e) Amend

J30:915(B)(25) Amend

458 I 10/01/2025./

458 1 10/01/20251

458 I 10/01/20251

458 1 IO/Ol/2O25J

458 I 10/01/2025!

458 1 10/01/2025/

458 I 10/01/2025]

458 I 10/01/20251

458 1 10/01/2025J

458 I 10/01/2025J

458 1 10/01/20251

458 1 10/01/2025/

458 1 10/01/2025 /

458 1 10/01/20251

458 1 10/01/2025/

458 1 10/01/20251

458 1 10/01/20251

458 I lO/Ol/2025J

458 I l0/01/2025

453 I 10/01/2025/

458 I 10/01/2025/

458 I 10/01/2025/

458 I 10/01/2025/

458 1 10/01/2025 /

458 I 10/01/2025J

458 I 10/01/2025 V

458 1 10/01/2025 “

458 I 10/01/2025j

458 I 10/01/2025 J

458 I 10/01/2025 V

458 1 10/01/2025 V
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J30:91 5(C)(Jntro.Par.) Amend

130:915(C)(2)(d) Amend

J30:915(C)(31ntro.Par.) Amend

,J 30:915(C)(4) Amend

J30:915(DX3) Amend

3 30:915(D)(4) Amend

j30:915(EX1) Amend

J30:915(E)(4) Amend

J30:915(E)(5) Amend

J30:917(A)(1) Amend

q (q)
J30:917(A)(2)(lntro.Par.) Amend

(cj)(
j30:917(A)(2)) Amend

J30:917(A)(3) Amend

J30:917(B) Amend

j30:917(D) Amend

J 30:917(E) Amend

J30:917(F) Amend

J30:917(G) Amend

j30:921 Amend

J30:1102 Amend

J30:1103(3) Amend

J’30:1103(10) Repeal

J30:1103(14) Amend

J 30:1103(15) Amend

J 30:1104(A)(lnlro.Par.) Amend

J 30:1 104(A)(3) Amend

,j3O:llO4(A)(9) Amend

J30:1 104(A)(10) Amend

J30:1104(B) Amend

130:1 104(C)(lntro.Par.) Amend

.J30:1104(D) Amend

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458 1

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

458

10/01/2025j

10/01/20251

10/01/2025’

1 10/01/2025]’

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025 /

10/01/2025

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/20251

1 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/20251

1

10/01/2025 /

I

10/01/20251

1 10/01/20251

10/01/20251

10/01/2025

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025/

10/01/2025 J

10/01/2025/

1 10/01/2025V

1 10/01/2025 /

I 10/01/2025v

10/01/2025

I

10/01/2025 A

1 10/01/2025j

10/01/2025 V

10/01/2025 /
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458 -

458 - 1

414

407

414 I

3

458

458

458

407

458

407

458

407

397

397

397

397

458

458

179

414

458

458

10/01/20251

i-’ 10/01/2025/

06/20/2025!

06/20/2025/

10/01/2025/

I 10/01/2025/

10/01/2025J

06/20/2025J

10/01/2025/

06/20/2025 /

1 10/Oi/2025J

06/20/2025!

1 06/20/2025 /

06/20/2025

06/20/2025/

1 06/20/2025J

06/20/2025/

1 06/20/2025

1 10/01/2025!

10/01/2025-”

1 10/01/2025 v’

10/01/2025]

10/01/2025]

1O/01/2025v

10/01/2025 V’

10/01/2025 V

10/01/2025 /

J30:1104(E) Amend

130:1104(F) Repeal

130:1104.2(B) Amend

/30:1105(D) Enact

J30:1105(D) Enact

cJ
J30:I 106(D)(1) Amend

j 30:11 07(A)( I )(Intro.Par.) Amend

J30:1 107(A)(2) Amend

130:1107(B) Amend

J30:1 107(C) Amend
(17)

J30:1 107(321 Amend

j J30:1107(D) Amend

/30:1 107(D)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J30:1 107(E) Enact

J30:1107.1(B)(4) Enact

J 30:1 107.1(B)(5) Enact

J30:1107.1(C) Amend

J30:1107.1(D) Enact

J30:1107.1(E) Enact

J30:l 107.1(F) Enact

J30:1 108(A)(1) Amend

J30:1i08(B) Amend

u)[51301108(C) Amend

[j20:1i08(C) Amend

730:1108(D) Amend

730:1 109(A)(1)(Inzro.Par.) Amend

j30:1109(C) Amend

130:1109(D) —-Amend

j30:l 109(E) Amend

3O:li09(F) Amend

I30:1109(G) Amend

458

458

458

458

458
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J30:1110(A) Amend

J30:1110(B)(1) Amend

J30:1110(C)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J30:1 I 10(C)(1)(Intro.Par.) Amend

J30:I110(C)(1)(b) Amend

j30:1 110(C)(1)(f) Amend

j 30:1110(C)(1)() Amend

130:11 10(C)(1)(h) Amend

10(C)(2) Amend 458

J30:l1 I0(C)(3) Amend 458

J30:1 I 10(G)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458

‘30:1110W) Amend 458

,/30:1 110(1) Amend 458

U30:1115 f_R1i Amend 414

2(1f1115 Amend 458

J 30:1131 (Chptl2) Enact 279

.130:1141 thru 1145 (Chpt.12) Enact 279

J30:1501 thru 1502 (Chpt.17) Enact 462

J30:2014.5 Amend 111

j30:2025(D)(1) Amend 492

J30:2057(A)(3) Enact 95
(-9)

j30:20735 Amend 105

J30:2200 Amend 458
(21)

r J30:24544?15 Enact 458

J30:2455 Amend 458

j30:2456(A)(Intro.Par.) Amend 458

J30:2458 Repeal 458

J30:2469 Repeal 458

/30:2470 Repeal 458

J30:2471 Repeal 458

J30:2472 Repeal 458
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I 10/01/2025!

I 06/08/2025 1

I 10/01/2025!

I 10/01/2025/

1 10/01/20251
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if
j 30:2473 Repeal 458 11 10/01/20251

J30:2474 Repeal 458 Ii-’ 10/01/2025 1

Approvedby

______

on I Z zC
(Attorney)

_______

u/,:Izozc
(Revisor) I I
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ACT 958
2025 Regular Session ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 244 (Substitute of Senate Bill No. 193 by Senator Hensgens)

BY SENATOR HENSGENS

La. £ate Ltw Lrt:tMte
PNTEWS CEWY[&g To: 4 / VI,, Ps.

Not EE kff4c41E0 ePrrcjfEer

tlVYFCAlftDJbhlfrffOfIQItTOtCkffr. I
ç, DPcULI-rtIelg

2 To amend and reenact KS. .G1(sectioh%ading), (A), (B), and (C), the introductory

paragraph of 3, 3(3), (6), (7), (9), and (18), 4(A), (B), introductory paragraph of(C),

4 I (C)( I )(a)(v) and (b), (14), (1 6)(b), (I 7)(b), introductory paragraph of(D). (D)( 1), (2),

5 (3), and (5), (E), (F), (0), (H), introductory paragraph of(I), (1)0), (3), (4), (5), (9),

6 and (11), (K), introductory paragraph of (L)(1), introductory paragraph of (M),

7 (M)(3), (6)(b), (0)0) and (2), (P), (Q), introductory paragraph of (R), and (T),

8 thtrodu6tory puphB), (C), (D), (F), (F)(1), (I), and (K), 4.2, 4,3, 5(A),

9 I (B), (C)(l), introductory paragraph of (2), (2)(d), (4), and (6), and (D)(1) and the

10 introductory paragraph of(2), 5.I(A)(1), (2), introductory paragraph of(3). (3)(e),

11 (5), (6), (7), (8), and (9), (B)(1), (2), and introdudtory paragraph of (3), (5), (7), (9),

12 (10), (12), and (13), 5.2(A), (B), the introdsctory paragraph of(C), (E), (F), (0), and
q(Inho-cu.)tuw

13 (H), 6, 6.1(A), (B), (C), (D)(I), and’ (F), 8(A)(1), (2), (3), and (4), and (B),

14 introductory paragraph of 9(A)/B), (C), and (D), the introductory paragraph of

15 10(A), the introductory paragraph of (A)( 1), the introductory paragraph of (A)(2),

16 the introductory paragraph of (A)(2)(a)(i), (b)(ii)(ii). introductory parah of (vi),

17 (vi)(bb), (a), (d), and (0’ and (3), (B). and (C)(7), 10.1 (), (3), (4), and (5), 11.1,

18 12(A), (B)((2), (3% (4), introductory paragraph of(5), and (5)W, and (C), 13, 14,

19 15, 18(A)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6)(a)(i) and (ii), (b), (c)(i)(ft), (ii), (iii), (d), and (e),

20 ,yd (B), 20(A) and (D), 21(A) and (B)(1)(a), (b), (c), the introductory paragraph of

Page 1 of 227
Coding: Words which are ,t1ck thigh arc deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.
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_____

SB NO. 244
ENROLLED

(d) and (e), and (2)(a) and (b). the introducto paragraphs of 22(8) and (C)D,and
2 (F), introductory paragraph of 23(B), (C), and (D), 23.1(A), 25(A)(2). (3); (5), (6),

3 and (7), (0), (B), and (F), 26(A), the introductory paragraph of 27(A), (Db, and (F),
4 28(A), (C), introductory paragraph of(D), (D)(2), (3), (5), (6), and (7), (F), (G), (H),
5 introductory paragraph of(I)(1). (1)(a), (d), and (g), and (J), 29(A), (E)(l), (C)(1),

6 (3)(a), (5), and (6)(b) and (c), (D)(1) though (3), (E)(1), (F), (H)(1)j(I)(2) and (4),

7 the introductory paragraph of (M)(1), and (M)(1 )(c), 41,42,44,45,48, introductory
/8 r paragraph ofól,73(l), 74(A) and (B), 79(A), (B), and (C), 82(1), (6). (7), (11), and

9 H (14), 83(A)(5) and (7), 83.1(B)(3), 85(A)(3)and (C), 86(A)(2), (D)(8), (9), and (10),

10 (E)(2) as enacted by Section 1 of Act 16 of the 2024 Third Extraordinary Session of

11 the Legislature of Louisiana, (6), and (7), (G), and (H), 87(A). introductory

12 paragraph of(F)(1)(a), and introductory paragraph of(b) as enacted by Section 1 of

13 Act 16 of the 2024 Third Extraordinary Session of the Legislature of Louisiana,

14 88(B), (C), (D), (E), (F), (1), and introductory paragraph of(J). 88.l(A)(3) and (4),
%Int{o.ft1.) /15 (C), (D), (B), (0), and (H), 88.2(C), introductory paragraph of (B), (E)(1), and (F),

16 89(A), (B), introductory paragraph of (C), (C)(2) and (3), and (D), 90(C),

17 introductory paragraph of(D), (D)(1) and (4), and (E)(4), introductory paragraph of

18 RS. 30:91(A), 91(A)(1), (B)(1), (2)(a) and (c), (3), and (4), and (D), 92(A) and (C),

19 introductory paragraph of itS. 30:93(A), 94(A), introductory paragraph of(B)(1),
(Intio.frs.)

20 (2)(b), and (3), ahcI (C), 95(B), (C), ahd (D), 101.2(A), 101.3(2), 101.4, 101 .5(A)(2),

21 introductory paragraph of 101 .6(A5 and (B), 101.7(A), 101.8, introductory paragraph

22 of 101.9(D), (D)(1) and (2), 101.10(A) and introductory paragraph of(B), 101.13(A)

23 and (B)(2). and (C)(4), 10L14(A) and (B), introductory paragraph of R.S.

24 30:103.1(A), 121(A), (C), and (D), 125, 127.1(C)(10) and (11), and (D),

25 129(B)(1)(a), 135, 136.3(3)0), (C) and (D). 143(D)(2) and (3), 148.8, 148.9(A)(1)

26 and (2), 153. 172 the introductory paragraph of 209(4)(e), 209.1(A) and (B)(1),

27 413(A) and (B),414(A), 502(D), 5030), (2), (4), (6), and (8), 504, the introductory

28 paragraph of 521(A) and 521(C), 524, 525, introductory paragraph of R.S. 30:541
//

29 and 5l’(2). 544(A) and (B), introductory paragraph of 546(A), (A)(5), (B), and (C),

30 9ductory paragraph of R.S. 30:548, 551, 557(A), (B), (C), (D), the introductory
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I paragraph of(E), (E)(1), (F), and (G), 558(A), (B), (D), (F), (0), and (H), 559(A)ãnd

2 (C), 560(B), (C), and (D), 561(A), (B), and (C), 571, introductory paragraph of

3 572(1), (1 )W. (h), and (i), 603(A), (B), (C), (D). (E), and (G), 604,681.1(5), (8), and

4 (9), 681.2(2) and (3), 702(1), (2)(b), and (5), 703, 704(B), (C), (D), and (E), 705(A)

5 and (B), 706, 707, 722, 723(A), (F), and (H), 73 1(1), 732, 802, 904(2), (4), (7), (9),

6 (12), (20), 905(A), introductory paragraph of (B), (B)(2), (8), and (9), and (C),
I I ;njIo-I’as.)7 905.1(A) and (B)(2), introductoryparagraph of905.3(A)(1), (B), (C), (E)(1), and (F),

8 906.1, 907(A) and introductory paragraph of (B). (B)(9), (11), (12)A (13)(b), (15),
I / d!nfr&In)9 (17), and (L 8), (C)(1), (D), (F), and (0), 908(A)(12) and (B), 91 5((7), (9), (10)(f),

(12), introductory paragraph of (15), (15)(e), (20), (22)(e/(25), introductory

11 paragraph of (C)(2), (2)(d), introductory paragraph of (3), and (4), (D)(3) and (4),

12 (E)(1), (4), and (5), 917(A)(1), introductory paragraph of(2), (2)(d), (3), (B), (D),

13 (E), (F), and (G), 921, 1102, 1103(3), (14), and (15), introductory paragraph of

14 1104(A), 1 104(A)(3), (9), (10), (B), introductory paragraph of (C), (D), (F), the

15 introductory paragraph of 1 107(A)(1), (A)(2),. (B), (C), and the introductory

16 paragraph of(D), 1 108(A)0), (B), and (D), introductory paragraph of 1 109(A)(1),

17 1109(C), (D), (F), (F), and (G), 1110(A), (B)(1), introductory paragraph of(C),

18 introductory paragraph of(C)(1), (1)(b), (f), (g), and (h), (2), and (3), introductory

19 paragraph of (0), (H), and (I), 1115, 2200, 2455, and introductory parapaph of
of cba4’fri”ôosof

20 2456(A), R.S.31:1 15(C)(1)(b), R.& 36:351, 352, 353, 354(A)(7), (10), (13), and

21 (15), (B)(1)(b), (2), (4), (6), (8), (10), and (12), 355, 356, 357, 358, the introductory

22 paragraphs of 359(A) and (B), (BXI) and (2), and (C), R.S. 38:3072, 3073(8),

23 introductory pgnph of.3076(A), (A)(3), (4), (7), (8), (9). (14)(b), and (24), (C),

24 (D), (F), introductory paragraph of (F)(1), (F)(1)(b), and (2), 3077, 3078, 3079,

25 3081, 3083, 3087.136(4), 3087.138, 3092(2) and (4), 3093, the introductory

26 paragraph of 3094(A), (A)(1) through (4), the introductory paragraph of 3094(B),

27 (B)(7), the introductoryparagraph of3094(C), and (C)(1), 3097.1(C), 3097.2(1), (4),

28 (7), and (9), 3097.3(A) and (B), thc introductory paragraphs of 3097.3(C) and

29 (C)(4)(a), (C)(4)(a)(v) and (B), and (8), (D), (E), (F)(1), the introductory paragraph

30 oj%), the introductory paragraph of(d), and the introductory paragraph of(f), and
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1 (G), 3097.6(A), the introductory paragraphs of 3097.6(B) and (B)(3), 3097.8(nd
2 (C), the introductory paragraph of 3098(A), 3098(8) and (E), and 3098.1(45, R.S.
3 44:4.1(8)09), R.S. 45:251(3), 252, and 255, R.S. 49:214.29(B) and 992(D)(7), R.S
4 :432. I (C)(2), 700.13(B), and 700.14(8), to enact R.S. 30:3(2) )and (22), 4(C)(2 1)
5 and (D)(6), 21.1, 29(C)(6)(d), 86(I) and (J), 93(C), Part VIII of Chapter 1/of Subtitle
6 I of Title 30 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be comprised of 981
7 through 98.13, 124.1, 136.3(B)(6) and (7), 209(6), and 2454(33),R.S. 36:351.1,

8 354(B)(13) and (14), 354.1, 356,1(B)(6) and (7) and (D). and 359(D) and 600, R.S.

9 38:3098(G), R.S. 39:1367(E)(2)(b)(xi), andR.S. 45:251(4), andtorepeal R.S..17:200

10 through 220, R.S. 30:4(N).fr3’(D)(ll), 86(F), 136.3(E). Part III of Chapter 2 of

II Subtitle I of Title 30 ofthe Revised Statutes of Louisiana, comprised of R.S. 30:186

12 through 188, 1103(10), 1104), 2458, 2469, and 2470 though 2474, and R.S.

13 38:3073(2), 3074, 3075, 3080, 3097.4, 3097.7, and 3098.6(A)(l), relative to the

14 Department of Energy and Natural Resources; to rename the Department of Energy t
15 and Natural Resources as the Department ofConservation and Energy; to provide for

16 the structure and organization of the department; to provide for definitions; to

17 provide for bonding authority; to provide for the creation of offices; to provide for 1:
18 the secretary; to provide for the deputy secretary; to provide for the undersecretary;

19 to provide for directors; to provide for the authority to promulgate nies and

20 regulations; to provide for expedited permits; to provide for the Natural Resources F
21 Financial Security Fund; to provide for enforcement; to provide for the Natural

22 Resources Commission; to provide for the Louisiana Natural Resources Trust

23 Authority; to provide for water resource management; to provide for net state

24 supported debt; to provide for orphan oil wells; to provide for the State Mineral and

25 Energy Board; to provide for thc transfer of entities; to provide for the Oyster Lease

26 Acquisition and’Compensation Program; to provide for conditions, terms, and

27 procedures; to provide for the issuance of certificates of public convenience and

28 necessity; to provide for carbon dioxide sequestration policy; to provide for notice;

29 to provide for remediation; to provide for an administrative process for resolution of

30 disputes within the department’s jurisdiction; to provide for oilficld site restoration;
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and to provide for related matW’s.

2 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
4T1e.. heQcC4n9of c4..pF.. I of CaLtitIe-I tof ftif CLpfJ

3 Section 1. R.S. 30: 1(section litading), (A), (B), and (C), introductory paragraph of cb j•
4 3,3(3), (6), (7), (9), and (18), 4(A), (B), introductoryparagraph of(C), (C)(1)(a)(v) and ),
5 (14), (16)), (17)), introductory pamgraph of(D), (D)(1), (2), (3), and (5), (E), (F), (G),

6 (Fe, introductory paragraph of (1), (0(1), (3), (4). (5), (9), and (11). (K), introducton

7 paragraph of (L)( 1), introductory paragraph of (M), (M)(3), (6Xb), (O)( 1) and (2), (?), (Q),
8 introductory paragraph of (R), and (T), ittrtewry—pm.agteph-e(B), (C), (D), (B),

9 (F)(1), (I), and (K), 4.2,4.3,5(A), (B), (C)(1), introductory paragraph of(2), (2)(d), (4), and

10 (6), and (D)(1) and introductory paragraph of(2), 5.1(A)(1), (2), introductory paragraph of

11 (3), (3)(e), (5), (6), (7), (8), and (9)/(BXl), (2), and introductory paragraph of(3), (5), (7),

12 (9), (10), (12), and (13), 5.2(A), (S), introductory paragraph of(C), (B), (F), (G), and (H),
(ini-ro. c4J.)tuoI

13 6,6.1(A), (B), (C), (D)(1), and (F), 8(A)(1), (2), (3), and (4), and (B), introductory paragraph

14 of 9(A), (B), (C), and (D), the introductory paragraph of 10(A), the introductory paragraph

15 of(A)(1). the introductory paragraph of(A)(2), the introductor paragraph of(A)(2)(a)(i),

16 (b)(ii)(ii), introd Si’bvi), (vi)(bb), (c), (d), and (1), and (3), (B), and (C)(7),
rJofAME’aL*D /

17 10.1 (B(1), (3), (4), and (5), 11.1, 12(A), (B)(1), (2), (3), (4), introductory paragraph of(5),

18 and (5)(f, and (C), 13, 14,/, 18(A)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6)(a)(i) and (ii), (b), (c)(i)(ff), (ii),

19 (iii), (d), and (e), and (B), 20(A) and (D), 21(A) and (B)(1)(a), (b), (c), introductory

20 paragraph of (d) and (e), and (2)(a) and (b), introductory ,a*’egraph of 22(B) and (C), (D),

21 and (B), introductory paragraph of 23(B), (C), and (1)), 23.1(A), 25(A)(2), (3), (5), (6), and

22 (7), (D), (E), and (F), 2A), the introductory paragraph of 27(A), (D), and (F), 28(A), (C),

23 introductory parraph of ), (D)(2), (3), (5), (6), and (7), (F), (0), (H), introductory

24 paragraph of (I)), (1 )(a), (d), and (g), and (J), 41, 42, 44, 45, 48, introductory paragraph

25 of6I, 73(1), 7f(A) and (B), 79(A), (B), and (C), 820), (6), (7), (11), and (14), 83(A)(5) and

26 (7), 83 1(B3f4), 85(A)(3), and (C), 86(A)(2), (D)(8), (9), and (10), (E)(2) as enacted by

27 I Section 1 Act 16 of the 2024 Third Extraordinary Session of the Legislature of Louisiana,
/

28 (6), an$(7), (0), and (H), 88(B), (C), (D), (E), (F), (I), and introductory paragraph of (J),

/ (IvltTo.fa.s.)
29 88.y’A)(3) and (4), (C), (D), (B), (G) and (H), 88.2(C), introductor paragraph of (E),

30 i &l). and (F), 89(A), (B), introductory paragraph of (C), (C)(2) and (3), and (D). 90(C),
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1 introductory paragraph of (D). (D)(1) and (4), and (E)(4). introductory paragraph of

2 30:91(A), 91(A)(1), ()U), (2)(a) and (c), (3), and (4), and (D), 92(A) and (C), introduct6ry
(IntToAD&c)3 paragraph ofR.S. 30:93(A), 94(A), introductory paragraph of(B)( 1), (2)(b), and (3% and (C),

4 95(B), (C), and (D), 101.2(A), 101.3(2), 101.4, 101.5(A)(2), introductory paragraph of
:(2)5 101.6(A) and (8), 101.7(A), 101.8, introductory paragraph of 101.9(D), (D)(1)?and9I

6 101.10(A) and introductory paragraph of(B), 101.13(A) and (B)(2), and (C)(4), iOl .14(A)

7 and (B), introductory paragraph of KS. 30:103.1(A), 121(A), (C), and (D), 125,

8 127. 1(C)(1 0) and (11), and (D), 129(B)(1)(a), 135, 136.3(B)(1), (C) and (D), 143(D)(2) and

9 (3), 148.8, 148.9(A)(1) and (2), 153, 172, the introductory paragraph of 209(4)(e), 209.1(A)

10 and (B)(1), 413(A) and (B), 414(A), 502(D), 503(1). (2), (4), (6), and (8), 504, the

11 introductory paragraph of 52 1(A) and 521(C), 524, 525, introductoiy paragraph of R.S.

12 30:541 and 541(2), 544(A) and (B), introductory paragraph of 546(A), (A)(5), (B), and (C),

13 introductory paragraph of R.S. 30:548. 551, 557(A), (B), (C), (D), introductory paragraph

14 of(E), (E)(1), (F), and (G), 558(A), (B), (D), (F), (U), and;(H), 559(A) and (C), 560(B), (C),

15 and (D), 561(A), (B), and (C), 571, introductory paragraph of 572(1), (1)(t), (h), and (i),

16 603(A), (8), (C), (D), (E), and (G), 604, 681.1(5)/(8), and (9), 681.2(2) and (3), 702(1),

17 (2)(b), and (5), 703, 704(B), (C), (D), and (E), 705(A) and (B), 706, 707, 722, 723(A), (F),

18 and (H), 7310), 732, 802, 904(2), (4), (7), (9), (12), (20), 905(A), introductory paragraph

19 of (B), (B)(2), (8), and (9), and (C), 905.1(A) and (B)(2), introductory paragraph of
(inffc. pcuj

20 905.3(A)(1), (B), (C), (E)(1), and (F), 906.1, 907(A) and introductory paragraph of(B), H

21 (B)(9), (11), (12), (13)(b), (15), (17% and (18), (C)(1), (D), (F), and (0), 908(A)(12) and (B),
4(intio fcks.)

22 915(3)0), (9), (10)(f), (12), introductory paragraph of (15), (15)(e), (20), (22)(c), (25),

23 introductory paragraph of (C)(2), (2)(d), introductory paragraph of (3), and (4), (D)(3) and

24 (4), (E)(1), (4), and (5),7(A)(1), introductory paragraph of(2), (2)(d), (3), (B), (D), (E),

25 (F), and (0). 921, 1 1r62, 1103(3), and (14), and (15), introductory paragraph of 1104(A),

26 11 04(A)(3), (9), (10), (B), introductory paragraph of (C), (D), (E),

27 11 08(A)( 1), (B), and (D), introductory paragraph of 11 09(A)( 1), 1109(C), (D), (E), (F), and

28 (0), 111 OXA), (B)( 1), introductory paragraph of(C), introductory paragraph of(C)( 1), (1 )(b),

29 (O (g)ç and (h), (2), and (3), introductory paragraph of(G), (H), and (1), 1115,2200,2455,

30 i2toductory paragraph of R.S. 30:2456(A) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
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1 30:3(21) and (22), 4(C)(21), (D)(6), 21.1, 86(I) and (3), 93(C), Part VIII ofChaf&rIof
2 Subtit’e I of Title 30 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, comprised of 98.1 through
3 98.13, 124.1, 136.3(B)( )-an&t7); 209(6), 2454(33) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
4 CHAPTER 1. COM?4IssJpn 01’ CONSERVATION AND ENERGY
5 PART I. DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND ENERGY

6 § 1. Department established; appointment of COHnh,i.,ipn, ; tclUl, aalAt,i

7 secretary; jurisdiction: saiy

8 A. There is established the state Department of Conservation and Ener’,

9 hereinafter referred to in this Subtitle as the department. The department shall be
10 directed and controlled by a y uiih,.,juitt,r vatu,i secretary, who shall be

11 appointed by the governor, with the consent of the Senate, foi a tcim ‘cais.

12 h1 ee of vataai fe’1 any aue th guvciuci ahull, wilt ..uriciit uftlic Stamtc, fill

13 thc uITh.ct U appunsbncnt foi thc u11isLp1Icd ttim.

14 B. Nvtit1itandmg th pivv1IuIn ofasiy utIii law ty tlIc .OiitaaLy, tIn. ,alaiy

15 of the COithitiSSiOjic, uf COtiSCi vatluli l,all b. flxcd b5 th. go’einui atural

16 resources of the state not within the jurisdiction of other state departments or

17 agencies are within the jurisdiction of the department.

18 C. All upturni sou.cs of t1c tatc nUt ;thh th jthdictiuit ,jfutlic, ,tat

19 &paaliiicnts 01 .gcics within thc jtuido..tiuii of tlic deyaitm..ut. jJjg

20 department shall mana2e all natural resources within its jurisdiction through

21 the followine offices:

22 (1) The office of permittini and compliance shall oversee all portions of

23 state law within the jurisdiction of the department which relate to the issuance

24 of permits and compliance with legal and re2ulatorv requirements as further
/

25 detailed by order of the secretan in accordance with R.S. 36:354.1.

26 (2) The office of enforcement shall oversee all oortions of state law within

27 the jurisdiction of the department which relate to penalties and enforcement of

28 violations as further detailed by order of the secretary in accordance with ItS.
V7

29 36:31

30 GiJiis office of state resources shall oversee all portions of state law
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within the jurisdiction of the department which relate to management of the

state’s natural resources, including but not limited to mineral and energy
leasin2. management of groundwater resources, and energy -related

management of state lands and water bottoms as further detailed by order of
the secretary in accordance with R.S. 36:354.1.

* * *

§3. Definitions
ArAfl1c

Unless the context otherwise requires, the words defined in this Section have

the following meaning when found in this Subtitle:H(4) -(zo) -i()

Irc9(c)
* * *

ilUt ioms mtw; th of Cons1..1 ,atlon of the Statc
I,

ufLouinia “Department” means theDepartment of Conservation and Enen4’

or any successor agency.

* * *

6”IHega1 gas” means gas which has been produced within the state from

any well in excess of the amount allowed by any rule, regulation, or order of the

wLIuhlispiuncr department, as distinguished from gas produced within the state not

in excess of the amount so allowed by any rule, regulation, or order, which is “legal

gas.

ffi “Illegal oil” means oil which has been produced within the state from any

well in excess of the amount allowed by any rule, regulation, or order of the

departmesS, as distinguished from oil produced within the state not

in excess of the amount so allowed by any nile, regulation, or order, which is “legal

oil.”

* * *

J9 “Multiple mineral development area” means an area designatcd by the

eULL11IL1MuLIer 4çpartment for the management and development of various

concurrent surface and sub-surface mineral or resource production or extraction

operations, including exploratory activities, for the purpose of efficient and effective

development of minerals or resources in the area without unreasonable interference.
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* * *

ç) ‘Tender” means apermit or certificate ofclearance for the transportation

of oil, gas, or products, approved and issued or registered under the authority of the

cyisttnL,aiyuur department.

()
* * *

(241’ “Expedited processina” shall mean the processing or review of

permits, permit modifications, licenses. regjrations, plans, proposals.

exceptions, or variances whereby the Department of Conservation and Enertrv

completes its administrative and technical review within a timeline agreed to in

writin2.
(4)

çfl “Employee” includes any personnel, classified and unclassified,

retained b’ the department to assist in the performance of duties related to

expedited processing.

§4, Jurisdiction, duties, and powers of the asst&,t secretary; rules and regulations

A. The Gulluli IVHL1 secretan has jurisdiction and authority over all
V.-

persons and property necessary to enforce effectively the provisions of this Chapter

and all other laws relating to the conservation of oil or gas.

B. The Cu,lirniS3iu,IC’ secretan’ shall make such inquiries as he thinks proper

to determine whether or not waste, over which he has jurisdiction, exists or is

imminent. In the exercise ofthis power the secretan has the authority

to collect data; to make investigations and inspections; to examine properties, leases,

papers, books, and records; to examine, survey, check, test, and gauge oil and gas

wells, tanks, refineries, and modes of transportation; to hold hearings; to provide for

the keeping of records and the making of reports; to require the submission of an

cmcrgcncy phonc number by which the operator may be contacted in case of an

emergency; and to take any action as reasonably appears to him to be necessary to

enforce this Chapter.

C. The CviinulS$iviit,a secretary has authority to make, after notice and
V

hearings as provided in this Chapter, any reasonable rules, regulations, and orders

that are necessary from time to time in the proper administration and enforcement
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I of this Chapter, including rules, regulations, or orders for the following purposes:
2 (l)(a)(i) * * *

4 (v) To allow for an:fenab: plugging credits in lieu of the bond with

security required by Subsection Rof this Section in order to promote the plugging

6 : of orphaned oilfield sites and oilfield sites that have been inactive for at least five

7 years. A plugging credit shall be issued for the plugging of orphaned oilfield sites

8 and oilfield sites that have been inactive for at least five years, with the specific

9 requirements and procedures for issuance, transfer, and acceptance of such credits

10 to be developed by the eonbniiou secretary. The regulations shall, at a

11 mum, provide criteda under wch plugging credits may be earned, and require

12 approval by the COnuuj$SiOflCt secretary for the earning, using, banking, or selling

13 of the plugging credits.

14 (b) Only an owner as defined in R.S. 30:3(B) shall be held or deemed

15 responsible for the performance of any actions required by the COuuiii5SiOfla

16 secretary.

j7 * 4 *

18 (14) To require interested persons to place uniform meters of a type approved

19 by the cu1iu1L$iuIn.a secretary wherever the COimuiiussCs seeretan designates on

20 all pipelines, gathering systems, barge terminals, loading racks, refineries, or other

21 places necessary or proper to prevent waste and the transportation of illegally

22! produced oil or gas. These meters shall be under the supervision and control of the

23
!

(artment of conservation:;It shall be a violation of this Chapter, subject to the

24 penalties provided in R.S. 3I1 8, for any person to refuse to attach or install a meter

25 when ordered to do so by the Opiutii,iyiiCi secretan, or in any way to tamper with

26 the meters so as to produce a false or inaccurate reading, or to have any device

27 through which the oil or gas can be passed around the meter, unless expressly

28 authorized by writtcn permit of the COILIIILi uui secretary.

29: * * $

3O (l6)(a) * * *
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(b) Provided that before a pen-nit to operate a new commercial operations’
2 waste disposal well may be granted, a public hearing shall be held on the application
3 for a permit, and shall fix the date, time, and place therefor. The operator or owner,
4 I prior to such public hearing, shall give public notice on three separate days within
5 a period of thirty days prior to the public hearing, with at least five days between
6 each publication of the notice, both in the official state journal and in the official P
7 journal of the parish in which the well is to be located, that application for a permit

8 for a new commercial operations’ waste disposal well has been made abd that a
9 public hearing on the matter will be held on the date and at the time and place which [

10 shall be stated in the public notice. The asisit secreta shall prescribe the form

11 of the advertisement. In addition, the applicant for a permit shall place an

12 advertisement in the same newspapers but not in the classified advertisement or

13 public notice section of the newspapers, in a form which shall be not less than

14 one-halfpage in size and printed in bold face type; which shall inform the public that

15 application for a permit has been made for a new commercial operations waste

16 disposal well and that a public hearing, at which all interested persons are charged

17 to be present and to present their views and which shall state the date, time, and place

18 at which the meeting will be held. The content of both the public notice and the

19 one-half page announcement or advertisement also shall include the name of the

20 owner or operatof’.location of the proposed well, materials to be disposed in the well, o1flGl

21 a statement that comments may be sent to the assk,tant ‘uniiv”.i ufthc Offl

22 fC111 vatuii secretan prior to the public meeting, 1d the nIg adicss fd1e

23 aS$istaitt ..tat.taly.

24 ( i) “Commercial operations’ as defined in this Section pertains to those who

25 dispose of waste materials off the site where produced by others. “Waste materials”

26: is defined as any material, excluding drilling muds, produced waters and crude oil

27 L residues, for which no use or reuse is intended and which is to be discarded.

28 * * *

29’ (l7)(a) * * *

30 (b) No person shall exercise the right of expropriation under the laws of this
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1 state in connection with the construction or operation of such a carbon dioxide
2 pipeline until the enhanced recovery project has been approved by the Cu1mui$Ouei

3 secretary and a certificate of public convenience and necessity for the pipeline has
4 been issued. If the enhanced recovery project is located in another state or
5 jurisdiction, the COL.LIlt,SOii.,i’5 secretan”s approval shall consist ofconfirrnation

6 that the applicable regulatory authority of that state or jurisdiction has approved or
7 authorized the injection of carbon dioxide in association with such project.

8 * * *

9 (flj To require reportinQ of the production of oil, gas, and condensate

10 on an individual well-basis.

11 D. The a sL,tant secretary shall max make, after notice and public hearing as
612 provided in this Chapter, any reasonable ruics. regulations. and orders that are

13 necessary:

14 (1) To require that all pipelines, cAdudiLl ficld bn3lLlissUlL, flow, and

15 ptla,iiii IILLL; all wclls, and all associated structures, including any fittings,

16 tie-overs, appliances, and equipment, which are constructed on state water bottoms

17 pursuant to the grant of a right-of-way by the secretary of the Dcpartmcnt of

18 Conservation and Energy and Natu.1 Rnu or the issuance of a lease by the

19 State Mineral and Energy Board shl conform to the following provisions:

20 (a) Thc owner or operator ofa pipeline constructed on a right-of-way granted

21 on state water bottoms shall be responsible for burying the line to a depth consistent F.
22 with regulations promulgated by the office of conservation and for maintaining it at

23 depth to the extent feasible and practical, as determined by the aist&it

24 secrctary, taking into account the changes wrought by natural forces.

25 (b) Upon abandonment of a pipeline, well, or associated structure, the owner

26 or operator thereof shall be responsible for removing any related object above the

27 mudline which may unduly interfere with other uses ofstate waters or water bottoms,

28 including navigation or fishing, or shall adequately mark it any such objects aboy
I)

29 the mudline for the duration of the obstruction according to regulations of the

30 United States Coast Guard and regulations promulgated by the aLtmat secretary.
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If necessary for environmental reasons or to prevent undue interference with other
2 uses of state waters or 1ater bottom the owner of an abandoned buried pipeline,
3 well, or associated structure; an abandoned pipeline, well, or associated structure; or
4 portions thereof shall cause removal of that which constitutes an obstruction or
5 hazard to navigation or fishing, as determined necessary by the asStt secretary

6 aftci a yublc

7 (c) If an inspection by the offlc of con1 v5tiOn flent discloses an

8 exposed pipeline, the owner thereof shall be required to rebury the line at its original

9 depth, to the extent feasible and practical, to remove the pipeline, or to install and

10 maintain for the duration of the line adequate marking in accordance with rules and

11 regulations of the United States Coast Guard, United States Corps of Engineers, and

12 the offk.c f cosc atk Department of Conservation and Eneri-. The

13 appropriate course for such remedial action shall be made by the COunnia$ivuet

14 secretary after a public hearing taking into account environmental issues and other

15 issues.

16 (d) If determined by the governor and the secretary of the Department of

17 I Conservation and Energy arid Natu1l Rb..SUUIL.,es to be in the best interests of the

18 state, the owner or operator of a pipeline, well, or associated structure shall not be

19 L required to have it removed but shall be required to adequately mark it ay_obiect

20 above the mudline for the duration ofthe obstruction according to regulations of the

21 Coast Guard and of the assstatt secretary.

22 (e) At regular intervals subsequent to the abandonment of any pipeline, well,

23
H or associated structure constructed on a right-of-way or lease established on state

24 erbo the owner or operator of such facility sha{+ rni cause and be [.
25 responsible for inspection of that property if the a.,5itaut secretary requires it to

26 ensure compliance with applicable rules and regulations of state and federal

27 agencies. The istwxt secretary shaft py require an inspection if he determines

28 i that the public interest requires that an inspection is necessary.

29 H (0 A person shall not construct any pipeline, well, or associated structure on H

30 a right-of-way or lease established on state waterbottoms unless he has obtained a
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permit from the &SiStrt secretary prior to the initiation of construction.

2 (g) An owner or operator of any pipeline, well, or associated structure
3 constructed on state water bottoms pursuant to a right-of-way or lease shall report

4 to the ,ai3t1t secretary any activities, incidents, developments, or accidents

5 creating an obstruction to navigation or fishing, and any permanent abandonments.

6 (2) To require that all field transmissions, flow, and gathering lines

7 constructed on state water bottoms pursuant to the grant of a right-of-way by the

8 secretary of the Department of Conservation and Energy and Natbial Resowce or

9 J the issuance of a lease by the State Mineral and Energy Board shall meet all

10 requirements of the United States Army Corps of Engineers for burial and shall be

11 located, installed, marked, and maintained in a proper manner, to be approved by the

12 pssiStaiit secretary, so as to minimize undue interference with persons making other

13 uses of state waters or water bottoms, including mariners and fishermen.

14 (3) To require that all equipmcnt, machinery, and materials associated with

15 the construction, operation, maintenance, or abandonment ofall pipelines, including

16 field transmission, flow, and gathering lines; all wells; and all associated structures,

17 which are constructed on state water bottoms pursuant to the grant of a right-of-way

18 by the secretary of the Department of Conservation and Energy ad Natual

19 Ruu, or the issuance of a lease by the State Mineral and Energy Board shall

20 conform to the following provisions:

21 (a)(i) The owner or operator of a pipeline, well, or associated structure

22 constructed on a right-of-way or lease upon state waterbottoms shall cause and be I:

23 responsible for inspection of that property if the ai,t&it secretary requires it to

24 determine whether any equipment, machinery, or material associated with activity

25 on the lease or right-of-way, including sunken boats and barges, has been discarded

26 or abandoned above the mudline. The sistw,t secretary shall require an inspection

27 if he determines that the public interest requires that an inspection is necessary.

28 (ii) If the inspection reveals any equipment, machinery, or material above the

29 mudline, the owner shall be responsible for its removal to avoid its constituting an

30 obstruction which may unduly interfere with other uses, including navigation or
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1 ‘p fishing, Flowever, the &pistt secretary may by rule grant exceptions or variances

2 from this requirement if the location of the equipment, machinery, or material would
3 cause removal to be extraordinarily onerous or impractical. Moreover, removal shall
4 not be required ifthcoi1o and the secretary of the Department of Conservation

5 4 Energy id Natal deteimine that in the best interests of the state

6 removal shall not be required. However, the owner shall be required to mark it

7 equipment, machinery, or material above the mudline for the duration of the

S obstruction according to regulations of the Coast Guard and the aaita1it secret.

9 (b) The owner or operator of any pipeline, well, or associated structure shall

10 promptly noti’ and report to the àasiot&it secretary concerning any discarded or

11 abandoned equipment, machinery, or materials, including sunken barges and boats,

12 known to be remaining on state waterbottoms as a result of activities conducted

13 pursuant to a state right-of-way or lease. He shall also report to the aznstai.t secretary

14 the removal of any such equipment, machinery, or materials.

15 * * *

16 (5) To provide that the office of conservation shall conduct such inspections

17 as the sist1t secretary may deem necessary or appropriate in carrying out the

18 provisions of this SubseIon.

19 (6) To provide appropriate procedure, includin2 public notice, comment,

20 and hearing requirements, for implementation of this Subsectioa

21 B. The secretary shall make, after notice and public hearing

22 as provided in this Chajer, any reasonable rules, regulations, and orders that are

23 necessary to require that all other pipelines not covered by Subsection D of this

24 Section, together with any fittings, tie-overs, appliances, and equipment, which are

25 constructed in this state shall be buried, maintained, or removed from the

26 right-of-way or lease according to the following provisions:

27 (1) Pipelines in active use and those not in active use but whose owner

28 anticipates reuse shall be buried to a depth consistent with regulations promulgated

29 by the offl. ofunt vatyfl department and shall be maintained during the course

30 of the useful and active life of the lines at a depth determined by the CuuhiiiS$iOuc’
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secretary to be substantially equivalent to the original depth of burial. The
2 COiiniii&,iyiatt secreta may by rule grant such exceptions or variances from this
3 provision as may be necessary for pipelines buried under navigable streams or water
4 bottoms as provided for in Subsection D of this Section.

5 (2) When a pipeline is abandoned, the COLLlisiyflci secretan shall make

6 ;‘ a preliminary investigation to determine if the line, or any portion thereof constitutes

7 an obstruction which may unduly interfere with other uses of stale waters or water

8 bottoms, or if allowed to remain in its present slate will constitute such an

9 obstruction. If the initial determination of the COiius&iiynt sevrciy is that

10 corrective action or removal of the pipeline, or any portion thereof, is necessary to

11 eliminate or prevent the obstruction and if the owner of the pipeline does not agree

12 with the COiin,ii5iuaiti’S secretary’s determination and to abide by it, the

13 ,.viinmiynCi secretan shall call a public hearing for the purpose of determrnrng

14 finally what action, if any, he will require the owner of the pipeline to take.

15 (3) Field transmission, f1ow and gathering lines shall be installed, located,

16 marked, maintalned, and removed ci ab&idymiiiit in a proper manner, to be

17 approved by the Cytiun$iyisCi secretan. so as to minimize undue interference with

18 persons, including mariners and fishermen, making other uses of state waters or

19 H water bottoms.

20 F. For the purposes of Subsection E, the word ‘pipeline” shall mean all
b’jprcciuct21 intrastate pipelines used in the transportation of oil and gas, including byrodata

22 and waste therefrom, but shall not include field transmission, flow, and gathering
I, rasjrak ,,o#i-tiic_cocA-ion

23 lines, except as provided in SuK,tiun (E)(3). The comin,sioi,ci secretary shthl

24 require each pipeline operator to cmp1y n his c1iod. 1usction ftl1c ‘me,

25 .Llt hpli L uvt lcas th1 cach yas. a pieduic tu dcLindnc th dtl1 uf

26 Cn tl,c lin nd to iport sacl iuf’ulnlatiOn to tli. tOIAuinppiyipCI inspect the

27 line; however, the iioini secretan may by rule grant such exceptions or

28 variances from this requirement as may be necessary for pipelines buried or installed

29 in locations where such a requirement would be extraordinarily onerous or

30 impractical. T11. uiiniiiaiOflCi lIall ftLitllcA rcguhc uwuciS of all ipcline3 iu the
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1 taL tu 11tf1 the offkc. 1f’ Cuiisvj yptiyu uf the abaudynjueut of ,aid pipCliuC vi

2 IIOLI-Uat uf sdpel11e fui apei vf LlLUIithp Ot

3 0. The vffl. 1A COiiaCflativfl of tL Department of Consen’ation and

4 I Energy and Natuial Rvuu, through the COiiniiiouei secretary, shall

5 implement the provisions of Subsectionst, E, and F of this Section as to interstate

6 pipelines insofar as those requirements may be consistent with the regulations for

7 interstate pipelines adopted by the United States Department of Transportation. In
N8 such event, the bfficeshall further implement the provisions of Subsections D, B, and

9 F of this Section insofar as those requirements may be consistent with the regulations

10 for interstate pipelines adopted by the United States Department of Energy.

11 H, Any pipeline owner required to construct a levee, dam, or weir in

12 connection with a pipeline, shall maintain that levee, dam, or weir in a condition as

13 near as practicable to its original condition;-however, the uitniiOnci secretan

14 may grant such exceptions or variances from this requirement if he determines that

15 maintenance of the dam, levee, or weir no longer serves the purposes intended and

16 will not serve to protect the environment of the area. The Cuith11iOflC1 secretan’

17 may require the owner to inspect the levee, dam, or weir on a periodic basis and to

18 file reports of such inspections. The Oi,bjiiSiuiicr secretary may order the removal

19 or alteration of any such dam, levee, or weir when he determines that such action is

20 necessary to avoid undue interference with persons making other uses of state waters

21 or water bottoms.

22 1. The I.u11uJH siorn,i secretan’ shall make, after notice and public hearing
V.-

23 as provided in this Chapter, any reasonable rules, regulations, and orders that are

24 necessary to control the offsite disposal at commercial facilities of drilling mud,

25 saltwater and other related non,hazardous wastes generated by the drilling and

26 production ofoil and gas wells. Such regulations shall contain provisions identi’ing

27 the waste materials to be regulated. Such regulations shall at a minimum require:

28 (1) Every person who intends to open and operate a new offsite commercial

29 facility for the disposal of nonhazardous wastes produced in oil and gas drilling

30 operationsall file an applicationth the ufflcc aon depament for
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1 a permit to conduct such operation.

2 * * *

3 (3) Upon notice to the applicant by the offic.c uf wiaz atiuu 44pnt
4 that the application is complete, the applicant shall file with the local governing

authori of the psh in which the proposed facility is to be locateix copies of
6 the complete application.

7 (4) Upon aeceptancc of the application as complete, the uffice of

8 tyi..t vpth.ni department shall publish in the next available issue of the Louisiana

9 Registery notice of the filing and the location date and time of a public hearing to

10 be held in the affected parish, which hearing shall not be less than thirty days from

II the date of notice in the Register. The applicant shall publish a substantially similar

12 notice in the official journal of the parish affected on three separate days at least

13 fifteen days prior to the date set by the L,fflcô oftoscrvptiuu department for such

14 public hearing. Such notice shall be not less than one quarter page in size in boldface

15 type.

16 (5) The public hearing shall be fact-finding in nature and shall not be subject

17 to the procedural requirements of the Procedure Act
rQjQwlqkinJ

______________

18 relative to mle—ttddttg or adjudication, provided that the pffi,.. ufwiivatiou

19 department shall allow any interested person to present testimony,çfacts or evidence

20 related to the application, and shall make a record of the hearing.

21 * * *

22 (9) The closure of all commercial offsite disposal facilities in a manner

23 approved by the ui uiiwL secretary t4insirprotection of the public and the

24 environment.

25 * * *

26 (II) Evidence of financial responsibility acceptable to the Cuiztujtuit

27 secretary for any liability for damages which may be caused by the escape or

discharge of waste materials from a commer:ial offsite disposal facility.

30 K. The t,Oiipui$iOina secretary shall not authorize or issue anypermit which

Page 18 of 227
Coding: Words which are tiuck th.ah are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface h pe and underscored are additions —

I.



SB NO. 244
ENROLLED

1 allows the use or withdrawal of three million gallons or more of ground water per

2 day from the Chicot aquifer that shall be injected into the subsurface in a parish

3 whose population is more than scventy thousand and less than seventy-five thousand.

4 L.(1) The zrnp1ijyii secretan’ shall make, after notice and hearings as
I I

5 provided in this Chapter, any reasonable rules, regulations, and orders that are

6 necessary to require the operator of a well, which utilizes the application of fluids

7 with force or pressure in order to create artificial fractures in the formation for the

8 purpose of improving the capacity to produce hydrocarbons, to report no later than

9 I twenty days following the completion of hydraulic fracturing stimulation operations

10 and in a maimer determined by the COishijispiunci secretary the following:

1l * * *

12 M. The L-uItuniaiy1,cs secretary shall make, after notice and hearing as

113 provided in this Chapter, any reasonable rules, regulations, and orders that are

14 necessary to control the drilling, operating, and plugging of solution mining injection H

15 wells, the permitting of such wells, and the resulting solution mined cavern. Such

16 rules and regulations shall be adopted pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act

17 and shall provide forgut not be limited to the following;

18 * * *

19 (3) Notification by the operator to the uffic vptoii department of

20 a solution mining injection well inactivity or conclusion of mining operations.

21 * * *

22 (6) Permit requirements that include the following:

23 * * *

24 (b) Reimbursement to the state or any political subdivision of the state for

25 reasonable and extraordinary costs incurred in responding to or mitigating a disaster

26 or emergency due to a violation of this Substion or any rule, regulation, or order
V

27 promulgated or issued pursuant to this Subsection. The costs shall be subject to

28 ii approval by the director of the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and

29 Emergency Preparedness prior to being submitted to the yLAlzitLa. permittee for

30 reimbursement. The payments shall not be construed as an admission of
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I responsibility or liability for the emergency or disaster. The Department of

2 Conseiwation and Energy 1d Nt1J RSyuLp, vatiuii, is hereby

3 authorized to adopt rules and regulations in accordance with the Administrative

4 Procedure Act to collect reimbursement under this Section.

5 * *

6 0(1) No permit to drill or operate a new solution-mined cavern, or expand

7 or convert an existing solution-mined cavern in Iberia Parish may be issued until

8 L after a public hing is held no earlier than Augit 15,2015, on the application for

9 the permit. The cc11uidsio11ei secretary shall promulgate rules and regulations to

10 provide for such public hearings and shall fix the date, time, and place therefor. The

11 operator or owner, prior to such a public hearing, shall give public notice on three

12 separate days within a period of thirty days prior to the public hearing, with at least

13 five days between each publication notice, both in the official statej ournal and in the

14 official journal of the parish in which the well is to be located.

15 (2) At least thirty days prior to such public hearing on a permit to expand or

16 convert an existing solution-mined cavern or to drill and operate a new

17 solution-mined cavern in Iberia Parish, the permit applicant shall submit a report to

18 the .,oai”iiissoiici ofcuiiciyatiuu secrctan’, to Save Lake Peigneur, Inc., and to the

19 governing authority of Iberia Parish. The report shall provide a baseline analysis of

20 dt levels and salt content in the nearby groundwater wells that can be

21 accessed for such analysis; a plan to monitor groundwater levels and salt water

22 content for the duration of the activity for the creation of cavern storage should a

23 permit be granted; a geologic analysis by a qualifiedjhird party geologist that

24 examines the inteity of the salt dome; and the results of an analysis of testing that

25 attempts to determine the source and composition of intermittent foaming or

26 bubbling appearing in Lake Peigneur.

27 * * *

28 P. The Cuiiui1ii,iLc.i if atio secretary has the authority to

29 promulgate rules and regulations undcrthe Administrative Procedure Act to regulate

30 the location, construction, operation, and maintenance of a liquefied natural gas
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2 Q.(lXa) The COiiffiuiiuiti secretan is authorized to develop and implement
3 a program to cApcditi. thc of expedited processing or review of permits.

4 modifications, licenses, registrations, plans, proposals, exceptions, or variances and

S related correspondence for applicants who may request such services, In 0ddt0 0 r
6 any applicable fe.s eh&ged putauaiit to this Subtitle, a

7 (b) A fee for an expedited review shall be charged to each applic uaJ to

8 the cost ofeverv overtime hour, or portion thereof an employee ontractor works

9 processing the expedited review and an amount not e eding twenty percent for

10 administrative costs. However, the adminis we fee shall not be less than five

11 hundred dollars. The overtime rate 1 not exceed the maximum per hour overtime

12 salaiy, calculated at one one-half times the hourly wage and including associated

13 related benefi , of a civil service employee of the offlc 0f CU1L3.L vatiylI U)

14 de a ent.

15 (j The COiâiuipiouCi secretary shall adopt rules and regulations in

16 accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to implement the provisions of

17 this Subsection. The nales shall iguh dic apphit to piuvid bhc Hute hcii

18 an ,dittd tCviC ,! umtcd.. at a minimum, specify:

19 (a) The procedure for requesting expedited processing.

20 (b) The procedure for the department to approve or deny a request for

21 expedited processing.

22 (c) A timeline for the administrative and technical review portion of the

23 expedite4jocessinL

/24 (d) The method of providing public notice of Subparagraphs (a) through

25 Cc) of this Paragraph through posting on the department’s website.
V

26 Ce) All documentation required to implement this Subsection, includmt

27 but not limited to necessary forms, costs statements, and schedules.

28 If) A process for the annlieant to claim portions of therecords submitted
1

29 to the dejgflment pursuant to this Subsection as confidential, proprietary, or

30 trade secret or otherwise exempt from public disclosure in accordance with the
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I Public Records Law. At least three days prior to their release, the department

2 shall notify the apnlieant of any public records request for records submitted

to the department pursuant to this Subsection and claimed by the appjntas

4 confidential, proprietary, trade secret, or otherwise exempt from public V
5 disclosure in accordance with the Public Records Law.

6 (31 An applicant for the issuance, review, or approval of any permit,

7 modification, license, registration, plan proposal, exception, or variance under

S the lurisdiction of the department may request exoeditedprocessin..

9 I (4) The secretary may decline, or revokewhen previouslvannroved..anv

10 request for expedited processinewith written reasons subiecttoreeonsideradon

H for up to ten calendar days. *
12 (5) The expedited processing tunehne commences on the date the

13 secretary grants the request for expedited processing. Exoedited. nrocessi

14 shall be deemed complete when the final decision is transmitted in writing or

15 when the department notifies the applicant that a decision is ready.

16 (6) The First Circuit Court of AppealJall have jurisdiction over a

17 request for judicial review of a decision by the department pursuant to this

18 Subsection. Judicial review pursuant to this Paragraph shall be subject to the

19 provisions of R.S. 30:12.

20 R. The tOmu1iSiO1lCI secretary shall make, after notice and public hearings

21 as provided in this Chapter, any rules, regulations, and orders that are necessary to

22 require reasonable bond with security for the performance of the duty to plug each

23 dry and abandoned well and the closure and to perform the site cleanup required by
/

24 Item (C)(l)(a)Qv) of this Section. The rules, regulations, and orders may classi’

25 based on location of the well and shall provide for the following exceptions from the

26 reasonable bond and security requirement:

27 * * *

28 T. In addition to the requirements set forth in Subsection R of this Section,

29 an organization seeking to enter into a cooperative endeavor agreement with the

30 t.’t secretary to assist with plugging orphaned wells, in order to alleviate the

i
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burden on operators in meeting financial security requirements, shall include in the
2 cooperative endeavor agreement a provision that allows full access to their
3 operations and financial records for the purpose of any audit conducted by the
4 legislative auditor.

S §4. I. Underground injection control

* * *

7 8. The siptt secret Stlie effl pf1 vptiofl of th De1111t of
8 Ltict mid R oes, reft1ied tu as the “assisnt ecrtry”, shall

9 have authority to make, after notice and hearings as provided in this Chapter, any

10 reasonable rules, regulations, and orders that are necessary from time to time in the

11 proper administration and enforcement of this Section, including but not limited to

12 rules, regulations, or orders for the following purposes:

13 (1) To regulate, by rules, the drilling, easing, cementing, disposal interval, >1

14 monitoring, plugging, and permitting of disposal wells which are used to inject

15 hazardous waste products in the subsurface, and to regulate all surface and storage

16 waste facilities incidental to oil and gas exploration and production, in such a manner

17 as to prevent the escape of such hazardous waste product into a fresh groundwater

18 aquifer or into oil or gas strata; may require the plugging of each abandoned well or

19 each well which is of no further use and the closure of associated pits, the removal

20 of equipment, structures, and trash, and the general site cleanup of such abandoned

21 or unused well sites; and may require reasonable bond with security for the

22 performance of the duty to plug each abandoned well or each well which is of no

23 further use and to perform the site cleanup required by this Section. Only an owner
lip

24 as defined in R.S. 30:38) shall be held or deemed responsible for the performance

25 of any actions required by the wiiuiiuiicr secretary.

26 (2) To require by nile that before a permit to operate a new commercial

27 operations hazardous waste disposal well may be granted, a public hearing shall be

28 held on the application for a permit, and shall fix the date, time, and place therefor.

29 The operator or owner, prior to such public hearing, shall give public notice on three

30 separate days within a period of thirty days prior to the public hearing, with at least
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five days between each publication of the notice, both in the official statejournal and
2 in the official journal of the parish in which the well is to be located, that application

3 for a permit for a new commercial operations’ hazardous waste disposal well has

been made and that a public hearing on the matter will be held on the date and at the

5 time and place which shall be stated in the public notice. The aisit secretary shall

6 prescribe the form of the advertisement. In addition, the applicant for a permit shall

7 place an advertisement in the same newspapers, but not in the classified

8 advertisement or public notice section of the newspapers, in a form which shall be

9 not less than one-half page in size and printed in bold face type; which shall inform

10 the public that application for a permit has been made for a new commercial

11 operations hazardous waste disposal weLl and that a public hearing, at which all

12 interested persons are charged to be present and to present their views and which

13 shall state the date, time, and place at which the meeting will be held. The content

14 L of both thc public notice and the one-halfpage announcement or advertisement also

15 shall include the name of the owner or operator, location of the proposed well,

16 materials to be disposed in the well, a statement that comments may be sent to the

17 psiptmtt .,y11u,.i,piuLl1 of thc Officc uf Cp111 qpjjgi. secretan’ prior to the public

18 [ meeting, 1d thc mailing add,s of tli. assitmit scata.y.

20 CU) No person shall inject, pump, dispose, or in any manner allow the

21 escape of any hazardous waste into any well or underground strata by way of an

22 injection well without obtaining a permit from the staut secretary or in violation

23 of any permit issued by the asst&1t secretary; or violate any rule, regulation, or

24 order of the cit.rnt secretary issued under the authority of this Section.

25 (2) The aiStcrnt secretary shall not issue any new permit for a previously

26 unpermitted Class I well for the disposal of hazardous waste as defined in the

27 comprehensive state hazardous waste control program, provided for in itS. 30:2175,

28 which previously produced or was drilled for the purpose of producing oil or gas,

29 whcthcr oil or gas was actually produced therein. Where a new permit has been

30 issued for such a Class I well for disposal of hazardous waste, the istuit secretary
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1 shall immediately proceed to revoke such permit, giving notice and upon request, an
2 opportunity for the parties to be heard, and set a schedule for the abandonment and
3 closure of the well, in accordance with rules and regulations of the office of

4 eonseatjon. No later than November 15, 1985, the 3iait secretary shall order

5 the cessation of injection and issue an order for closure which shall be completed

6 within one hundred twenty days of the order.

7 H D. Whenever the Siatjt secretary or an authorized representative of the

8 a5t&i.t secretary determines that a violation of any requirement of this Section has

9 occurred or is about to occur, the &3,to41t secretary or the authorized representative

10 of the aistant secretary shall either issue an order requiring compliance within a

11 specified time period or shall commence a civil action for appropriate relief,

12 including a temporary or permanent injunction.

13 E. Requirements of compliance orders. Any order issued under this Section

14 shall state with reasonable specificity the nature of the violation and specie’ a time

15 for compliance and, in the event of noncompliance, assess a civil penalty, if any,

16 H which the &sitit secretary determines is reasonable, taking into account the

17 seriousness of the viotation and any good faith efforts to comply with the applicable

18 requirements.

19 F. Penalties. (I) Except as othese proded by law, any person to whom

20 a compliance order or a cease and desist order is issued and who fails to take

21 corrective action within the time specified,d rder or any person found by the

22 asitairt secretary to be in violation of any requirement ofthis Section, maybe liable

23 for a civil penalty, to be assessed by the astant secretary or court, of not more than

24 enty-five thousand dollars for each day of the continued noncompliance or

25 violation. The tnit secretary in order to enforce the provisions of this Section

26 may suspend or revoke any permit, compliance order, license, or variance which has

27 been issued to(saidperson.

. of suits. Except as otheise provided(herei the aitit

30 secretary, with the concurrence of the attorney general, may settle or resolve as he
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1 may deem advantageous to the state any suits, disputes, or claims for any penalty

2 under any provisions of this Section or the regulations or permit license terms and

3 conditions applicable thereto.

4 * * *

5 K. The secretan shall not authorize or issue any permit Which

6 allows the use or withdrawal of three million gallons or more of ground water per

7 day from the Chicot aquifer that shall be injected into the subsurface in a parish

8 whose population is more than seventy thousand and less than seventy-five thousand.

9 §4.2. Effective enforcement of wildlife and fisheries laws

10 The &z,istwt secretary shall make, after notice and public hearing as provided

11 in this Cha’jter, any reasonable rules, regulations, and orders which are necessary to

12 prohibit the operators of oil and gas wells from performing any acts on lands subject

13 to a drilling permit which may preclude agents of the Department of Wildlife and

14 Fisheries from effectively enforcing any of the provisions of Title 56 of thc

15 Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. The assistaiit secretary shall revoke any permit

16 granted to an operator and deny any application for a permit to drill any well by an

17 operator found to be in uolation of the rules provided for in this Section.

18 §4.3. Financial security

19 A. As required by R.S. 30:4, an applicant for a permit to drill or to amend a

20 permit to drill for change of operator shall provide financial security as provided in

21 this Section in a form acceptable to the comnn,iuuci secretary. For an application

22 for a permit to drill, the security shalt be provided within thirty days of the

23 completion date or from the date the operator is notified that financial security is

24 required. For an application to amend a permit to drill for a change of operator, the

25 security shall be provided as required by this Section or by establishing a site
I

26 specific trust account in accordance with R.S. 39:88 prior to the operator change.

27 B.(1) Except as provided in Paragraph () of this Subsection, the amount of

28 the financial security shall be provided for in rules and regulations promulgated by
I

/

29 the ...uiiuui,iunci secretary in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act.

30 The amounts may be on an individual-well or multiple-well basis and may be
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categorized based on the wells location.

2 (2) For an individual well located on land of a depth equal to or less than
3 three thousand feet, the financial security required shall be two dollars per foot.
4 However, the cuiiii secretan may increase the financial security by rules

5 and regulations promulgated after September 1, 2017, in accordance with the

6 Administrative Procedure Act.

7 C. Financial security shall not be required for the following wells:

8 (1) Any well declared to be orphaned by the Cv1m11iDiy11cI secretary and

9 I subsequently transferred to another operator.

10 (2) Any well to be drilled by an operator who has an agreement with the

11 offle of wnScp vatiuii department to plug a well that has been declared to be

12 orphaned by the conuuisiuiir secretan and that orphaned well is similar to the

13 proposed well in terms of depth and location.

14 §5. Permission to convert gas into carbon black; recycling gas; unit operations

15 A. In order to prevent waste of natural gas, the Oiiuui waa secretary may

16 grant to bona fide applicants permits for the building and operation of plants and to
p

17 burn natural gas into carbon black for the period of time fixed by the cuiiuuiOi,ta

18 secretan in the permit, not to exceed twenty-five years and subject to the provisions

19 of the laws of the state and the rules and regulations of the department. It shall be a
— 1’20 violation of this Chapter for any person to build or operate a new plant! for these

V21 purposes without the permit required by this Section.

22 B. In order to prevent waste and to avoid the drilling of unnecessary wells,

23 the C0uniiip,ipflci secretan’ shall, after notice and upon hearing, and his

24 determination of feasibility, require the re-cycling of gas in any pooi or portion of

25 a pool preductive of gas from which condensate or distillate may be separated or

26 natural gasoline extracted, and promulgate rules to unitize separate ownership and

27 to regulate production of the gas and reintroduction of the gas into productive

28 formations after separation of condensate or distillate, or extraction of natural

29 gasoline, from the gas.

30 C.(l) Without any way modifying the authority granted to the aallt
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1 secretary of tIn.. Offl. ufctnii vatiun in R.S. 30:9(B) to establish a drilling unit or
2 units for a pool and in addition to the authority conferred in Subsection B of this
3 Section:

4 (a) The aSistaut secretary of the office of conservation upon the application

5 I of any interested pa, also is authoHzed and emwered to enter an order requiring

6 the unit operation of any pool or a combination of two poois in the same field,

7 productive of oil or gas, or both, in connection with the instithtion and operation of

8 systems of pressuse maintenance by the injection of gas, water, or any other

9 extraneous substance, or in connection with any program of secondary or tertiary

10 recoveran

11 (b) The istaiit secretary of the office of conservation is further authorized

12 and empowered to require the unit operation of a single pooi in any situation where

13 the ultimate recovery can be increased and waste and the drilling of unnecessary

14 wells can be prevented by such a unit operation.

(2) In connection with such an order ofunit operation, the asitarn secretary

16 of the office of conservation shall have the right to unitize, pool, and consolidate all

17 separately oed tracts and other prope ownerships. y order for such a unit

18 operation shall be issued only after notice and hearing and shall be based on all of

19 the following findings:

20 * * *

21 (d) At least threc-fouhs of the owners and three-fohs of the royalty

22 owners, as to a particular interest, as hereinafter defined, such three-fourths to be in

23 interest as determined under Subparagraph (c) ofthis Paragraph, shall have approved

24 the plan and terms of unit operation, such approval to be evidenced by a written

25 contract or contracts covering the terms and operation of the unitization signed and

26 executed by the three-fourths in interest of the owners and three-fourths in intcrest

27 of the royalty owners and filed with the ass1tt secretary of the office of

28 conservation on or before the day set for the hearing. Notwithstanding any other
‘F

29 provision of this Subparagraph to the contrary, with respect to an order for unit

39 operation for the production of brine, such approval shall only be required from at

Page 28 of 227
Coding: Words which are struck tluvubh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.



SB NO. 244
ENROLLED

1 least thee-fourths of the owners as to the particular interest, such approval to be
2 evidenced by a written contract or contracts covering the terms and operation of the
3 unitization signed and executed by the three-fourths in interest of the owners and
4 filed with the a,jstu,t secretary of the office of conservation on or before the day

5 set for the hearing.

6 * * *

(4) Upon application and after notice and a public hearing and consideration

8 of all available geological and engineering evidence, the Aistrnt fkci.t of th

9 Offic, of Cu1c1 vptiun secretary, to the extent required by such evidence, may

10 revise any reservoiide unit or units heretofore created by the Assitut 3cc1ey

11 of the Ofl. of Cyiiaj’atjo,i secretary.

12 * * *

13 (6) No order of the ,.,uumdpiyiiCi secretan entered pursuant hereto shall

14 have the effect of enlarging, displacing, varying, altering, or in anywise whatsoever

15 modif3iing or changing contracts in existence on ihe effective date of this Act

16 concerning the unitization of any pool (reservoir) or pools (reservoirs) or field (as

17 defined in the contract) for the production of oil, gas, brine, or any combination

18 thereof.

19 D.(1) In order to prevent wastc and incrcase the ultimate recovery of oil or

20 gas, or both, the assistant secretary ofthe office ofconservation, upon the application

21 of any interested owner, and only after notice and a public hearing, is authorized to

22 approve a cyclic injection project for the operation of a well by the method of

23 enhanced recovery known as cyclic injection, without the formation of a unit under

24 Subsection C of this Section or under any other provisions of this Chapter. No

25 operator shall utilize cyclic injection without first securing the asitcuit secretary’s
1-

26 approval pursuant to this Subsection. For the purposes of this Subsection, “cyclic

27 injection” is hereby defined as a single-well process in which a production well is

28 injected with a substance for the purpose of enhanced recovery. After a shut-in

29 period, the well is returned to production. This procedure may be performed

30 repeatedly on one or more wells in a reservoir.
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1 (2) Prior to approving any cyclic injection project the &tmd secretary must
2 find that the project will not drain any area of the reservoir different from that being
3 r drained by the project well prior to initiation of the project, and that the project will
4 not otherwise adversely affect other owners having rights in the same reservoir in

5 which the applicant proposed to conduct cyclic injection. Tithe aasistaait secretary

6 does not make these findings required in the preceding sentence, he shall not approve

7 the cyclic injection project, and it shall not be conducted, unless:

* * *

§ 5.1. Deep pool order; ultra deep structure units; application; procedure; allocation

10 of costs; rules and regulations

11 A. The following shall be applicable to deep pool units:

12 (1) In order to prevent waste and to avoid the drilling of unnecessary wells,

13 and to encourage the development of deep oil and gas pools in Louisiana, the

14 COiiuiri$$ioiic.i secretary of conservation is authorized, as provided in this

15 Subsection, to establish a single unit to be served by one or more wells for a deep

16 pool and to adopt a development plan for such deep unit.

17 I (2) Without in any way modi’ing the authority granted to the cuiiij;i;u

18 secretary in R. S. 30:9(B) to establish a drilling umt or units for a pool and in

19 addition to the authority conferred in R.S. 30:5, the t.yniiii,Siy,aa secretary upon

20 the application ofany interested party may enter an order requiring the unit operation

21 H of any deep pool when such unit operation will promote the development of such

22 deep pools, prevent waste, and avoid the drilling of unnecessary wells.

23 (3) In connection with such order, the Leinuu,siouGi secretan shall have the

24 right to establish a unit for a deep pool and to unitize, force pooi, and consolidate all

25 separately owned tracts and other property ownerships within such unit. Any order

26 creating a unit for a deep pool shall be issued only after notice and public hearing

27 and shall be based on findings that:

28 * * *

29 (e) The plan of development for the unit is reasonable. The plan shall be

30 1 revised only if approved by the Conui1i$ufli sccretan after notice and public
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1 hearing.

2 * * *

3 (5) No order shall be issued by the uuuHissiouer secretary unless interested

4 parties have been provided a reasonable opportunity to review and evaluate all data

5 submitted by the applicant to the ‘.yirniii iclici secretan to establish the limits of

6 the deep pooi, including seismic data.

7’ (6) The order creating the unit shall designate a unit operator and shall also

8 make provision for the proportionate allocation to the osers (lessees or ownem of

9 unleased interests) of the costs and expenses of the unit operation, which allocation

10 shall be in the same proportion that the separately owned tracts share in unit

11 production. The cost of capital investment in wells and physical equipment and

12 intangible drilling costs, in the absence of voluntary agreement among the owners

13 to the contrary, shall be shared in like proportion. However, no such owner who has

14 not consented to the unitization shall be required to contribute to the costs or

15 cxpenscs of the unit operation or to the cost of capital investment in wells and

16 physical equipment and intangible drilling costs except out of the proceeds of

17 production accruing to the interest of such owner out of production from such unit

18 operation. In the event of a dispute relative to the calculation of unit well costs or

19 depreciated unit well costs, the OiiuiiiSiOiii secretary shall determine the proper

20 costs after notice to all interested owners and public hearing thereon.

21 (7) Upon application and after notice and public hearing and consideration

22 of all available geological and engineering evidence, the COp’uuiSiynci secretary,

23 to the extent required by such evidence, may create, revise, or dissolve any unit

24 provided for under this Suection or modi’ any provision of any order issued

25 hereunder. Any such order shall provide for the allocation of unit production on a

26 just and equitable basis to each separately owned tract within the unit.

27 (8) The wILulLiS,iuIlc,i secretan’ shall prescribe, issue, amend, and rescind

28 such orders, rules, and regulations as he may fmd necessary or appropriate to carry
,1

29 out the provisions of this Subsection.

30 (9) While this Subsecon authorizes the initial creation of a single unit to be
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1 sewed by one or more wells, nothingtherein: shall be construed as limiting the
2 authority of the cotihui,.,,o.ici secretyy to approve the drilling of alternate unit
3 I wells on drilling units established pursuant to itS. 30:9(B).

4 8. The following shall be applicable to ultra deep structure units:

5 (1) In order to prevent waste and to avoid the drilling of unnecessary wells,

6 and to encourage the development of ultra deep oil and gas structures in Louisiana,

7 the con 5iv secretary of conservation is authorized, as provided in this

8 Subsection, to establish a single unit to be served by one or more wells for an ultra

9 deep structure and to adopt a plan of development for such ultra deep structure unit.

10 For purposes of this statute, a “structure is defined as a unique geologic feature that

potentially traps hydrocarbons in one or more pools or zones.

12 (2) Without in any way modifying the authority granted to the COiiuniiOucr
V

13 secretary by R.S. 30:9(B) to establish a drilling unit or units for a pool and in

14 addition to the authority conferred by R.S. 30:5 and 5.2, the uumu’yxlc’ secretary,

15 upon the application of any interested party, may enter an ordcr requiring the unit

16 operation of any ultra deep structure when such unit operation will promote the

17 development of such ultra deep structure, prevent waste, and avoid the drilling of

18 unnecessary wells.

19 (3) In connection with such order, the COiinipiSiOna secretan shall have the

20 right to establish a unit no greater than nine thousand acres for an ultra deep structure

21 and to unitize, force pool, and consolidatc all separately owned tracts and other

22 property ownerships within such unit. Any order creating a unit for an ultra deep

23 structure shall be issued only after notice and public hearing and shall be based on

24 findings that:

25 * * *

26 (5) Upon application of any landowner or other interested party, or at the

27 COniui5iuit’1’ secretary’s discretion, the plan of development may be revised by

28 the secretary after notice and public hearing for good cause.

29 * * *

30 (7) No order creating a unit for an ultra deep structure shall be issued by the
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COtiuiii$Sipjjcj secretary unless interested parties have been provided a reasonable
2 opportunity to review and evaluate all data, including seismic data, submitted by the
3 applicant to the coi1, retan to establish the limits of the deep structure.
4 * * *

5 (9) The initial well and each subsequent well proposed or drilled pursuant to
6 the plan of development shall be deemed a unit well. The provisions of R.S.

‘—S

7 30:1 O(A)4’shall be applicable to ultra deep structure units, including the applicable
8 risk charge. In the event of a dispute relative to the calculation oft well cos or
9 depreciated unit well costs, the uIrnliuii secretan’ shall determine the proper

10 costs after notice to all interested owners and public hearing thereon.

II (10) Upon application by any landowner or other interested party, or at the
12 COiiuiiiS5iyiici’S secretan”s discretion, and afier notice and public hewing and

13 — -
- consideration of available geological, engineering, and other relevant evidence, the

14 COjiuinj5$iujjcj secretary, to the extent required by such evidence, may by order

15 create, revise, confirm, or dissolve any unit provided for under this Subsection or

16 modify any provision of any order issued hereunder. Any such order shall provide

17 for the allocation of unit production on ajust and equitable basis to each separately

18 owned tract within the unit. The applicant shall, in all cases, have the burden ofproof

19 that the existing unit or order should be revised, confirmed, dissolved, or amended

20 in the manner proposed in the application. Ifthe OuuihD,.iOncz secretary determines

21 that the unit operator has not substantially complied with the plan of development,

22 the unit operator shall be required to show cause why the unit should not be reduced

23 in size.

(12) The cunuission: secrebn shall prescribe, issue, amend, and rescind

26 such orders, rules, and regulations as he may find necessary or appropriate to carry

27 out the provisions of this Subsection.

28 (13) While the provisions of this S ubgection authorize the initial crcation of

29 a smgle unit to be served by one or more wells, nothmg herein shall be construed as

30 limiting the authonty of the wiiuiiiSluiii secretan to approve the drilling of
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1 alternate unit wells on drilling units established pursuant to R.S. 30:9(B).

2 §5.2. Coal seam namral gas producing areas order; application; procedure;

3 allocation of costs; mies and relations

4 A. In order to prevent waste and to avoid the drilling of unnecessary wells

5 and to encourage the development of coal seam natural gas producing areas in

6 Louisiana, the wHiur uiii uftunsci vatiOu seetan is authorized, as provided in

7 this Sectfon, to establish a single unit to be served by one or more wells for a coal

S seam natural gas producing area.

9 I B. Without in any way modit’ing the authority granted to the Cvuuh1ilOucI

10 secretary in R.S. 30:9W) to establish a drilling unit or units for a pool and in

11 addition to the authority confened in R.S. 30:5, the imuiiiiCi secretan’, upon

12 the application of any interested party, may enter an order requiring the unit

13 operation of any coal seam natural gas producing area when such unit operation will

14 promote the development of such coal seam natural gas producing area, prevent

15 waste, and avoid the drilling of unnecessary wclls.

16 C. In connection with such order, the tupinui&,iOiici secre shall have the

17 right to establish a unit for a coal seam natural gas producing area and to unitize,

18 force pool, and consolidate all separately owned tracts and other property ownerships

19 within such unit. Any order creating a unit for a coal seam natural gas producing area

20 shall be issued only after notice and a public hearing and shall be based on findings

21 that:

22 * * *

23 E. No order shall be issued by the unJnIi4unb.I secretan unless interested

24 parties have been provided a reasonable opportunity to review and evaluate all data

25 submitted by the applicant to the uiijii,i&,iuiiCt secretan to establish the limits of

26 the coal seam natural gas producing area.

27 F. The order creating the unit shall designate a unit operator and shall also

28 make provision for the proportionate allocation to the owners (lessees or owners of

29 unleased interests) of the costs and expenses of the unit operation, which allocation

30 shall be in the same proportion that the separately owned tracts share in unit
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production. The cost of capital investment in wells and physical equipment and
2 intangible drilling costs, in the absence of voluntary agreement among the owners
3 to the contrary, shall be shared in like proportion. However, no such owner who has
4 not consented to the unitization shall be required to contribute to the costs or

expenses of the unit operation or to the cost of capital investment in wells and

6 physical equipment and intangible drilling costs except out of the proceeds of
7 production accruing to the interest of such owner out of production from such unit

8 operation. In the event of a dispute relative to the calculation of unit well costs or

9 depreciated unit well costs, the couuitisioncr secretan’ shall determine the proper

10 costs after notice to all interested owners and a public hearing thereon.

II 0. Upon application and after notice and a public hearing and consideration

12 of all new available geological and engineering evidence, the [
13 secretan’, to the extent required by such evidence, may create, revise, or dissolve

Vt-

any unit provided for under this Section or modify any provision of any order issued

15 pursuant to this Secti Any such order shall provide for the allocation of unit

16 production on ajust and equitable basis to each separately owned tract within the

17 unit.

18 H. The t.oi.iuuiiont,r secretary shall prescribe, issue, amend, and rescind

19 such orders, ruics, and regulations as he may find necessary or appropriate to carry

20 out the provisions of the Section.

21 §6. Hearings; notice; rules of procedure; emergency; service of process; public

22 records; request for hearings; orders and compliance orders

23 A. The wnnuisivi,cr secretary shall prescribe the rules of order or

24 procedure in hearings or other proceedings before him under this Chapter.

25 B. No rule, regulation, order, or change, renewal, or extension thereoL shall,

26 in the absence of an emergency, be made by the CO11111iO111..1 secretan under the
/

27 provisions of this Chapter except after a public hearing upon at least ten days notice

28 given in the manner and form prescribed by him. This hearing shall be held at a time

29 and place and in the manner prescribed by the ii..mc1 secretan’. The

30 wuiiuiSSruijU secretary, in his discretion, may designate a member of his staff to
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conduct public hearings on his behalf. Any person having an interest in the subject

2 matter of the hearing shall be entitled to be heard. Whenever any application shall

3 be made to the COILUhIfl1U1pCL f uui vatiyu secretan for creation, revision, or

4 modification of any unit or units for production of oil or gas, or for adoption of any

5 plan for spacing of wells or for cycling of gas, pressure maintcnance or restoration.

6 or other plan of secondary recovery, the applicant shall be required to file with the

7 application two copies of a map of such unit or units or well spacing pattern or two

8 explanations of such plan of cycling, pressure maintenance or restoration, or other

9 secondary recovery program and at least thirty days notice shall be given of the

10 hearings to be held thereon, in the manner prescribed by the coirnnis.,iyj yf

11 wiici vatiorr secretary and a copy of such plat or explanation of program shall

12 remain on file in the vfficc &f con v atiOii department in Baton Rouge and in the

13 office of the district manager of the conservation district in which the property is

14 located, and be open for public inspection, at least thirty days prior to such hearing.

15 C. If the COj,jnnS$sofl..i secretan- finds an existing emergency which in his

16 judgment requires the making, changing, renewal, or extension of a rule, regulation,

17 or order without first having a hearing, the emergency rule, regulation, or order shall

18 have the same validity as if a hearing had been held after due notice. The emergency

19 rule, regulation, or order shall remain in force no longer than fifteen days from its

20 effective date. hi any event, it shall expire when the rule, regulation, or order made

21 after notice and hearing with respect to the same subject matter becomes effective.

22 D. Should the un,iti,sunCi secretary elect to givc notice by personal

23 service, it may be made by any officer authorized to serve process or any agent of

24 the secretary in the same manner as is provided by law for the service

25 of citation in civil actions in the district cous. Proof of the service by an agent shall

26 be by the affidavit of the person making it.

27 F. All rules, regulations, and orders made by the COHufliyL1CL secretan

28 shall be in ting and shall be entered in ifill by lm in a book kept for that puose.

29 This book shall be a public record and shall be open for inspection at all times during

30 reasonable office hours. A copy of a rule, regulation, or order, certified by the
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C0I1uujj0uçj secrejgy, shall be received in evidence in all courts of this state with
2 the same effect as the original.

3 F. Any interested person has the right to have the u’II1 secretary

4 call a hearing for the purpose of taking action in respect to a matter within the
5 jurisdiction of the secretar by making a request therefor in writing.

6 Upon receiving the request the COL1u11ijyJJçj secretan shall promptly call a

7 hearing. After the hearing, and with all convenient speed and in any event within

S thirty days after the conclusion of the hearing the comuiLsiy0 secretary shall take

9 whatever action he deems appropriate with regard to the subject matter. In the event

10 of failure or refusal of the iIm secretary to issue an order within the

11 period of thirty days, he may be compelled to do so by mandamus at the suit of any

12 interested person.

13 G. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsections B and C to the contrary,
‘/14 the uima,iytii secretan, upon determining that a violation of this Chapter or the

15 regulations adopted hereunder has occurred, may impose a civil penalty as provided
‘I, V16 in this Chapter. Additionally, upon determining that a violation of this Chapter or the

17 regulations adopted hereunder has occurred, the secretary may issue

18 an ordcr rcquiring compliance. Any such order issued shall state, with reasonable

19 specificity, the nature of the violation, any cessation of activities or affirmative j
20 operations required to achieve compliance, and a time limit wititin which compliance

21 with the order must be achieved. Noncompliance with any such order to comply shall
V

22 constitute a violation of this Chapter, and the ynzuiiOnCi secretan’ may impose

23 a civil penalty for such violation. Any person subjected to a civil penalty shall have

24 the right to a public hearing if requested in writing, which written request shall

25 suspend the imposition of the penalty until final action is taken by the CuumSivui

26 secretary after hearing.

27 H. When an application for any permit to construct or drill a Class V or Class

28 VI well related to the geologic sequestration of carbon dioxide becomes complete,

29 the unns$iunCi secretan shall noti the governing authority of any parish F

30 included in the permit application. The notice to the governing authority of the parish
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shall be made no later than the date on which public notice is issued in accordance

with applicable law or regulations. Notice may be made by electronic mail to the

parish president, police juzy president, or mayor-president, depending on the form

of parish government.

§6.1. Declaration of emergency

/
A. Notwithstanding any other provision ofthis Title, upon receipt of evidence

that there is an incident occurring or threatening to occur imminently at an oiliield

site or other facility, structure, or pipeline under the COflnuisiOuCi’,, department’s

jurisdiction pursuant to R.S. 30:1 et seq., which is of such magnitude as to require

immediate action to prevent substantial or irreparable damage to the environtient or

a serious threat to life or safety based on recognized criteria,Lndardsdindustry

practices, the cunuit 3k,u1 department may declare in writing that an emergency

B. Upon declaration of an emergency, the uuutti$$iO,ici department shall

noti’ the operator of record. Notification shall be made by telephonc at the

emergency number on file in the COuiiuiônCf department, telegraph, facsimile,

or personal appearance. If the operator cannot be contacted for notification within

twenty-four hours or if the operator of record fails to begin abatement procedures

within twenty-four hours after notice by the COitiiiuiin.a department, the

Ci.niurniOirct department shall begin the emergency procedures provided for in this

Section. Refusal on the part of the operator to begin abatement procedures after

notification by the .ouut1iioi,a department shall constitute a failure or refusal to

comply with the provisions of this Title and rules, regulations, and orders issued

thereunder.

C. When an emergency situation is declared, the u1iuuisiu1’1 department

is authorizcd to undertake the containment and abatement ofthe pollution source and

pollutants and may retain personnel or contract for these purposes with persons who

shalL operate under his direction. All contracts let by the t.utihni&ivuei department

to respond to a declared emergency shall be exempt from the provisions of Chapter

10 of Title 38 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 and the Louisiana
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Procurement Code. However, the pjment may employ an

informal bidding procedure by which bids are solicited from at least three bidders;

FIt may order the operator of record or owner to undertalce the contaimnent,

abatement, or cleanup of such pollution source and pollutants. Failure to comply with

his order shall be a violation of this Title and shall be punishable as provided in this

Iiie. The department shall submit an annual report to the House

Committee on Natural Resources and Environment and Senate Committee on

Natural Resources listing the number and type of emergencies declared within the

previous year.

D.(l) The cunni,sjgijt.r department may issue permits, variances, or other

orders as necessary to respond to the emergency, which shall be effective

immediately upon issuance, and any request for hearing, appeal, or request for

review shall not suspend the implementation of the action ordered. The term of any

such emergency action shall be limited to the time necessary to address the

emergency conditions.

* *

F. In responding to an emergency, the unnniS$i0ui department may utilize

any funds allowable under federal law or statc law or any funds which have been

appropriated for such purposes, including but not limited to the Oilfield Site

Restoration Fund pursuant to R.S. 30:80 et seq. Recovery of costs expended shall be

in accordance with the statutes, rules, and regulations applicable to the source of

funds

* * *

§8. Subpoenasfand production of records; service; excuses for disobedience;

enforcement of subpoenas
(i)

__________

A. The CyijuitiSSiunci secretan may subpoena witnesses and require their

attendance and the giving of testimony before him. He may require the production

of any books, papers, or records material to the questions lawfully before him.

(zj@c Subpoenas shall be served by any agent of’ the department of

tuii,t.s vaGui’, by thc sheriff or by any other officer authorized by law to serve
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process in this state.

(3’kyNo person shall be excused from attending and testifying or producing

books, papers, or records, or from obeying the subpoena of the tu1ntisiM

secretary or of a court of record on the ground that the testimony or evidence

required of him may tend to incriminate him or subject him to penalty or forfeiture.
N

(‘1 j3) Nothing contained in this Subsection shall be construed as requiring any

person to produce books, papers, or records, or to testify in response to any inquiry

not pertinent to some question lawfully before the w1m11iiO11c1 secretjgy or court

for determination.

(clssyNo natural person shall be subjected to criminal prosecution or to any

penalty or forfeiture on account of anything concerning which he may be required

to testify or produce evidence before the COAIuhsissiOucI secretan or a court.

* * *

( )
B. In the ease of failure or refusal of a person to comply with a subpoena

issued by the C0urnu$auuci secretan. or in the case of the refusal of a witness to

testify or answer as to a mailer regarding which he may be lawfully inteffogated, any

district court on the application of the secretary may, in term time or

in vacation, issue an attachment for the person to compel him to comply with the

subpoena and to attend before the COuiuuiuiui secretary with the desired

documents and to give his testimony upon whatever matters are lawfully required.

(z.) The court may punish for contempt those disobeying its orders as in the case

of disobedience of a subpoena issued by the court or refusal to testify therein.

§9. Production from pool; drilling units; equitable share; rules and regulations

A. Whether or not the total production from a pool be limited or prorated, no

rule, regulation, or order of the OnmIi&,OI1cL secretary shall in terms or effect:

* * *

B. For the prevention ofwaste and to avoid the drilling of unnecessary wells,

the wiiiiiis,ncr secretary shall establish a drilling unit or units for each pool,

except for those pools which, prior to July 31, 1940, had been developed to an extent

and where conditions exist making it impracticable or unreasonable to use a drilling
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unit at the present stage of development. A drilling unit, as
contemPlate(EIN

2 means the maximum area which may be efficiently and economically drained by the

3 well or wells designated to see the drilling unit as the unit well, substitute unil

4 well, or alternate unit well. This unit shall constitute a developed area as long as a

5 well is located thereon which is capable of producing oil, gas, or brine in paying

6 quantities.

7 C. Each well permitted to be drilled upon a drilling unit hereafter established

8 shall be drilled at the location designated by the yf tuuj ypt,OAI

9 secretan, after public hearing, in the order creating the unit. The cOimuiSionci yf

10 COiiSC; vatiyti secretan shall consider all available geological and engineering

11 evidence and shall provide for the unit well to be located at the optimum position in

12 the drilling unit for the most efficient and economic drainage of such unit with such

13 exceptions as may be reasonably neccssary where topographical conditions exist that

14 would make such a location of the unit well unduly burdensome or where the

15 designated unit well was drilled or commenced prior to the creation of the drilling

16 unit; provided, however, the yinini5Siyni f un3C1 vato1 secretan shall fix the

17 well location for each drilling unit so that the producer thereof shall be allowed to

18 produce no more than his just and equitable share of the oil and gas in the pool, as

19 this share is set forth in this Section.

20 D. Subject to the reasonable necessities for the prevention of waste, and to

21 reasonable adjustment because of structural position, a producer’s just and equitable

22 share of the oil, gas, or brine in the pool, also referred to as a tract’s just and cquitable

23 share, is that part of the authorized production of the pool, whether it be the total

24 which could be produced without any restriction on the amount of production or

25 whether it be an amount less than that which the pool could produce if no restriction

26 on amount were imposed, which is substantially in the proportion that the quanti

27 of recoverable oil, gas, or brine in the developcd area of his tract or tracts in the pool

28 bears to the recoverable oil, gas, or brine in the total developed area of the pool,

29 insofar as these amounts can be practically ascertained. To that end, the rules,

____________________

30 regulations, and orders of the t-ypwniiyuc1 secretary shall be such as will prevent
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1 or minimize reasonably avoidable net drainage from each developed area, that is,
2 drainage not equalized by counter drainage, and will give to each producer the
3 opportunity to use his just and equitable share of the production. In determining each

4 producers just and equitable share of the production authorized for the pool, the

5 uum1iziyLLcj secretan is authorized to give due consideration to the productivity

6 of the well or wells located thereon, as determined by flow tests, bottom hole

7 pressure tests, or any other practical method of testing wells and producing

8 structures, and to consider other factors and geological and engineering tests and data

9 as may be determined by the .AJL1LLLtLSSLUiua secretary to be pertinent or relevant to

10 ascertaining each producers just and equitable share of the production of the field

11 orpool.

12 * * *

13 § 10. Agreements for drilling units; pooling interests; terms and conditions; expenses
(I)

14 A. When two or more separately owned tracts of land are embraced within

15 a drilling unit which has been established by the Cuimiii.,$iuiiC. secretary as provided

16 in R.S. 30:9(8), the owners may validly agree by separate contract to pool, drill, and

17 produce their interests and to develop their lands as a drilling unit.

18 (lfWhere the owners have not agreed by separate contract to pooi, lI, and

19 produce their interests, the 11u’1 ilL_L secretan shall require them to do so and

20 to develop their lands as a drilling unit, if he finds it to be necessary to prevent waste

21 or to avoid drilling unnecessary wells.
(--(b)

22 (b)—9(c) * * *

23 (Q39)Nln the event a drilling unit is formed by a pooling order by the

24 coiiiirnr.,ioiir sceretan and absent any agreement or contract between owners as

25 provided in this Scc’iion, then the cost of development and operation of the pooled

26 unit chargeable to the owners therein shall be determined and recovered as provided

27 therein.

28 ((a)(i) Any owner drilling, intending to drill, or who has drilled a unit well, a

29 substitute unit well, an alternate unit well, or a cross-unit well on any drilling unit

30 heretofore or hereafter created by the COnmiisloiics secretar3may, by registered
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mail, return receipt requested, or other form of guaranteed delivery and notification

method, not including electronic communication or mail, noti’ all other owners in

the unit of the drilling or the intent to drill and give each owner an opportunity to

elect to participate in the risk and expense of such well. Such notice shall be called

a “risk charge notice’ and shall contain:

* * *

(h)(i) * * *

(ii)(aa) * * *

(ii) No change or division of the ownership of a nonparticipating owner who

is receiving a portion of the proceeds from thc sale or other disposition ofproduction

from the drilling owner shall be binding upon the drilling owner for the purpose of

paying to the nonparticipating owner for the benefit of its lessor royalty owner or

overriding royalty owner, under Subitems (aa) and (bb) of this Item, until such new

nonparticipating owner acquiring any interest has furnished the drilling owner, at the

drilling owner’s address as reflected in the records maintained by the offl,... of

couscflptipii department, with a certified copy of the instrument or instruments,

constituting the chain of title from the original nonparticipating owner.

* * *

(vi) The notice to be provided by the drilling owner to the other owners in the

unit pursuant to Item (iv) of this Subparagraph shall contain:

* * *

(bb) A copy of the order of the ununi,iuuer secretary creating the drilling

unit to which the subsequent unit operation relates.

‘I. * *

(c) Should a drilling unit be created by order of the OuuiiiOinS secretan

around a well already drilled or drilling and including one or more tracts as to which

the owner or owners thereof had not participated in the risk and expense of drilling

such well, then the provisions of this Subsection for notice, election, and

participation shall be applicable as if a well were being proposed by the owner who

drilled or was drilling such well; however, the cost of drilling, testing, completing,
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I equipping, and operating the well allocable to each tract included in the unit shall be

2 reduced in the same proportion as the recoverable reserves in the unitized pool have

3 been recovered by prior production, if any, in which (sid)ract or tracts did not

4 participate prior to determining the share of cost allocable to such tract or tracts.

5 (d)(i) Should a drilling unit be revised by order of the cUflHlI,a,ll.

6 crctn so as to include an additional tract or tracts, then the provisions of this

7 Subsection for notice, election, and participation shall be applicable to such added

8 tract or tracts and the owner thereof as if a well were being proposed by the owner

9 who had drilled the well; however, the cost of drilling, testing, completing,

10 equipping, and operating the unit well shall be reduced in the same proportion as the

11 recoverable reserves in the unitized pool have been recovered by prior production,
F-

12 if any, in which/said tract or tracts did not participate prior to determining the share

13 of cost allocable to the subsequently included tract or tracts.

14 (ii) Should a drilling unit be revised by order of the c iuiuS iju, secretan’

15 as to exclude a tract or tracts, the cost ofdrilling, testing, completing, equipping, and

16 operating the unit well shall be rcduced in the same proportion as the recoverable

17 reserves in the unitized pool have been recovered by prior production to determine

18 the share of cost allocable to the subsequently excluded tract or tracts.

19 * *

20 (fl ffi the event of a dispute relative to the calculation of unit well costs or [
I

21 depreciated unit well costs, the Cuuniuni secretan shall determine the proper

22 costs after notice to all interested oers and a public hearing thereon.

23

()
* * *

24 If there is included in any unit created by the coumdzioner of

________

25 COiiSCi Vatiufl secreta one or more unleased interests for which the party or parties

26 entitled to market production therefrom have not made angements to separately

27 sell or otherwise dispose of the share of such production attributable to such tract,

28 and the unit operator sells or otherwise disposes of such unit production, then the

e29 unit operator shall pay to such party or parties such tracts pro rata share of th

30 proceeds of the sale or other disposition of production within one hundred eighty

_____________________
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1 days of such sale or other disposition.

2 B. Should the owners of separate tracts embraced within a drilling unit fail
3 to agree upon the pooling of the tracts and the drilling of a well on the unit, and

4 should it be established by final and unappealable judgment of court that the

5 H
cul11IlJ;;p[, secretary is without authority to require pooling as provided for in

/
6 Subsection A of this Section, then, subject to all other applicable provisions of this

7 Char, the owner ofeach aet embraced within the difiling unit may drill thereon.

8 The allowable production therefrom shall be such proportion of the allowable for the

9 full unit as the area of the separately owned tract bears to the full drilling unit.
t

—10 C. For purposes of this Section, the following definitions shall apply:I

I F
11 * * *

12 (7) “Unitized interval” means the subsurface interval defined in the oflic. f

13 Cuitc,i vctori department order creating the unit or units that the existing weilbore

14 is serving as a unit well, alternate unit well, substitute unit well, or cross-unit well.

15 § 10.1. Authority of governor with advice of the Olxllll1,iOIILl of Cuni vatiun

16 secrctan to enter unitization agreements affecting the production

17 from state and federal waterbottoms

18 * * *

01

119 8. Unit grccment. (1) In accordance with the terms of such Offshore r1

20 Production Agreement or any act of the United States Congress providing with /
/221 respect thereto, the governor or his designee is authorized to cnter into agreements

22 for the unit operations of all or any portion or portions of any common potentially \
Ic

23 hydrocarbon bearing area underlying the federal and state boundary offshore if 2
lU

24 reasonably necessary to prevent wte, protect conelative rights, or avoid the drilling

25 of unnecessary wells.

26 * * *

27 (3) Upon a determation by the governor that a common potentially

28 hydrocarbon bearing area may underlie the federal and state boundary offshore, all

29 or any portion or portions of which the governor has reason to believe may be

30 appropriate for unit operations, the governor shall direct the t.uiiniuSSOiiCi of
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Cyxii vatiott secretary to call a hearing for the purpose of receiving evidence from
2 affected state or federal lessees or from any other interested person& The

3 wuurnisiyner secretary shall, after a review of all testimony and evidence, transmit

4 to the governor an advisory opinion containing such information and

5 recommendations as may be requested by the governor. the advisory opinion shall

6 be deemed confidential and shall be exempt from the provisions of R.S. 44:1 et seq.,

7 in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 44:4(8) and 4.1(8).

8 (4) After a final unit agreement by the state of Louisiana and the United

9 States or by final decision of an arbitrator or court of competent jurisdiction, or

10 otherwise, the tajlJuhli$siOuul secretan’ shall, if directed by the governor, issue an

11 order ratifying the terms of the agreement or final decision. In the event that a

12 reservoir-wide unit is created, the uumiiaSiOuci secretan’ is exempt from the

13 requirements of R.S. 30:5(B) and (C) in issuing such order. Neither the agreement

14 nor any order issued pursuant to it shall be subject to the provisions of R.S. 30:12.

15 (5) The .xjuiznis,jguj secretary shall have full authority to enforce the unit

16 agreement and order in the same manner as any othcr order issued under the

17 provisions of this Chapter, and to issue such additional rules, regulations, or orders

18 as may be necessary to accomplish the purposcs of this Section.

19 § 11.1. Filing and recording of orders creating drilling or production units

20 Within thirty days after the issuance thereof, the COsLui1L,iyIlL Of

21 CynSci “ativu secretary of the state of Louisiana shall cause to be filed and recorded

22 in the conveyance records of the parish or parishes in which the immovable property

23 affected thereby is situated certified copies of all orders and amendments thereof

24 creating drilling or production units.

25 §12. Court review and injunction; venue; procedure; burden of proof

26 A.(1) A person who is aggrieved by any law of this state th respect to

27 conservation of oil or gas, or both, or by a provision of this Chapter, or by a rule,

28 regulation, or ordcr made by the aaitaut secretary of th offlc uf conciatiuu

29 hereunder, or by an act done or threatened hereunder, and who has exhausted his

30 administrative remedy, may obtain court review by a suit for injunction orjudicial
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I review against the ssLtt secretary as defendant.

2 (2) Suit for review shall be instituted in the district court of the parish in
3 which the principal office of thesi secretary is located and must be brought
4 within sixty days of the administrative action that is the subject of the suit. In cases

5 ofjudicial review of adjudication proceedings, the sixty days shall begin to run after

6 mailing of notice of the final decision or order, or if a rehearing is requested within

7 sixty days after the decision thereon.

8 8.0) Judicial review of adjudication proceedings before the azStaapt

9 secretary may be obtained whether or not the plaintiffhas applied for a rehearing. A

10 preliminary, procedural, or intermediate action or ruling by the a3tant secretary is

11 immediately reviewable if review of the final decision of the a sitt sremry

12 would not provide an adequate remedy and would inflict irreparable injury.

13 (2) Within thirty days after service of the petition or within firther time

14 allowcd by the court, the a&ituit secretary shall transmit to the reviewing court the

15 original or a certified copy of the entire record of the proceeding under review. By

16 stipulation of all parties to the review proceedings, the record may be shortened. A

17 party unreasonably refusing to stipulate to limit the record may be taxed by the court

18 for the additional costs. The court may require or permit subsequent corrections or

19 additions to the record.

20 (3) 1 before the date set for hearing, application is made to the court for

21 leave to present additional evidence, and it is shown to the satisfaction of the court

22 that the additional evidence is material and that there were good reasons for failure

23 to present it in the proceeding before the sist&it secretary, the court may order that

24 the additional evidence be talcen before the a&itcnit secretary upon conditions

25 determined by the court. The asitaut secretary may modify his findings and

26 decision by reason of the additional evidence and shall file that evidence and any

27 modifications, new findings, or decisions with the reviewing court.

28 (4) The review shall be conducted by the court without a jury and shall be

29 confined to the record. In cases of alleged irregularities in procedure before the

30 a,ai3taist secretary not shown in the record, proof thereon may be taken in the court.
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I The court, upon request, shall hear oral argument and receive written briefs.

2 (5) The court may affirm the decision of the assL-tzu,t secretary or remand the
3 case for further proceedings. The court may reverse or modil’ the decision if

4 substantial rights of the appellant have been prejudiced because the administrative

5 findings, inferences, conclusions, or decisions are:

7 ( Manifestly enoneo:s in vi:w of te reliable, probative, ant;ubstantial

8 evidence on the whole record. In the application of the rule, where the a,itit

9 secretary has the opportunity to judge the credibility of witnesses by first-hand

10 observation of demeanor on the witness stand and the reviewing court does not, due

11 regard shall be given to the Siit secretary’s determination on credibility issues.

12 C.(l) Any suit for an injunction brought under this Se6on shall be tried

13 summarily, and the attorney representing the aSLtmit secretary may have the ease

14 set for trial after ten days notice to the plaintiff or his attorney of record.

15 (2) The burden ofproof shall be upon the plaintiff, and all pertinent evidence

16 with respect to the validity or reasonableness of the order of the istait secretary

17 complained of shall be admissible. The law, the provision ofthis Chapter, or the rule,

18 regulation, or order complained of shall be taken as prima facie valid. This

19 presumption shall not be overcome in connection with any application for injunctive

20 relief; including a temporary restraining order, by verified petition or affidavit of or

21 inbehalfoftheapplicant.

22 * * *

23 §13. Temporary restraining order or injunction; notice and hearing; bond

24 A. No temporary restraining order or injunction shall be granted against the

25 COiiuiuiuiici uf vatiuu secretary, the attorney general, or any agent,

26 employee, or representative of the tunuuiuuei secretan restraining the

27 COiiutiiSSiOiica secretary, or any of his agents, employees, or representatives, or the

28 attorney general, from enforcing a statute of this state relating to conservation of oil

29 and gas, or any of the provisions of this Ch4ter, or any rule, regulation, or order

30 made hereunder, except after due notice to the w’irnu iuuth secretan’, and to all
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I other defendants, and after a hearing. It shall be clearly shown to the court that the
2 act done or threatened is without sanclion of law, or that the provisions of this

‘V3 Chapter, or the rule, regulation, or order complained ol is invalid, and that, if
4 enforced against the complaining party, will cause an irreparable injury. The nature

V5 and extent of the probable invalidity of the law, or provision of this Chapter, or of

6 any rule, regulation, or order thereunder involved in the suit, shall be recited in the

7 order or decree granting the temporary relief, as well as a clear statement of the

8 probable damage relied upon by the court as justifying temporary injunctive relief.

9 13. No temporary injunction against the Cuiiniiin,iOiiei secretay, or the

10 department of COitpci yptiun, or its agents, employees, or representatives, or the

11 attorney general, shall become effective until the plaintiff shall execute a bond in an

12 amount and upon such conditions as the court directs.

13 §14. Suit by cuninii.siuuct secretan’ for violation of law; venue; relief obtainable

14 A. Whenever it appears that a person is violating or is threatening to violate

15 a law of this state with respect to the conservation of oil or gas, or both, or a
I:16 provision of this Chapter, or a rule, regulation, or order made thereundcr, thc

17 witihiitci secretary shall bring suit to restrain that person from continuing the

18 violation or from carrying out the threat.

19 II. Venue shall in the disuict co in the parish of the sidence ofany one

20 of the defendants or in the parish where the violation is alleged to have occurred or

21 is threatened,

22 C. In this suit, the COiiuniSiOflci secretan’ may obtain injunctions,

23 prohibitory and mandatory, including temporary restraining orders and preliminary

24 injunctions, as the facts warrant, including, when appropriate, injunctions restraining

25 a person from moving or disposing of illegal oil, illegal gas, or an illegal product.

26 Any or all of these illegal commodities may, in the courts discretion, be ordered

27 impounded or placed under the control of an agent appointed by the court.

28 §15. Appeal

29 In proceedings brought under authority of, or for the purpose of contesting
‘I

30 the validity of; a provision of this Chapter, or of an oil or gas conservation law of this
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state, or of a rule, regulation, or order issued thereunder, appeais may be taken in

2 accordance with the general laws relating to appeals. In appeals from judgments or

3 decrees m suits to contest the validity of a provision of this Chapter, or a nile or

4 regulation of the COj.i.1i secretary hereunder, the appeals when docketed in

5 the proper appellate court shall be placed on the preference docket of the court and

6 may be advanced as the court directs.

7 * * *

8 §18. Penalties for violation of Cliaytt; venue
J

9 AU) Whoever violates a provision ofthis ClltLl Titje, or arnie, regulation,

10 or order of the Cunuitiptjiji department made hereunder, shall be subject to a civil

11 penalty ofnot more than five thousand dollars a day for each day ofviolation and for

12 each act of violation.

13 (2) Whoever knowingly and willfully violates a provision of this Chatc
V.-

14 Subtitle, or a rule, regulation, or order of the uiiuitik,iiet department made
I

15 hci cw,dci pursuant to this Subtitle, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and,

16 upon conviction by a court of competent jurisdiction, shall be fined not more than

17 five thousand dollars for each day of violation and for each act of violation, if a

18 penally for the violation is not otherwise provided in this Cliaptia Subtitle.

19 (3) Notwithstanding any provisions of this SectIon to the cona, whoever

20 violates the provisions of R.S. 30:4(C)(ló) or the rnles,segulations orrders of the

21 C-uiiniii$SiO,uf department made thereunder, and who is disposing or has disposed

22 of hazardous wastes identified and designated as such by the department under the

23 provisions of R.S. 30:2173 may be liable for a civil penalty ofnot more than twenty-

24 five thousand dollars for each day of violation and for each act of violation.

25 (4) Whoever willfully and knowingly violates the provisions of R.S. [.
26 30:4(C)(l5 or the rulcs,&egulations and orders of the i..uuuniSSiOnti department

27 made thereunder in the disposal of hazardous wastes identified and designated as

28 such by the department under the provisions of R,S. 30:2173 shall be fined not more

29 than twenty-five thousand dollars per day of violation and costs of prosecution or

30 imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, and in such instances the prosccution
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may be instituted by the district attorney having criminal jurisdiction.

(5) Any purchaser of oil and gas from any owner who violates a provision of

this Cliaptei Subitle, or a rule, regulation, or order of the Lp11

department, may be ordered by the oiiii sou..i jjej to hold in escrow

any monies allocated to such owners. Monies allocated to royalty owners and
I—overriding royalty owners shall not be affected by this Paragraph.

(6)(a)(i) Notwithstanding any provision of this Secilon to the contrary, any
Jperson found to be in violation of any provision of this Cliaptci Subtitle related to

the drilling or use of underground caverns for hydrocarbon storage or solution

mining, or any requirement, rule, regulation, or order related thereto, may be liable

for a civil penalty, to be assessed by the COnmiuuei department or the court, of

not more than the cost to the state of any response action made necessary by such

violation that is not voluntarily paid by the violator, and a penalty of not more than

thirty-two thousand five hundred dollars for each day of violation. However, such

person may be liable for an additional penalty of not more than one million dollars

when any such violation is done intentionally, willfully, or knowingly and either

results in a discharge or disposal that causes irreparable or severe damage to the

environnent or involves the discharge of a substance which endangers human life

or health.

(ii) If the penalty assessed by the euiiuuissionci department is upheld in full

or in part, the ullLlll,iOfli.1 department shall be entitled to legal interest as
V

provided in R.S. 9:3500 from the date of imposition of the penalty until paid.

* * *

(h) Any person to whom a compliance order or a cease and desist order is
J

issued pursuant to this Cliaptcs Subtitle who fails to talce corrective action within the

time specified in(id,order shall be liable for a civil penalty to be assessed by the

taiiiiiiSS;t,iiei department or the court of not more than fifty thousand dollars for

each day of continued violation or noncompliance.

(c)(i) In determining whether or not a civil penalty is to be assessed and in

determining the amount of the penalty or the amount agreed upon in compromise,
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1 the followifig factors shall be considered:

2 + *

3 (fO Whether the noncompliance or violation and the surrounding
4 circumstances were immediately reported to the coiim. io1 department and

5 whether the violation or noncompliance was concealed or if there was an attempt to

6 conceal by the person charged.

7 * * *

8 (ii) The CO.unij$pjjj department may supplement such criteria by rule. In

9 the event that the order with which the person failed to comply was an emergency

10 cease and desist order, no penalty shall be assessed if it appears upon later hearing

11 that(aid’order was issued without reasonable cause.

12 (iii) The artment by rule may establish classifications or

13 levels of vioiations and the appropriate enforcement response.

14 (d) After submission for a penalty determination at a hearing, the

15 COiiuiiiSsOsici 4çprtment shall provide an opportunity for relevant and material

16 public comment relative to any penalty that may be imposed.

17 (e) If the penalty assessed by the cviiuiiisionci department is upheld in full

18 or in part, the COtj.iiiil,SiQnpi department shall be entilled to legal interest as

19 provided in R.S. 9:3500 from the date of imposition of the penalty until paid. If any

20 penalty assessed by the COirnifiSSiOnci department under the provisions of this

21 Paragraph is vacated or reduced as the result of an appeal ofthe assessment, the court

22 shall award to the respondent legal interest as provided in R.S. 9:3500 on the amount

23 required to be refunded by the coiuunSSOuui fprPent.

24 B. Whoever knowingly and willfully aids or abets a person in the violation

25 of a law of this state relating to the conservation of oil or gas, or the violation of a
V

26 provision of this ChaptLl Subtitle, or any rule, regulation, or order made thereunder,

/
27 shall he subjcct to the same penalties provided in this Section for the

28 principal violator.

29 20. Illegal gas, etc., contraband; seizure and sale; procedure; disposition of

30 proceeds
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A. In addition to other remedies and penalties, all illegal oil, illegal gas, or
2 illegal productshall, except under the circumstances stated”hcrein)be contraband
3 and shall be seized and sold, and the proceeds applied as herein) provided. The sale

4 shall not take place unless the court shall find, in the proceeding provided for in this/
5 Subsection, that the commodity is contraband. Whenever the COtiniii,iyiiur

6 retarv believes that illegal oil, illegal gas, or illegal product is subject to seizure

7 and sale, hc shall, through the attorncy gencral, bring a civil action in rem in the

8 district court of the parish where We commodity is found. Or the action may be

9 maintained in connection with any suit or reconvcntional dcmand for injunction or

10 for penalty rclating to any prohibited transaction involving the illegal oil, illegal gas,

11 or illegal product. Any person in interest who shows himself to be adversely affected

12 by the seizure and sale shall have the right to intervene in the suit to protect his

13 rights.

14 * * *

15 D. The court may direct the sheriff to deliver the custody of any contraband

16 seized by him to a sequestrator who shall act as the agent of the court and shall give

17 bond with surety as the court directs conditioned that he will faithfhlly conserve the

18 contraband which comes into his custody and possession in accordance with the

19 orders of the court. The court may appoint an agent of the wiumi$aionCi secretary

20 as sequestrator.

21 * * *

22 §21. Fees and charges of thc of COua ati secretan; revisions;

23 exceptions; collections; Oil and Gas Regulatory Dedicated Fund

24 Account; creation; amounts; requirements

25 A. The tAJL1uhLiSiULLJ Ccoi11 ation ofth. ufflc. of cyuset yptioii secrcta

26 shall periodically review the fees collected by his offlu the department, and, in

27 addition to other statutory authorization, may revise such fees pursuant to the

28 rulemaking provisions of the Administrative Proccdurc Act.

29 B .( 1 )(a) There shall be an annual fee payable to the of cviiei vativil

30 department, in a form and schedule prescribed by the officc of ccnisei ton
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1 4rppçnt, by oil and gas operators on capable oil wells and capable gas wells
2 based on a tiered system to establish parity on a dollar amount between the wells.
3 The tiered system shall be established annually by rule on capable oil and capable
4 gas productioa including nonexempt wells reporting zero production during the [
5 annual basc period, such that the amount generated does not exceed three million six
6 hundred seventy-five thousand dollars for each fiscal year beginning with Fiscal

7 Year 2015-2016. Incapable oil, stripper oil, incapable gas well gas, and incapable oil
/8 well gas shall be exempt from the fee. For the purposes of this Subsection, “capable

9 oil” means crude oil and condensate not classified as incapable oil or stripper oil by

10 the Department of Revenue. “Capable gas” means natural and casing head gas not

11 classified as incapable gas well gas or incapable oil well gas by the Department of

12 Revenue.

13 (b) There shall be an annual fee payable to the uffl uf üLL5C. watiuit -

1 4 department, in a form and schedifie prescribed by the office of wiii va&u

15 dcprtneut, on Class I wells in an amount not to exceed one million dollars for

16 Fiscal Year 2015-2016 and thereafter.

17 (c) There shall be an annual regulato fee payable to the offic gf
£

18 wLIa4.L tpj,jfl department, in a form and schedule prescribed by the

19 tyiii vatuii department, on Class II wells, Class Ill wells, storage wells. Type A

20 facilities, and Type B facilities in an amount not to exceed two million one hundred

21 eighty-seven thousand five hundred dollars for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 and thereafter.

22 No fee shall be imposed on a Class II well of an operator who is also an operator of

23 a stripper crude oil well or incapable gas well certified pursuant to R.S. 47:633 by

24 the severance tax division of the Department of Revenue and located in the same

25 field as such Class II well.

26 (ci) There shall be an application fee payable to the ufficc of VatIus,

27 4cpartment, in a form and schedule prescribed by the 0ffl of conc vatiuu

28 department, by industries under the jurisdiction of the vfflcc uf tuiiai vation

29 department. hi addition to any other fee that is on the schedule on July 1, 2015, the

30 coiiuiriioiicr secretar. may collect the following fees:

F
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1 * * *

2 (e) For the purposes of this Paragraph, exploration andproduction waste shall
3 not include produced brine, produced water, or salvageable hydrocarbons bound for

4 permitted salvage oil operators. There shall be a monthly fee payable to the office

5 of tv”at yptiyii department of two cents per barrel of exploration and production

6 waste delivered, as reported on a form prescribed by the department to collect

7 commercial facilities monthly report of waste receipts, from the original generator

8 of the waste to the following facilities:

9 (i) fflyç f cousci , utigu Departmcptpermjned offsite commercial

10 facilities.

11 (ii) Transfer stations permitted by the offlc uf ‘ation department for

12 waste transfer to out-of-state treatment or disposal facilities.

13 (iii) Any othcr legally permitted Louisiana off-site waste storage, treatment,

14 or disposal facilities also approved by the offi. uf ..VLISCI y&t;Oii department for the

15 receipt of exploration and production waste.

16 (2)(a) There is hereby established a special statutorily dedicated hind account

17 in the state treasury to be known as the Oil and Gas Regulatory Dedicated Fund

18 Account, hereafter referred to as the ‘account’. After deposit in the Bond Security

19 and Redemption Fund and after a sufficient amount is allocated from that fund to pay

20 all the obligations secured by the fill faith and credit of the state that become due

21 and payable within each fiscal year, the treasurer shall pay into the account an

22 amount equal to the monies generated from collection of the fees provided for in this
/7

23 Title. R.S. 40:1749.11 et seq., or Title 47 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,

24 the rules and regulations promulgated thereunder, any fines and civil penalties or any

25 other provision of law relative to fees, fines, or civil penalties attributable to the

26 ufgj,c,t vatiuti department, and fifty percent of any annual assessment paid

27 by an operator who chooses not to plug a well classified as inactive with the

28 remainder being deposited into the Oilfield Site Restoration Fund.

29 (b) Monies deposited into the account shall be categorized as fees and

30 self-generated revenue for the sole purpose of reporting related to the executive
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budget, supporting documents, and general appropriation bills. The monies credited

to the account shall be appropriated by the legislature and dedicated solely to the use

of the uffl. uf .uni vatioji department for the regulation of the oil and gas

industry and other industries under the jurisdiction of the officb.. of oiisca v&tuii

department and shall be used solely for the purposes of that program. Any monies

remaining in the account at the end of any fiscal year shall remain with the account

and shall not revert to the state general fund. All interest or earnings of the account

shall be credited to the account. All fees and self-generated revenue remaining on

deposit for the offl vatiuii department at the end of any fiscal year shall

bc deposited into the account. The amount appropriated from the account to the

0ffl,... t.,f cose vatiOn j rtmcnt shall be subject to appropriation by the

legislature.

2l.1. Natural Resources Financial Security Fund

AA1) There is hereby created, in the state treasury, a special fund to be

known as the Natural Resources Financial Security Fund, hereinafter referred

to as the “fund”. The fund shall be used exclusively to support the Department

of Conservation and Energy in administering, managing, and responding to

financial security obligations related to oil and gas, iniection and minhiig.

surface mining, solar, wind, or any other natural resource or energy-related

regulatory program for which financial security or financial assurance are

required by law or regulation.

(2) Out of the funds remainins in the Bond Security and Redemption

Fund, after a sufficient amount is allocated from that fund to pay all the,

obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state that become dueañ:d

payable within each fiscal year, the treasurer shall pay into Natural ResOuréci..

Financial Security Fund an amount equal to the revenues generated front

/
collection of the payments provided for in Subsection C of the Section.

(3) The funds received shall be placed in the Natural Resources Financial

Security Fund in the custody of the state treasurer to be used only in accordance
-
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1 with this Part and shall not be placed in the general fund. The funds provided

2 to the trust authority pursuant to this Secn shall at all times be and remain
3 the property of the trust authority. The monies in this fund shalt be used solely
4 as provided in this SectI and only in the amount appropriated 1w the

5 legislature. All unexpended and unencumbered monies remaining in this laid.

6 at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. Except for the4ledS Ofibe
V

7 revenues provided in ItS. 30:83.1, it is the intent of the legislature that this fund.

8 and its increments shall remain intact and inviolate. Monies in the fundshalibe

9 invested b the state treasurer in the same manner as monies lathe state

10 general fund. At the request of the Natural Resources Trust Authot*tthe.State

1 1 treasurer may invest monies in the fund. or any portion thereof inaccàrthhce

12
. with the provisions of ItS. 33:2955, including the use of the Louisiana Asset

13
. .:.Maisgement PooL, and any interest earned on such investments:.,shall. be

14 creditedtothefund

15 B. The fund shall be administered by the Nat&A] Resources Trust

16 Authority in consultation with the Mineral and Enertt Board

17 C. The fund shall consist of:

18 (1) Annual payments, premiums, or fees collected from operators

19 participatrng in financial securitY programs adnimistered 1w the Natural

20 Resources Trust Authority.

21 (21 Appropriations, donations, grant& or other nubile orprivatesources

22 received for thepurposes of the fund. .
.

23 (3) Investment earnings on monies in the fund.

24 (4) Any other funds lawfully designated for deposit into the fund.

25 D Monies in the fund shall be used solely for the followinnnláoses

26 (1) To restore regulated sites for which financial security pavmentshave.

27 been collected under programs administered by the department.

28 (2) To provide a financial backstop for unfunded or underfunded.

29 regulaton’ obligations related to covered operators.

30 (3) To cover custodial services, investment, and disbursement costs..
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2 program costs associated with managing financial security instrument,
3 including but not limited to risk assessment compliance_pjiorjpg,
4 rulemaking, legal services, actuarial evaluations, and reporijpg

5 141 Upon certification by the Natural Resources Trust Authority that
6 pluizizing or remediation has occurred for a site covered for which the
7 department has collected financial security, the state treasurer is authorized

8 and directed to transfer from the Natural Resources Financial Security Fund

9 totheOjlfiekj Site Restoration Fund the amount necessary to reimburse related

10 expenditures.

11 (5fUpon request by the Natural Resources Trust Authority and withihe

12 approval of the Mineral and Energy Board, the state treasurer is hereby

13 authorized and directed to transfer from the Natural Resourcesjinsnciál

14 Security Funcito the Mineral and Energy Operations Fund such.amonntsas are

15 approved b the board and deemed necessary toimniement any nnose for

16 which moniesin the Mineral and Operations Fundmwbe’use&subfecttothe

17 availability of funds and in accordance with applicable law.

18 E. B’, 1Julv 1, 2026. excluding the nroeeeds from the oilfield site

19 restoration fees collected pursuant to itS. 30:87 and anyinterest thereon, aD

20 cash deposits held or managed under the Oilfield Site Restoration Fund
/

21 pursuant to itS. 30:86 or any related provision9shall be transferied.to and

22 administercd under the Natural Resources Financial Security Fund. The

23 Natural Resources Trust Authority, in consultation with the state treasurer.,

24 shall implement the transfer, including the transfer of associated records, in a.

25 manner that preserves financial integrity and ensures continuity ofobligations.

26 * * *

27 §22. Underground storage of natural gas, liquid hydrocarbons, and carbon dioxide

28 * * *

29 B. Prior to the use of any underground reservoir for the storage of natural gas

30 and prior to the exercise of eminent domain by any person, firm, or corporation

Page 58 of 227
Coding: Words which are .-tru,.k thruuJi are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.



SB NO. 244

having such right under laws of the state of Louisiana, and as a condition precedent
2 to such use or to the exercise of such rights of eminent domain, the CO1LuLLjSjpJIUL

3 secretary, after public hearing pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 36, shall have
4 found all of the following:

5 * * *

6 C. Prior to the use of any underground reservoir for the storage of liquid
7 hydrocarbons or carbon dioxide, the conni1issppjj secretary, after public hearing
8 pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 30:6. shall have found all of the following:

9 * * *

10 D. The Cyjijtjjjp.,yiiCj secretary shall determine with respect to any such

11 underground reservoir proposed to be used as a storage reservoir, whether or not

12 such reservoir is fully depleted of the original commercially recoverable natural gas,

13 condensate, or liquid hydrocarbon content therein. If the u1Lm1issipnc1 secretary

14 finds that such reservoir has not been fully depleted, the ..uuuuiSiyiit secretary

15 shall determine the amount of the remaining commercially recoverable natural gas,

16 condensate, or liquid hydrocarbon content of such reservoir.

17 E. The uitiiOtii secretan may issue any necessary order providing that F
18 all natural gas, liquid hydrocarbons, or carbon dioxide which has previously been

19 reduced to possession and which is subsequently injected into an underground

20 storage rescrvoir shall at all times be deemed the property of the injector, his

21 cessors and assigns; and in no event shall such gas, liquid hydrocarbons, or

22 carbon dioxide be subject to the right of the owner of the surface of the lands or of

23 any mineral interest therein under which such underground storage reservoir shall

24 lie or be adjacent to or of any person other than the injector, his successors, and

25 assigns to produce, take, reduce to possession, waste, or otherwise interfere with or

26 exercise any control thereover, provided that the injector, his successors, and assigns

27 shall have no right to gas or liquid hydrocarbons in any stratum or portion thereof not

28 determined by the wiiuiiissi’.niei secretan to constitute an approved underground
F

29 storage reservoir. The Cunu,tiSS,Oisci secretary shall issue such orders, rules, and

30 regulations as may be necessary for the purpose ofprotecting any such underground
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storage reservoir, strata, or formations against pollution or against the escape of

2 natural gas, liquid hydrocarbons, or carbon dioxide therefrom, including such
3 necessary rules and regulations as may pertain to the drilling into or through such
4 underground storage reservoir.

5 §23. Underground storage of liquid or gaseous hydrocarbons or both, carbon
6 dioxide, hydrogen, nitrogen, ammonia, compressed air, or noble
7 gases not otherwise prohibited by law

8 * * *

9 B. Except as to liquid or gas hydrocarbon, carbon dioxide, hydrogen,

10 nitrogen, ammonia, compressed air, or noble gas storagc projects begun before the

11 effective date of this Section, and prior to authoiting the use ofany salt dome cavity

12 for the storage of liquid or gaseous hydrocarbons or carbon dioxide, the stant

13 secretary, after public hearing pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 30:6, shall have

14 found all of the following:

15 * * * $
16 C. After having made the findings required in Subsection B of this Section,

17 the CuuurnsS,Ouci secretary shall transmit a copy of the application, together with

18 his findings, to the natural resources committees of the Senate and House of

19 Representatives. These committees, meeting jointly, shall consider the facts

20 surrounding the application and the findings ofthe ui,u.iiauui secretary and may

21 hold public hearings thereon. Based upon its deliberations, the committees, acting

22 jointly, may submit a report and recommendations to the COuurniSivn1 secretary

23 within fifteen days after receipt of the application. After consideration of any

24 recommendations so made, the uti.tttissionci secretary may issue all necessary

25 orders providing that liquid or gaseous hydrocarbons, carbon dioxide, hydrogen,

26 nitrogen, ammonia, compressed air, or noble gases not otherwise prohibited by law,

27 previously reduced to possession arid which are subsequently injected and stored in

28 a salt dome cavity, shall at all times be deemed the property of the injector, his

29 successors, or assigns, subject to the provisions of any contract between the owner

30 or owners of the solid mineral or land overlying the area affected as determined by
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1 the uunu;s:on, of waa..a vaUuu secretary; and providing frirther that in no event
2 shall the owner ofthe sace ofthe lands or watcr boffoms or of any mineral interest
3 under or adjacent to which such salt dome cavity may lie, or any other person, be
4 entitled to any right or claim in or to such liquid or gaseous hydrocarbons, carbon
5 dioxide, hydrogen, nitrogen, ammonia, compressed air, or noble gases not othese
6 prohibited by law stored therein, including the right to produce. take, reduce to
7 possession, waste, or otherwise inteffere with or exercise any control thereover. The

S CyuhiuSpiOj secretan shall issue necessa orders, rules, and regulations for the

9 protection from pollution of any salt dome cavity used for storage of liquid or

10 gaseous hydrocarbons, carbon dioxide, hydrogen, nitrogen, ammonia, compressed

11 air, or noble gases not otherwise prohibited by law, or any adjacent strata or

12 formation; and such rules and regulations as may be necessary pertaining to surface

13 storage facilities for the protection of the environment, drilling into any salt dome

14 for the creation of cavities, and equipping of same for the injection, storage, and j
15 withdrawal of liquid or gaseous hydrocarbons, carbon dioxide, hydrogen, nitrogen,

16 ammonia, compressed air, or noble gases not otherwise prohibited by law. Subject

17 to the exception provided in Subsection B of this Section, the Guuufli&,iOuti

18 secretary shall not allow the use of any salt dome in the state of Louisiana for the

19 purposes mentioned frrei until such time as he has prepared and promulgated the

20 regulations required therein; according to the Administrative Procedure Act, KS.

21 49:950 et seq. In addition, the cyinniisionr secretan’ shall issue necessary orders,

22 rules, and regulations for the protection of the rights of owners of parts of the salt

23 dome which are adjacent to any part thereof sought to be used for the storage of

24 liquid or gaseous hydrocarbons, carbon dioxide, hydrogen, nitrogen, ammonia,

25 compressed air, or noble gases not otherwise prohibited by law.

26 D.(l) In herance of the development of comprehensive energy policy for

27 the state, the secretary of the Department of Conservation and Energy and Naturnl

28 Rcou1cs shall determine the feasibility of initiating projects, by the ste or by

29 contract on behalf of the state, for the storage of emergency supplies of state-owned

30 oil and gas, carbon dioxide, hydrogen, nitrogen, ammonia, compressed air, or noble
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1 gas not otherwise prohibited by law. The determination shall include consideration
2 ofthe techniques, costs, quantities ofoil and gas, carbon dioxide, hydrogen, nitrogen,
3 ammonia, compressed air, or noble gas not otherwise prohibited by law available for
4 such purpose and priorities for allocation in time of emergency.

5 (2) Upon presentation of the findings and determination by the secretary to
6 the committees on natural resources of the Senate and House ofRepresentatives and
7 approval by committees of any such projects, the hail authorize the
8 of ()to initiate such procedures as the
9 COirninjunci secretary deems necessary within the scope of his authority under

/
10 Chapter 7 of this’ Title and the constraints ofthis Section to accomplish the purposes

11 i hereof.

12 §23.1. Recordation of notice of solution mined cavern

13 A. The owner or operator ofa solution mined cavern shall record the survey

14 plat of the well location for the solution mining injection well in the mortgage and

15 conveyance records of the parish in which the property is located. Such notice shall

16 be made in a form approved by the eoitunssiuijcr secretary and within the time

17 specified by the L.uui,uLSOflci secretan. If an owner or operator fails or refhses to

18 record such notice, the Cunnjuiyuci secretan’ may, if he determines that the public

19 interest requires, and after due notice and an opportunity for a hearing has been given

20 to the owner and operator, cause such notice to be recorded. The clerk of court shall

21 forward to the office yfb.on.,c,1 Jatiou 4pflp!ent a copy of each notice recorded by

22 an owner or operator in accordance with this Subsection.

23 * * *

24 §25. Closure of production pits in the wetlands

25 A.(1) * * *

26 (2) Each production pit located within the inland tidal waters, lakes bounded

27 by the Gui f of Mexie6, and saltwater marshes shall be closed by January 1, 1993.

28 The Department of Conservation and Energy Natuial Rsos tiuvugli thc

29 offi..c uft,uupi vatiuii shall adopt rules to enforce the provisions of this Section and

30 may issue compliance orders, cease and desist orders, and other orders as are
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necessary to enforce the requirements ofthis Sec’fion and the rules ofthe department.
2 (3) The exemptions and exceptions for production pits located within the

AIvlQSicq3 inland tidal waters, lakes bounded by the Gulf of Me*ie, and saltwater marshes
4 provided for by the rules of the Department of Conservation and Energy mid
5 Natua1 Reaoui3, of ceiis._ gptiuu in Statewide Order No.29-B, Section XV.

J6 Paragraph 2.2(K) and (M) are hereby declared null, void, and without effect. After
7 June 30, 1989, no new production pits shall be constructed within the inland tidal

AmQ{icq
8 waters, lakes bounded by the Gulf of Mxiw. and saltwater marshes.

9 * * *

_____________________________________________________________________________

10 (5) The culLnLL13iyl.cr of co11sc1 atin secretary may grant an extension of

11 time within which to close production pits, not to exceed two years from January 1,

12 1993, provided that there is a clear showing that the production pit for which the

13 extension is sought is being operated in such a manner so as to assure the protection [
14 of soil, surface water, wildlife, aquatic life, and vegetation. The department tluough

15 th uffi of wig’ vati in eonstation with the Depaent of Environmental

16 Quality shall adopt rules and regulations regarding the operating standards which

17 must be followed in order to qualify for such extension of time to close (aid

18 production pit in accordance with the provisions of this Section no later than April

19 1. 1990.

20 (6) The wI,LL,1iSiu,iL secretan may grant an exemption from the closure
—

21 requirements of this Section for any onshore terminal pit in existence on June 30,
II

22 1989, provided that there is a clear showing that such pit is being operated in such

23 a manner so as to assure the protection of soil, surface water, wildlife, aquatic life,

24 and vegetation. The eo ,n iiL,onc1 secretary in consultation with the Department of

25 Environmental Quality shall adopt rules and regulations regarding the operating

26 standards of such onshore terminal pits which must be followed in order to qualify

27 for such exemption no later than April 1, 1990.

28 (7) No permit or approval from any agency, department, or authority other

29 than the Department of Conservation and Energy and Natwal Rt.utnw, ffl&. of

30 wiic,1 vaG1i shall be required or sought in connection with any activity mandated
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by, arising out of or resulting from the requirements of this Section.
I2 * * * f

3 D. Civil penalties may be imposed only by a ruling of the co11111,LJ1, I
4 secretan pursuant to an adjudicatory hearing held in accordance with the
S Administrative Proceduje Act, R.S. 49;g0 et seq. th determing the amount of the
6 fine to be imposed upon a violator, the uuu11i3so11 secretary may consider the 1
7 nature ofthe violation, the economic benefit of the violation to the violator, previous i

8 violations, any damage or harm caused by the violation, the degree of compliance,

9 and whether the violator has acted in good faith.

10 F. The coiininissipns secretary may institute civil proceedings in the
11 Nineteenth Judicial Disfrict Court to enforce its rulings. the event judgment is [12 rendered in court affirming the civil penalties assessed, the court shall also [
13 award to the department reasonable attorney fees and judicial interest on(aidcivil

14 penalties from the date of its assessment by the department until paid and all costs.

15 F. The coarn,iisioiicr secretan may institute civil prqeeedings in the

16 Nineteenth Judicial Dict Court seeking injctive relief to restrain and prevent

— I17 violations of the provisions of this Part or of the rules and regulations adopted under
— F18 the provisions of this Part. If the court grants the injunctive relief sought by the

19 department it shall also award reasonable attorney fees and costs to the department.

20 * * *

I21 §26. Applications and notification of completeness F
22 A. Noithstanding any other law to the contrary, the secreta of the [
23 Department of Conservation and Energy and Natuial RcsOuiC and th

24 Cynmiiurni of tnLa.1 vMion shall, after notification by the department to the F

25 applicant that the application is complete, grant or deny all applications for all
V.-

26 permits, licenses, registrations, or compliance in this or any other Title within sixty

27 days. The notification of completeness shall be issued within fourteen days,

28 exclusive of holidays, by the department. If the application is not complete the

29 department shall notife the applicant in writing of the deficiencies which cause the

30 application not to be complete. If thcs retary or the cuuiZ sccrn; does
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not grant the application, the etaryor the toimjs eetarv hail provide

2 written reasons for his decision to deny, and copies of the decision shall be provided

3 to all parties. Th4cretary and the COimiiSaiuncj secrtan ay delegate the power

4 to grant permits, licenses, registrations, variances, or compliance schedules to an

5 assistant.

6 * * *

7 §27. Authorization to enter lands of another

8 A. When the consent of a property owner has not been otherwise obtained,

9 the issuance of a work order or compliance order by the Cuuiun,Siyut,j of

_________________________________________

10 CujiaCi gatk,,, secretary or his agents shall constitute sufficicnt authorization for the
PII

11 operator. agents of the operator, or persons acting on behalf of the operator to enter

r.2 the lands of another person, whether or not such operator or persons hold a valid

13 leasc regarding such prope, for the puoses of conducting site assessments, site

14 restoration, pit closure, plugging and abandoent operations, or any other mauer

H1,c15 covered by said/ivork order or compliance order issued under the provisions o?’Title

16 rcgulations adopted thereunder. The

17 entering of the lands of another under the provisions of this Scction shall be subject

t18 to the following:

191
* *

20 D. Failure of the holder of the work order or compliance order to seek relief

21 before a court of competent jurisdiction shall not affect that parties duties and
*1

32he niles, regulations, and orde of the offluc of22 obligations under €aid—Title

23 ‘ation department, nor shall it constitute a defense to any civil penalty issued

24 due to noncompliance with the orders of the cnm1kiou..1 A vni tni

25 secretan.

26 * * *

27 F. No party to whom a work order or compliance order is issued shall be

28 deemed to be a public employee or an agent of the ufflt.c uf Cuuci vatiuii

29 department.

30 * * *
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§28. Drilling permits; issuance; fees; location plat; notice and hearing; fhnds from
2 drilling permit fees

3 A. No well or test well may be drilled in search of minerals without first
4 obtaining a permit from the COjrnji,%juij..,, of t.y,it.i vptitni secretary, and the
5 I COtiuujS$jQjjur cretary shall collect for each such well or test well a drilling permit
6 fee. The cO11LLILl,;V,IUK secretary shall periodically review the fees collected by his
7 office for drilling permits and may revise such fees pursuant to the rulemaking

*8 provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act.
.1

9 * * *

10 C. For each drilling permit that must be altered, amended, or changed after

11 its initial issuance, the comni,iouer secretary’ shall collect an amendment fee

12 which shall be set pursuant to the Administrative Procedure Act, except for unit well

13 nomenclature. An assignment or contract of sale that reflects an assumption of

14 liability for oil and gas wells requires an amended permit. Any person who assumes

15 such liability shall apply for an amended permit within thirty days of the assumption [
16 of liability. [
17 D. The COuuniOjiCi ofoiis1vatiyi1 secretary shall not issue a permit to

18 drill a well or a test well pursuant to Subsection A, B, or C of this Section until the

19 provisions of this Subsection have been satisfied:

20 * * *

21 (2) The tO1LuuiaOAaJ of ConSi.i gation secretan shall review the location

22 plat and make a determination as to whether any residential or commercial structure

23 or area of review for a carbon dioxide storage facility not owned by the applicant, his

24 lessor, or other predecessor in interest is situated within a five-hundred-foot radius
‘1

25 of the proposed drilling site. For purposes of this Section, ‘carbon dioxide storage

26 facility” shall include any current or proposed project for which a Class VI permit

27 has been applied or issued, and “area of review” shall have the same meaning as that

28 term is defined in administrative rules regarding Class VI injection wells.

29 (3) Upon a determination by the couuus,ioncr secretan’ that a residential

30 or commcrcial structure or area of review for a carbon dioxide storage facility is
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located within five hundred feet of the proposed drilling site, the commf!s+ener
2 secretan shall convey that information, together with written notice of a public
3 hearing thereon, by means of an official notice delivered by first class mail to any
4 person owning a residential or commercial structure within a five-hundred-foot
5 radius of the proposed site, to the operator of a carbon dioxide storage facility whose
6 area of review is within a five-hundred-foot radius of the proposed site, and to the
7 local governing authority in whose jurisdiction the property is located.

8 * * *

9 (5) The secretan shall hold a public hearing, if one is
10 requested, on the issues concerning the proposed drilling, affording residential and
11 commercial property owners and local government representatives the opportunity

12 to be heard in regard thereto.

13 (6) No pcrmit for drilling a well or test well shall be issued by the

14 COiiuiiiSaiOijui secretary until after the conclusion of the public hearing and after

15 consideration by the Coiiu,j iunc1 secretary of the comments and information

16 presented at that heang.

17 (7) If the Cuim,,iiuiii seeretan’, in his review of the location plat required
V

18 by Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, determines that no residential or commercial

19 structure or area of review for a carbon dioxide storage facility not owned by the

20 applicant, s lessor, or other predecessor in interest falls witn five hthed feet of

21 the proposed well site, the COuusii$siOtii secretan shall issue the rmit required
— — — /22 for such drilling in accordance with the provisions of Subsections A, B, C, and F of

23 this Section and any mles and regulations issued thereder.

24’ * * *

25 F. The issuance ofthe permit by the COLm1ILiO11%.I ufwuct vatiuii secretary

26 shall be sufficient authorization to the holder ofthe permit to enter upon the property

27 covered by the permit and to drill in search of minerals thereon. No other agency or

28 political subdivision of the state shall have the authority, and they are hereby

29 expressly forbidden, to prohibit or in any way interfere with the drilling of a well or

30 test well in search of minerals by the holder of such a permit.
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1 G. The COisuui$piOj secreta shall promWgate rules, regulations, and
2 orders necessary to require certification of water quality by the operator for surface
3 water used in conjction with oil and gas drilling operations before drilling begins
4 which ensure ground water aquifer safety.

VS H. Subject to the provisions contained in Article VII, Section 9 of the
6 Constitution of Louisiana, all ffinds collected under the provisions of this Seon

7 shall be paid by the uffl. vfconc1 vatioit 4çpartment into the state treasury and

8 shall be credited to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund. 1

_____

I9 1.0) The Cyiinuiajynj.j secretary, in accordance with the Administrative
—10 Procedure Act, shall promulgate rules, regulations, and orders necessary to require I

11 an operator, agent, or assigns, to provide a single notice to the surface owner of lands L
12 on which drilling operations are to be conducted. For the purposes ofthis Subsection,

13 such notice shall be referred to as the ‘pre-entry notice”. The rules, regulations, and
— I114 orders to be promulgated pursuant to this Subsection shall include the following: I

15 (a) The pre-en notice shall be sent to the surface owner no less than thi

16 days prior to consflction operations of a drilling location on the property by the

17 operator for the purpose of commencing drilling operations on the well described in

I18 the pre-entry notice. Such notice shall be provided in the fonn required by the

19 COiiiiiiiSiuiifi secretant. No subsequent notice to the surface owner shall be

I r20 required.

21 * * *

_____

22 (d) Upon application, the u.rniia,iuL1a secretary may, without notice or

23 hearing, waive the pre-entry notice or reduce the thirty-day requirement for such

24 notice in the event the thi-day delay woald result in the loss or teination of a

25 mineral lease, or in the event of such other emergency circumstances as the

26 COuuuiSaiui.cr sretfli may deem appropriate for such waiver.

27 * * *

28 (g) Such other matters as the uimiiiSui secretan’ may deem necessary

29 or appropriate to implement the one time pre-entry notice required by this F
*1,30 Subsection. I
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1 * * *

2 1 No later than thirty days after the issuance ofan amended permit to transfer
a well to another operator, the OnuHijyjjj secretan shall require that the operator

4 identify on a form approved by the cumi1isso,11 etan the surface owner of
5 lands on which the well site is located. “Surface owner” shall mean the person shown
6 in the assessor’s rolls of the parish as the current owner of the surface rights for the
7 land on which the well site is located.

8 * * *

1’
9 §41. Production of gas in excess of market demandsJproportionatc production t10 In order to conserve the natural gas in the state, whenever the 11th production

from any common source of supply ofnatural gas is in excess of the market demand,

12 then any person having the right to produce gas from the common source of supple

13 may take therefrom only such proportion of the natural gas that may be marketed

14 without waste, as the natural flow of the well or wells owned or controlled by the

15 person bears to the total natural flow of the common source of supply having due F16 regard to the acreage drained by each well, so as to prevent the person from securing

17 an unfair proportion of the gas therefrom. The Coiuuta$iui,ci uf Cuiisci vatiun of

1 8 Lui,;,a secretan of the Department of Conservation and Enerav may by

19 proper orderpermit the taking of a greater amount whenever he deems it reasonable

20 or equitable.

21 §42. Right to purchase gas

22 Every persotengaed in the business of purchasing and selling natural gas

23 in this statej shall be a common purchaser thereog and shall purchase all of the

24 natural gas which may be offered for sale which may be brought in pipes and

25 connecting lines by the owner or proposed seller to its trunk lines, at the sellers’

26 expense, or to its gathering lines, without discrimination in favor of one producer as

27 against another, or in favor of any one source of supply as against another save as

28 authorized by the Cu,imuiOiai f t,uii$ vatiun secretary after due notice and

29 hearing. If a person is unable to purchase all the gas offered, then he shall purchase

30 natural gas from each producer ratably, and each common purchaser of gas shall
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have the same right to purchase the production of a gas well that is not being utilized

2 under the conditions of this Section. In the event the owner of the well refuses to sell,
3 the common purchaser shall have the same rights of action against the owner as the
4 seller has against the common purchaser who refuses to buy, and the seller refusing

5 to sell shall be subject to the same penalties as are provided against the common

6 purchaser who refuses to buy. This Section shall not affect in any way a municipal

7 corporation engaged in buying and selling natural gas.

8 * * *

9 §44. Gas to be measured by meter

10 All gas produced from the deposits of this state ‘when sold shall be measured

11 by meter and the Cynuh1iS5iy,I1 0f &titn1 secretary shall, upon notice and

12 hearing, relieve any common purchaser from purchasing gas of an inferior quality

13 or grade, and the ut.nhiui.ci secretan’ shall from time to time make such

14 regulations for 4i,,ery, metering and equitable purchase and takias conditions

15 may necessitate.

16 §45. CuLILLlLi,iO11cI of.,ons..1 gafign Secreta to enforce Part

17 The .uiiujiiyflt,s fcou.sc vatiuu secretan shall see that the provisions of

18 this Part are fully and properly complied with and the district attorney in whose

19 district a violation takes place shall, on application, bring suit if necessary to enforce

20 the provisions ofthis Part. Any injunction which may bc necessary shall be furnished

21 without bond.

22 * * *

23 §48. Average specific gravity; average flowing temperature; ficld rules

24 A. The CunuuiiiuuL uf COui vatn secretan is hereby authorized and

25 empowered, in the absence of the availability of satisfactory actual 4Mebased upon

26 observed or recorded specific gravity and flowing temperature determinations, to

27 determine the average specific gravity, and average flowing temperature of the gas

28 at the point ofmeasurement, as produced in each oil or gas field or pool in Louisiana,

29 which after being so determined shall be used to calculate the standard cubic foot.

30 B. If for any reason the wimuisiuuCi of tAJflt vatJUIL crcts1 has not so
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I determined such average specific gravity and average flowing temperature ofthe gas
2 produced in any oil or gas field or pool in Louisiana, the average specific gravity

3 shall be assumed to be six-tenths and the average flowing temperature shall be
I

4 assumed to be sixty degrees Fahrenheit.

________________________________________________________

1•5 C. In the event that the Lyiii ivnci ‘.S WUervat1o1L secrety finds the

6 necessity therefor upon the request of any interested party, the ôum1iSaiOuL1 vf

7 comet vat secretary shall give notice and hold a public hearing before making

______

I F8 such determinations. Promptly upon such determination the f

9 ,.Oiai ‘atin secretan shall make and publish such finding and promulgate such

10 reasonable field rules as may be necessary to effectuate the provisions of this Part.
11 D. Any person, association of persons, or corporation shall be permitted to

12 use the findings and field rules of the f1yptiuti secretan- for

13 all purposes under this Part, but if such fmdings or field rules are not so used in

14 determining volumes under this Part, the volumes so otherwise determined shall be

15 corrected to the basis of the “standard cubic foot of gas” as defined in R.S. 30:47.

16 Nothingrein. shall ever prevent the c of actual recorded values and actual test

17 data where available, for all purposes under this Part, and the CunmiiSiuñ’.i of

18 t.-onscrvation secretary has been informed in writing of the intent so to use actual

19 recorded values and actual test ante.

20 * * *

21 §61. Exploitation of natural resources by w.iua,i,Sluix,x secretan or employees

22 prohibited

23 A. Neither the COtrnuiSSivuw oforvatu secretan- nor any salaried officer

24 or employee of the department shall be or become

(I)Act1.-. (z)Ho...25 ? VjoI-n o’ 4-1HS
26 §73. Definitions

I L27 As used in this Part, the following terms shall have the meaning ascribed to
V

28 them in this Section. unless the context or use clearly indicates otherwise: :: 1

29 (1)missioner” means the uiiiixii3SiOistF f the offic fco1a1ati0n

_

_
_

jt30 within secretan’ of the Department of Conservation and Energy and—Natural

Page 71 of 227
Coding: Words which are suck though are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.



SB NO. 244
ENROLLED

or his authorized representatives from the injection and mining division
2 of that pffice.,

3 * * *

4 §74. Abandoned ojifield waste sites; notification; clean up

5 AU) Wheneverany responsible person, owner, or operator ofany abandoned
6 waste site obtains infomrntion that indicates that oilfield waste is spilling, F7 discharging, or otheise escaping into, or on any land or water without appropriate I -

8 authorization or permit, or is being treated, stored, handled, or disposed of in a [9 manner contrary to applicable regulations of the COuutuiOui cretan, such
10 person shall noti’ the offic. of wsl&,igptiuu department in accordance with

11 regulations to be adopted.

12 (2) Upon receipt of the information required to be provided in Paragraph (1)

13 of this Subsection, the co1111io1 secretary may order any responsible owner,

14 operator, or person to take samples, monitor, or take action at the abandoned waste

15 site to ascertain the nature and extent of any waste or discharge, or hazard. The

16 co111n1k,onc1 secretary, upon failure or refusal by the responsible person, operator,

17 or owner to comply with the orders, may undertake such activities and investigate

18 the abandoned waste site, take samples to be analyzed, and may expend monies

19 available for these purposes.

20 (3)(a) Prior to any sheriffs sale or public auction of any property related to

21 the operation of oil and gas wells, the person seeking such sale shall notifs’ the

22 cpuujssone secretary of such sale not less than thirty days prior to such sale. Such

23 sale shall not occur unless the wtIutsiu”t secretary consents thereto in writing, 7

24 and the sale shall include the wellhore unless specifically excluded from the sale. In

25 the event the wellbore is not specifically excluded from the sale as providedein,

26 the sheriff or person seeking such a sale shall cause to be included in the notice of

27 the sale and in the sale instrument a statement or notice that the purchaser shall be

28 required to file the appropriate documents with the ufflcc uf COiLSClvatlOII

29 department to b e operator of record of the subject well pursuant to the

30 provisions of .S. 30:204.
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_____

1 (b) The cotixitdspjyjjcj secretary may, if he deems it appropriate tdurehe
2 proper plugging and abandonnent of the wells and closure of the associated oilfield
3 pits, retain a first lien and privilege on such prope, which lien and privilege shall
4 follow such property into the hands of third persons whether such persons are in
5 good or bad faith. The CO,ibrnirsicucr secretary shall record a notice of such lien
6 with the clerk of court in the parish in which the property is located and in which the
7 sale is to occur. The lien and privilege may be enforced against any person in
8 possession of the property in the same manner as a lien provided under the Louisiana
9 Oil Well Licn Act.

10 (4) Failure to notif’ the cy.1uIis5ione1 secretary as provided in Paragraph (3)
II of this Subsection shall render the person seeking such a sale and the purchaser
12 liable, in solido, to the ufflc uftiai vatiyii depanment for the fair market value
13 of the property at the time of such seizure and sale.

14 B. Any failure or refusal by an owner or operator or responsible person to

15 undertake such action as ordered by the onutsisiyticr secretan to take samples,

16 monitor, contain, or clean up an abandoned oilficld waste site shall be a violation of
/

17 this Chapter, and the’èommission,)in order toprevent damage to public health, the

18 environment, or an oil or gas strata, may immediately declare the site abandoned,

.119 notwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 30:75, and commence appropriate
-7

20 proceedings under this Chapter, including the recovery of penalties, revocation of

21 any permit, closure of the site, or any combination thereof.

22 * * *

23 §79. Rccordation of notice of abandoned oilfield waste sites by landowner
f24 A. In addition to the notice required under R.S. 30:74, any landowner who

25 has notified the oflk.c vf uiii vatiuii department that his property contains an

26 abandoned oilfietd waste site or who owns property which has been identified by the
/

27 GOtrnitiSivnCi secretary as an abandoned oilfield waste site pursuant to R.S. 30:75

28 shall cause notice of the identification of the location of the abandoned oilfield waste

29 site to be recorded in the mortgage and conveyance records of the parish in which

30 the property is located. Such notice shall be made in a form approved by the
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1 cu1111ij;r,3;pflcT secretary and within the time specified by the commissioner
2 secretary. If a landowner fails or refuses to record such notice, the COLILL1Li,juIfr

3 seeretar may, if he determines that the public interest requires, and after due notice
4 and an opportunity for a hearing has been given to a landowner, cause such notice
5 to be recorded.

6 B.(1) If any person wishes to remove such notice, he shall notif’ the
7 COflbjip$jOuêj secretary prior to requesting the removal from the clerk of court in
8 the parish where the property is located. The request shall speci’ the facts

9 supporting removal of the notice, including any evidence that the oilfield waste no

10 longer poses a potential threat to health or the environment. Upon finding that the

11 oilfield waste no longer poses a potential threat to health or the environment, the

12 commissioner secretary shall approve removal of the notice.

13 (2) If approval is granted by the CGu,uua,ioner secretan, the request may be

14 made by affidavit to the clerk of court for the removal of the notice and it shall be

15 i removed. Within ten days after removal, the clerk of court shall send a notice of the

16 i removal to the con kpiyuj secretary. If the l.vIluniS$iviici secretary objects to the

17 removal of such notice, or fails to make a final determination upon the request within

18 ninety days, the person desiring to have the notice removed may petition the court

19 in the parish where the property is located for removal of the notice and after a

20 contradictory hearing between the landowner, the clerk of court, and the

21 coiiuitisspner secretary or his designee, the court may grant such relief upon

22 adequate proof by the petitioner that the property no longer contains the oilfield

23 waste which may pose a potential threat to health or to the environment.
/

24 C. This Section shall not apply to any commercial operation which is

25 operating under a permit issued by the .vimuiSivnCi secretan until such time as

26 such notice is required by an order of the cOirmii$iuuci secretary, by a permit, or

27 by rule or regulation applicable to such operation.

28 * * *

29 §82. Definitions

30 As used in this Part, the following terms shall have the meanings ascribed to
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, ClUb thczn in this Section. unless the context or use clearly indicates otherwise: f_—I

(ii) Pi&f a AcAR4HpEpsAcx4cw;2 (iQpRiz “Mstnnecret Secretan” means the aita secreta ofthcffl
L

.3 Ii

_______

()fEftAL€P
1z

Of onsi gato1 tit1 the Depaent of Conseation_and Ener’ &1d NtJj
“ 1) (12)_912p)UTCCS or his authorized representatives.

5 4)-(iI) PIIIMTI * * *
(RI
Caitt 4)U )O2)_fr)uer

mans a public tmst and public corporation organized and

LÀ;7 existing by, under, and pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 9:2341 through 2347 ‘— —

8 whose beneficiary is the state of Louisiana, and who is authorized to issue revenue DJ Z9 bonds on behalf of the state of Louisiana or the Louisiana Local Government H ‘1.1-2
10 Environmental Facilities and Community Development Authority, pursuant to

—

the provisions of R.S.33:4548,lIet seq.
(C’

‘12 {i “Nonproducing oilfield site” means an oilfield site which is not a

13 producing oilfield site and which has not been declared an orphaned oilfieid site by

14 the asta,xt secreta.

15 * * *

(9) I16 1t) “Responsible party” means the operator ofrecord according to the office I

_________

I17 uft.yii.,c.ivptiuu department records, who last operated the property on which the

18 oilfield site is located at the time the site is about to be abandoned, ceases operation,

19 or becomes an unusable oilfield site, and that operator’s partners and working interest I

20 owners of that oilfield site. A working interest owner is the owner of a mineral right

I.21 who is under an obligation to share in the costs of drilling or producing a well on the

22 oilfieldsite. Cn’r FWM Ex,cflt’JG 1,tv-):
D€fcUtMC*ti(i)7 .çQ4czx4’ fl1€qfl, t$s ccrctaA

23 cf vçc,rqc-4ion c’.-n Ercj( c e-eC
24 z)9-4f”Site restoration’ means any and all oilfield site restoration activities

25 required of a responsible party of an oil or gas properly by regulations adopted by

26 the offi. yfwiiaciyptoii department pursuant to this Subtitle, including without

27 limitation plugging of oil and gas wells, pit closure, site remediation, and removal

28 of oilfield equipment.

29 * * *

30 §83. Oilfield site restoration; administration by the Department of Consenation
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4 Energy aiLd Nata1 Rsouaps

2 A. The Natural Resources Trust Authority, under the direction of the

3 secretary and subject to oversight by the State Mineral and Energy Board pursuant
4

4 to R.S. 36:356.1, is authorized to perform the following functions related to oilfield

S site restoration:

6 * * *

7 (5) Review administration of site restoration activities and review the

8 adequacy of site restoration assessments and reopen the funding needs and

9 arrangements for site-specific trust accounts every four years. However, unless the

10 oilfield site is transferred from one party to another after the adoption of a standard

11 for evaluation, site-specific trust accounts established prior to the adoption of a

12 standard for evaluation by the Department ofConservation and Energy 1d Natuial

13 Rcpyuicc,, uffi.... S ..oncrvation shall not be reassessed if the operator of record

14 provides to theàfficç on an annual basis, utilizing the methodology in use at the time

15 that the site-specific trust account was established, proof that the security is adequate

16 to ensure proper closure of the wells upon completion of activity.

17 * * *

18 (7) Perform any function authorized by this Part or which is consistent with

19 its purpose and not otherwise assigned by this Part to the secretary o assLtant

20

21H * * *

22 §83 1 Authorization of bonds P
23 * * *

24 B.(l) * * *

25 (3) The secretary, the undersecretary, and the Natural Resources Trust

26 Authority are hereby authorized to execute loan, reimbursement, investment, and

27 bond purchase agreements, and all documents as may be necessary or desirable to
J

28 carry out the provisions of this Section and arc further authorized to take any and all

29 Ci further actions and execute and deliver all other documents as may be necessary in

30 connection with the issuance of any bonds, notes, certificates, reimbursement
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obligations, or other evidences of indebtedness referred to in this Sectn. The
F

2 provisions of R.S. 9:2347(J) and R.S. 39:112ffi1 shall not apply to bonds or any
3 contractual obligation, including the pledge of state funds, to be undertaken or
4 incurred in connection therewith.

5 * * 4

6 §85. Powers of the &sta secretary

7 A. The powers of the sistanàecretarv shall include without limitation the
8 power to do the following, subject to the supervision of the secretary:

9 * * *

(3) The assistant secretary shall perform all regulatory functions imposed by

12

tMsP

* * *

13 C. The aforementioned powers shall be in addition to and shall not limit the

14 I powers conferred on the assistant secretary in other provisions in this Title or any

15 other pertinent provision of any state or federal law or regulation.

16 §86. Oilfield Site Restoration Fund

17 AU) * *
*

18 * * *

19 (2) Out of the funds remaining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund,

20 after a sufficient amot is allocated from that fund to pay all the obligations secured

21 by the full faith and credit of the state that become due and payable within each fiscal

22 year, the treasurer shall pay into the Oilfield Site Restoration Fund an amount equal

23 to the revenues generated from collection of the fees provided for in Subsection D

24 of this Section. Tl.. ti’.,ui...i shall aba, tiaiiafcz intu tl.. o;mdd Sit. Rstu1aGou

25 F1d thc aaitount of tliicty .itillivii in fc&tal fuiidin fiULLI 6’ fiat fcdcial

26 finida rcceived b de atatc foi vilficld giL iStOiativu UL plU;i% uspl.i

27 wJls ;a all allovvablc usc., as dctc1u1ii1d by thc. Joh1t Lcgislathc Co,1u11ttee the

28 &dgct. Such fimds shall cotitute a special custodial trust fund which shall be

29 administered by the Natural Resources Trust Authority, which shall make

30 disbursements from the fund solely in accordance with the purposes and uses
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authorized by this Part.

2
9. * *

3 D. The following monies shall be placed into the Oi!field Site Restoration
4 F Fund:

5, * * *

6 (8) Any sums collected from financial security instruments required by rules
7 and regulations adopted by the assistant secretary pursuant to R.S. 30:4(k) and 4.3.
8 1-lowever, the monies collected from each financial security instrument tied to a
9 specific well or wells shall not be used for any oilfield sites other than those for

10 which the financial security was provided.

11 (9) Thc awu ofUt llion delLs fi111 tL that fe& thuda 1cd by I12 tlu ta& fin wLJi 0tlfkld itc iSttnatiou ut pluiiig owhau dls Ia an alluwable P
13

, a deteanaiiiedby fl Jo11t L..siatv. Co1rnuit&.. 1k. Ddgt Monies paid
14 to the department pursuant to a site restoration contribution a2reement entered

15 into pursuant to R.S. 30:93(C).

16 (10) Mo[.it foi1i lL&Lal apyiOpliatiOna any fL&1a1 wst piuglani

17 tabhaLd by th U1utcd Stat COngtaS for thcppuac uf.atoiing o1h. 1Jfield

18 se H9 (i-f) Any other source of funding for which restoring orphan oilfield sites is

20 an allowable use, as determined by the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget..1

21 Ii Except as otherwise provided in this Section, the monies in the fund may

22 be disbursed and expended pursuant to the authority and direction of the secretary t
1:23 or the Natural Resources Trust Authority for the following purposes and uses:

24J * *

*

25 (2) Upon approval of the trust authority, the administration ofthis Part by the

26 department in an amount not to exceed tn l111&d thuuaand dulla h!

27 department’s federal approved indirect cost rate or, if no such rate exists, the

28 de minimis rate of fifteen percent of all direct costs, each fiscal year. Amounts
V.,

29 expended pursuant to Paragraph (4) of this Subsection shall not count towards the

30 administrative expenditure limitation.
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* * *

I2 (6) Upon approval of the trust authority, up to five hundred thousand dollars
3 per fiscal year for the offlc uf tuissCs vatiun department to act alone, or in
4 conjunction with the voluntarily participating parties, for the assessment and
5 I restoration of commercial oilfield waste disposal facilities used for the storage,

onhqiat1oU6 treatment, or disposal of ReR—haza1dous oilfield waste for a fee or other

7 consideration, which were abandoned, leaving no financially responsible owner,

8 operator, or bonding company, in accordce with the plan of closure as required in

9 the permit, or if the permit did not provide a plan of closure, a plan approved by the

10 trust authodty; however, a responsible person shall not be released from his duty or
—

F -11 liability, if any, imposed by this Section.

12 (7) Except foa th1.. costs of aduiinitiation of this Pact by the Departrn.nt of

13 aiidNatuiJ Roms ‘lot uecdisig tlic linhituILp t by t& U1td Statc

14 COngs us aduiinitt.iiiig &dcicil ag..u..y fo1 fe&11 fu51th appiupsiatcd

15 stantcd, the is &positcd into the fujid pu&it to Pcuagsaplxs (D)(9), (10), and

16 (11) ufthiz, kctio11 ahall 6. uscd only ft1 the puiposs of asscssing and cstuijg

17 orphan ollfield sites. Nutwithstzndin &ny 0th1 icquiscutcists n this Fart, thc 1,iu11ks

18 ii’ay be cApcIi&d by the SCCaCtmf th1ough c051t.ad 11t1i ;to Uii&i &.‘y

19 COanpttitiVc ywcess authoiizcd by Title 38 39 of thc L0ii011 Rcvicd StatuL8

20 of 1950. Thc cvntsat may 6. QWQL&d to any guali&d pm t1 nl,uthci yi nut thpafly

21 OL1 IL.. amoed list of ontmavtuia &ccptablc to cOuduvt iL aaa$auLiat and

22 icStOlatiOmm b Umciiust aUtlmvmit3’ Upon approval of the trust authorifr.

23 1’ expenditures consistent with a site restoration contribution afreement entered
.1

24 into pursuant to R.S. 30:93cc).

25

J26 G. Upon declaration of an emergency as defined in R.S. 30:6.1, the asLrtmit

27 secretary shall notify the trust authority and the State Mineral and Energy Board of

28 the declared emergency. Upon notification, the trust authority, in consultation with

29 the State Mineral and Energy Board, may direct that no monies in the fund be

30 disbursed or spent for response activity related to the emergency declaration.

Page 79 of 227
Coding: Words which are ti ck tlho ugh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.



SB NO. 244
ENROLLED

1 H. At the direction of the secretary or the Natural Resources l’rust Authority,
2 J neuies de4ieated pthSaaiit tu Pcu aah (DX9) (10) fthL. S.t011 monies
3 from federal appropriations or any federal grant program established by the
4 United States Congress for the purpose of restoring orphan oilflcld sites shall be
S placed into the department’s federal funds account instead of the Oillield Site

6 Restoration Fund, but audi iiiuny shall ut1iis. be bJt te th Sàn

7 rquiimnb apl..abb. t.t1 ntui.ey de11tffid iii Pwagiaph (D)(9) (10) 0f this

8 Seetion. Except for administrative costs not exceeding federal limits as set by

Congress or thc administering federal agency, all such federal monies shall be

10 used exclusively for orphan oilfield site assessment and restoration, including

11 plugging of orphan wells.

12 1. Notwithstanding any other provision ofthis Part, such monies from the

13 OlIfield Site Restoration Fund may be expended by the secretary through

14 contracts entered into under any competitive process authorized by Title 38 or

15 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.

16 J. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, for any ollileM

17 site restoration project funded in whole or in part with monies from the OlIfield

Site Restoration Fund, federal funds, or a combination of such Lundsi and

19 delivered using the construction management at risk method, as. anthortzed...in.

20 R.S. 38:2225.2.4, the contractor selected under the construction manaeement

21 at risk process shall not be required to be included on any yre-approved list of

22 H contractors acceptable to conduct site assessment and site restoration.

23 * * *

24 §88. Oilfield site trust accounts

25 * * *

26 B. In the event the parties to a transfer elect to establish a site-specific trust
H

27 H account under this Section, the asstwit secretary shall require an oilfield site

28 restoration assessment to be made to determine the site restoration requirements

29 existing at the time of the transfer, or at the time the site-specific trust account is

30 established. The oilfield site restoration assessment shall be conducted by approved
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I site assessment contractors appearing on a list approved by the trust authority or
2 acceptable to the trust authority. The oilfield site restoration assessment shall
3 specifically detail site restoration needs and shall provide an estimate of the site
4 H restoration costs needed to restore the oilfield site based on the conditions existing
5 at the time of transfer, or at the time the site-specific trust account is established.

6 C. The party or parties to the transfer shall, based upon the site restoration

7 assessment, propose a funding schedule which will provide for the site-specific trust

8 H account. The funding schedule shall consider the uniqueness of each transfer,

9 acquiring party, and oilfield site. Funding of the site-specific trust account shall

10 include some contribution to the account at the time of transfer and at least quarterly

11 payments to the account. Cash or bonds in a form and of a type acceptable to the

12 psistaiit secretary, or any combination thereof may also be considered for funding.

13 The aitatit secretary shall monitor each trust account to assure that it is being

14 properly funded. The fhnds in each trust account shall remain the property of the

15 trust authority.

16 D. The assiatant secretary may approve the site-specific trust account for an

17 ‘I oilfield site upon review of the assessment and the site-specific trust account that has

18 been proposed for that oilfield site as provided in the regulations. Such approval sha]l

19 not be unreasonably withheld.

20 B. When transfers of oilfield sites occur subsequent to the formation of

21 site-specific trust accounts but prior to the end of their economic life, the aSit

22 secretar and the acquiring party shall, in the manner provided for in this Section,

23 again redetermine cost and agree upon a nding schedule. The balance of any

24 site-specific trust account at the time of subsequent transfer shall remthn with the

25 oilfield site and shall be a factor in the redetermination.

26 F. Once the psi,tai,t secretary has approved the site-specific trust account,

27 1 and the account is fully funded, the party transferring the oilfield site and all prior

28 i owners, operators, and working interest owners shall not thereafter be held liable by

29 the state for any site restoration costs or actions associated with the transferred

30 H oilfield site. The party acquiring the oilfield site shall thereafter be the responsible
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party for the purposes of this Part.

2 * * *

3 I. Subject to agreement between the assiatait secretary, the seller and the
4 purchaser of an oilfield site sold prior to August 15, 1993, a site-specific trust

5 account can be established or transferred to the state.

6 J. For unusable oilficld sites, after site restoration has been completed and

7 L approved by the aSaatarit secretary, funds from a site-specific trust account shall be

8 disbursed as follows:
II

9 * * *

10 §88.1. Oilfield site trust accounts for orphaned wells

11 A. Orphan wells. (1) * * *

* F12 (3) Upon full fbnding of the associated site-specific trust account in

13 accordance with a plan approved by the a.,ta11t secretary as provided in this

14 Seon, all monies remaining in the account shall be credited in full to the state

15 treasury as provided by R.S. 47:645(B).

16 (4) en the conditions of this Subsection are met relative to the ding of

17 the site-specific trust account, the a3talzt secretary shall not require additional

18 financial security for the well associated with that site-specific trust account.

19 * * *

20 C. Site restoration assessment. When establishing a site-specific trust account F
21 under this Section, the istant secretary shall require an oilfield site restoration

22 assessment to be made to determine thc site restoration requirements existing at the

23 time the site-specific trust account is established. The oilfield site restoration

24 assessment shall be conducted by approved site assessment contractors appearing on

25 a list approved by the trust authority or acceptable to the trust authority. The oilfield

26 site restoration assessment shall specifically detail the sites restoration needs and

27 shall provide an estimate of the restoration costs needed to restore the oilfield site

28 based on the conditions existing at the time the site-specific trust account is

29 established.

30 . D. Trust account monitoring. The aitant secretary shall monitor each trust
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1 account to assure that it is being properly funded. The funds in each trust account
2 shall remain the property of the trust authority. In the event that the site-specific trust
3 account is not funded through the payment of the severance tax due the state for a
4 I period of greater than six months from the date of first production following
5 designation of the well as part of an orphaned oilfield site, the aasitm,t secretary
6 shall require financial security in accordance with the offl .f ‘..oliseL yativn’s

7 gppent’s rules and regulations.

8 B. Transfers ofoilfield sites. When transfers ofoilfield sites occur subsequent
—

9 to the formation of site-specific trust accounts pursuant to this Section but prior to
10 the end of the oilfield sites economic life, the assi3tnt secretary and the acquiring

11 party shall, in the manner provided in this Section, redetermine cost. The balance of

12 any site-specific trust account at the time of transfer shall remain associated with the

13 oilfield site and shall be a factor in the redetermination.

14 * * *

15 G. Unusable oilfield sites. For unusable oilfield sites, after site restoration has

16 been completed and approved by the aLt secretary, funds from a site-specific

17 trust account shall be disbursed as follows:

18 * * *

19 H. Rules, regulations, and orders. The ,itaut secretary shall make, after

20 notice and public hearings as provided in this Char, any reasonable rules, j
1IF21 regulations, and orders that are necessary to implement this Section.

22. §88.2. Orphan well rework progr

23K * * *

24 C. Trust account motoring. The stt secretary shall monitor each trust

25 account to assure that it is being properly funded. The funds in each trust account

26 shall remain the property of the trust authority. If the site-specific trust account is not

27 funded through the payment of amounts equal to the severance tax that would

28 otherwise be due the state for a period of greater than six months from the date of

29 first production following dcsignation of the well as part of an orphaned oilfleld site,

30 the a,Lt0nt secretary shall require financial security in accordance with this Subtitle
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1 and the rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this Subtitle including the
2 exceptions provided in R.S. 30:4(R).

3 * * *

4 E. Unusable oilfield sites. For unusable oilfield sites, after site restoration has
5 been completed and approved by the ss.,ta11t secretary, flmds from a site-specific
6 trust account shall be disbursed as follows:

7 (1) If the site restoration has been completed by the operator of record on file
8 with the aitait secretary, the balance of the funds existing in the site-specific trust

9 account shall be remitted to that operator of record.

10 * * *

11 F. Rules, regulations, and orders. The aitaut secretary shall promulgate,

12 after notice and public hearings as provided in this Chter, any reasonable rules,

13 regulations, and orders that are necessary to implement this Section.

4 §89. C-ohan site restomtion

15 A. After due notice and hearing and upon certification from the asistaiit

16 secretary that a responsible party has failed to undertake site restoration of an

17 unusable oilfield site, the secretary o pstant $ccitt&y is authorized to disburse

18 such funds as are necessary for site restoration from the site-specific trust account.

19 B. The astni’t secretary, upon notice and hearing, pursuant to rules adopted

20 by the a3iztwtt secretary in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, may

21 declare an oilfield site to be an unusable oilfield site. Upon failure of a responsible

22 party to undertake site restoration as ordered by the assistuit secretary, the secretary

23 assistrnt aetv is authorized to disburse such funds as are necessary for site

24 restoration from the site-specific trust account.
/ —

25 C. For sites restored pursuant to Subsections A and B of this Section, after

26 site restoration has been completed and approved by the aSStaitt secretary, funds

27 from the site-specific trust account will be disbursed as follows:

28 * * *

29 (2) If the funds in the site-specific trust account are depleted prior to the

30 payment of all site restoration costs, the department is authorized to collect the
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1 remainder of site restoration costs from the responsible party or ensure that the
2 responsible paz-tv completes the site restoration to the satisfaction of the aasitant
3 secretary,

4 (3) If the fimds in the site-specific tmst account are depleted prior to the
5 i. payment of all site restoration costs, and if the assiptatit secretary subsequently
6 declares that oilfield site to be an orphaned oilfield site and upon approval of the
7 st authobty, the Oilfield Site Restoration Fund shall contribute the balance of the

£8 restoration costs for that orphaned oilfield site.

t9 D. If a responsible party fails or is unable to restore a site and there is no

10 site-specific trust account, the A.,istmit secretary shall declare the site orphaned in

11 accordance withR.S. 30:91(B). I
12 §90. Natural Resources Trust Authority annual report to the legislature

13 * * *

14 C. The assitrnt secretary shall furnish the trust authority with semiatmual I:

___

I15 reports that review the efforts of the &5Sitaut secretary to assure proper and timely

16 cleanup, closure, and restoration of oilfield sites.

17 D. The aistaiit secretary’s semiannual reports shall include:

8 (1) The number of wells plugged by the ist secretary. . I
19. * * * Ii
20 (4) The status of enforcement proceedings for all sites in violation of the

21 &aitant secretary’s rules and the time period during which the sites have been in

22 violation, including the status of the &.sistant secretary’s attempts to recover

23 reimbursement for restoration costs.

24 E. The trust authority’s annual report to the legislature shall include: I
25 * * *

26 (4) The status of enforcement proceedings for all sites in violation of the

27 assistant secretary’s rules and the time period during which the sites have been in

____

28 violation, including the status of the aa.Ltasit secretary’s attempts to recover

29 reimbursement for restoration costs.

3O * * *

I I.
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1 §91. Orphaned oilfield sites

2 A. A site may be declared to be an orphaned oilfield site by the asista11t
3 secretary upon a finding that:

4 (1) No responsible party can be located, or such party has failed or is {I financially unable to undertake actions ordered by the tt secretarfnd)

7 B.(1) Prior to declaring a site to be an orphaned oilfield site, the aasi,taait

8 secretary shall seek to notify the last operator of record, at his last known address

9 contained in the department records, of the site that is to be declared orphaned and

10 shall publish a notice in the Louisiana Register that the oilfIeld site is to be declared

11 orphaned. Additionally, the aitt secretary shall seek to notify the surface owner

12 of the site, at Ihe address provided by the operator pursuant to R.S. 30:28(J), that the

13 site is to be declared orphaned. Failure of the taiit secretary to notify the surface

14 owner of the site shall not invalidate the decision to declare a site orphaned. If

15 resolution of a factual dispute is requested by any owner or operator, the asitrnt

16 secretary shall hold a fact-finding hearing prior to declaring the site orphaned and the

17 as3tt secretary shall make any fact determination necessary to resolve the

18 dispute.

19 (2)(a) In the event that a site is being declared orphaned, the aaaitaut

20 secretary shall retain a first lien and privilege upon such property superior to any

21 existing mortgages, privileges, or liens of any kind, type, or nature whatsoever. The F
22 aSDiStaa.t secretary shall record a notice of such lien with the clerk of court in the

23 parish where the site is located. The a.iStalLt secretary shall notify all other

24 lienholders of record who have acquired a privilege, lien, or mortgage upon the

25 property contained within a well site, in writing by registered mail, return receipt 1:

26 requested, that he is declaring the site orphaned. If the salvage value of property at F
27 the site exceeds the cost of plugging and abandoning the well site in accordance with

28 this P’rt, any excess finds shall be paid to other lienholders by rank. Any other

29 excess finds from salvage shall be paid into the find.

30 * * *
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(c) In the event that a lienholder is not properly notified as provided in this
J2 Paragraph, any claim by the holder or holders against the trust authority, Department

3 of Conservation and Energy and-Nptthaj offlcc ufco1isci vativu or the
4 contractors for the value of the salvaged property shall be limited to the actual cash

5 value of the salvaged property at the time of salvage.

6 (3) Sale or removal of property from an oilfield site which has been declared

7 orphaned without the written consent of the assita1t secretary is prohibited. The

8 secretary shall have a claim against the person or persons who have sold or removed

9 such property for the fair market value of the property sold or removed, and the lien

10 and privilege provided erein shl follow such prope into the hands of third

11 persons whether such persons are in good or bad faith.

12 (4) Conducting operations on an oilfleld site which has been declared

13 orphaned without the written consent of the aiptait secretary is prohibited.

14 * * *

15 D. In the event that the t,uiuiiii$SiOflci secretary declares an emergency as

16 provided in R.S. 30:6.1, the provisions regarding notice to the operator as provided

17 therein shall be applicable to declaring the site orphaned.

18 §92. Orphan site restoration

19 A. The secretary is hereby authorized to expend sums from the hind and enter

20 into contracts for the purpose of site restoration on any site declared to be an

21 orphaned oilfield site. The assistuit secretary may conduct site restoration, expend

22 sums from the fund, and enter into contracts for the purpose of site restoration to

23 respond to an emergency as provided in R.S. 30:6.1.

24 * * *

25 C. A contract for site assessment or site restoration shall require a formal bid

V
26 process. All contracts shall be exempt from the provisions ofthe Public Bid Law and

27 the Louisiana Procurement Code; however, before this exemption from the Public
4’

28 i Bid Law and the Louisiana Procurement Code can be effective, the sLt0it

29 secretary shall promulgate rules in accordance with the Administrative Procedure

30 Act to set forth the procedures, which, to the extent practicable, shall be in
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substantial compliance th the Public Bid Law and shall require a formal bid
2 process. A project which the &SSistuit secretary has declared in writing to be an
3 emergency may employ a written and thoroughly documented informal bidding

4 procedure in which bids are solicited from at least three bidders. All such contracts

5 shall be reviewed prior to execution by the assist1-,± secretary, and all informally bid

6 contracts shall be reviewed by the secretary. Notwithstandintheri,rements

7 in this Ian, any monies deposited pursuant to R.S. or (1 Qay be

8 expended by the secretary through a contract entered into under any competitive
V

9 process authorized by Title 38 or 39 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.

10 §93. Recovery of site restoration costs; emergency costs

11 A. If the aapi$ttuit Sntaay department undertakes restoration of an

12 orphaned oilfield site under this Part or responds to any emergency as provided in

13 R.S. 30:6.1, the secretary shall seek to recover all costs incurred by the secretary,

14 a.ita1at penalties, and other relief from any party who has operated or

15 held a working interest in such site, or who is required by law, rules adopted by the

16 department, or a valid order of the a ixiiLt .rtt&y department to control, clean

17 up, close, or restore the oilfield sites or other facilities, structures, or pipelines under

18 the ..v1,nhILuHc1’s secretan’s jurisdiction pursuant to R.S. 30:1 et seq. in

19 accordance with the following:

20 * * 4

21 C. The secretary may enter into a site restoration contribution

22 agreement prior to undertaking restoration of an orphaned oiltleld site-under

23 this Part. In such agreement the secretary shall accent and agree to specific

24 levels of monetary or other contribution towards the cost of restoring an

25 orphaned oilficld site by a party or parties who have operated or held a working

26 interest in such orphaned oilfield site. Upon entering into a site restoration

27 contribution agreement and following final payment b’ a party to the

28 i department of the contribution amount agreed to therein, the party shall be

J
29 deemed to have met their obligations under this Part and the secretary shall

30 have no right to recover costs incurred by the secretary, penalties, or other:
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/1 relief as contemplated in this Section. Mv party who has operated or held a

2 working interest in an orphaned oilfield site covered bs a site restoration

3 contribution agreement but has either failed to enter into such agreement or

4 failed to pa’ the department the agreed upon amount shall be liable for cost

5 recovery pursuant to this Section. The secretary shall have no right of action to

6 seek recovery of the costs contributed to restoration of an orphaned oilfield site

7 by another party pursuant to a site restoration contribution agreement. Site, -

8 restoration contribution agreements mai’ include provisions ::tesdNb&.

9 regulatory compliance and compliancewith obligations set forth in a state lease..

10 operating agreement, right of way, servitude or other contract associated With;

11 the orphaned oilfield site at issue.

12

13 §94. Penalties

14 A. Failure of a responsible party to comply with its obligation under this Part

15 may cause that responsible party to lose all rights of an operator under this Subtitle

16 in the state ofLouisiana. The a&it secretary may cancel forthwith any allowables

17 and deny any permits until restitution is received by cashiers check for costs

IS incurred by the azi$taflt secretary under this Part. Costs shall include without

19 limitation restoration costs, legal expenses, and interest. The fund shall be

20 reimbursed for any expenditures made on behalf of the oilfield site.

Li B.( 1) The assitant secretary may withhold any permit application under this1

22 Subtitle to the following:

23 * * *

24 (2) An individual or entity has committed a violation of Statewide Order

V

25 29-B if any one of the following has occurred:

26 * * *

27 (b) The asst&t secretary and the individual or entity have entcred into an

28 agreed order relating to the alleged violation and the individual or entity is not in

29 compliance or on a schedule for compliance with such order.

30 (3) The a,piz,tm.t secretary shall not deny the permit application if:
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1 * * *

2 C. In addition to the foregoing, any person found by the a L,tcmt secretary

3 to be in violation of any requirement of this PLy be liable for a civil penalty,

4 to be assessed by the aazitt secretary or court, of not more than twenty-five

5 thousand dollars for each day of the continued noncompliance.

6 * * *

7 §95. No inference of liability on the part of the state

8 * * *

9 B. The secretary, aS$t&Lt $ictaiy, the trust authority, or their agents, on

10 proper identification, may enter the land of another for purposes of site assessment

11 or restoration.

12 C. The trust authority, the secretary, dnd tIn. i.,tit and their

13 agentse not liable for any damages arising from an act or omission if the act or
‘V

14 omission is part of a good faith effort to carry out the purpose of this Part.

15 D. No party contracting with the Department of Conservation and Energy

16 atid Ntuwl offlcc of ‘ation, or the trust authority under the

17 provisions of this Part shall be deemed to be a public employee or an employee

18 otherwise subject to the provisions ofParts I through IV of Chapter 15 of Title 42 of

19 the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.

20 * * *

rMT’
21 PnrtVffl. WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

22 698.1. Legislative eclaration; Jurpose

23 A. The legislature declares that the management, protection, and.

24 development of water resources in the state are essential for nubile welfare,.

25 economic prosperity, and environmental sustainabiiity. To fulfill these

26 objectives, it is necessary to provide a framework for comprehensive water

27 resource management, balancing environmental needs with human and

28 economic activities. Accordingly, the legislature grants broad authority to the
qtt

29 Department of Conservation and Energy establish a comprehensive water

30 resource management program taldn into consideration the requirements,
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1 needs, and obligations of all stakeholden ofwater in the state of Louisiana. The
2 program shall be based on aood management practices, Sound science, and

‘N

3 economics accordin2 to generally accepted principles in those disciplines.

4 shall include as a coal the long-term sustainabilky of the state’s water resources

5 and of the state’s ecological welfare, while considering the economic value of the

6 state’s role in interstate commerce and the economic welfare of its citizens.

7 Further, it shall provide for the efficient administration in the utilization and

8 management of water resources, including the gathering of data related to the

9 state’s water resources. Thus, the state’s water resources shall be protected.

10 conserved, managed, and replenished in an effective manner with due regard

11 for the foregoing considerations and the best interest of all the citizens of the

12 state,

13 8. The legislature hereby recognizes the need for unifornifty in the

14 establishment of a comprehensive water resource management program.

15 Therefore, the state shall have exclusive lurisdiction over the management of
/

16 water resources and this Part shall supersede and preempt any rule. reailAtion

17 code, statute, or ordinance of any political subdivision or other unitof local

18 government. However, nothing contained in this Part shall be construed to deny

19 such locJgovernment the authority over siting facilities pursuant to any

20 general land use planning or zoning ordinance or to deny soil and water
/

21 L conservation districts powers granted pursuant to itS. 3:1208.
I

22 C. In accordance with the legislative intent provided in this Section, the

23 statewide water resource management program and any rule, re2ulation, or

24 order of the secretary shall recognize historic use of water resources in the state

25 and may incorporate the use of appropriate incentives to cncourage

26 conservation of water resources and the appropriate utilization of alternate

27 water supplies where appropriate. Consistent with the provisions of this
V

28 Chapter and in consultation with the secretary, the incentives and provisions of

29 alternate water resources may be provided by the state, or any local subdivision

30 thereof, by virtue of tax incentives, tax credits, and physical projects
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1 ir!inQrtinoor providing alternate water resources to existing water users and

2 by any private person with an interest in consening such water resources for

3 cuse.

4 98.2. Definitions

5 The department shall define through rules adonted in accordance with

6 the Administrative Procedure Act necessary terms relevant to. the

7 comprehensive water resource management program.

8 $983. Powers of the Department of Conservation and Energy

9 A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in
I—

10 earning out the provisions of this Part, the Department of Conservation and

11 Energy is exclusively empowered to do the following:

12 ) Prepare required forms and establish other procedures to wwern the

13 submission ofapplications. reports, and other information authorized to be sent

14 to the office as required by this Part.

15 (2) Upon presenting valid identification as an inspector for the

16 department enter upon and be given access at reasonable times and under

17 reasonable conditions to any premises for the purposes of inspecting waterwells

18 or surface water withdrawals under the jurisdiction of the department.

19 B. If the6ffic finds that compliance with all the requirements of this

V

20 Part would result in undue hardship, an exemption from any one or more of

21 such requirements may be granted by thiofr to the extent necessary to

22 ameliorate such undue hardship and to the extent such exemption can he

23 granted without impairing the intent and purpose of this Part.

24 $98.4. Regional districts; water resource management

25 A. The secretary may in consultation with the Natural Resources.

26 Commission promulgate rules and regulations for the appointment Or

27 designation of regional water distdc. which when so appointed may be

28 delegated the powers, authorities, and duties ofthe department forgroundwpter

29 or surface water resource management within the regional district.

r
30 B.In addition to its other powers and authorities established in law, the
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1 department is authothed to:

2 fjj_ Receive and collect water resource data and water use data

3 throughout the state.

4 (2) Cooperate with and enter into contracts or cooperative agreements

5 with other governmental units and agencies of this state, with goveflrnenad

6 agencies of other states and of the United States and wlthrlnieaenpegor

7 other water conservation distncts as necessary to I ifis4eproiiioia ofthls

8 Part

9 (3) Conduct studies and investigations of all problems concermnewater

10 resources in the state.

11 (4) Identif and protect water recharge areas

12 (5) Monitor and evaluate water resources mcludnw current and

13 protected demands, inventory the state’s water resources. idenUfrtcchnicsj

14 research and previously developed information on water. Identify future
.•.

15 potential deficit areas, study alternatives to surface water use hicludini

16 treatment, transmission systems, and reclamaboa.andmvesbgateineenftves for

17 conservatIon and thc.seofalternativcteckuoloeln includlninubhceducation

18 and conservatione’roçranis.

19 ce Promotewater conservation measures and best practices for water

20 resource sustainability.

21 S98.5. Comprehensive water resource plan

22 A. The department utilizing the Natural Resources Commission, shall

23 develop, implement. and periodically update a comprehensive statewide water

24 resource management Man, addressing current and future water demands, .

25 conservation strateties, infrastructure needs, environmental impacts. and

26 sustainable water management practices.

27 B. The comprehensive plan shall be developed through a transpáréñt

28 public process, including stakeholder input, interagency collaboration:and,

29 review by the Natural Resources Commission.

30 98.6. Enforcement and compliance

Page 93 of 227
Coding: Words which are sttack tluougli are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.



r
SB NO. 244

ENROLLED
1 department shall have the exclusive authority to enforce the

2 provisions of this Part consistent with its authority under law.

B. The department shall have the authority to collaborate with fedj,

4 state, and local agencies to ensure coordinated enforcement efforts.

5 498 7 Administrative renew and anneals

6 Ani party adversely affected by a decision or action of the dtØflment

7 under this Part shall be entitled to an administrative hearing in accordance with

8 rules adopted pursuant to the Administrative Protedure Act. Judicial review

9 shall be available following the exhaustion of administrative remedies

10 provided by law.

11 98.8. Immunity from liability

12 The department and its officers, employees, agents, and designated

13 representatives acting in the discharge of their duties under this çhapt,hall

14 be immune from civil liability for actions taken in good faith in compliance withc:

15 established rules and regulations.

16 $98.9. Cooperation with other agencies

17 The department is authorized to collaborate and enter into agreements

18 with local, state, federal, and private entities to facilitate efficient and effective

19 water resource management and conservation efforts.

20 S98.1O. Funding and financial assistance

21 The department may seek, receive, and administer funding. granitand

22 financial assistance from federal, state, local, and private sources to implement.

23 the obiectives of this hapter

24 98.11. Agricultural use exemption

25 Notwithstanding an; other provision of law to the contrary. nothfr&ih.

26 this Part shall be construed to impact, burden, or impose rceulato±it

27 requirements or fees upon agricultural water users. Aijricultural water use.

28 including but not limited to irrigation, livestock watering, and other customary

29 agricultural and horticultural purposes, shall be explicitly exempt from any
•1

30 regulaton or administrative oversight established pursuant to this Part.
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1 Participation in programs or initiatives establisbed in this Part bit agricultural

2 users shall be strictly voluntary and without a fee.

3 $98.12. Public water supply prioritization

4 I Notwithstandinaany other provision of law to the contrary, in carryinp
/5 out its authorities established by this Part the department shall prioridzeaád

6 protect the sustainabilitv of public water supplies in its nianafement and

7 reulatorv decisions, consisteutwith the policy established in R.S:38d097.6. In
I JS exercisinE its authority under this Part, the department shall ensure that no

9 repulaton’ or permitting action undermines or adverselt* jrnThcb the.

10 availabilih or quality of water necessary for public water supply qstems.

11 $98.13. Severability

12 If any provision of thiseror its application Is held invalid, the

13 invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications that can be given

14 effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end, the

15 tovisions of this
A ‘\T LY. LoKiAfi

severable.
A ficfl€fttA’iJ’ egAf(cvMre?JcA-nor’J

16
I t’Jt) 9QJAt. C TT.’4JC11otJ t<EMOJA1- roeAs—i

17 §101.2. Policy and purpose

18 A. The legislature finds and declares that it is in the public interest and withm

19 the police power of this state to establish a fishermen’s gear compensation and

20 underwater obstruction removal program and a fishermen’s gear compensation and

21 underwater obsnction removal dedicateddaccount to provide for the proper and I

22 timely identification, inventory, and removai of underwater obstructions that are a

23 hazard to navigation and commercial fishing in the state, and to compensate

24 commercial fishermen for damage to their fishing gear from the underwater

25 obstructions. The program and fund account shall be administered, for purposes of

26 fishermen’s gear compensation, by the acsistant secretary of the office of coastal

27 management and, for purposes of underwater obstruction, by the a.1tant secretary

28 of the offic Uf b..uLat $iyu, both Ith Department ofCppservation and Energy

29 n&Nptinal Rcsourccs.
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§101.3. Definitions
L4J

2 JAsed in this Pa the follong terms shall have the meanings cflbed to
4() —9( :)*them in this Section, unless the context or use clearly indicates otherwise:

* * *(7)__()t (‘3
C21 “aa,iStaitt s.cictaiy Secretary” means the aistrnt secretary of the office / ‘.j’

6 of COiti vatiyu th1 th Depaent of Conservation and Ener

7 Ryu1 or his authoñzed representatives.

8 * * +

P9 § 101.4. Fishermen’s Gear Compensation and Underwater Obstruction Removal

10 Program

11 A. The Fishermen’s Gear Compensation and Underwater Obstruction

1” Removal Program is hereby created within the office of the secretary of the

13 Department of Conservation and Encrgy aud N$u, 1 Rso and shall be

14 administered, for purposes of fishermen’s gear compensation, by the assistant

15 secretary of the office of coastal management and, for purposes of underwater

16 obstruction, by the secretary of tlic vffl ufoui vatiun.

17 B. The a$iStant secretary shall adopt rules and regulations, in accordance
J

18 with the Administrative Procedure Act, to implement the provisions of this Part and

19 to provide for procedures for the identification, inventory, and removal of

20 underwater obstructions to navigation and commercial fishing.

01 5 Powers of the secretary •121 . .

22 A. The powers of the secretary shall include without limitation the power to

23 do the following:

24 * * *

25 (2) Maintain all supervisory and fiscal responsibility imposed under the
-z

26 provisions of this Part u.n. uot scifl..1ly conlèitcd uputi tin.. aaitaiLt

27 Sectdary.

—____

* * *

29

_

1 6 Powers of the a.,siataiit secretary j

30 A. The powers of th; air,tuit secretary shall include without limitation the
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power to do the following:

2 * * *

3 B. The aforementioned powers shall be in addition to and shall not limit the

4 powers conferred on the itt secretary in other provisions in this 1tle or any

5 other pertinent provision of any state or federal law or regulation.

6 §101.7. Contracts; parties

7 A. A contract for obstruction removal shall require a cash bond, performance

8 bond, or other equivalent surety instrument approved by the aoitit secretanand

9 shall require a formal bid process. A project which the asaitcuit secretary has

10 declared in writing to be an emergency may employ a written and thoroughly

11 documented informal bidding procedure in which bids are received from at least

12 three biddcrs. All such contracts shall be reviewed prior to execution by the

13 secretary, and all informally bid contracts shall be reviewed by the

14 secretary of the division of administration.

15 * * *

16 §101.8. Liability

17 The secretary rn th. ass6taut ccty shall not be liable for any damages

18 arising from ax act or omission if the act or omission is part of a good faith effort to

19 carry out the purpose of this Part.

20 § 101.9. Fishermens Gear Compensation and Underwater Obstruction Removal

21 Dedicated Fund Account

22 * * *

23 D. The monies in the account may be disbursed and expended pursuant to the

24 authority and direction ofthe <.,i.tant secretary for the following purposes and uses:

25 (1) Any underwater obstruction identification, inventory, or removal

26 conducted by the offi. f Cvici vatoii department pursuant to this Part.

27 (2) The administration of this Part by the fflc of consci v&tiui; department

28 in an amount not to exceed two hundred thousand dollars in any fiscal year.

29
* * *

30 § 101. iOtst&1t secicty<Secretan annuatrepoft to the legislature
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A. The a$sist1 secretai-v shall submit to the Senate Committee on Natural

2 Resources and the House Committee on Natural Resources and Environment before

3 March first an annual report that reviews the extent to which the program has

4 enabled the assist1t secretary to better protect the navigable waters and commercial

5 fishing of the state and enhance the income of the find.

6 B. The asss1t secretarys annual reports shall include:

7 * * *

8 §101.13. Disbursement of funds; eligibility; hearings

9 A. Payments may be disbursed by the aist&it secretary from the dedicated

10 fund account to compensate commercial fishermen for actual property damage

11 suffered as a result of hitting or snagging an obstruction or hazard in the territorial

12 waters of the state within the boundaries established for the find but shall not be

13 extended to speculative loss such as anticipated profit or income.

14 B. In order to be eligible to receive reimbursement from the account, a

15 commercial fisherman shall show that the commercial fisherman has a valid claim.

16 A valid claim shall be established by the hearing examiner, based on evidence that

17 the following conditions have been met:

18 * * *

19 (2) The fisherman made a report to the as1stant secretary on the location of

20 the obsuction posunarked within ninety days of the loss. If go cae is sho,

21 the secretary, when there are extenuating circumstances, may waive the ninety-day

22 limit on the reporting period, such waiver period not to exceed fo-five days.

23 * * *

V V

24 C. Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsections A and B of this Section, no

25 payment:

26 * * *

27 (4) Shall be made for any claim at a site that has been certified by the

28 a$StmIt secretary ofth offl tion f1 the Department of Conservation

29 and Energy mid Natna1 Rsowc as having been cleared under the provisions of
J

30 this Part. Once a site has been cleared under the Louisiana Fishermens Gear
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Compensation and Underwater Obstruction Removai Program, the assitauit secretary

2 shall certif5’ that the site of at least two hundred yards in diameter is free of

3 obstructions, and future claims at a site so certified shall be denied. Whenever four

4 or more claims are reported after a site has been certified as clear, the site shall be

5 revisited and the new or leftover obstruction shall be located and, if the department

6 determines it is feasible, removed.

7 * * *

8 § 101 .14. Facilities reports; survey of obstruction; labeling

9 A. The assistant secrctary shall prepare a detailed file of all structures and

10 facilities located on state waterbottoms within the boundaries of the dedicated fund

11 account. In developing the file, the secretary may require the owners and operators

12 of state mineral leases and pipeline rights-of-way to furnish information relative to

13 the location, description, and nature of facilities, both active and abandoned, on and

14 beneath the states waterbottoms.

15 B. The a,iStthIt secretary shall establish and classi’ all potential hazards to

16 commercial fishing caused by oil and gas exploration, development, and production

17 activities in Louisiana waters, including all obstructions on the bottom, throughout

18 the water column, and on the surface.

19 * * *

20 § 103.1. Operators and producers to report to owners of unleascd oil, ‘oHne

21 interests

22 A. Whenever there is included within a drilling unit, as authorized by the

23 coii;ui.t Of COi vatiost secretan, lands producing oil, gas, brine, or any

24 combination thereof upon which the operator or producer has no valid oil, gas, or

I I I25 mineral lease, the operator or producer shall issue the following reports to the owners

26 of the interests by a sworn, detailed, itemized statement:

27 * * * r
28 § 121. State Mineral and Energy Board created; composition and powers

/
29 A. The State Mineral and Energy Board, as created by Act No.93 of the 1936

30 Regular Session of the Legislature, is hereby continued. The board shall be

I
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1 composed of the governor and the scciutaiy pilersecretarv of the Department of
2 Conservation and Energy and NatULal Rc,our.., ex officio, and nine members

3 appointed by the governor. Each appointment by the governor shall be submitted to
4 the Senate for confirmation. Six members shall constitute a quorum.

5 * 4 *

6 C. The governor shall be ex officio chairman or may designate the board to

7 elect its chairman to serve for two years. The board shall be a body corporate with

8 power to sue and be sued. The domicile of the board shall be in Baton Rouge and it

9 shall possess, in addition to the powersn granted, all of the usual powers

10 incident to corporations. If the governor serves as ex officio chairman, in case of a

t11 tie, the vote of the governor shall determine the issue. If the governor has designated

12 the board to elt its crman, the chalrman may vote only once on any motio The I -

13 deputy secretary or the m1d1 it&y of thc Dt11t t,f Ei11y 1d Natujal

14 Rsou1-c director of the office of state resources may serve as a proxy member

15 of the board in the absence of the tn.tuy undersecretary with fhll authority to act

16 for the Stiy undersecretan as a member of the board.

17 D. The board shall administer the state’s proprietary interest in minerals4

18 water resources as herein provided. The governor may appoint to the board

19 members engaged in the industry and related business activity which members and

20 which board shall be subjectto the provisions ofR.S. 42:1101 through.S.4?i18.

I
21 * * *

22 I24.1. Confidential information

23 A. Information submitted to the hoard, the office of mineral resources..

24 or the office of state resources as part of a bid or proposal for the right to

25 explore, develop, or utilize public property may be deemed confidential and

26 withheld from public disclosure by the board or office if disclosure of such

27 information would be reasonably likely to:

28 (1) Reveal technical, operational, or fmancial details to be used in—thebid

29 or proposai: and

30 (2) Give any advantage to a competitor.
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