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HOUSE BILL NO. 686 (Substitute for House Bill No. 511 by Representative Owen)

BY REPRESENTATWES OWEN, AMEDEE, BAYHAM, BILLINGS, DICKERSON,EDMONSTON, FIRMENT, HORTON, SCHAMERHORN, SPELL, ThOMPSON,VENTRELLA, AND WILDER

AN(T

To amend andreenaetRS.24:7(3) andto eLctR.S. 24:51(9), 53(K), 53.1, and 53.2, KS.

339664@), and R.S.69?74(I), rela,pLe to lobbying on behalfof foreign adversaries;

to provide for the definition ,cf(a foreign adversary; to provide for additional

lgbbying disclosure requirñents for a foreign adversary; to provide for penalties;

to provide for mlesad regulations; to provide for an electronic database

administered by e’board of ethics; to provide relative to lobbying on behalf of

designated forein corporations; to provide for data sharing and public access of
/

records; to.4rovide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
/

Be it enacted.bS’ the Legislature of Louisiana:

S ction 1. R.S. 24:57(3) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 24:51(9), 53(K),

53yid 53.2 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

§51. Definitions

When used in this Part:
(‘)-&) =(I)-(2

* * *

()(q)

() 91 ‘Forein adversary’ means! 4—,

>2’ .Pindividual, corporation, or government identified as a foreign

adversary in 15 CFR Part 791.4, as revised, and identified in the database

maintained by the United States Department ofthe Treasury, office of foreign assets

control.

(b) “Foreign adversary” shall not include any entity that is the subject of. or

covered by, a qualified divestiture pursuant to the Protecting Americans from

Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications

Pagelofs
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HB NO. 686 ENROLLED

1 to) “Foreign adversary” shall not include am’ entity where that entity, or any

2 corporate parent or affiliate of that entity, holds an active registration on the United

3 States General Services Administration’s (GSA) SAM.gov federal procurement

4 system.

5 * * *

6 §53. Registration of lobbyists with the board; compilation of information

7 * * 4

/8 K. Any person who reRisters pursuant to this Part and who engages in
I /

9 iobbving on behalf of a foreign adversaw, as defined in R.S. 2:5 1 shall also register
/

10 as provided in R.S. 24:53.1.

11 i53.1• Foreign adversaries; disclosure

12 A. Any person who lobbies on behalf of a foreign adversary as defined in

13 R.S. 24:5 41ha11. before engaging in lobbying activity in Louisiana on behalf of

14 a foreiun adversary, file a disclosure with the board on a form prescribed by the

15 board, which shall include, at a minimum, the following:

16 (1) The name and office address of the person.

17 (2) The name of the foreign adversary represented by the person.

18 3) A description ofthe business activity ofthe foreign adversary represented

19 by the person, if applicable.

20 (4) An identification of the matters on which the person expects to conduct

21 lobbying on behalf of the foreign adversary.

22 B. The Board of Ethics shall post on its website on the internet a list of all

23 persons who have failed to file or failed to timely file a disclosure pursuant to this

/24 Section.

25 C. The board shall provide information about disclosures filed pursuant to

26 this Section throuch aweb portal maintained on the board’s website. The ponal shall

27 contain the information about the registrant and the registrant’s activities within the

28 state. The board shall publish each disclosure flied pursuant to this Stion on the

29 board’s website
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1 D. The board may send to and receive data from government officials in
2 other states in order to increase the transparency and registration compliance of
3 agents of foreign adversaries that operate in multiple states.

4 B. The board may promulgate rules Pursuant to the Administrative Procedure
/ /5 Act as necessary to carry out the provisions of this Section.

6 F. Any change in information previously submitted in a disclosure pursuant

7 to this Section shall be reported to the board through a supnlemental disclosure

8 within ten days following the change.

9 53.2 Designated foreign corporations: disclosure

10 A. Any person who lobbies on behalf of a foreign corporation or any entity

11 whose headquarters or principal place of business is located in a nation or country
/

12 identified in 15 CFR Part 791.4. as revised from time to time, shall disclose at a

13 minimum, the following information:

14 (1 )The name of the foreign corporation represented by the person.p.,
15 (2 )The nation under whose laws the corporation is incorporated or organized.Ac.

1 6 (3 )Where the corporation has its principal place of business.

17 (4)Where the corporation is primarily located if not in the United States

8 which shall include the permanent mailing office address of the foreign corporation.

19 (5) A description of the business activity of the foreign corporation

20 represented by the person.

21 (6) An identification of the matters on which the person expects to conduct

22 lobbying business on behalf of the foreign corporation.

23 B. The Board of Ethics shall post on its website on the internet a list of all

24 persons who have failed to file or failed to timely file a disclosure pursuant to this

25 Seclon.

26 C. The board shall provide information about disclosures filed pursuant to
7

27 this Secion through a web portal maintained on the board’s website. The portal shall

28 contain the information about the registrant and the registrant’s activities within the

/
29 state. The board shall publish each disclosure filed pursuant to this Section on the

30 board’s website.
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1 D. The board may send to and receive data from government officials in
2 other states in order to increase the transparency and registration compliance of
3 lobbyists of foreign corporations that operate in multiple states.

4 E. The board may promulgate rules pursuant to the Administrative Procedure/ /5 A& as necessary to carry out the provisions of this Sec’ion.

6 F. Any change in information previously submitted in a disclosure pursuant/7 to this Section shall be reported to the board through a supplemental disclosure

8 within ten days following the change.

9 * * *

10 §57. Administration

V11 The board, in performance of its duties under this Part, shall:

12 * * *

13 (3) Establish and maintain access to a searchable electronic database

14 available to the public via the ,lntemet.

15 (b) The database shall contain the reports, registration, and other information

16 required to be filed pursuant to this Part.

17 * * *

---18 Seetlen-2-—R8A349664(H)-I&-hereby-4naeted-to-read-as-follewr-——-—”

19 §9664. Registration of lobbyists with the ethics board; compilation of information

20 * * *

1/

21 1-1. A.nv person who registers nursuant to this Chapter and who enLa1!es in
/

22 lobbviniz on behalf ofa foreign adversary as defined in R.S. 24:51 shall also register
V

23 as provided in R.S. 24:53.1.

24 _Sctioa3Sr494rheebyeaetete-read&fo11ews——

25 §74. Registration of lobbyists with the ethics board; compilation of information

26 * * *

27 1. Any person who registers pursuant to this Part and who engages in

28 lobbvinu on behalfof a foreign adversary as defined in P_S. 24:51 shall also reuistec

29 as provided in R.S. 24:53.1.
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I

2

days following the effective date of this Act.

Section 4. Any person who is engaged in lobbying on behêof a foreign adversary
q cc zozc, Mo. 34, /ff: (a/II2o2con the effective date ofthis Act shall file a disclosure pursuant to/his Act no later than thirty

/
/

Section 5. This Act shall become effective on December 1, 2025.

U4ctc202

SPEAKER OrT1E HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRES9(T OF THE SEN T

/
/‘GOVERN A OF LOUISNA

APPROVEIY -

- we 2o, 2n
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SENATE BILL NO. 71

BY SENATORS FOIL, CLOUD, EDMONDS, MIGUIEZ, SELDERS, STINE ANDWOMACK

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)O) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. $tat Lw httttaflc
PRINTEfl’S COPY

NO DTU
CIa:sIficsan c 24

1 AIXCT ccr’4 rGci,8

2 To amend and reenact R S 174001 and/S iWs 14(I), relative to the Louisiana Charter

3 School Start-Up Loan Fund; to eyand the authorized uses and purposes ofthe fluid;

4 to rename the fund; to rovidefrr the administration, investment, and disposition of

5 monies in the fund; to estai,lish eligibility criteria; to authorize the division of

6 administration to entey’ into contracts and agreements; to authorize the

7 reimbursement of adr4nistrative expenses; to provide for requirements and

8 limitations; to requi certain loan agreements; to provide for the terms of loan

9 agreements; to pro ide for the transfer of assets in certain circumstances; to provide

10 for audit requir ents; to require eligible charter schools to submit a supplemental

11 reporting se dule; to provide for definitions; to provide an effective date; and to

12 provide f related matters.

13 Be it enacted y the Legislature of Louisiana:

14 SØon 1. R.S. 17:4001 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

15 §4001. Louisiana Charter School Start-Up and Expansion Loan Fund; creation;

16 purpose; distribution

17 A.W The Louisiana Charter School Start-Up and Expansion Loan Fund,

18 hereafter referred to as the “find”, is hereby created within the state treasury for the

19 puoses of providing a source for funding 11-I11L1t loans to assist b0th

201 &1d ncw T,c 1, Type 2,01 Typc 3 c1cr schools th iti StUp d1n and

21 f1 fl11ding th ainLdst.at.c and 1cal copt acniatcd 1th tL. hnti hool

22 yiug.ani elhñble charter schools to expand cxistin2 operations and facilities or

231 establish new operations and facilities with initial stan-up funding, including

Page 1 of8
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I SBNO7I1 ENROLLED
approve the loan portion of any Type-2 jjgjj1e charter school’s budget proposal if

2 the background checks required by the state board reveals that any person principal
3 to the charter school proposal has been convicted of any felony related to
4 misappropriation of finds or theft.

5 f7lfa) If the charter agreement of any elkible charter school is revoked
6 or the school ceases to operate during the term of the loan agreement and the

7 loan is not fully repaid, all cash assets, equipment property, facilities or othcr

8 physical assets purchased or constructed with loan funds shall be transferred

9 in accordance with the loan agreement and the rules adopted by the division of

10 administration.

11 (b) The state may, by suit, action, mandamus, or other proceedings,

12 protect and enforce any rights to assets or security provided in connection with

13 a loan agreement authorized pursuant to this Section.

14 E. Eligible charter schools shall comply with applicable laws related to

15 public bids for the erection, construction, alteration, improvement or repair of

16 a public facility or immovable property pursuant to R.S. 17:3996(8)119).

17 F. The division of administration shall submit an annual report to the

18 legislature, on or before December thirty-first, relative to fund activities for the

19 prior fiscal year, including but not limited to the following:

20 (jj The number of loan applications filed in the preceding year.

21 (2) The number of loans executed in the preceding year, the amounts

22 loaned to each eligible charter school, and the total amount of Joan funds

23 expended in accordance with the provisions of this Setion.

24 (3) The collection rate of the loans.

25 (4) The balance of the fund at the tune such report is submitted and the

26 viability of the fund at that time.

27 (5) An evaluation of fmancial accountability measures and the

28 i effectiveness of the loan program.

29 SeeticTr2EtSr245r4U7Tsereflttdtdand4eeflaCWtWscAL&UWS&

30 §5 14. Sworn annual financial statements; actuarial valuations; examinations
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L * * *

2 .Uj The annual financial statements of city, parish, and other local public
3 schoo’ boards shall be accompanied by such schedules ofperformance and statistical

data as may be developed by the legislative auditor and legislative staff; with

5 assistance from the state Department of Education, and approved by the House

6 Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education. Such performance

7 and statistical data shall be the subject ofassurances provided as part ofthe financial

8 statement audits oflocal school boards to ensure that the information is complete and

9 accurate. The assurances provided on such performance and statistical data shall be

10 used for reporting to the legislature by the Department of Education. As an integral

11 part of the legislative auditor’s annual audit of the financial statements of the state

12 of Louisiana, he shall review the Department of Education’s compilation of the

13 performance and statistical data, as reported by the local school boards, within the

14 annual financial and statistical report of the department.

15 (2) The annual financial statements of eligible charter schools receiving

16 loans as provided in itS. 17:O1 shall be accompanied by a supplemental

17 schedule developed by the leeislative auditor, which shall include but not be

18
L

limited to the following:

19 (a) Details on the approved loan, including total amounts of the loan,

20 payments made, and outstanding balances.

21 (b) The amount expended on tangible items such as equipment,

22 technoJov, and instructional materials.

23 (c) The amount expended on land acquisition and facility

24 predevelopnicnt and development costs, including construction hard and soft

25 costs.

26 (d) The amount expended on facility acquisition, ugrade. repairs, and

27 othcr eligible renovations.

28 (e) The amount expended for any other purposes approved by the

29 division ofadministration that are related to the start-up, operation, expansiona..

30 or renovation of the eligible charter school.

Page7of8
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Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon sign e by the governor or, if not
2 signed by the governor, upon expiration ofthe time for bills tc become law without signature
3 by the governor, as provided by Article IIJ, Section 18 oMhe Constitution of Louisiana. If
4 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by tl1e legislature, this Act shall become

5 effective on the day following such approval.

It

PRES NT THE SENATE

APPROVED:

W LOUISIANA

eo, n’
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SENATE BILL NO.41

BY SENATORS BARROW, BOUDREAuX, BOUIE, CARTER, CATHEY, CONNICK
HODGES, JACKSON-ANDpws JENKINS, LAMBERT, LUNEAUMCMAIH, MIZELL, PRICE, SELDERS, STINE AND WOMACICAND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, BAYHAM, BERAULT
BILLINGS, BOYD, BRYANT, CARVER, CI-JASSION, CHENEVERT
DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, ECHOLS, FISHER, HILFERTY
HUGHES, ILLG, JACKSON, KNOX, LARVADAIN, LYONS:MARCELLE, MCMAHEN, MENA, NEWELL, PHELPS, SPELL.
TAYLOR AND WALTERS

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. State Law n:tft,te
PRINTr’s COPY

Ed2sTo: A-CL

_________

Note: A1fAcf1ep €DIrCflQ€r

1 ANACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 1431.3(A), the introductory paragraph of R.S.15587.1(C),

3 587 1 (C)(l), and 1110 3(H), the introductory paragraph of R Sj’171 7(B) and

4 8.7(B)(]), 15(A)(1)(a), (b)O)(bb) and (cc), and (b)Oi) and (2)(a)( through (v), (D),

5 and (E), 16(A), 24.8(A) and (B)(2), 407.33(5), 407.35(A), 407.42(A)(2) and

6 (B)(l)(b), 407.46(A)(1), 407.71(A), 443(B)(1), 493(C)f,k5 and 3996(B)(28), R.S.

7 24:525(D), R.S. 40:2008.10(A)(3) and 2019(F)(’Yb), R.S. 46:51.2(A)(1)(b).

8 56(F)(l), (4)(c), (10)(b)(i). and (11), and 1414.lço),,Cifi &‘CàdA.rt. 116(2.1)

9 and (2.2), 603(4)(a) and (17)(d), 603.1(B)(610(A), (E)(1) and (2), and (H),

10 612(A)(3), 615(B)(2), (3), and (5), the’introductory paragraph of 615(E) and

11 615(E)(1) and (4)(a) and (F), 616(B)/he introductory paragraph of616(D), 616(E)

12 and (H), and 616.1.1(A) and,,y’nact R.S. 17:15(A)(1)(b)(i)(dd) and (2)(a)(vi),

13 407.41, and 3996(B)(82), C,p4dren’s Code Art. 603(1 7)(1) through (o) and 610(I) and

14 Clvii CodS Art. 2315 .9%elative to child welfare; to provide for review of the state

15 central registry fo school employees; to provide for reporting recordation on the

16 state central r isfrv; to provide for the licensure of early learning centers; to provide

17 for chfld ‘elfare and safety minimum standards for prekindergarten programs; to

Page 1 of32
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1 provide for child abuse and neglect determinations; to’provide for definitions in the
2 Children’s Code; to provide for mandatory r7rting training; to provide for
3 procedures for reporting child abuse and negl4 to provide for the responsibility of

4 the Department of Children and Family Set’ices to respond to reports; to provide for

5 investigations of child sexual abuse/n a school setting; to provide for liability for

6 damages caused by sexua1,P in a school setting; and to provide for related

7 matters.

8 Be it enacted by the Legi ture of Louisiana:

9 Section 1. . 14:91.3(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

10 §91.3. Unlawffil participation in a child-related business

11 A. No person who has been convicted of or who has pled guilty or nob
V12 contendere to, an offense listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C) or whose name is recorded on

13 the Department of Children and Family Services’ state central reaistn’ on or

14 after Au2ust 1, 2018, shall own, operate, or in any way participate in the governance

15 of any early learning center as defined by R.S. 17:407.33, residential home as

16 defined by R.S. 46:1403, or residence in which child care services are provided by

17 a family child care provider or in-home provider who is registered pursuant to R.S.
V

18 17:407.61 et seq.

19 * * *

20 Section 2. The introductory paragraph_ofr1(. 15:587.1(C), 587.1(C)(1), and

21 1110.3(H) are hereby aine dreenactedto read as follows:

22 §587.1. Provision of information to protect children

23 * * *

/ /
24 C. The provisions ofR.S. 15:825.3, R.S. 17:8.9, 15,407.42, and 407.71, R.S.

/
25 46:51.2 mid 1441.1], and Children’s Code Article 424.1 shall govern the

26 employment of persons who have been convicted of, or pled guilty or nob

27 contendere to, any of the following crimes:
V

28 (1) R.S. 14:30, R.S. 14:30.1, R.S. 14:31, R.S. 14:32,6 through R.S. 14:32.8,

29 R.S. 14:41 throughR.S. 14:45, ItS. 14:46.2 throh R.S. 14:46.4, R.S. 14:74,R*

30 14.78, ItS. 14.78.1, R.S. 14:79.1, ItS. 14:80 through R.S. 14:86, R.S. 14:89, R.S.
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permanent bus operator shall not be placed on administrative leave without pay
2 unless the bus operator has been arrested for a violation of the following: R.S. 14:42

3 through 43.5, 80 through 81.5. any other sexual offense affecting minors, any of the
V4 crimes provided in R.S. 15:587.1, or anyjt€€ed substantiated complaint of child

5 abuse or neglect on file in the central registry pursuant to Children’s Code Article

6 615.

7 * * *

8 §3996. Charter schools; exemptions; requirements

9 * * *

10 B. Notwithstanding any state law, rule, or regulation to the contrary and

11 except as may be otherwise specifically provided for in an approved charter, a

12 charter school established and operated in accordance with the provisions of this

13 Chapter and its approved charter and the school’s officers and employees shall be

14 exempt from all statutory mandates or other statutory requirements that are

15 applicable to public schools and to public school officers and employees except for

16 the following laws otherwise applicable to public schools with the same grades:

17 * * *

18 (28) Reporting by a school employee employed by the governing authority

19 of a public elementary or secondary school of his arrest for one or more of the
V

20 specified offenses relative to sexual morality affecting minors, R.S. 17:16, any ofthe

21 crimes provided in R.S. 15:587.1, or any jutmcd substantiated

22 Jgion of child abuse or neglect on file in the central registry pursuant to Article

23 615 of the Children’s Code.

24 * * *

25 (82) Child health and safe minimum standards, R.S. 17:407.41.

* * *

27 Section 4. R.S. 24:525(D) is hereby ame enacted to read as follows:

28 §525. State chi d ombudsman; duties

29 * * *

Djfl Any state agency having responsibility for the custody or care of

Page 15 of32
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1 children shall provide monthly notice to the state child ombudsman of the death of’
2 a child in its custody or care.

3 (2) The Department of Children and Family Services shaft notify the
4 state child ombudsman within three business days of receiving information on
5 the death of any child that had been reported to the department for alleged
6 child abuse or neulect.

8 ndand

9 reenacted to read a

10 §2008.10. Therapeutic group homes licensed by the Louisiana Department of

11 Hcalth; state central registry of child abuse and neglect; criminal

12 background checks

13 A.

14 * * *

15 (3) The therapeutic group home shall request information from the

16 Department of Children and Family Services as to whether the individuals name is

17 recorded on the state central registry as a perpetrator for a justified substantiated

18 finding of abuse or neglect of a child.

19 * * *

20 §2019. Child death investigation

21 * * *

22 F. Records; confidentiality; prohibited disclosure and discovery.

23 * 4 4

24 (3)

251 * * *

26 (b) No information, document, or record obtained by the state panel or any

27 local or regional panel or its agent from the Department of Children and Family

28 Services involving a report which results in an inconclusive ,stiflcd, Ui invalid

29 insubstautiated finding pursuant to Childrens Code Article 615 shall be

30 included or referenced in any manner in any report or other document issued or
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- - 1 petition involving this report shall be added to the central registry.

2 * * *

3 H. The department may charge a fee, that shall not exceed twenty-five
4 dollars, to conduct a search of the state central registry of justified substantiated

5 abuse or neglect reports to determine whether an individuals name is recorded

6 therein. A search shall be allowed only when specifically authorized. The fee shall

7 not apply to searches for school employees couducted pursuant to R.S. 17:15.

8 * * *

9 Art. 616.1.1. Appeal and review; correction of central registry entries; procedure

10 A. When a report alleging abuse or neglect is dct...11i11,.d Li be jut&d

11 substantiated by the department, the individual who is or was the subject of the

12 determination may make a formal written request to the division of administrative

13 law for an administrative appeal of the juatificd substantiated determination, in

14 accordance with the procedures set forth in Title 67 of the Louisiana Administrative

15 Code.

16 * * *

17 Section 8 Civil Code Art 2315 l2is hereby
-. .

_actedso-i’ea&afl1lows:

18 Art. 2315.1,1. Liability for damages caused by child sexual abuse in a school

19 setting

20 Any parent or guardian of a child who is the victim of sexual abuse in a

I 0/
21 I school setting as defined in Children’s Code Article 610 may be awarded

22 damages including but not limited to medical expenses incurred as a result of C

23 the sexual abuse. behavioral health expenses incurred as a result of the sexual

24 H abuse, reimbursement of any tuition paid for attendance at the school if the

25 child is removed from the school, and any other damages allowed by law.

026 Section 9(A) The state central registry checks for all school ernplyee applicants 2,jrActczoac, Mo. 4c’9J
27 required by this Act snail apply to any person hired on or aflerAtgust 1,2025.

IiI—

28 (B) All early learning centers and prekindertarten programs shall be in compliance

H29 with the child safety and welfariniiuandards provided for in RS. 17:407.41 no later

30 than October 1,20 .
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I (C) All prekindergarten programs requhing lieensuie as an early learning centerjrAc:.:cMo.4L1i /2 pursuant to this Act shall apply for licensure no later than,danuary 1, 2026.

3 (D) The mandato repofler training repoft pro4ed for in Children’s Code Anicle ) Q
4 603.1 shall be submitted to the Department of Eduéation beginning with the 2026-20275>

/ 572t5 schoolyear. / -

I jAAczozMo.4o1J 76 Section 10. This Act shall be known aM may be cited as “Charlie’s Law”.

I,!
PRESIDEN THE NATE

/
SPEAKER 01t THE SE REPRESENTATIVES (3

/ GOV TB S

APPROVED:

___________
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