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2 To enact R.S. 17:416.24 and 3996(B)(89))Iative to mental health screenings in schools;

3 to authorize public schools to o,$ annual mental health screenings for students; to

4 require notification ofpare,(to provide for parental consent; to provide for duties

5 ofthe Louisiana Dep ent ofHealth; to provide for confidentiality; and to provide

6 for related matter

7 Be it enacted by the egislature of Louisiana:

8 H Sectio I.R.S. 17:416.24 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

9 t416.24. Mental health screenings

10 A. Each city, parish, or other local public school board may offer mental

11 health screenings for all students in grades ldndergarten through twelve during

12 the first semester of the school year. If a board offers such screenings, each

13 school under its jurisdiction shall comply with the provisions of this Section

14 relative to the administration of such screeninE

15 B. The school shall notify the parent or legal guardian of each student

16 that screenings are being offered and shall give the parent or legal guardian the

17 option to consent in writing to the screening. A school shall not conduct a

18 mental health screening on a student whose parent or legal guardian has not

19 consented to the screening, unless the student has reached the agc of majority
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or is an emancipated minor and independently consents in writing to the

2 screening. The school shall identify the screening tool beini used and include

3 this information on the parental consent form with information on how to

4 access the tool on the school or district’s website.

5 C. If the results of a student’s screening indicate a potential mental

6 health condition, the school shall notify the student’s parent, legal guardian, or

7 the student if he has reached the age of majority or is an emancipated minor of

8 the results and provide a list of resources available to the student in the school

9 or community.

10 D. The Louisiana Department of Health shall select mental health

11 screening tooLs appropriate to the provisions of this SecIn and provide such

12 tools at no cost to each city, parish, and other local public school board.

13 E. Results of the screcnings shall be confidential and shall not be sub ject

14 to disclosure except to the student’s parent legal guardian, or the student if he

15 has reached the age of majority or is an emancipated minor. Within thirty days

16 foLlowing notification of the parent, legal guardian, or the student if he has

17 reached the age of majority or is an emancipated minor, the mental health

18 screening data collected by a school shall be destroyed. No school or vendor

19 shall collect metadata when conducting such screenings.

20 F. No city, parish, or other local public school board shall use the results

21 of any mental health screening to make any decision relating to student

22 instruction, academic opportunities, or discipline.

23 G. There shall be no cause of action against the public school governing

24 authority, or any employee thereof, related to the results of the screening

V
25 provided for in this Section.

V
26 H. The provisions of this Section are subject to the approval and funding

27 by the school board of a city, parish, or other local public school system.

28 Section 2. R.S. 17:3996(R)(89Jc1,ercbyeacted to rcq4 a

29 §3996. Charter schools; exemptions; requirements

30 * * *
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B. Notwithstanding any state law, rule, or regulation to the contrary and

except as may be otherwise specifically provided for in an approved charter, a

charter school established and operated in accordance with the provisions of this

Chapter and its approved charter and the school’s officers and employees shall be

exempt from all statutory mandates or other statutory requirements that are

applicable to public schools and to public school officers and employees except for

the following laws otherwise applicable to public schools with the same grades:

()
* * *

Mental health scrcenins, R.S. 17:416.24.

* * *
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SENATE BILL NO. 160 CIg;sIlIC&taa 11
BY SENATOR CATHEY

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

1 AVCT

2 To enact R.S. 66.1, relative to transy2tation means of students in public schools; to

3 provide for Iransportation 74rk companies to transport students to and from

4 school; to provide for c in requirements for transporting students; to provide for

5 documentation of ps; and to provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by th egislature of Louisiana:

7 Sec!je’I. R.S. 17:166.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

8 166.1. School transportation of students; alternative means of transportation

9 A. Notwithstandjn2 any provisions of law to the contrary, a citv.narisb.

10 i or other local public school board may contract with a transportation network

11 company to transport students under the age of ei2hteen to or froma school or

12 school-related or sanctioned activit when the transportation networkcomósnv

13 is in compliance with this SecfIn and meets the following reauiremeuts:

14 (1) The driver is at least twenty -one years of a2e and possesses a valid

15 Louisiana driver’s license for a minimum of threevears.

16 (2) The driver has underaone a background check process which

17 includes:

18 (a) A national and state fingerprint-based criminal baek2roundcheck

19 throuth the Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information in the office of
-

20 state police pursuant to R.S. 15:587.1 and R.S. 17:15(AWI)(c).

21 (b) A clear Louisiana child abuse and neglect screen.

22 (3) The company shall provide child safety education to the driver.sto:

23 include:

24 (a) Safe drivin2 practices.

25 (b) First aid and cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).

26 (c) Special considerations for transportinfi youth with disabilities.

27 Id) Safe pick-up and drop-off procedures.
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(c1 Laws on proper child restraint systems.

2 j4fl’he company shall implement a technology-enabled solution that:

3 (a) Provides end-to-end viability of the ride and Global Positioning

4 System (GPS) tracking of the ride in real-time for the company, the passenger’s

5 legal guardian, and, if different from the legal guardian, the person or entit

6 who scheduled the ride.

7 (l) Monitors the ride in real-time for safety-related anomalies.
p

8 re) Provides the Passenger’s le2al cuardian with the abihb to contactik

9 driver and the company directly.

10 (5) The company shall implement ride-tracking technoloav thaiallows

• for the detection of the following driving behaviors:

12 (a)Deviceuse.

13 (b) Speeding.

14 Ce) Hard turning.

15 (d)Hardbraking.

1 6 Ce) Hard acceleration.

17 (f) Collision detection.

18 (6) The company shall ensnre that vehicles used to provide these services

19 arc:

20 (a) Vehicles originally designed for not more than eight passengers.

21 including the driver.

22 (b) No more than thirteen years old.

23 (ci Inspected annually by a mechanic.

24 (7) A driver shall complete and document a daily pre-trip inspection

25 before providing a ride pursuant to a contract under this Section. The driver.

26 on the pre-tri inspection, shall:

27 (a) List any defects or deficiencies which would affect the safefr.Of

28 operation of the vehicle.

29 (b) If no defects or deficiencies are discovered b’. or reported to the

30 driver, the documented inspection shall so indicate.
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I (8) Prior to performint services provided under this Seion. any noted

2 defects or deficiencies listed in the annual or documented pre-trip vehicle

3 inspection shall be repaired or corrected.

4 (9) The company shall maintain commercial automotive insurance that

5 does not contain an exclusion for the transportation of an unaccompanied

6 minor.

7 (10) The company shall publish an annual safety report on its website.

8 B. Any rules promulgated by the department consisteutwith this Secon,

9 and the contract between the transportation network company and a city,

10 parish, or other local public school board, shall exclusively govern the services
VII arranged by the company under this Section.

12 Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signawre by the gove or or, if not

13 signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law wi ut signature

14 by the governor, as provided by Article Ill, Section 18 of the Constitutio of Louisiana. If

15 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature,%s Act shall become

16 effective on the day following such approval.

C-’
I
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HOUSE BILL NO. 486

BY REPRESENTATIVES FISHER, ADAMS, BAYHAM, BILLINGS, BOYD, BRASS,
BRYANT, CHASSION, FREEMAN, FREIBERG, GREEN, HUGHES, JACKSON,
TRAVIS JOHNSON, JORDAN, KNOX, LAFLEUR, MANDIE LANDRY,
LARVADAIN, LYONS, MARCELLE, MENA, MILLER, MOORE, NEWELL,
PHELPS, SPELL, STAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON, WALTERS, WILLARD,
AND YOUNG AND SENATOR BARROW
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I
2 To enact R.S. k173.l, relative to men)l4alth services for students; to require public

3 schools to offer a mental h th assessment to certain students at the beginning of

4 each school year; t ovide for reporting; and to provide for related matters.

5 Be it enacted by the egislature of Louisiana:

6 SeypuI R.S. 17:173.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

173.1. Mental health assessments

8 A. Each public school shall make available to each student in grades three

9 through twelve a mental health assessment by a licensed behavioral health provider,

10 so lonu as it is annually authorized by his parent or legal guardian. Such screening

11 shall be offered within the year. and. if feasible, during the first semester rather than

12 the second semester of the school year. Each public school principal or his designee

13 may use discretion in determining a convenient time for scheduling such assessments

14 and an appronriate time and ulace to conduct such assessments.

15 B. For the purposes of this Section, “licensed behavioral health provider”

16 means an individual or provider that falls into one of the following categories:

17 (1) A mental health professional with a current arid valid occupational

18 license issued by a Louisiana professional occupational licensini! board or

19 commission under Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. acting within
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1 the scope of practice authorized by the licensing board to conduct mental health

2 assessments.

3 (2) A behavioral health services provider with a current and valid license

4 issued by the Louisiana Department of Health pursuant to R.S. 40:215 1 et seq. to

5 provide mental health services and assessments.

6 C. Public schools may locate a current list of licensed mental health

7 professionals who are authorized to conduct mental health assessments by contacting.

8 the individual licensing boards who regulate the licensed professionals. Publit

9 schools may locate a current list of behavioral health service providers licensed by

10 the Louisiana Department of Health through the Louisiana Department ofHealth’s

11 website.

12 D. The assessments provided for in this Section shall be provided to the

13 appropriate students at each public school at no cost to each city, parish. or &her

14 local public school board.

15 E. Each public school shall annually report at the end of each schodl*ear;the

16 number of screemns administered to students by erade level under its jufIafia

17 to the state Department of Education.

-ra
SPEAKER (5F THE HOUSE OF RESENTATIVES

PRESIri

GO)R$OR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPR,7,
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HOUSE BILL NO. 372

BY REPRESENTATIVE HUGHES
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1 L ANACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. :5O25.7O roductory paragraph) aJE5026(F)(introductoryJJrcar?!iI7:g13kzo.33 paragraph) and to repeal Section 6(A) and (D) of Act o. 211 of the 2024 Regular

4 Session of the Legislature of Louisiana, relativ o curricula; to provide relative to

5 Computer Science as a required high s ool course; to provide for alignment with

6 the core curriculum requireme or qualifications for TOPS awards; to provide for

7 applicability; and to ide for related matters.

8 Be it enacted by the gislature of Louisiana:

9 Sec n 1. R.S. 17:5025.7(introductory paragraph) and 5026(F)(introductory

10 p aph) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§5025.7. 1-lighschool core curriculumrequirements; Opportunity, Performance, and

12 Honors Awards; students graduating in th 2027-2028 sdivul yrn thouizh

13 2029-2030 school years

14 To be eligible for an Opportunity, Performance, or Honors Award pursuant

15 to this Chap, a student who graduatcd duriniz or after the 2027-2028 school year

16 F but not later than the 2029-2030 school year shall have successfully completed a core

17 curriculum which consists of twenty units of high school course work as follows:

18 * * *

19 §5026. High school core curriculum requirements; TOPS-Tech

20 * * *
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F. For a student graduating.during or after the 2027-2028 school year hut
prior to the 2030-2031 school year to be eligible for a TOPS-Tech Award pursuant

to this Chter, the student shall have successfully completed the core curriculum
/

requirements of R.S. 17:5025 or the core curnculum defined as follows:

* *

/
Section 2. Section 6(A) and (D) of Act No. 211 of the 2O Regular Session of the

Legislature of Louisiana are hereby repealed in their entirety.

Section 3. The provisions of R.S. 17:183.3(B)(2)(b), ( ), and (f) a. amended by

Section 2 of Act No. 211 of the 2024 Regular Session of the gislature of Louisiana shall

apply as follows: /
(A) R.S. 17:1 83.3(B)(2)(b) and (c), relative to/he authorization that computer

science may count as math and science credits for a hi$ school career major, shall apply to

students who enter the ninth grade during the 2025- 026 school year and thereafter.

(B) R.S. 17:1 83.3(B)(2)(f), relative to th requirement that one of the nine Jump

Start courses required for a high school career ajor be computer science unless computer

science is taken to fulfill a math or science crfit, shall apply to students who enter the ninth

grade during the 2027-2028 school year 7d thereafter.

Section 4. The provisions of R/. 17:280.3(A), as enacted by Section 4 of Act No.

211 of the 2024 Regular Session of/e Legislature of Louisiana, shall be implemented as

follows: /
(A) R.S. l7:280.3(A)Ø6, relative to the requirement that each public high school

provide computer science i struction to its students, shall initially be implemented beginning

with the 2026-2027 sc ol year.

(B) R.S. 17 80.3(A)(1), relative to the requirement that each public high school

student succes complete a one-credit computer science course to qualif’ for high

school gradyhon, shall apply to students who enter the ninth grade during the 2027-2028

school y ar and thereafter.

(C) R.S. l7:280.3(A)(2) shall initially be implemented beginning with the 2026-

L ,,27 school year.
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ANACT

2 To amend and reenactChildren’s Code Articles 509(B)(1), 51 2(B)( 1), 522(A)(2), 1269.3(F),
3 1270(B), (E), and (F), 1271(A), 1273, 1283.2(H), 1285.2(H), and 1519, Code of”4 Evidence Article 902(10), R.S. 6:333(F)(14), R.S.’9:315.16(A), 315.400) and (3),5 399.1(A) and (F)(3) and (4), and4O6(B)(2) and (C)(2), R.S. kl:441 .1(F), R.S.13:998jintro. fcU) 4(ivnc. Pc’S.) ri1o. fri.)

6 (B) and (EX1) and (3), 1141(B),and (E)(1) and (3), 1414(B) and (E)(1) and (3),
7 I 4291(B)0), and 5108.2, R.S.45:587(A)(2)(a) and (b), 587.1(I), and 587.5(A)(4),
8 R.S. 17:I92.1(A)(1)(a) and (3), R.S. 23:1605(A)(4), R.S. 36:3(7), 8(E)(2)(d), 9(C),I2

a9 471(B) and (C)(1), 472(A), 475.1(B) and (C), 476, and 477, R.S. 40:34.5(E),%Int(&. rcu.)10 46.12(D) and (F), and 1061.14(B)(3)@)(i), R.S. 43:11I(A)(8), R.S. 44:38, R.S.
11 46:5 I(introductory paragraph), 51.3, 233.1 (C)(introductory paragraph) and
12 (D)(introductory paragraph), 236.1.1(3), 236.1.4(E), 236.1.8(D), 236.3(A)(2),
13 236.10(A), 236.11(C), 236.12(3)0), 236.14Q3))(introductory paragraph),
14 236.1 5(A)(1), 236.16,238W), (C), (I)), (E)(introductory paragraph) and (7), and (F),
15 281, 1002(A), (B)(introductory paragraph), and (C), and 2136.2(F), R.S.
16 47:299.11(1), 299.41(B), 463.112(C), and 9027(C)(1 0)(introductoryparagraph) and/ ‘17 (c), and R.S. 51:1442(4) and to repeal R.S. 36:474(. )(1 1) and (0) and 477(B)(2) and/
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1 R.S. 46:51(2) and (14) and 233.1(A) and (B), relap’e to the organization of the
2 Department of Children and Family Services;)jcreate the office of child support
3 and the office of child welfare; to eh.te the office of children and family
4 services; to transfer the duties opin offices within the Department of Children
5 and Family Services; to re74e outdated provisions; and to provide for related
6 matters.

7 Be it enacted by the Le attire of Louisiana:

8 Section 1. Idren’s Code Articles 509(B)(l), 5 12(B)(1), 522(A)(2), 1269.3(F),
9 1270(B), (F) d(F), 1271(A), 1273,1283.2(H), 1285.2(H), and 1519 arehereby amended

10 and r acted to read as follows:

11 Art. 509. Development of interagency protocols; drafting committee membership;
12 meetings; compliance deadline

13
* * *

14 B. At a minimum, each committee shall include the following members:
15 (1) A representative of the office of dhuldicn and family Sc’ v kt, child
16 welfare. Department of Children and Family Services.
17 * * 4

18 Art. 512. Composition of the multidisciplinary investigative team
19!

* * *

20
!

B. Govenmental entities that have responsibilities imposed by law for the
21 investigation of child abuse include:

22 (1) The office of hjld1 01d fil3 Sc, vi,.., child welfare. Department of
23 Children and Family Services.

24 * * *

25 Art. 522. Applicability

26 A. A child advocacy center is established and becomes subject to the
V27 provisions of this Chapter when all of the following have been accomplished:

28 * * *

29 (2) An agreement to use the services of a child advocacy center has been
30 executed by representatives of the district attorney, the office of child1cn and family

Page2of37

CODING: Words in stna.k tin uul’ type are deletions from existing law; words underscored• are additions.



_________

FIB NO. 617 ENROLLED

1 directly or indirectly, by institutions or facilities providing, or with the potential of

2 providing, daily care or supervision to any child or youth in the custody of or under

3 thc supervision of any Louisiana state government agency. The department shall

4 maintain the confidentiality of criminal history information received in accordance

5 with applicable federal or state law

6 * * *

7 §587.1. Provision of information to protect children

8 * * *

9 I. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the

10 Department of Children and Family Services Scnit, office ufdjildicn and fmil,

11 Set may utilize the National Crime Information Center to conduct background
V

12 checks authorized in R.S. 15:587 when investigating or responding to reports of

13 abuse or neglect as provided for in Section 15(ofPttlie4aIIO9-248.

14 * * *

15 §587.5. Agencies with access to federal tax information; criminal history

16 information

17 A. For purposes of this Section, “agency” means any agency that has an

18 agreement with the Internal Revenue Service to access federal tax information or is

19 authorized by law to audit the records of an agency that has access to federal tax

20 information. “Agency” shall include all of the following:

21 * * *

22 (4) Department of Children and Family S1 viCCS, uppuit i..iSoi CciiiCiit

23 d family auppolt Services, office of child support

24 * * *

read

27 §192.1. Meals; denial to students; procedures

28 A. If the governing authority of a public elementary school, for any reason,

29 adopts a policy of denying a scheduled meal to a child who is an elementary school

Page 17 of 37
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1 student, it shall implement the following procedures to provide for safeguards to the

2 child’s health and the child’s ability to learn:

3 I (1) Prior to withholding a meal from the child, the school shall do each of

4 the following:

5 (a) Provide actual notification to the child’s parent or legal guardian as to the

6 date and time after which meals may be denied, the reason for such denial, any

7 action that may be taken by the parent or legal guardian to prevent further denial of

8 meals, and the consequences ofthe failure to take appropriate actions to prevent such

9 denial, including that the school governing authority shall contact the office of

10 ..,hld and finl si.., i child welfare. within the Department of Children and

II Family Services upon the third instance of such denial during a single school year
‘F-12 as provided in Paragraph (3) of this Subsection.

13 * * *

14 (3) Upon the third instance during a single school year of the same

15 elementary school child being denied a meal during school hours, the school

16 governing authority shall contact the office of dil1di11 ai.d f4i1 servii.-eS hjjd

17 welfare, within U1’.. Department of Children and Family Services to report the failure

18 of the parent or guardian to pay for meals which has resulted in repeated denials of

19 meals during school hours.

20 Section 9. R.S. 23:l505G&4j&haeW-e&a näc e to read as follows:

21 § 1605. Unemployment insurance integrity program

I
22 A. For the purposes of this Section, the following terms have the meanings

23 ascribed to them:

24 * * *

/ -

25 (4) “New hire records’ means the directory of newly hired and te-hired

26 employees reported under state and federal law and managed by the ..hild uyputi

27 cufun,vniwt sc..,tiuu, f family suppoit, uffi of J.iild,t.u and faujily

28 Sc-i V ic-c-a, office of child support. Department of Children and Family Services.

29 * * *
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? t3 No. 624 is enacted then: j ...j

—I4 (A) Sections 1 through 9 and 11 through I g of this Act shall become effective on/

Q25 October 1,2027.

6 (B) Section 10 of this Act shall become effective on October 1, 2025.
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/
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ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 14

BY SENATORS MCMATH, BOUDREAUX, CLOUD, CONNICK, DUPLESSIS,
EDMONDS, FESI, HENRY, HENSOENS, KLEINPETER, LAMBERT,
MIGUEZ, MIZELL, MYERS, REESE, SELDERS, ST1NE AND
TALBOT AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, AMEDEE,
BAMBURO, BAYHAM, BEAULLIEU, BERAULT, BILLINGS,
BUTLER. CARRIER, CARVER, CHENEVERT, COATES, COX,
CREWS, DEVILLIER, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, ECHOLS,
EDMONSTON, EGAN, EMERSON, FIRMENT, FISHER, GALLE,
HILFERTY, HORTON, ILLG, JACKSON, MIKE JOHNSON,
KERNER, MCMAHEN, MCMAKIN, MELERJNE, MENA, OWEN,
ROMERO, SCHAMERI-IORfl, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, STAGNI,
THOMPSON, VENTRELLA, VILLIO, WILDER AND WYBLE

Preffled pursuant to jc1e III, Section 2(A)(4)(bXi) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

1 ANACT

3”2 To amend and reenact R.Srt1270(A)(8) and to enact R.S.1t197.2, R.S. 37:920(G), and

Part I-B of Chapter 4 of Titlç4O of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, to be

4 comprisedofR.S.,461 and 662,relativeto nutrition;toprovide forservingeertain
/

5 foods in schools; to provide for continuing education for certain healtheare

6 providers; to provide for disclosure of certain ingredients by manufacturers; to

7 provide for disclosure of seed oil use by food establishments; and to provide for

8 related matters. (
9 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

10 Section 1. R.S.4’7:197.2 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

11 197.2. Prohibited ingredients; local production preference

12 Ad 1) No public school governing authority shall serve any food or

13 beverage containing a prohibited ingredient to students in schools under its

14 lurisdiction.

_______

15 (2) No nonpublic school that receives state funds shall serve any food or

16 beverage containing a prohibited ingredient to students.

17 (3) The provisions of this Subsection shall apply to breakfasts and

18 lunches served to a student on a school campus during regular school hours and

19 to an food or beverages served b the school to a student dunng aftercare

20 (4) The provisions of this Secn shall not apply to any food or beverage

21 sold in concession stands or vending machines.

Page 1 of7
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/

B. For purposes of this Section, “prohibited ingredient” means any of the

2 following

(1) Blue dye 1 (CAS 3844-45-9).

(2) Blue dye 2 (CAS 860-22-0).

5 (3) Green dye 3 (CAS 2353-45-9).

6 (4) Red dye 3 (CAS 16423-68-0).

7 (5) Red the 40 (CAS 25956-174).

8 1 (6) Yellow dye S (CAS 1934-21-0).

9
J

C) Yellow dye 6 (CAS 2783-94-0).

10 (8) Azodicarbonamide.

11 (9) Butvlated hvdroxyanisole (BHA).

12 (10) Burvlated hydroxytoluene (BUT).

13 (11) Potassium bromate.

14 (12) Propylparaben.

15 (13) Acesulfame potassium.

16 (14) Aspartame.

17 (15) Sucralose.

18 C. Each public school and any nonpublicschool that receives state funds

19 shall purchase food produced in this state to the extent practicable.

4’20 Section 2. R.S. 37:1270(A)(8) is hereby-amended andreenactedandR.S. 37:920(G)

21 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

22 §920. Licensure; qualifications; examination; renewal; temporary permits

23 * * *

24 G. The board shall require advanced practice registered nurses

25 practicing family medicine, internal medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics, or

26 gynecology to complete a minimum of one hour of continuing education on

27 nutrition and metabolic health even four years. The board shall adopt rules to

28 determine the content of the continuing education provided for in this

29 Subsction.

30 * * * j
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1 §1270. Duties and powers of the board

2 A. The board shall:

()
* *

4 (8) Have the authority to establish and determine by rule minimum

5 requirements relative to continuing education for the renewal or reinstatement ofany

6 license or permit issued by the board1, cApt that thc

7 ()o)4’The board shall require physicians and physician assistants practicing

8 emergency medicine to complete an initial one-hour continuing education course on

9 the treatment of sickle cell disease. Thereaftcr, a physician and physician assistant

1 0 practicing emergency medicine shall complete a one-hour refresher course at regular

11 intervals no less frequently than every three years. The course shall be approved by

12 the board and made available on the board’s website.

13 The board shall require physicians and physician assistants

14 practicing family medicine, internal medicine, pediatrics, psychiatry,

15 endocrinology, eastroenterologv, cardiology, oncology, rheumatology,

16 neurology, nephroloav, dermatolouv. pulmonolozy. surgery. immunology,

17 hematology, obstetrics, and gynecology to complete a minimum of one hour of

18 continuing education on nutrition and metabolic health every four years. The

19 board shall adopt rules to determine the content of the continuing education

20 provided for in this Subpagraph.

21 * * *

C—
22 Section 3. Part 1-B of Chapter 4 of Title 40 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of

23 1950, comprised of R.S. 40, 1and62, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

24! PART I-B. DISCLOSURE OF HARMFUL INGREDIENTS

25 661. Food containing artificial colors, additives, or banned chemicals

26 ingredient information

27 A. Any food product offered for sale in this state shall be labeled by the

28 manufacturer in accordance with the provisions of this Section if the product

29 contains any imrredient identified in this Subsection: [
30 (11 Acesulfame potassium.

Page 3 of 7
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1 (2) Acetylated esters of mono- and diafrcerides (acetic acid ester).

2 (3) Anisole.

3 (4) Aspartame.

4 I (5) Azodicarbonamide (ADA).

(6) Burvlated hvdroxvanisole (BHA).

6 (7) Butvlated hydroxytoluene (BHT).

7 (8) Bleached flour.

8 (9) Blue dye 1 (CAS 3844-45-9).

9 (10) Blue dye 2 (CAS 860-22-0).

10 (11) Bromated flour.

11 (12) Calcium bromate.

12 (13) Canthaxanthin.

13 (14) Certified food colors by the United States Food and Dñg

14 Administration.

15 (15) Citrus red dye 2 (CAS 6358-534).

16 (16) DiacetyL

17 (17) Dimethvlamylamine (DMAA). *

18 (18) DiocN I sodium sulfosuccinate (DSS) }
19 (19) Green dye 3 (CAS 235345-9).

20 (20) Interesterified palm oil

21 421) Interesterified soybean oil.

22 (22) Lact lated fath acid esters of glycerol and propylene coL

23 (23)Lve.

24 (24) Morpholme

25 (25)Olestra.
:

26 (26) Partially hdrorzenated oil (PHO)

27 (27) Potassium aluminum sulfate.

28 (28) Potassium bromate. F...29 (29) Potassium iodate.

30 (30) Propylene oxide.

Page 4 of 7
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1 (3fl Propylparaben.

2 (32) Red dye 3 (CAS 16423-68-0).

3 (33) Red dye 4 (CAS 4548-53-2).

4 (34) Red dye 40 (CAS 25956-17-6),

5 (35) Sodium aluminum sulfate.

6 (36) Sodium laurvl sulfate.

7 (37) Sodium stearyl fumarate.

8 (38) Stearyl tartrate.

9 (39) Sucralose.

10 (40) Synthetic trans fatty acid.

11 (41) Thiodipropionic acid.

12 (42) Toluene.

13 (43) Yellow dyeS (CAS 1934-21-0).

14 (44) Yellow dye 6 (CAS 2783-94-0),

15 B.( 1) The product label shall include a quick response code, or OR code,

16 with a statement adjacent to the code that informs the consumer that additional

17 ingredient information can be accessed by scanning the code.

18 (2) The OR code shall link to a web page that is under the control of the

19 manufacturer.

20 (3) The web page shall contain the following disclaimer in a prominent

21 location: “NOTICE: This product contains (insert ingredient heel. For more

22 information about this ingredient, including FDA approvals, click HERE.”

23 (4) The disclaimer shall link to the United States Food and Drug

24 Administration’s web page regarding food chemical safeh’.

25 C.(1) The provisions of this SecuIn shall only apply to food or beverages

26 intended for human consumption.

27 (2) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any of the following:

28 (a) A drug or dietary supplement regniated by the United States Food

29 and Drug Administration under the Federal Food. Drug, and Cosmetic Act, 21
— V30 U.S.C. 321 et sep., 21 CFR 3.2(e), or the Dietary Supplement Health and

Page 5 of 7
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Education Act.

2 (b) An alcoholic beverage as defined in itS. 26:2 and 241.

3 I (C) Food prepared and labeled in a retail food establishment

4 (d) Medical food as defined in 21 U.S.C. 36oeefrb)(3).
5 (3) If a product is sold at retail as a multiunit packa2e, the provisions of

U
6 this Section shall only apply to the outer container.

V7 U. Any violation of this Section shall be a violation of the state Sanitan

8 Code.

9 662. Seed oil: notice to patrons of food service establishments required

V10 A. Any food service establishment, as defined in itS. 40:5.5, that cooks

11 or prepares food using seed oil shall display a disclaimer on the menu or other

12 clearly visible location that informs customers of the potential presence of seed

13 oil in food served at the establishment. The disclaimer shall state: “Some menu

14 items mac contain or be prepared using seed oils.”.
V

15 B. For purposes of this Section, “seed oil” shall mean any of the

16 followint

17 (1) Canola or rapeseed oil.

18 (2) Corn oil

19 (3) Cottonseed oil. &

20 (4) Grapeseed oil.

21 (5)Ricebranoil.

22 (6) Safflower oil.

23 (7) Soybean oil.

24 (8) Sunflower oiL

25 C. Any violation of this Section shall be a violation of the state Sanitary

26 Code.
lJItcXc 2o2 Jo 4G 3]

27 Section 4. The provisions of this Act that fall under the regulatory authoritl the ). —

28 federal government shall remain in effect in this state until such time ederal stamte,

29 federal regulation, or guidance from a federal gove t agency is enacted or issued that t3_g

30 . is at least equivalent to ore restrictive than the requirements of this Act. 2
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Section 5.(A) This Section and Section 4 of this Act shall become effective upon

2 signature by the govphoror, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for

3 bills to become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section .

4 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved
()

5 by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on the day following such approval.
v[ec0.%3

6 (B) Section 1 ofthis Act shall become effective beginning with the 2028-2029 school ç(c_
7 year. /

CAc2ozcMo.k6]
.. m8 (C) Section 2 of this Act shall become effective on January 1,2026. The minimum )

I>
9 of one hour of continuing education required by Section 2 of this Act shall be included in, Jr’

10 and not in addition to, the total number of continuing education hours required by the board (
11 at the time of passage of this Act. J J2
12 (D) Section 3 of this Act shall become effective on January 1, 2028.
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ACT 131
ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO.96

BY REPRESENTATIVES KNOX AND CHASSION

ANACT /

To amend and reenact R.S. 364(l), R.S. •, 34.1(B), and 34.7(B), R.S.

Si 199.23(2), R.S.1269 and 1915(Ait741)(R), R.S.&73651(N) and 3662(2),
R.S...1 21(1 )(a) and (4)(introductory páagraph), and R.S. fl63 .195(C), relative

/
to definitions of the United States Armed Forces; to provide for the inclusion of the

United States Space Force in7vrious statutory definitions of United States Armed

Forces; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislat re of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S.13:5364(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§5364. Definitions
H /For the purposes of this Chapter:

(1) ‘Veteran” means a former or current member of the United States Armed

Forces or organized militia of the several states and territories, including but not

limited to a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force. Marine Corps,

Coast Guard, National Guard, Air National Guard, Reserves, State Guard, or a

commissioned officer of the Public Health Service, Environmental Science Services

Administration, or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or its

predecessor, the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.

* * *

* * *
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Section 2. itS. 14:34(C), 34.1(B), and 34.7(B) are hereby amended and reenacted

to read as followsj__—--

§34. Aggravated battery

g

I



HE NO.96
ENROLLED

• V
C. For purposes ofthis Section, the following words shall have the following

• meanings:

3 (1) “Active member of the United States Armed Forces” shall mean an active

4 member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United

5 States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United

6 States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.

7 (2) “Disabled veteran” shall mean a veteran member of the United States

8 Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air

9 Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National

10 Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran

11 Affairs.

12 §34.1. Second degree battery

13 * * *

14 B. For purposes ofthis Sect, the following words shall have the following

15 meanings:

16 (1) “Active membcr ofthe United States Anned Forces” shall mean an active

17 member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United

18 States Navy, th& United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United

19 States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.

20 (2) ‘Disabled veteran” shall mean a veteran member of the United States

21 Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air

22 Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National

23 Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran

24 Affairs.

25 * * *

26 §34.7. Aggravated second degree battery

27 * * *

28 B. For purposes ofthis Siion, the following words shall have the following

29 meanings:

Page2ofó
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1 (1) “Active member ofthe United States Armed Forces” shall mean an active

2 member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United

3 States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Fthce, the United

4 States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.

5 (2) “Disabled veteran’ shall mean a veteran member of the United States

6 Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air

7 Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National

8 Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran

9 Affairs.

10 * * *

11 Section 3. R.S. 15:1199.23(2) is hereb nacted to read as follows:

12 §1 199.23. Definitions

13 For the purposes of this P

14 * * *

15 (2) “Veteran” means an honorably or generally discharged member of the

16 United States Armed Forces or organized militia of the several states and territories,

17 including but not limited to a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,

18 Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Guard, Air National Guard. Reserves. State

19 Guard, or a commissioned officer of the Public Health Service. Environmental

20 Science Services Administration, or National Oceanic and Atmospheric

21 Administration, or its predecessor, the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.

to

24 [ §269. Selective service obligation orientation program

25 The state board of education may establish and administeand each parish

26 and city school board in the state may maintain in each public school to which

27 applicable a selective service obligation orientation program of instruction which

28 may be part of the required curriculum for all male students in grades higher than the

29 eighth grade in the public schools of this state.

I Page3of6
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The program so established may require that every male student in the ninth,

2 tenth,,end eleventh grades be given one hour of7on credit instruction during each

3 semester of each of such grades, by representatives of the Louisiana Selective

4 Service System, in subject matter pertaining to armed forces obligations.

5 During the second semester of the twelfth grade every male student may be

6 given six hours of instruction, without credit, in matters pertaining to his armed

7 forces obligations, including but not necessarily restricted to matters relating to

8 service in the regular armed forces, the reserves and officer procurement. Such
6’

9 instruction may include one hour of lecture by representatives of each of the
g’i

______

10 i following: (1) $he Louisiana Selective Service Systemj (2) the Ak uf tlic
C

11 United States Air Forcej (3) e United States Soace Forcel(4) jhe United States
C:)

12 Armyj(4 2 the United States Nav(5) f) Jhe United States Marine Corps
0

13 f6) ffl $he United States Coast Guard.

14 * * *

15 §1915. Ratification; text of compact

16 * * *

17 ARTICLE II

18 DEFINITIONS

19 As used in this compact, unless the context clearly requires a different

20 construction:

21 * * *

22 R. “Uniformed service” means the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force.

23 Marine Corps, Coast Guard as well as the Commissioned Corps of the National

24 Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Services.

27ow

28 §3651. Licensure for individuals with military training and experience; licensure by

29 endorsement for military spouses and dependents

30 * * *

Page4of6
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N. For the purposes of this SeSion, military’ means the armed forces or

reserves of the United States, including the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast

Guard, Air Force, Space Force, and the reserve components thereof, the National

Guard of any state, the Military Reserves of any state, or the naval militia of any

state.

6 * * * *

7 §3662. Definitions

J
8 As used in this Chapter, the following words have the following meanings

9 unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

10 * * *

11 (2) “Military medical personnel means an individual who has recently

12 served as a medic in the United States Army, medical technician in the United States

13 Air Force or United States Space Force, or corpsman in the United States Navy or

14 the United States Coast Guard and who was discharged or released from such service

15 under conditions other than dishonorable.

17 jn6.R.S.46:12l1)(a!doP!f&rebYamen

19 H §121. Defmitions

20 For purposes of thm Part, the following terms shall be defined as follows:

21 (1) “Activated military person” means a person domiciled in Louisiana for

22 civilian purposes who names Louisiana as Home of Record (140R) for military

23 purposes, and who is any of the following:

24 (a) A member of a reserve component of the United States Anny, Navy, Air

25 Force, Space Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard, including the Louisiana National

26 Guard, and called to active federal service in excess of thirty days.

27 * * *

28 (4) “Honorably discharged military person” means a person domiciled in

29 Louisiana who is a veteran ofthe United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,

30 Marine Corps, or Coast Guard who was on full-time active duty in the military
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1 service of the United States and received an honorable discharge and has met any of

2 the following conditions:

Section •! S. 47:463.195 cD to read as follows:

5 §463.195. Special prestige license plate; TMBlue Star Mothers’

6 * * *

7 C. The special prestige license plate shall be issued, upon application, in the

8 same manner as any other motor vehicle license plate, to a Louisiana resident who

9 submits written evidence that the applicant is the owner of a motor vehicle and is the

10 spouse, sibling, parent, or child of a person sewing or who has served in the armed
dl11 forces of the United States. As used in this Subsection, “armed forces of the United

12 States’ means persons serving or who have served in the United States Army, Navy,

13 Air Force, Space Force. Marines, and Coast Guard, reservists, and members of the

14 National Guard. The plate issued under this Section shall not be transferable between

15 motor vehicle owners. In the event the owner of a motor vehicle issued a “Blue Star

16 Mothers” plate should sell, trade, cxchangc, or otherwise dispose of such vehicle, the

17 plate shall be retained by original applicant to whom the plate was issued.

18 * * *
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HOUSEBILLNO.52 kJOT’Etg2

BY REPRESENTATEVES WILLARD, KNOX, AND MAM)IE LANDRY

I AN6

2 To enact R.S.flØ270(B)(2)(n), relative 2/urricula; to add an instructional requirement in
3 the high school financial lI)53dy course; to provide for applicability; and to provide

4 for related matter>7’ P
S Be it enacted by the egislature of Louisiana:

6 Se9ioicS. R.S. 17:270(B)(2)(n) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
t F7 §270. Financial literacy; required instruction

8 * * *

9 B.

10 * * *

11 (2) The topics covered by the course shall include but need not be limited to

12 the following:

13 * * * )
14 n) Scholarships. grants. and other financial opportunities to pay for ..,

15 postsecondarv education.

16 *

17 Section 2. The provisions oftbisActsfiall be initially implemented iny2025-2026 S18 schoolyear.
7/’

-
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SENATE BILL NO.81

BY SENATOR EDMONDS AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, AMEDEE, BERAULT,
CARLSON, CARRIER, CARVER, CHASSION, DICKERSON,
EDMONSTON, FIRMENT, KNOX, OWEN, SCHLEGEL, SPELL,
WILDER AND WYBLE

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. Staic sw ht:ttst
PFUNTER’S COLY

NC) DTS
CassiticLtJn I 1

1 ANfCT

2 To amend and reenact R.S4355(C) andJ(D)(l) relative to elementaiy and secondaiy

3 education; to provide for trans ency and parental access to school-related

II instmctional materials in publi schools; to provide parental in-person acce to

certain printed instructional yaterials free-of-charge; to provide parental access to

6 certain online instructio materials free-of-charge; to allow local school boards to

7 develop policies for in- erson viewing of certain academic tests or assessments; to

8 require each local,y&ool board to submil certain rules and policies to the state

9 Department of ucation with respect to parental access to instructional materials;

10 to provide fo reports to the legislature; to provide for definitions; and to provide for

11 related tiers.

12 Be it enacte7’ the Legislature of Louisiana:

13 Lion 1. R.S. 17:355(C) and (D)(1) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as

14 faIly4:

15 §355. Parental access to instructional materials

16 * * *

17 C.Qj Each local school board shall adopt rules and policies for each school

18 to make instructional materials readily available for review as provided in this

19 Sccion. The rules may specify reasonable hours for in-person review. The

20 rules shall require that the school shall provide access to instructional

21 materials, includin2 online access, to a parent upon request.

22 (2(a) If a parent requests a paper copy of material that can be readily copied

23 using school equipment, such copy shall be provided. The rules shall establish

Page 1 of3
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SB NO.81 ENROLLED

1 reasonable and customary fees to be collected by the school to cover the cost of

2 providing such copies.

3 (b) No fee shall be charged to a parent for in-person viewing of their

4 child’s instructional materials if the parent does not request that copies are

5 made of those materials.

6 (c) No fee shall be imposed when a parent accesses instructional

7 materials online.

8 j4) No other provision of law or school board policy shall prohibit or

9 interfere with a parents ability to make his own copies on school premises via

10 mobile or other device that has the capability of making copJc. The principal of Hf
11 each school shall ensure that the school complies with such rules.

12 (3) Assessments of academic knowledge, skills, or abilities, including

13 nonsecure tests, assessments, and assessment answer keys, may be made

14 available to parents at the discretion of the local school board and may include

15 only h-person viewing at the school.

16 (4) The requirement to provide online access to instructionaFmatenals

17 shatbeJjnüted’te curricula that is adopted in accordance with RS 17:351.1.

18 Other insttirctionahifaterials may be made available to a parent in-person in

19 accordance with local rules and policies adopted by the local school board.

20 (51(a) Each local school board shall submit an electronic copy or a digital

21 link to rules and policies, that are adopted pursuant to this Section. to the state

22 Department of Education. The submission shall include the reasonable and

23 customary fee schedule which may be char2ed to the parent pursuant to this

24 Section.

25 (bI The department shall submit a report to the Senate Committeegn

26 Education and the House Committee on Education by March 9 2026. a to

2? compliancewith this sedin by the local school boards. The report shall indude

28 a cop’ of each policy and the reasonable and customary fee schedules permitted
V

29 pursuant to this Section.

V
30 D. For purposes of this Section:
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(1) “instructional materials” means content that conveys the knowledge or

skills of a subject in the school curriculum through a medium or a combination of

media for conveying information to a student. It also includes any uuuScCuic tct,

iiui,CCu.ic aSupciit, o survey administered to a student. The term also includes

books, supplementary materials, teaching aids, computer software, magnetic media,

DVD, CD-ROM, computer courseware, online material, information, or services, or

an electronic medium or other means of conveying information to the student or

otherwise contributing to the learning process.

9

APPROVED

* *

I
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 579

BY REPRESENTATIVES EMERSON AND CI-JASSION AND SENATOR EDMONDS
Lw r2tt.uQ La. &tat# bmw rttitpFUNTEWS COLY PFUNTER’S COL’YNO DITU / NO DTSClassIfloatan Ic 11 CagsIfIc&fau c 4o1 —joif9t AN4CT -CcP’rGcJ (Q-2O

— c-or’- pc g_iI12ü /2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:3801(A) and/C) and 3802(A)(1), R.S. 39:98.1,98.2(A) and
3 (E), 98.3(A) and (C)(introducty4 paragraph), and 100.161(BX3), and R.S.
4 140:1669(J), to enact R.S. 17:40 .30.2 and R.S. 39:98.2(F) and 100.161(E), and to
5 repeal Chapter 35 of Title 17/f the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, comprised
6 H of R.S. 17:3801 through hos, and R.S. 39:98.3(C) and (E) and 100.116(A)(9),

7 funds; to provide for the transfer, deposit, and use, as
8 specified, of ‘in certain treasury funds and accounts; to provide for the

9 investment of cey4in treasury funds and accounts; to repeal certain treasury funds

10 and accounts; establish the Early Childhood Education Stability Fund; to provide

11 with respec o termination of certain funds; to provide with respect to the authority
12 of the Lo siana State Law Institute; to provide for effectiveness; and to provide for
13 related atters.

14 Be it enacte by the Legislature of Louisiana:

15 S ction 1. R.S. 17:3801(A) and (C) and 3802(A)(l) are hereby amended and

16 reenac d and R.S. 17:407.30.2 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

17 407.30.2. Early Childhood Education Stability Fund

18 H A. There is hereby established in the state treasury as a special fluid the Early
I

-,19 Childhood Education Stability Fund. hereafter referred to in this Section as the

20 “fund”.

21 B. After satisfvin2 the requirements of the Bond Security and Redemption
/22 Fund as provided in Article VII. Section 9(B of the Constitution of Louisiana

23 monies shall be deposited into the fund as follows:

Page 1 of2O
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(I) Beginning July 1. 2026. and continuing each July first thereafter the
2 treasurer shall transfer an amount equal to eleven million dollars into the fund from
3 the state teneral fUnd.

4 (2) Monies designated for the fimd and received by the state treasurer from
5 donations. gifts, grants, or other revenue.

6 C. Monies in the fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in the same
7 manner as monies in the state general fund. Interest earned on the investment of
8 monies in the fund shall be deposited into the fund. Unexpended and unencumbered
9 monies in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

10 D. Monies in the fund shall be appropriated to the State Board ofElementarv
11 and Secondary Education, the Department ofEducation, or both for early childhood
12 education programs and initiatives.

13 * * 4’

14 §3801. Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund, hereinafter referred to in this Pt
15 as the “Kevin P. Reilly, Sr. Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund”
16 AjI) There shall be established in the state treasury as a special p..uiianut
17 trust ftmd, the “Kevin P. Reilly, Sr. Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund’,
18 henceforth referred to as the “ Cknl1cnt Trust Fund”. Aft1 allocation 0f i.nvucy to
19 tln Bond Si...uiity and RtL111tio11 hand &a 01&d niAit1dC VII, Seetna 9(D) uf
20 tlic t.vutitutiuii, and nut witL,tandiu A1tel XIV, Sttiuii 10 0f thc ,h,vuatitutiOn, the

21 taaauLCL shall &yvt h1 ad .4edit to tL Pyrnunscait Twst Fund all niOuy hidx

22 i .ccivd Loin Ila ft&laI e110..11t Stin 1337(s) 0f T;& 43 of the

23 U1.ited Statt C0& liJ i att1LtabL to ItiflcLal 10dt’t1011 atAivity vi lvaouig

24 activity vu th Outei Coutintta1 8l1df nindi h bccu laid ILL eeio- a

25 ttksin.ait bdw..tni tln Uitd Statca and thc ta& of LOuiiaua, e,spt tlic fi1st oue

26 hun&A million d0ll So iavCd, twcuty-fivc 1.nivcait 0ftht. aiuinu icvnujJ

27 ic,.,civ4 uudci l]37() of TitL 43 of th UntA Statca Ikrdc nhieh asC

28 atttibutabk t .iusa,sal 1jiuautioii &.tivity ling aitivity vu tL Outs

29 Coijthicutal SlaM, tnty-fivt pint of d. iutt’iet iuÔuiC t.cunc4 vii rnvtirn..ut

30 of nioi.i,.S in tla Pcrnicmnt T,t F0d, and scvcutyflve pa2ut of jalied itl
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1 gaiii and twc,i.ty-fi yi.avi.ut of idtnd ifl&snit. vu iuv..hiitiit of th
2 P.aii.aiit,att T1 tnt r,.md. N0 appsvpliatani hcJJ Lu uia& fbi11 th. P’.tiiiaiiuitt T1 tnt

3

4 (2) Aft..,1 hd,d million dvflcu ljiai, LUun vi..’ditc4 to Ha

5 Tru,t rmia fitim Htvp.. mvnii.,p ita.,,j viA fiom tin, ftd41 go vt,imii.,itt tiide1 &.,t..,,u

6 1J37() of Ttk 43 of tb.. ULd Statuo C0d hi....11 at’.. attL;butGble to rniiiia1

7 yiodu’.tion activity ui lcaai4 a..1i vityuii t1i... Out’.i COutinutal Slalf vhit.lt baa bccii
8 htld h1 SttOw j.a.tidin a aL.ttlt.ltaait Lctcuu tin; Uit...d 8tatt. and th.. 5tatc of
9 Lumaiasia, tin; uui 0f fifty unlliou dvlloaa liafl be ..aodit.A flout 3th monie, to tin,

10 Cuaatai lliviivintaii,t 1’uLtiuii T1t Fund, as utabli)1a4 in R.S, 30.313, all sodi

11 finida ii. sttCa of c.cii 1.u11drel fift) iiiilliCni dvllaia .,hall Lu ...1’.dtcd ti.rllit

12 P1n1t T1ust 1d.

13 (3) Aftci allu’..atluii ofulvrn;j tv thu D0d fk,..uiity .nd Rcd.11t1011 I\md as

14 jito V 1th.d Ait1.J. VII, Ston 9W) uftin. uonatituhO.i, &1d iiotwitliataudiiig ArtiJ

15 X1V, Sudioii 10 of tin; uonahtbtivn, sevuutjt.flvc jJLilAhIt 0fth’. tuuuiiuig iuvui.tucS

16 ic.’....ivud usidci Su4.tivu lJ]7(g) of Tjt1 43 0fth Umtcd StaLa C0d.. wilali all.,

17 attributablc to inm..’al pioduttivu abnty in k.aaui ai.#tivity, cv...itty-flvc pcit.cixt

18 of thu iistuiust muoiiiu t&inu.d oil invuatiiiC.nt of thu Puiuj&nu.iit Tiuat rinid, and

19 twciityfivc pusuuiit ofi..,alteud ....aIntal gau. and acvuuty-fl vu pcn..cnt 0f tin; d. v tdcud

20 IIIWIUC t,aLLlud On iilVutULCi1t 0fth I’cnuanunt Tiuat r1d shail bu dcpvaitiA

21 ..ac.ditcd to a There is hereby created a special find nlnch hciuby uiuatd in the

22 state treasuTy mid which shall be known as the Louisiana Quality Education Support

23 Fund, 1.w..imiftci hereafter referred to in this Section as the “Support Fund”.

24 Dugiarniiig July 1, 2001, and only aS to and iii tin; au...ounting of uaiiiiiiga aftci that

25 dat.., tI,... Luaztuui quail auuount fyi uaiiiiugi, flOui th’. Piiuauta,t Fund iii a ji,aiujui

26 biJ allo....aLq thu c4siiiiigs butwucu thc Puiuicua.itt fund and tl1c Suppuit Ftuidm

27 tin. pkvpOltioua && h;11 yiu’wided “a 5h uatliuga muiualjt.ud. Bcgiiuriisg July

28 2001, and oiiiy “a to and in thu a...uuuiitu.i of cajnings afu..a thpt datc, tlic Ii ttaaui ci

29 ahafl aououut ku catnina attnbutablc to SuppOit Td b&6nuc disc th bocuda of
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I edto &panaly .d Jl0t. uJ1 anijg t0 t11. e.dt of ..aja b0d
2 tivdy.

3 (4) All icmiing i n.Iiuo$ and i11tnpt &inin$ haIl & .diftd to th
4 I ‘‘t ftd 10&d n. PaaawapL (1) and (2) abuvt mti1 tb balau’t iwthc
5 Pttjiimajit Lust F mid c.juaL two billion dôl1as. Aft1 tl0 Piiium...ut Tiuat
6

a balaai& 0f two bililyn dullaip, all ilILiiot ‘..aminga vu th. fttu.uua.iit Ttuzt
7 Fund ,hall bc ‘..ii.4itcd to tin.. Support Fund and all iuLniig n..vi..nuc alinil be
8 taodiLd t0 th.. Gtat.. GwojaI Fund.

9 * * *

10 C.(l) The amounts in the Support Fund shall be available for appropriation
11 to pay expenses incurred for outside investment managers for the investment and
12 management of the l\.iuauciit Trust Fund and for other custody, investment, and
13 disbursement costs directly attributable to the Pclulaucut Trust Fund, and for
14 educational purposes only as provided in(ihese Sections.

15 (2) Thc Stat. Board of Ll..1u.aitasy and Scwiidaiy Edta.atioii and th floaid

16 0f Itgai6 c.adi allaH aanibally submit to the lC1alattnt. .d t& un.iiioi not lc
17 than 1Aty daya ps.iui to th b,iiunu6 of oai..li 1culaL acaaiofl of thc l...gialatuicr a

18 10a&d ploglasu and bdd tL awuittni 0fth inoinCa iii tlu Suppuit

19 Piupoaals fyi wi cApAiditUa...a 1aa11 be d...airn.d tv mspiovC tin.. ‘*i) of

20 ii4ucation. EApt f0 moui... appsupssats4 to pay .&p..iiac.a 1c01_d iii iii

21 and ,11&.a1Aaut of the roimaiaut Tiut uLviin..a appiopiiakd flut1. th

22 Suppoit F usa] b, tb LisIatu. ahall be di.,bucd to the ll0d of lkgcnta and thc

23 StaL Bc.asd of E1iii...utaiy and Scwndcuy Edtaatiuii to U0 allotatod by thorn a

24 p.oded b, la or the wntit$ion to tho piuiaiuS aa piovivualy appiovod by tijo

25 l.31at..e.

26 (3) The treasurer shall disburse not more than fifty percent of the monies in

27 the Support Fund as that money is appropriated by the legislature and allocated by

28 the Board of Regents for any or all of the following higher educational purposes to

29 enhance economic development:
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(a) The carefully defined research efforts of public and private universities
2 in Louisiana.

3 (b) The endovinent of chairs for eminent scholars.
4 (c) The enhancement of the quality of academic, research, or agricultural
5 departments or units within a community college, college, or university. These funds
6 shall not be used for athletic purposes or programs.

7 (d) The recruitment of superior graduate students.
8 (*12) The treasurer shall disburse not more than fifty percent ofthe monies
9 in the Support Fund as that money is appropriated by the legislature and allocated by

10 the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for any or all of the
11 following elementary and secondary educational purposes:
12 (a) To provide compensation to city or parish school board professional
13 instructional employees.

14 (b) To insure an adequate supply of superior textbooks, library books,
15 equipment, and other instructional materials.

16 (c) To fund exemplary programs in elementary, secondary, or vocational-
17 technical schools designed to improve elementary and secondary student academic
18 achievement, or vocational-technical skill.

19 (d) To fund carefully defined research efforts, including pilot programs,

20 designed to improve elementary and secondary student academic achievement.
21 (e) To fund summer school remediation programs and preschool programs.
22 (f) To fund the teaching of foreign languages in elementary and secondary

23 schools.

24 (g) To fund an adequate supply of teachers by providing scholarships or

25 stipends to prospective teachers in academic areas where there is a critical teacher

26 shortage.

27 * * *

28 §3802. Appropriations; procedurc; limitation; administration

29 A.(l) CpnL,tizt itl tl1 fth C01titth.,u thc.

30 3J legislature shall appropriate the total amount of the funds in the Louisiana

Page 5 of 20
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1 Qlity Education Support Fund, hereinafter referred to as the “pport d”,
2 intended for higher educational purposes to the Board of Regents and the total
3 amount intended for elementaiy and secondary educational purposes to the State
4 Board of Elementazy and Secondary Education itemized by program or other
5 recipient purpose. Such itemization shall occur in both the executive budget and in
6 the general appropriation bill and, except as otherwise provided by the constitution,
7 budget and appropriation functions shall condued as provided by law. Passage
8 : of the general appropriation bill shall constitute legislative approval of the programs
9 or purposes to which money is appropriated.

* * *

troductory graph),
l00.16l(B)(3) are hereby amended and reenacted

13 e orea asfollows:

14 §98.1. Creation of Funds: Millennium Trust

15 A. There shall be established in the state treasurvas a special permanent trust
16 fund known as the Millennium Trust. After allocation of money to the Bond
17 Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of the
18 Constitution ofLouisiana, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to thc Millennium

19 Trust certain monies received as a result of the Master Settlement Agreement,

20 hereinafter the “Settlement Agreement”, executed November23, 1998, and approved

21 by Consent Decree and Final Judgment entered in the case “Richard P. leyoub,

22 Attorney General, ex rel. State of Louisiana v. Philip Morris, Incorporated, et al.”,

23 bearing Number 98-6473 on the docket of the Fourteenth Judicial District for the

24 parish of Calcasieu, state of Louisiana; and all dividend and interest income and all

25 realized capital gains on investment of monies in the Millennium Trust. The

26 treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Millennium Trust th fulluniug aniounb

27 uf.uuuic, lctt,iyc.d a, p i,.,,ult uftia. SittLiucut Agr....111.1t.

28 (1) Y 2000-2001, fot-frv pint uf IL tutal anuni .ived

29 that
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V
J. The provisions of this Section shall terminate on July 1, 202&fl Upon

H termination of the program, the treasurer is hereby authorized and directed to transfer

any unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund to the state general fund.
V /Section 4. R.S. 17:3801(B), (C)(4) and (F) and R.S. 39:98.3

in their entirety.

Section 5. Chapter 35 of Title 17 of the Louisiana Revded Statutes of 1950,
V Vcomprised of R.S. 17:3801 through 3805 and ItS. 39:98.3(C) and tOO. 1 l6(A)(9) are hereby

repealed in their entirety.

Section 6.(A) Notwithstanding any provision of R/S. 46:2691(C)(2) and R.S.

56:797(C) and 798(B)(1), among other investments permittd by law, the state treasurer is

authorized to invest monies in the Medicaid Trust Fund foy’the Elderly, Rockefeller Wildlife

Refuge Trust and Protection Fund, and the Russell Sa4e or Marsh Island Refuge Fund in

investments permitted for the Millennium Trust. /rhe Louisiana State Law Institute is
/authorized and directed to change references ip these provisions of law to reflect the

authorization in this Section. /
/

/
(B) The Louisiana State Law lnstit,yte is further authorized and directed to change

the citations to R.S. 17:3803(B) contain din ItS. 49:321.1 to R.S. 39:98.2./ cAtctNc.c3Section 7. The provisions of Section 5 of this Act shall take effect and become

operative on July 1, 2026, if ançVwhen the proposed amendment of Article VII of the
/ octczc2co..TailConstitution of Louisiana con,5iined in the Act which originated as House Bi No. 473 of

this 2025 Regular Session 0/the Legislature is adopted at a statewide election and becomes

effective.

/ QtG2c2c,Jjqcj
NSection 8. Te provisions of Sections 1, 2, 4, and 6 of this Ae?4shall take effect and

/
become operative if and when the proposed amendment of Article VII of the Constitution

/ (kctc25rJo.2221
of Louisiana cpntained in the Act which originated as House Bill No. 473 of this 2025

/
Regular Sespion of the Legislature is adopted at a statewide election and becomes effective.

&tion
9. l’his Section and Sections 3, 7, and 8 of this Act shall become effective

upon,slgnature by the governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration ofthe time

fr bills to become law without signature by the governor, as provided by Article ifi, Section
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EsTo: ?S ji Pbs.2025 Regular Session Note:
HOUSE BILL NO. 371

BY REPRESENTATIVES AMEDEE, BAYHAM, BERAULT, CARRIER, CARVER,CHENEVERT, COX, CREWS, DEVILLIER, EDMONSTON, EGAN, FIRMENT,GLORIOSO, HORTON, MACK, MCCORMICK, MOORE, OWEN,SCHAMERF{ORN, TARVER, TAYLOR, VENThELLA, WILDER, AND WYBLEAND SENATOR HODGES La. tte Law hntt&je
/ PHaT’ CO?Y

zEkTo: c j3 Pos. 41 ANAOr Note:
2 To amend and reenact R.S.45232(1), 5233, 5234(3), (5), and (6)(introductoryparagraph),
3 5237, 5239, and 5240(A) and (B) andR.S. 17:407.33(1) and to enact R.S. 13:5232(7)

/ —4 and 5233.1 and R.S. 17:407.33(9), relative to the Preservation ofReligious Freedom

5 Act; to provide relative to the free exercise of religion; to provide for protections for

6 places of worship; to prohibit certain restrictions against places of worship; to

7 provide for an effective date; to provide for definitions; and to provide for related

S matters.

9 Be it engçted by the Legislature of Louisiana:.

10 Section 1. R.S. 13:52320), 5233, 5234(3), (5), and (6)(introduetory paragraph),

11 5237, 5239, and 5240(A) and (B) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 13:5232(7)

12 and 5233.1 are herebyenacted to read as follows:

13 §5232. Legislative findings

14 The legislature finds and declares that:

15 (1) Free The free exercise of religion is a fImdamental right of the highest

16 order in this state.

17 * * *

//18 (7) In 2023. the leuislature and the people of Louisiana adopted Article XII.
/

19 Section 17 of the Constitution of Louisiana which provides for the freedom of

20 worship in churches or other places of worship.

2 1 §5233. Free exercise of religion protected

22 & Government shall not substantially burden a person’s exercise ofreligion,

23 even if the burden results from a facially neutral rule or a rule of general
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applicability, unless it demonstrates that application of the burden to the person is

2 both:

3 (1) In furtherance of a compelling governmental interest.

4 (2) The least resthctive means of furthering that compelling governmental

5 interest.

6 B. Not-withstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the

7 government shall provide protectionj of the highest order to even’ church or other

8 place of worship and shall not discriminate against any church or other place of

9 worship by reauiring restrictions that are greater than the least severe restrictions that

10 are imposed UflOfi or enforced against any secular business. service, or assembly.

11 S5233.l. Protection of the freedom of worship in churches and other relitdous

12 institutions: protection of religious education

13 A. If a church or other niace ofworship has met the reQuirements for zoning.

14 building code, and fire safety regulation, and has received an occupancy license for

15 the use of the building, the government shall not do any of the following:

16 (1) Restrict or deny the use of the building for a meeting based upon the day

17 of the week the building is being used.

18 (2) Restrict or deny the use of the building based upon the content or types

19 of rcliuious instruction, education, or activities conducted in the buildirni.

20 (3) Restrict or deny the use of the buildinii for a mother’s day out program.

21 (4) Restrict or deny the use of the building for a meeting of two or more
V

22 parents or children participating in a home study program, pursuant to R.S. 17:236.1,

23 or a nonpublic school not seeking state approval for the purpose of the following:

24 (a) Increasing their child’s academic performance.

25 (b) Facilitating, socialization for student enrichment.

26 Ic) Facilitating student recreational or athletic activitie&

27 (5) Restrict or deny the use of the building for a Vacation Bible School or

28 a Bible Camp.
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I B. Nothing in this Seion shall prevent enforcement of Title 14 of the
V2 Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 or any other applicable provisions of criminal

3 law.

4 §5234. Definitions

5 In this Part, unless the context otherwise requires:

6 * * *

7 (3) “Compelling state interest” means a government interest of the hhthest

8 mannitude that cannot otherwise be achieved without burdenint! ajierson’s riuht to

9 the free exercise of religion and includes the interest of the state to protect the best

10 interest of a child and the health, safety, and welfare of a child.

11 * * *

12 (5) “Exercise of religion” means the practice or observance of religion under1/ V13 Article/ Section 8/ofthe Constitution of Louisina and the First Amendment of the

14 Constitution of the United States ofAmerica and includes the ability to act or refuse

15 to act in a manner substantially motivated by a sincerely-held religious belief,

16 whether or not the exercise is compulsory or a central part or central requirement of

17 the persons religious beliefand includes the freedom ofworship in churches or other
I /

18 places of worship under Article XII, Section 17 of the Constitution of Louisiana.

19 (6) ‘Government” or “govemmental agency”, or “agency” means any of the

20 following:

21 * * *

22 §523 7. Remedies

/
23 Subject to the provisions of R.S. 13:5240(C), a person whose religious

V
24 exercise is being, has been, or is lilcely to be burdened in violation of this Part may

25 assert that violation as a claim or defense in ajudicial. or an administrative, or other

26 proceeding and obtain appropriate relief, not to include punitive or exemplary

27 damages, without regard to whether the proceeding is brought in the name of the

28 state or by any other person, including but not limited to:

29 (1) Injunctive relief, protective order, writ of mandamus or prohibition, or

30 declaratory relief to prevent any violation of these provisions.
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1 (2) The actual damages, reasonable attorney fees, and court costs, including

2 court anproved expert witness fees.

3 B. Ifafter satisfying the notice provisions provided in R.S. 1 35238. a person

4 obtains preliminary injunctive relief under this Part, the person shall remain entitled
/ /5 to the remedies provided in Paraszraph (A)(2) of this Section. notwithstanding any

6 voluntary cessation or efforts to remove the infringing burden on the moving party’s

7 religious beliefs.

8 * * *

9 §5239. Remediation

10 Prior to the expiration of the thirty-day period referred to in R.S. I 1:5238, an

11 agency which receives notice in accordance with R.S. 13:523 8 may remedy the

12 substantial burden on the person’s free exercise of religion. A person with respect

13 to whom a substantial burden on the persons free exercise of religion has been cured

14 may not bring an action under this S.tiun or shall dismiss such action if it is

15 already pending.

16 §5240. Limitations and procedures

/ /
17 A. Except as stated in Subsection B of this Section, and except as to

18 objections, protective orders or writs of mandamus or prohibition, the provisions of
-I V19 the Louisiana Governmental Claims Act, R.S. 13:5101 thivugli 5108 et seq., as

20 applicable, shall apply to an action tmdci pigjo this Part.

21 B. person shall bring an action to assert a claim for damages under this

22 P’ not later than one year after any of the following:

23 (tiit Ihc date the person knew or should have known of the substantial

24 burden on the persons free exercise of religion.

25 (6) £21 The date that an action pursuant to this Part was dismissed by an

26 administative law judge or a court, or there was a finding in favor of the person on
/27 the merit which resulted in a claim authorized pursuant to this Part.

28 (2.) Mailing notice under R.S. l3238 shall toll the one-year period until the

29 seventy-fifth day after the date on which the notice is mailed.

30 * * *
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1 Section 2. R.S. 17:407.33(1) ishereby amended andreenacted andR.S. 17:407.33(9)

2 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

3 §407.33. Definitions

4 I —Asused in this Part, the following terms have the following meanings unlessLi)—L1)(l) -Li)
5 the context clearly indicates otherwise:

6 (1) ‘Camp” means any place or facility operated by any institution, society,

7 agency, corporation, person or persons, or any other group which serves only

8 children five years of age or older and operates only when school is not in session

9 during the summer months or school holidays includinuZit not limited to;:

10 Vacation Bible Schoolt Bible Camp.

11 * * *

12 “Mother’s day out prouram” means a religious enrichment program for

13 children offered at a church or other place of worship that meets the requirements of

14 R.S. 17:407.35(B).

15 Section 3. This Act shall become effébtive upon signature by the governor or, if not

16 signed by the governor, upon expiration ofthe time for bills to become law without signature

17 by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If

18 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

19 effective on the day following such approval.

7

1

/

a
SPEAKER OttHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATiVES

PRE ENT OF THE SEN

__
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SENATE BILL NO. 178 CIushICEtaB icc i-i
BY SENATOR JENKINS AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, BAYHAM, BRYANT,

WILFORD CARTER, DEVILLIER, EDMONSTON, FISHER,
FREIBERG, HUGHES, JACKSON, LAFLEUR, MANDIE LANDRY,
LYONS, MENA, NEWELL, RISER, WALTERS, WILLARD AND
YOUNG

Prefiled pursuant to Article ill, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(j) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 174l6((Xi) and the introductory paraaph of

3 I 416.8(A)(l)(a) and to enact . . 17:416.8(A)(l)(a)(x) and 416.18.1, relative to

4 school employees; to pro de for the School Employee Bill of Rights relative to

5 disciplinary matters; provide for membership on certain committees; to provide

6 for an effective te; and to provide for related matters.

7 Be it enacted by th egislature of Louisiana:

8 Sectio . R.S. 1 7:416(A)(1)(b)(i) and the introductory paragraph of4l 6.8(A)(lXa)

9 are hereb amended and reenacted and R.S. 17:416.8(A)(l)(a)(x) and 416.18.1 are hereby

10 ena d to read as follows:

11 §416. Discipline of students; suspension; expulsion

12 A.(l) * * *

13 (b)(i) Each teacher and school employee may take disciplinary action to

14 correct a student who violates school rules or who interferes with an orderly

15 education process. No principal or administrator shall prohibit or discourage a

16 teacher or school employee from taking disciplinary action, recommending

17 disciplinary action, or completing a form to initiate disciplinary action against a

18 student who violates school policy or who interferes with an orderly education

19 process. No principal or administrator shall retaliate or take adverse employment

20 action against a teacher or school employee for taking disciplinary action against a

21 student. The provisions ofthis Item shall apply only if the disciplinary action that the

22 teacher or school employee takes is in accordance with policy adopted by the public

23 school governing authority.

24 * * *
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1 §416.8. Discipline policy review committees; school option

2 A.(1)(a) Each city and parish school board shall establish a discipline policy

3 review committee composed of sixti seventeen members as follows:

4:1 * * *

5 J (xl One paraprofessional to be elected by his peers.

* * *

7 H 416.18.1. School Employee Bill of Rights

8 A. Respecting the authority of school employees is essential to creating

9 a safe environment conducive to learning, effective instruction in the classroom,

10 and proper administration of city, parish., and other local nublic schools. To

11 maintain and protect that authority, it is important that school employees,

12 administrators, parents, and students are fully informed of the various rights

13 conferred upon school employees pursuant to this SeJIn. which are:

14 (1) A school employee has the right to work in a safe, secure, and orderly

15 environment that is conducive to learning and free from recogeddMersor

16 hazards that are causing or likely to cause serious injun in accordance with
‘F

17 R.S. 17:416.9 and 416.16.

18 (2) A school employee has the riabt to work free from the fear of.

19 frivolous lawsuits, including the right to’ qualified immunity and to a legal

20 defense, and to indemnification by the employing school board, pursuant to R.S.
I ‘F ‘F- —

21 17:416.4, 416.11. and 439, for actions taken in the performance of duties of the

22 school employee’s employment.

23 (3) A school employee has the right to hold students accountable for

24 disorderly conduct, in accordance with R.S. 17:416 and 416.14 and any city.

25 parish, or other local public school board regulation.

26 H (4) A school employee has the right to have his professional judgment

27 and discretion respected in’ school and district administrators in. any.

28 disciplinary action taken lwtbe school employee in accordance with schooland

29 district policy and with RS 17:416(Afllfla) and (b) .

30 (5) A school employee shall have the right to be involved in decisions
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I regarding student behavior management in accordance with ItS. 17:416.8.

2 (6) A school employee shaft have the right to additional compensation in

3 accordance with itS. 17:418 an’ 419.2. and any compensation provided by any

4 city, parish, or other local nubile school board regulation.

5 (7) A school emnloyee shall not have his wages reduced for any school

6 year below the amount paid to the school employee in hourly wage or annual

7 salary during the urevious school year, nor shall the amount of the hourly wage

8 or annual salary paid to any school employee be reduced at any time durin€an
I .1

9 academic year in accordance with itS. 17:422.6.

10 (8) A school employee serving as a substitute teacher shall have the ritht

11 to additional compensation as provided in ItS. 17:419.3.

12 (9) A school employee has the right to be treated with civih and respect

13 as provided in KS. 17:416.12.

14 (10) A school employee shall have the right to perform noneomplex

• 15 medical procedures only if all the requirements in ItS. 17:436 have been met

16 and documented.

17 (11) A school employee shall have the right to administer medication

18 only if all the requirements in itS. 17:436.1 have been met and documented...

19 (12) A school employee required by law or regulation to be trajued.for

20 a specific job requirement shaft be required to perform those specific antics

21 only if they have received the mandated training and the training..has been

22 documented as reauired by law or regulation.

23 (13) A school employee shaft have the right to professional dévelooment

24 and career advancement and should be supported in advancingthefrcareer&
V ‘

25 pursuant to R..S. 17:7.4, 7.7. and 7.8.

26 (14) A school employee has the right to complete only panerworkthatis

27 not excessively burdensome and that, if required by law or regulation, adheres

28 to the law or regulation and does not result in overly cumbersome

29 interpretations of that law or regulation.

30 B. No city, parish, or other Local public school board shall establish
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policies that prevent school employees from exercising the rights provided in
V. V2 this Section or in any other provision included in ItS. 17:416 and 416.14. No

3 principal or administrator shall retaliate or take adverse employment action

4 against a school employee for exercisin2 the rights provided in this Secttn.

5 However, the provisions of this SectIon do not authorize a school employee to

6 violate the provisions of any discipline policy adopted by the public school

7 governing authorih.

/
8 C. The provisions of this Section shall not be construed to supersede any

9 other state law, State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education policy, or

10 city, parish, or other local public school board policy enacted or adopted

11 relative to the discipline of students.

12 D. Each city, parish, or other local public school board shall provide a
WV

13 copy of this Section to all school employees at the beginning of each school year

14 in a form or manner apnroved by the school board.Each schOotboardalso shall

V..15 post a copy of the rights provided in this Section in a prommentalace;ineverv

16 school and administrative building it operates and nrovlde a cowto narents or

17 legal guardians of all children attending schools in a form azid manner

18 approved by the school board. Each city, parish, or other local publtcschool

19 board and even’ school under its iurisdiction that maintains an internet website

20 shall post on the website a copy of the School Employee Bill of Rights required

21 by this Section.

22 E. This Secn shall not be construed to require a public school

23 governing authority to spend its funds to purchase displays. In order to fund the

24 displays free of charuie, the school public governing authority shall do either of

25 the following;

26 (1) Accept donated funds to purchase the displays.

27 (2 Accept donated displays.

28 F. The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall adopt

WV
29 rules and regulations in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to

/
30 ensure the proper implementation of this Section.
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Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon sinae by the governor or, if not

2 sied by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to eme law without siare

3 by the governor, as provided by Article ifi, Section 18 of e Constitution of Louisiana. If

4 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by e legislature, this Act shall become

5 effective on the day following such approval.

C

PaRS TOF ENATE

APPROVED:

_________

Page5of5
Coding: Words which are 5truck tIHuugll are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface P’pe and underscored are additions.



IAc-rLf9
ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 384

BY REPRESENTATIVES BRYANT AND CI-IASSION

La. Ste Ltn 1e
FTE’s CO?Y

2s To: R 1 _Ps. L

Note:

i ANf&

2 To amend and reenact R.SA?416(C)(2g<and (b) and to enact R.S. 17:416(0), relative to

3 discipline of students in pubjj%schools; to provide for discipline of certain students

4 found to be in ossessy6f certain substances on school property; and to provide

5 for related matte

6 Be it enacted by th egislature of Louisiana:

7 Secti 1. R.S. 17:41 6(C)(2)(a) and (b) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

8 17:5fi(dç is hereby enacted to read as follows:

9 §416. Discipline of students; suspension; expulsion

10 * * *

11 C.

12 * * *

13 (2)(a)Li) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection B of this Section 41111

14 except as provided in Item (ii) of this Subparazraph, any student in grades six

15 through twelve who is found guilty of being in possession of a firearm, a knife with

16 a blade equal to or in excess of two and one-half inches in length, or any illegal

17 narcotic, drug, or other controlled substance on school property, on a school bus, or

18 at a school-sponsored event, pursuant to a hearing as provided for by Paragraph (1)

19 of this Subsection, shall be expelled from school for a minimum period of fmr iw

20 complete school semesters and shall be referred to the district attorney for

21 appropriate action. However, the superintendent may modi& the length of such

22 minimum expulsion requirement on a case-by-case basis, provided that such

23 modification is in writing.
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(ii) A student found guilty of being in possession of marijuana.

tetrahydrocannabjnoL or any chemical derivative thereof shall not be subject to the
‘-F

jrovisions of Item (i) of this Subpara2raph unless it is the second or subsequent

occurrence.

. V(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection B of this Section, any

student in grades six through twelve found guilty of being in possession of tobacco,

alcohol, or vaping product or found uuiltv on the first occurrence of being in

possession of marijuana. tetrahydrocannabinol. or any chemical derivative thereof

on school property’, on a school bus, or at a school-sponsored event may be

recommended for expulsion.

4’ * *

0. Each citN’. parish, and other local public school board shall gather data and

annually report findings related to expulsions to the state Depariment of Education.

This report shall include:

( 1) The number of students expelled after the first occasion for committing
— V.am’ of the offenses enumerated in Subsection B or Sttbssctit C of this Section.

(2) The number of students exoelled after the second or subsequent occasion
-

for committing arty of the offenses enumerated in Subsection B or Sebseetiotf C of

this Section.

(3) The number of students who return to a regular school setting after

completion of the period of expulsion at an alternative school or alternative

educational placement.

1’
SPEAKER OVfHE HOUSE OF REPRESENT t1VES

PRESI T OF

STATE LOUISIANA
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SENATE BILL NO.26

• BY SENATORS BOUDREAUX, BARROW, BASS, BOUIE, CARTER, CATHEY,
CONNICK, DUPLESSIS, EDMONDS, HARRIS, HENRY, JACKSON-

• ANDREWS, JENKINS, LUNEAU, MCMATH, MILLER, MIZELL,
OWEN, PRESSLY, PRICE, REESE, SELDERS, TALBOT AND
WHEAT AND REPRESENTATIVES BERAULT, CHASSION,
DICKERSON, EGAN, FISHER, HUGHES, KNOX, MCMAHEN AND
MILLER

Preffled pursuant to Article Ill, Section 2(AX4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

• AN)rCT
S. )

2 To enact R.S. 17:436.3.1, relative to dia)Øs information; to provide for development of

certain tyTe 1 diabetes info •on; to provide for distribution of the information to

4 j parents and legal ans of students; and to provide for related matters,

5 Be it enacted by the gislature of Louisiana:

6 Se5jp6t.R.S. 17:436.3.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

7 H 436.3.1. Type I diabetes information; distribution to school boards

8 A.(1) The Louisiana Department of Health shall develop and provide

9 type 1 diabetes informational materials to the state Department of Education.

10 The state Department of Education shall orovide the information to each city,

11 parish, and other local public school board.

12 (2) Information provided to the school boards pursuant to this Section

13 shall include but not be limited to all of the following:

14 (a) A description of type 1 diabetes.

15 (bI A description of the risk factors and warning signs associated with

16 t’ypeldiabetes.

17 (c) A description of the need for screening of all students for early

18 detection of pe 1 diabetes using a blood autoantibody test.

19 (d) A recommendation that a parent or guardian of a student displaying

20 warning signs associated with type 1 diabetes or positive early detection

21 screening results should immediately consult with the student’s primary care

22 provider to develop an appropriate treatment plan. The treatment plan may

23 include consultation with and examination hv a specialty care provider,

24 including but not limited to a properly qualified endocrinologist.
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B. Each city, parish, and other local public school board shall distribute

the information to parents and legal guardians of all prekindergarten.

elementary, and secondary students upon enrollment and annually thereafter

by posting the information on school websites or by electronic distribution.

r
2

3

4
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HOUSE BILL NO. 639

• BY REPRESENTATiVE RISER AND SENATOR CATI-IEY

La. Ete La?! fle
P}$TE’S COfl La. 2tate Lw htzUttofl To; icc ii . -‘ PRINTEfl COPYNote:

NO EDITS
CtnsUlc&tan RcZ]

ANC

a

2 To amend and reenact R.S. .27:625(B) and (G)(8) and to enact R.S. J7:l792 and R.S.

3 27:625(G)(9) and (10), relatiyé’to online sports wagering tax revenue and student

4 I athletes; to provide for the tax rate on online sports wagering; to allocate online

5 sports wagering taxevenue; to create a flmd for the benefit of university athletic

6 departments; 3nd to provide for related matters.

7 Be it enacted b,the Legislature of Louisiana:

8 1. R.S. 27:625w) and (G)(8) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

9 27)zG)(9) and (10) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

10 §625. State tax; levy

11 * * *

12 B. There is hereby levied a fine...11 twenty-one and one-halfpercent tax upon

13 the net gaming proceeds from sports wagering offered to consumers within this state

14 pursuant to this Title electronically through a website or mobile application. The

15 provisions ofthis Subsection shall not apply to electronic sports wagering conducted

16 [ through a sports wagering mechanism.

17 * * *

/18 0. After complying with the provisions of Subsection D ofthis Section, each

19 fiscal year the state treasurer shall credit the following amounts to the following

20 funds:

21 * * *
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1 (8) Any fuuds ahall b availahk &a atatt .iiia1 funth. Twenty-
2 five percent of the monies collected ursiiant to Subsection Bof this Section shall
3 be credited to the Supporting Programs. Opportunities. Resources, and Teams Fund

4—4 established by R.S. 17:1792.

/5 (9) Three percent of the monies collected pursuant to Subsection B of this
6 Section shall be credited to the Louisiana Postsecondary Inclusive Education Fund

V
7 establishedbvl{.S. 17:3138.11.

8 (10) Any remaining fbnds shall be available as state general funds.

Is hereby enacted to read as

10 l792. Supporting Programs. Opportunities. Resources, and Teams Fund

11 A. There is hereby created in the state treasury a special fund to be known

12 as the Supporting Programs. Opportunities, Resources, and Teams Fund, hereafter

13 in this Secilon referred to as the “fund”.

14 B. Monies in the fund shall be invested by the state treasurer in the same

15 manner as monies in the state general fund. Interest earned on the investment of

16 monies in the fimd shall be deposited in and credited to the fund. Unexpended

17 unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the

18 fund.

19 C. After compliance with the provisions of Article VII. Section 9(8) of thefl

20 Constitution of Louisiana relative to the Bond Security and Redemption Fun&the

21 state treasurer shall deposit into the fund all monies dedicated, transferr.i or

22 appropriated to the flmd. Monies in the fund shall be appropriated to the Board of

23 Regents for distribution to athletic departments at public universities that are

24 members of conferences that comoete in NCAA Division One athletics at the

25 Football Bowl Subdivision and Football Championship Subdivision levels in

26 Louisiana for the benefit of student athletes. For the purposes of this Section.

27 “benefit” means scholarships, insurance, medical coverage, facility enhancements.

28 litigation settlement fees, and Alston awards. Each university shall establish

29 eligibility criteria for benefits awarded pursuant to the provisions of this Section.
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9 %onies from the fimd shall not be used to displace. replace, or supplant

any other awards or scholarships.

/ The Board of Regents shall distribute funds received pursuant to the
/

provisions of this Section equally among eli2ible institutions. Each eliuible

university athletic department shall receive an eQual distribution of flmds for use in

accordance with the provisions of this Secion.

7
HB NO. 639
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 279

BY REPRESENTATIVE BOYD AND SENATORS EDMONDS, HODGES, JACKSON
ANDREWS, MIGUEZ, AND MIZELL

La. $tat btw tttQ
P&INT!rrS COPY

NO DTU
CInslHc&tah i.c I 1
jofQa

I AN/Er

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:1801 .5<’re1ative to acts of criminal hazing; to provide

3 relative to requirements of ertain students at postsecondary education institutions;

4 and to provide for r ted matters.

5 Be it enacted by the gislature of Louisiana:

6 Secti 1. R.S. 17:1801.1(C) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

7 § 1801.1. Hazing education; policies; new student orientation; organizations

8
* * *

9 C. Each organization as defined in R.S. 17:1801 shall, as a condition of

10 operating at an institution, adopt the hazing prevention policy that the institution has

11 adopted pursuant to Subsection A of this Section, which shall include possible

12 institutional sanctions against the organization in the event of a reported or

13 conflnned hazing incident, and a policy that prohibits hazing. Each organization

14 shall provide annually at least vu’.. liuui two hours of hazing prevention education

15 that includes education relative to such policies to all members, prospective

16 members, and anyone who is employed by or volunteers with the organization. The

17 education may b provided in person, electronically, or both. Each organization

18 shall submit a report annually to the institution with which it is affiliated relative to

19 the students, employees, and volunteers receiving such education evidenced by an
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1 attestation of such individuals receiving the education. The institution shall

2 terminate the organization’s operation on campus if it fails to comply with the

3 provisions of this Subsection and shall submit a report to the House Committee on

4 I Education and Senate Committee on Education upon such termination.
iCAcc 2ozc. Mo. rj+J

5 Section 2. This Act may be cited and shall be known as the “Anti-’ Education:

6 Enough is Enough Act”.

APPROVEIY

F LOUISIANA
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ClassItictafi___________
BY REPRESENTATIVE AMEDEE

1 AN6
I

2 To amend and reenact R.S. j1964W)(5,)/relative to the Jimmy 1). Long, Sr. Louisiana

3 SchooL for Math, Science, and Arts; to provide for the salary schedule established

4 by the board of directors) teachers and other school employees; to provide for the

5 funding of the saIe<’and to provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by th5,J4islature of Louisiana:

7 Sectj3-1<R.S. 17:1 964(D)(5) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

8 § 1964. Board of directors; creation; membership; terms; powers, duties, and

9 functions; voting; compensation

10 * * *

11 U. In addition to the authorities granted herein and any powers, duties, and

12 responsibilities vested by any other applicable laws, the board shall:

13 * * *

14 (5)) Determine faculty and staff positions necessary for the efficient

15 operation of the school and select personnel for such positions.

16 (b) Establish a salary schedule by which to determine the salaries to be paid

17 to teachers and other school employees in accordance withR.S. 17:418. The cost of

18 the salaries shall be oaid from funds subject to appropriation by the leulslature.

19

APPROVED:

UISIANA

Page 1 of 1

CODING: Words in stmd,. thivugli type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



ACTZ374 La. tatc lsw rtfltt
PRINTER’S cocn ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session NO DiTU
CIas:ifIcataa (?(

HOUSE BILL NO. 544

BY REPRESENTATIVE TURNER

La. £tat Lmw ktzttutQ
PUNTER’S COPY

NO DTS
CIa::Illcstan t’ Ii

1 ANACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:2048.51(B), (C)(9),( 10), and (20), and (G), to enact R.S.
,., rc. I1;2D42.cl(H) aJ\cf

3 17:2048.5 1(C)(14), and to repeal Part IV-C of Chapter 9 of Title 17 of the Louisiana

4 Revised Statutes of 1950, comprised of its. 17:2048.61, R.S. 36:651(LXl)(b) and

5 (c), and Subpart C of Part ifi of Chapter 11 of Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised

6 Statutes of 1950, comprised of R.S. 7:l007, relative to health care workforce

7 development; to provide for the Louisiana Health Works Commission; to provide for

8 its membership; to provide for committees ofthe commission; to abolish the Nursing

9 Supply and Demand Council; to abolish the Simulation Medical Training and

10 Education Council for Louisiana; and to provide for related matters.

11 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

12 Section 1. itS. 17:2048.51(B), (C)(9), (10), and (20), and (G) are hereby amended

13 and reenacted and R.S. 17:948.51(C)(14) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

14 §2048.51. Louisiana Health Works Commission; creation; membership;

15 compensation; staff and facilities; powers and duties; data collection and

16 reporting

17 * * *

18 B. The purpose of the commission is to serve as a collaborative working

19 group to integrate and coordinate resources relative to licaith aLc healthcarc

20 workforce development within various state departments and key organizations

21 to earn out those duties previously assigned to the Nursing Supply and Demand

22 Council and the Simulation Medical Training and Education Council for Louisiana.
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1 C. The following shall serve as members of the Louisiana Health Works

2 Commission:

3 I * * *

4 (9) The chairman of the Nursing Supply and Demand Cvuiit.il Committee

5 or his designee.

5 (10) The dean of thc SdzujI yf A111A II0lth at or a staff

7 member of the uisiana State Universi Health Sciences Center at Shreveport

8 appointed by the president of the Louisiana State University System.

9 * * *

10 (14) One member representing and appointed by the Louisiana Department

11 of Health. office of public health.

12 * * *

13 (20) The chancellor or a staff member of the Louisiana State University

14 Health Sciences Center at New Orleans ..n his d;su appointed by the president

15 of the Louisiana State University System.

16 * * *

17 G. The Louisiana Health Works Commission shall have the fo1Iowin

18 committees:

19 (1 )( Thcsc ,Lall Is. an executive committee composed ofthe following:

20 (t) (I) The commissioner of higher education or his designee for the

21 commission.

22 (2) {jj) The chairman ofthe Nursing Supply and Demand eotmeil Committee

23 or his designee for the commission.

24 (3) jjfl The president of the University of Louisiana System or his designee

25 for the commission.

26 (4) (jy) The dean ufth SUIl 0fAIBd JkaltJi P.ufaua, t or a staff

27 member of the Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center at Shreveport

28 appointed by the president of the Louisiana State University System vi bia d.aigiivc

29 for the commission.
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1 (5) (y) The president of the Louisiana Hospital Association or his designee
2 for the commission.

3 (6) (yj) The executive director of the Louisiana Nursing Home Association
4 or his designee.

5 (9)yjj) The president ofthe Louisiana State Medical Society or his designee.
6 (8) (viii) The president of the Southern University System or his designee for
7 the commission.

8 (9) fiçj The chancellor or a staff member of the Louisiana State University
9 Health Sciences Center at New Orleans aopointed by the president of the Louisiana

10 State University System Os hip dePbL.cc for the commission.

11 (1-0) (ii) The president ofthe Louisiana Academy of Family Physicians or his
12 designee for the commission.

13 (1-1-) (j) The president of the Louisiana Community and Technical College
14 System or his designee for the commission.

15 (+2)(Njj) The presidcnt ofthe LouisianaAssociation ofIndependent Colleges
16 and Universities or his designee for the commission.

17 (xiii) The president ofthe Louisiana State Nurses Association or his desiznee
18 for the commission.

19 W(b) The executive committee shall:

20 (1-) (j) Elect the chairperson of the commission. The chair of the Nursing
21 Supply and Demand Committee shall serve as the vice chair of the commission.

22 (2) (ji) Establish rules of procedure to be adopted in accordance with the

23 Administrative Procedure Act.

24 (3) (jjj) Perform other tasks as the commission directs or the adopted rules

25 of procedure require.

26 (2) A Nursing Supply and Demand Committee, to consist of representatives

27 of all organizations previously represented on the Nursing Supply and Demand

28 Council who are not represented on the Health Works Commission, in addition to

29 any other members of the Health Works Commission as appointed by its chair.
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(3) A Simulation Medical Training and Education Committee, to consist of

representatives ofall organizations previously represented on the Simulation Medical

Training and Education Council who are not represented on the Health Works

Commission, any members of the Health Works Commission as may be appointed

by its chair, and the following members:

(a) A representative of Xavier School of Medicine.

(b) A representative of the Edward Via School of Osteopathic Medicine.

(ci A representative of Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lath University.

9 * * 4’

10 Section 2. R.S. 17:2048.61, Part IV-C of Chapter 9 of Title 17 of the Louisiana
V11 Revised Statutes of 1950, comprised of R.S. 17:2048.61, R.S. 36:65 I(L)(l)(b) and (c), and

12 Subpart C of Part 111 of Chapter 11 of Title 37 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,

13 comprised of R.S. 37:1007, are hereby repealed intheir entirety.

14 Section 3. This Act shalt become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not

15 signed by the governor, upon expiration ofthe time for bills to become law without signature

16 by the governor, as provided by Article ll1,Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If

17 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

18 effective on the day following such approval.
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BY REPRESENTATIVES BRASS AND CHASSION
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I AN

2 To amend and reenact R.s...41:2922.1,9)Oxintroductory paragraph), (j), and (k) and to

3 enact R.S. 17:2922.l(B9X6), relative to the Dual Enrollment Task Force; to

4 provide for the mem rship of the task force; and to provide for related matters.

5 Be it enacted by the lature of Louisiana:

6 secti,Z. 17:2922.1(B)(flOntrodueto paraaph), ), and (k) are hereby

7 amendefr1 reenacted and R.S. 17:2922.1(B)(l)(o) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

8 §2922.1. Dual Enrollment Framework Task Force; creation; purpose; membership;

9 definitions; reporting; termination

10 * * *

11 B.(l) The task force shall be composed of fomt.n fifteen members as

12 follows:

13 * * *

14 (j) The prcai&nt fCdll chief executive officer of Leaders for a Better

15 Louisiana or his designee.

16 (k) The uti’. dito1 fGtd fl,1 Chi1& Lii1 chief executive

17 officer of the Pelican Institute for Public Policy or his designee.

18 * * *
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 161

BY REPRESENTATIVE HUGHES

ENROLLED

La. $tatc Lw rttdc
P&UNTER’S CWY

NO DJTU
CIassIhc&a i i
oi€

1) and 5081(B)(1) and (D)(4) and to enact R.S.

Taylor Opportunity Program for Students; to provide

and TOPS Tech Early Start; to provide for eligibility

To amend and reenact R.S .:1::’5002i

17:3047.1(H), relative to

relative to TOPS T

requirements;

Be it enacted by

1

2

3

4

)

6

7

8

9

gislature of Louisiana:

R.S. l7:5002(D)(l) and 5081(B)(1) and (D)(4) are hereby amended and

reei and R.S. 17:3047.1(H) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§3047.1. Advisory council; membership; responsibilities

10 * * *

11 H The advisory council shall identi I’, programs in which an ehgible student

12 may enroll to receive a TOPS-Tech or TOPS-Tech Early Start award. Theáouncil

13 shall consider the qualifications for qualified programs for the M.J. FosterPromise

14 Program when identit’viiw such programs.

15 * * *

16 §5002. Awards and amounts

17 * * *

18 D.(1) Except as otherwise provided in this Subsection, a student who is

19 eligible for a TOPS-Tech Award pursuant to this Chapter and who is enrolled:

20 (a) In an eligible public college or university that does not offer an academic

21 undergraduate degree at the baccalaureate level in those associate’s degree or other
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1 shorter-term training and education programs that . thed tu IatC

2 pnviiti..s aa dctiauuncd b thy Bvatd uf R...gcuta and th LOuiiai.a VTuikfun.e

3 h,v tsnist Cuurnil, as determined by the advisory council pursuant to R.S.

4 17:3047.1. shall be awarded by the state an amount determined by the administering

5 agency to equal the tuition charged by the college or university during the 2016-2017

6 academic year. If th. Buaid ufRgcnts and tla, Lvuiaiana Wukf1...c lnv.StthCnt

7 dct11..1it such council determines that a program is no longer aligned with

8 those priorities, an otherwise eligible student who had previously received an award

9 and enrolled in that program may continue to use the award.

10 (b) In an eligible college or university other than as provided for in

11 Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph in those associate’s degree or other shorter-term

12 training education programs that aic lcd tu ataL 0kfo1cc pnuntica “a

13 dctcnunid b, thc Buaid uf Rcbwta and th Luuja’wia W1kf1 hzvcanstt

14 Cotmcil, as determined by the advison council pursuant to R.S. 17:3047.1. shall be

15 awarded by the state an amount determined by the administering agency to equal the

16 weighted average of the tuition amounts charged to students attending an eligible
t

17 public college or university that does not offer an academic undergraduate degree at

18 the baccalaureate level during the 2016-2017 academic year. If tlic Dvaid ufRegcuta

19 and thc Luuiaio.jjp Wo1kf1 h1t111.t CyuIILil dytcIminc such council determines

20 that a program is no longer aligned with those priorities, an otherwise eligible

21 student who had previously received an award and enrolled in that program may

22 continue to use the award.

23 * * *

24 §5081. TOPS-Tech Early Start Award; purpose; eligibility; limitations;

25 administration; implementation; reports

26 * * *

27 B.(l) A TOPS-Tech Early Start Award may be used to fund any thiii..al

28 vi appli4 wus ac kadiug tv an Iudustiy-D”ai.4 Ccctifii.aitiun, a C,iti1icatC. fAl4

29 p Ceiti±icat. uf TvJuiial tkiuts offt1J at a Louisiana

30 pvatauUdaiy cliaatiuii inatittsttuii ‘ii any Luuiaiaisa tIaiiiiii pi U V
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1L.WULC$ by the Louiaiag V’kfu Co.,,nii.cou and appaovd by the sta

B0d of Eleuiutuy and &cuuda&y Edw&cztivis aa 10id In Pmaiayh (4) of tino

S ubactun wlIu auth CcitifiCatiuu oi i.c.rnfkat 1 ajJjJlU by W01k.fo1c.c

Inveatint.nt Cm.1l aa mc.cUn iL fvllvwng scjuiiOmcub. qualified proiram, as
V

determined by the advisory council pursuant to R.S. 17:3047.1.

(a) Ia idcutfkd by ti Owupa&nl Foicoastiug CGitfcicia as a ,idcntial

an Oi..t.upativu ‘ii toy d11ia11d ni I.,Oa,aiaua.

(b) Is •ca,srnaJ by thy taty kduatzy-Daacd Cctifk.atiuu Lvo&iahiy

COuiaAl.

* * *

D. To be eligible for an initial TOPS-Tech Early Start Award, a student shall

meet each of the following conditions and comply with other applicable provisions

of this Section and administering agency rules:

* * *

(4) Meet one of the following:

Score at least fifteen on the English subsection and fifteen on the

mathematics subsection of the ACT PLAN assessment or a successor assessmcnt

administered as part of Louisian&s Educational Planning and Assessment System or

the ACT or an equivalent concordant value of the SAT.

oi havt. pttaiitcd Attain a silver level score on the assessments of the ACT

WorkKeys system.

(c) Meet the eligibility requirements for technical dual enrollment courses

as determined by the Board of Regents.

I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

‘p

a
0 I

* ;Jc 2oZ o. IS
Section 2. The provisions of this Act shall apply to awards

year and thereafter.

Section 3. This Act shall become eff

signed by the governor,

by the

upon signature by the governor or, if not

become law without signature

provided by Article UI, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
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vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the

2 effective on the day following such approval.
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this Act shall become
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A /
To amend and reenact R.S.4?3088 and/enact R.S47:293(9)(a)(xxvii), relative to the

Achieving a Better Life Experi ce Account Program (ABLE); to provide relative

to tax table income; to exel e certain deposits into ABLE accounts for financing of

certain qualified expe es of persons with disabilities; to require certain information

to be reported to e Department of Revenue; to provide for applicability; and to

provide for r ated matters.

Be it enacted b e Legislature of Louisiana:

1. R.S. 17:3088 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§3088. Amounts deposited in ABLE accounts; Louisiana income tax; tax table

income; reports to the Department of Revenue

r1 taA yaL biimiug OLI and aftei JaHUG.Ly 1,2016, a.lLLflaItS &ositcd h1

an ABLE account ii behalf tA any &aigiiat.d b icflciaiy iiay be cAduded fi&u1 ta.

table iit’.uLLL fu1 ptupO.., of L4.JuiicmA iu.âmC ta& if authotiad by th.. p’uv.iOtb

of R.S. 47.293(9)(a). A. For tax years beliinnin2 on and after January 1,2026.

amounts that an account owner deposits into an ABLE account on behalfof any

designated beneficiary’ shall be exempt from inclusion in the account owner’s

taxable income for the purposes of state individual income tax up to a maximum

of two thousand four hundred dollars per beneficiary per taxable year for

account owners filing single returns and up to a maximum of four thousand

eight hundred dollars per beneficiary per taxable year for account owners fihin2

joint returns, as provided in R.S. 47:293(9)(aftxxvii$lf an account owner
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deposits less than the maximum two thousand four hundred dollars per year in

2 an owned account and files a single return or if married account owners deposit

3 less than the maximum of four thousand eight hundred dollars per year in an

4 account or accounts for a benefician’ and file a joint return, the difference

5 between the total deposits and two thousand four hundred dollars or four

6 thousand eight hundred dollars, respectively, shall roll over to subsequent years

7 and shall be exempt from inclusion in the account owner’s taxable income for

8 the purjicqfstate income tax in addition to the two thousand four hundred

9 dollars or four thousand eight hundred dollars in the year actually deposited,
v(xxVlii)10 as provided in R.S. 47:29349)(aflx3Nifl

11 B. On or before the thirty -first day ofJanuan of each year. the authority

12 shall submit a report to the secretan’ of the Department of Revenue listing all

13 donations made to ABLE accounts during the prior calendar year. The report

14 shall be in electronic format and shall contain the name of the account owner,

15 the account owner’s social security number, and the amount of aLl deposits

16 made b’ the account owner into the savings account durinu the prior calendar

17 year.

18 c&ctfrnr2rt2r4?r299)a)rtvii)4&.heeby enacted tg,redasJ1Jewsr””

19 §293. Definitions
I

20 The following definitions shall apply throughout this Part, unless the context

21 requires otherwise:

22 * *

23 (9)(a) “Tax table income”, for resident individuals, means adjusted gross

24 income plus interest on obligations of a state or political subdivision thereof, other

25 than Louisiana and its municipalities, title to which obligations vested with the

26 resident individual on or subsequent to January 1, 1980, and less:

27 * * *

(y%Jic)
28 4x,i44tFor taxears beginning on and after January 1.2026. the amount

29 deposited in a special savings account for financing ofcertain qualified expenses
/

30 of persons with disabilities as provided in R.S. 17:3088 and any interest
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accrued; however, any deposit plus interest withdrawn from a special savipg

account for purposes other than pavinE qualified disability expenses, as defined
V

in itS. 17:3082. shall be included
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HOUSE BILL NO. 202

BY REPRESENTATrVES BOYD, BAYHAM, BRASS, BRYANT, CHASSION, FISHER.JACKSON, JORDAN, KNOX, LAFLEUR, LARVADAIN, LYONS, MARCELLE,
MENA, MOORE, NEWELL, PHELPS, TAYLOR, WALTERS, AND YOUNGAND SENATORS BARROW, BOUDREAUX, BOUIE, CARTER, DUPLESSIS,
AND SELDERS

La. Ltatc Lw rtttuto
PINTEfl’S COPY

NO2DI7S
CassIflcan Ii

/
2 To enact KS. I 73 138.1, relative to po5sIcondary educationmanagement boards; to require

3 each public postsecon education institution to offer a privacy waiver to its

4 students for certain th information; and to provide for related matters.

5 Be it enacted by the gislature of Louisiana:

6 Se3øKI R.S. 17:3138,1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

7 3138.l. Waiver: health information: form

8 Each public postsecondarv education management board shall reiuire. eaofr.

9 institution under its jurisdiction to make available to even’ student a fonaon wbch.

10 the student may authorize the institution to disclose otherwise protected health

11 information to persons desiiznated by the student in the event of a mental health crisis

12 or situation where the student poses a risk to himself or others. The form shall be

13 nresented as follows:

14 Authorization to Release Information in the Event of a Mental Health Crisis

15 Student Name

16 Student ID Number

___________________________________________

17 Date of Birth

18 Education Institution Name

19 Purpose of Authorization

Page 1 of 3
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Section 1: Desiunated Contact(s)

I hereby authorize the institution to contact the following individual( s):

1. Primary Contact

Name:

Relationship to Student:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

2. Secondary Contact C Optionajj

Name:

Relationship to Student:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Section 2: Scope of Information to Be Shared

I authorize the education institution to share the following types of information with

the desiimated_contact( s):

General nature of the mental health crisis.

Actions taken by the education institution (i.e. hospitalization. eounsefln2

teferral).

ft ecnmmendatinnc for follow-un care.

I understand that specific diaLanoses or treatment details will not be disclosed unless

otherwise authorized or required by law.

Section 3: Duration of Authorization

This authorization will remain in effect (select one):

1 Until the conclusion of my enrollment at the education institution.

1 Until I submit a written request to revoke this authorization.

Section 4: Student Acknowledgment

HB NO. 202 ENROLLED

In compliance with applicable privacy laws, this form allows the above-named

institution to notify tm narent(s). uardianfs’i, or other desiinated individuals in the

event of a mental health crisis or situation where I may pose a risk to myself or others.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29
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1

2

3

4’

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

I understand the following:

I am voluntarily granting this authorization.

I have the right to revoke this authorization at am’ time by submitting a written

request to the education institution.

Revocation of this authorization will not anolv to information already shared

under this consent.

This authorization does not require the education institution to notify my

designated contact(s) unless deemed necessary.

Signature of Student

Section 5: University Representative Acknowledgment

Sitznature of Representative:

Printed Name:

Title:

Date:

Privacy Notice

The information disclosed under this authorization is protected by federal and state

privacy laws. The education institution will use reasonable efforts to safet&uard your

information in accordance with these laws.

I:SPEAK OF THE HOUSE OF REPRE%ENTATIVES

r/

PRESIDENTt
L/’

t4r
GOVERNO E STATE OF

APPRO44(i

LOUISIANA

tLOzS

are additions.



ACT 130
ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO.54

BY REPRESENTATIVE HORTON AND SENATORS EDMONDS, JACKSON
ANDREWS, AND OWEN

La. £tatc Ltw r3tftatQ
pcUNTEcrS COY

NCN!DTS
CI::sIñc&ai icc i—i

1 A7ACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:3138.5fr)(1) and (D)(3) and (4)(d) and to enact R.S.

3 17:3138.5(BX2)(i) through (i ,relative to postsecondaiy education institutions; to

4 change the name of a desj$tion an institution may earn from ‘Governor’s Military

5 H and Veteran Frien5j Campus” to “Purple Star Campus”; to provide for

6 requirements; to/Ivide relative to the length of the term of the designation; and to

7 provide foryed matters.

8 Be it enacted b e Legislature of Louisiana:

9 S,5#tn 1. R.S. 17:3138.5(B)(1) and (D)(3) and (4)(d) are hereby amended and

10 reega6(ed and R.S. 17:3138.5(B)(2)(f) through (1) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

II §3 138.5. Militaiy aud vctcian f1ll ..oanpu, Purple Star Campus: designation;

12 process; eligibility; applications

13 * *

14 B.( 1) The Board of Regents shall establish a process for a postsecondary

15 education institution to be designated as a “Go Vcanvi’$ Milit&y and Vctctau r1;ai
16 “Purple Star Campus”.

17 (2) To be eligible to receive the designation as specified in Paragraph (1) of

18 this Subsection, an institution shall, at a minimum, meet all of the following criteria:

19 4 * *

20 (1) Designate a faculty or staff member to serve as a military liaison.

21 (2) Maintain a section on its website highlightinti resources for military

22 students and their families.

23 (h) Maintain a student-led fransition nrogam that assists military students

24 by acclimating them to the campus and its facilities and local resources.
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(d) The number who benefitted from the military articulation and transfer

process as provided in Subparagraph (B)(2)(a) of this Section, the number ofdjt

credit hours accepted through the transfer process, and a list of the courses credited

through the transfer process.

•J19 * * *

20 Section 2. All “Governors Military and Veteran Friendly Campus” desigons

21 shall terminate on the effective date of this Ac
202c, r%Jo.)37

.

—

SPEARER E THE HOO REPRESENTATIVES

Li
k

‘4

/
FIB NO. 54

ENROLLED
(ii Offer professional development opportunities to facuhv and staff relative

2 to issues unique to military students.

3 * * *

D.

* * *

(3) Designation of an institution as a “Gun.iiioi’ Milltaiy and \‘i..tciaii

rLlILdl Purple Star Campus” shall apply for twü ffi years.

(4) After receiving the initial designation by the governor and in accordance

with timelines established by the board, an institution shall submit a renewal

application to the Board of Regents prior to the expiration of a designation and an

interim report in each year it is not submitting a renewal application. Each renewal

application and interim report shall include, at a minimum, all of the following

information from the previous year as it relates to veterans:

* * *

H
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I ACT 10

ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 142

BY REPRESENTATIVES MENA, BACALA, BAYHAM, BOYD, BRASS, WILFORD
CARTER, CHASSION, FISHER, HUGHES, TRAVIS JOHNSON, KNOX,
MILLER, MOORE, NEWELL, SCHLEGEL, TAYLOR, AND WALTERS

La. tMe Liw iztite
TE’S CO?Y

&L’sTo: Rc Il Pjs. 2-
Note:

AN$T

2 To amend and reenact R.S. .17:3 138.7(B)9ltroductory paragraph) and (5) through (24) and

3 (U) and to enact R.S. 17:3 13/1(B)(25) and (26) and (G)(lXl), relative to the

4 Advisory Council on Histo y Black Colleges and Universities; to provide for the

5 membership of the co ii; to provide for payment of certain expenses; to provide

6 for the duties of the ouncil; and to provide for related matters.

7 Be it enacted by the L islature of Louisiana:

8 Section 1. S. 17:3 138.7(B)(introductory paragraph) and (5) through (24) and (D)

9 are hereby ended and reenacted and R.S. l7:3138.7(B)(25) and (26) and (G)(1)(l) are

10 herebYacted to read as follows:

11 §3 138.7. Advisory Council on Historically Black Colleges and Universities

12 * * *

13 3. The council shall be composed of tweut> -ft’rn twenty-six members as

14 follows:

15 * * *

16 (5) The chancellor of Southern University and Aricultwal and Mechanical

17 College. or his deshnee.

18 ) The chancellor of Southern University at New Orleans, or his designee.

19 (6) 0 The chancellor of Southern University at Shreveport, or his designee.

20 (9) f) The chancellor of the Southern University Law Center, or his

21 designee.

22 (9) (9 The chancellor ofthe Southern University Agricultural Research and

23 Extension Center, or his designee.

Page 1 of 3
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1 (9) fj.9) The president of Grambling State University, or his designee.

2 (+6) jfl The president of the State Board of Elementary and Secondary

3 Education, or his designee.

4 (M) £12) The secretary of Louisiana Economic Development, or his

5 designee.

v\Jvi V6 (+2) £13) The secretary of 41 Louisiana Wel4Sefee-Geemission?tr his

7 designee.

8 (1-3) Q4) The president of the Louisiana State Conference of the National

9 Association for the Advancement of Colored People, or his designee.

10 (N) LU) The president of the Urban League of Louisiana, or his designee.

11 (+5) fl) Tl paidiit uftlic Amcii..#au Civ ii Li&flica Uuioii ofLvuLiatta,

12 y h1 d11c. The president of the Louisiana Leinslative Black Caucus

13 Foundation, or his desitmee.

14 (+6) £12) The president of the Senate, or his designee.

15 (+7) £1$) The speaker of the House of Representatives, or his designee.

16 (+2) fl9) The chairman of the Louisiana Legislative Black Caucus, or his

17 designee.

18 (+9) {2) A member of the Louisiana Legislative Black Caucus, appointed

19 by the chairman of the caucus. If the chairman of the caucus is a member of the

20 House of Representatives, the appointed member shall be a member of the Senate.

21 If the chairman of the caucus is a member of the Senate, the appointed member shall

22 be a member of the House of Representatives.

23 (26) fl) The president of Xavier University of Louisiana, or his designee.

24 (2+) 2) The president of Dillard University, or his designee.

25 (22) £23) The chairman of the Senate Committee on Education, or his

26 designee.

27 (23) {2i) The chairman of the House Committee on Education, or his

28 designee.

29 (24) j) A student serving as student body president of a public or private

30 FIBCU in Louisiana, selected annually by the HBCU student body presidents.
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26) An at-Iane member appointed by the chairman ofthe council, who shall

serve for no more than two years.

* * *

D.fjJ Members shall serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for

expenses as provided by the appointing authority.

i2 Notwithstanding Paragraph ( 1) of this Subsection. the Board ofRegents

may pay for travel and lodtdng expenses for attendance at council meetings for the

student member.

* * *

G. The council shall:

(1) Advise the commissioner of higher education regarding methods to

enhance the capabilities of HBCUs to serve the needs of their students and the state

and methods whereby the state can better serve HBCUs. The council shall also help

identify methods to:

NC * *

(I) Share best practices regarding campus safety.

* * *

Page 3 of 3

CODING: Words in 1s t.k tLisrnh type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.

SPEAKEr

APPROVED:

‘F LOUISIANA

2-025



-r
‘% F’

ACT it’1
I ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 373

BY REPRESENTATIVES HUGHES, BAYHA.M, BOYD, BRYANT, CARRIER,WILFORD CARTER, CHASSION, EGAN, FREEMAN, FREIBERG, KNOX,LAFLEUR, LARVADAIN, LYONS, MCFARLAND, MENA, MILLER, NEWELL,ROMERO, SPELL, TAYLOR, WALTERS, WILLARD, AND WYBLE

Ui. te Lw flthite
PTES COPY

isTu: ec ii p. 1—3
Note:

1 AkKCT
a

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:3914(N)(19), to enact R.S. 17:3138.13, and to repeal R.S.

3 I 17:3914(C)(l)(j) and (N)(1)(c), r ative to career and technical education; to require

4 the Louisiana Workforce Co ssion to perform an annual return on investment

5 analysis with respect to md try-based credentials earned in high school; to provide

6 for the purpose and co tent of the analysis; to require an annual report on the

7 analysis to certain 1Øslative committees and the State Board of Elementary and

8 Secondary Educ on; to provide with respect to the collection and sharing of certain

student data7r the purpose of the analysis; and to provide for related matters.

10 Be it enacted by e Legislature of Louisiana:

11 Sec n 1. R.S. 17:3914(N)U)(a) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

12 17:32113 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

13 3138.l3. Return on investment analysis; industry-based credentials

14 A. Thujsiana Wek) c-LLmjssie&jall perform an annual return on

15 investment analysis, includina but not limited to employment rates and waue

16 outcomes. for the purpose of evaluatini the relationship between industry-based-
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1 credentials earned by high school students and the students’ attainment ofhigh-wage.

2 high-demand jobs that are aligned with state workforce priorities.

3 B. The oommip3ion shall submit a written report on the analysis to the House

4 Committee on Education, the House Committee on Labor and Industrial Relations.

5 the Senate Committee on Education, the Senate Committee on Labor and Industrial

6 Relations, and the State Board ofElementary and Secondary Education notiaterthan

7 February first annually. The°Lt Wal report student information onlvin the

8 aggregate and shall not include any student’s personally identifiable information as
/9 defined in R.S. 17:3914(B)( I) in the report.

10 * * *

11 §39 14. Student information; privacy; legislative intent; definitions; prohibitions;

12 parental access; penalties

13 * * *

14 N.(l) Notwithstanding any provision of this Section to the contrary, each

15 public secondary school governing authority shall do the following:

16 (a) For the sole purpose ofevaluating state and federal programs that prepare

17 students for postsecondary education, workforce training, and employment,

18 including the return on investment analysis conducted by thiouisianaWokt’et’

19 Genmgsie4ursuant to R.S. 17:3138.13, collect the social security number of each

20 student who is pursuing a diploma, not later than the beginning ofthe student’s senior

21 yearstbJt to th 1 iiuik,i’ of thc tu&nt’, 1i.t legd ginidiaii vi tl1

22 pcxiiiis3ioii of thc 5tu&iit if lie h rch..d tia a In order to facilitate

23 the performance of these evaluations, each governing authority shall share the

24 collected social security numbers, matched to the corresponding student names and

25 unique smdent identification numbers, with the state Department of Education. and

26 the department shall share the social security numbers and other information with

t
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HB NO. 373 ENROLLEDoUKiafl LAJOIFZS cx-flHcftc1 commission. The departmex* and the eammissieiS shall keep the social security

! U numbers confidential except for this purpose.

* * *

Section 2. itS. 17:3914(C)(1)(j) and (NX&c) are hereby repealed cir entirety

c7

APPROVED: zoZS
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ACT L(q7

2025 Regular Session ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 202

BY SENATORS HARRIS, CARTER, EDMONDS AND JACKSON-ANDREWS AND
REPRESENTATIVES BAYHAM, BERAULT, BILLINGS, BOYD,
CARPENTER, CARVER, CILkSSION, COATES, COX, FISHER,
ILLG, JACKSON, KNOX, LYONS, MACK, MENA, NEWELL,
STAGM, TAYLOR, V[LLIO AND WYBLE

Prefiled pursuant to Astiele Ill, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

L. flMe L.w th&te
PTE’S CO?Y
C fl Pus. l3

Note: -NOT4 €S 344

2 To amend and reenact R.S.47i21 3241(B)(2), to enact R.S. 17:3215(10) and

3 3230.1, and to repeal R.S. :3217(A)(9) and 3230, relative to postsecondary

4 education; to provide for transfer of the University of New Orleans to the

5 Louisiana State Univers System; to provide relative to the transfer of the facilities,

6 resources, funds, obU ations, and functions of the institution; to provide for the

7 transition responsi ities ofthe impacted institution and management boards and the

8 division of admi istration; to provide for cooperative agreements; to provide relative

9 to accreditaf ii issues; to provide relative to funding; to provide relative to

10 employee , to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

11 Be it enacted the Legislature of Louisiana:

12 Se tion i.R.S. 17:3215(9) and 3241(B)(2) are hereby amended and reenacted and

13 R.S. :3215(10) and 3230.1 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

14 §3215. Louisiana State University system

15 The Louisiana State University system is composed of the institutions under

16 the supervision and management of the Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State

17 University and Agricultural and Mechanical College as lbllows:

18 * * *

19 (9) The University of New Orleans.

20 (9)Q) Any other college, university, school, institution or program now or

Page 1 of 7
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1 hereafter under the supervision and management of the Board of Supervisors of

2 Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College.

3 * * *

4 S3230.1. The University of New Orleans: transfer to the Louisiana State

5 University System

6 AA1) Not later than August 1. 2025, the president of the Univenitv of

7 New Orleans shall submit a letter to the president of the Southern Association

S for Colleges and Schools, Commission on Colleges, stating her intent for a

9 change in governance for the institution from the Board of Supervisors for the

10 University of Louisiana System to the Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State

11 University and Agricultural and Mechanical College.

12 (7) The president faculty, and administration of the University of New

13 Orleans shall take even, action necessary to efficiently and expeditiously comply

14 with all established tmielines, requirements, anderocedures to ensure that the

15 requested change of governance may be effected’hnmediatel, unonxecehtof

16 commission approval.

17 B.( 1) Pursuant to the authority granted to the legislature by Article V.IJL

18 Scetion 5(DH3) of the Constitution of Louisiana to transfer an institution from

19 one board to another by law enacted by two-thirds of the elected members of

20 each house, the University of New Orleans, and the assets, funds, obligations,

21 liabilities, proerams, and functions related thereto, are hereby transferred to

22 the Louisiana State University System, and shall be under the management and

23 supervision of the Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State University and

24 Agricultural and Mechanical College.
V

25 (2) The provisions of this Subsection shall become effective immediately

26 upon receipt of approval from the Southern Association for Cóileees and

27 Schools, Commission on Colleges, for the requested change in goveniance.

28 C. The Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State University and

29 Agricultural and Mechanical College shall develop policies and procedures to

30 H resolve issues related to the status and tenure of employees of the University of

Page2of7
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1 New Orleans which may arise from the transfer of the institution to the

2 Louisiana State University System, and shall take necessary actions to support

3 the transition, includhn but not limited to:

4 (1) The formation of a transition team comprised of stakeholders from

5 the Greater New Orleans region and members of the House and Senate

6 committees on education.

7 (2) Development of a comprehensive transition plan informed by

8 external assessments of finances, academic programs, and facilities as

9 appropriate, to improve the academic. onerationalMnd fiscal performance of the
-310 University of New Orleans. and preut the plan to the Board of Re2ents and

II. the House and Senate commiftecs on education no later than April 1, 2026.

12 D. The Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System

13 shall:

14 (1) Continue to exercise its authority to supervise and manage the

15 University of New Orleans until such time as the Southern Association for

16 Colle2es and Schools. Commission on Colleijes, grants approval for the

17 requested chanfe in governance and transfer of the Universit’, of New Orleans

18 to the Louisiana State University. System.

19 (2Wa) Work cooperatively and collaborativelv with the Board of

20 Supervisors of Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical

21 College to ensure that the requested transfer may be effected immediately iWon

22 receipt of commission approval for the chan2e in governance.

23 (WI Prior to receipt of such approval, enter into agreements to transfer

24 as mans admirnstratwe and supervisory functions as possiblewith resnect to the

25 University of New Orleans to the Louisiana State Universltq .Svsteawithout

26 adversely impacting the accreditation status of the institutioa .

27 (3) Prior to receipt of such approval, continue to balance the TJnfr.eraty

28 of New Orleans’ budget in close colLaboration with the Board of Supervisors of

29 Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College. with a

30 view to strengthening the fiscal health of the University of New Orleans.
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1 (4) Upon receipt of such apuroval. immediately transfer all assets, funds,

2 facilities, property, obligations, liabilities. Programs, and functions relative to

3 the University of New Orleans to the Louisiana State University System.

4 E. The Board ofSupervisors for theUniversiiy of Louisiana System shall

5 a
6 (1) Interfere with, or impede in any way, the processes to transfer the

7 University of New Orleans to the Louisiana State University System.

8 (2) Sell, transfer, or otherwise remove any asset or thing of value,

9 movable or immovable, tangible or intangible, attributable to or owned by the

10 University of New Orleans. or owned, leased by, or operated by any foundation

ii related to such institution, In addition, access to any asset leased to any

12 foundation related to the University of New Orleans shall not be restricted or

13 denied.

14 (3) Incur, transfer, or assign any debt or other responsibility or

15 obligation to the University of New Orleans that is not properly attributable to

16 the institution.

17 (4)(a) Disproportionately reduce or reallocate the level of funding that

18 would otherwise be allocated to the University of New Orleans pursuant to the

19 postsecondary education fundint formula.

20 (b) Until such time as the University ofNew Orleans is transferred to the

21 Louisiana State University System, impose any budget reductions or changes in

22 funding allocations upon the institution without prior review of the Board of

23 Regents and approval from the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget.

24 F. The commissioner of administration shall:

25 (1) Ensure that sufficient funds and resources are available to fully effect

26 the transfer of the University of New Orleans to the Louisiana State University

27 System. Such funding and resources shall not impact the Board of Regents’

28 formula for the equitable distribution of funds to institutions of postsecondan

29 education.

30 (2) Purchase available insurance for indemnification and costs which
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1 may arise from the transfe rovid owever, hat the commissioner of

2 administration shall indemnify and hold harmless the Board of Supervisors of

3 Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College and the

4 Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System for any liability

5 and costs which may result from the transfer of existing contracts, financing, or

6 immovable property.

7 6. Upon the date of transfer, any and all funds prcviouslv paid by the

8 University of New Orleans to the Board of Sunervisors for the University of

9 Louisiana System shall be paid instead to theBoard of Supervisors of Louisiana

1 0 State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College; however, the total

11 amount of such payments shall not be less than that paid during the 2024-2025

12 Fiscal Year.

13 H. The legislature shall appropriate sufficient funds to the Board of

14 Supervisors of Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical

15 College and the Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana System to

16 fully effect the transfer of thc University of New Orleans to the Louisiana State

17 University System. The legislature may place reasonable conditions on the

18 granting of transition funding, such as the receipt of a comprehensive transition

19 plan or demonstration of benchmarks reached.

20 * * *

21 §3241. Legislative intent; goals

22 * * *

23 B. The legislature finds that these goals will best be accomplished through

24 the following actions:

25 * * *

26 (2) Th. Dad of SuyerviaOiS vf Southe1a Uuiveiaty rnd Agii..u1tlual apd

27 Mechanical the Bead of SuiL1 ftn th Uiivcnaty of Loaisiana

28 System, .d the Dad of Supivivi of Cviumunity and Colleges each

29 shall adopt by not later titan Fd,u1y 1, 2012, a wLi&n elan 0f &tiuti i1t1&ng

30 timehflep, ded1h1es, rc Liamcista, and ptue4dhr.a fo aehhvhig th goala 0tc4fi4
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iii Subpeetion A of this Seaio a thy ielpk to th pOWiS, duties, Ltiyna, and
2 p iunabjljt f tL. bods piyvi&d b, Artek. VIII, St 5Q3). of the
3 Contiffitjyu uf and otL1 applicabk law. Lath bd av ahall DUbLa

of it advpted ation pl&ii to the Ilyij&. Connuitte ufl LdbtatiOu &udthe

5 II &11aL co11u1tt. DJucaio. The Board of Supervisors of LouisianA State

6 Unh’ersitv and Agricultural and Mechanical College’s plan pursuant to RS.
V

7 17;3230.1(c)(2) shall set a bold vision for the success of the University of New

8 Orleans and robust implementation of the plan to ensure world-class

9 educational offerings for the Greater New Orleans region. The plan shall

10 address, at a minimum, strong alignment to the workforce needs of the region

11 and the state, a focus on both excellence and efficiency in the integrated delivent

12 of higher education in the region, and comprehensive stakeholder engagement

13 to ensure community support.
V

14 Section 2, KS. 17:3217(A1(9) and 3230 are hereby rqpeáled.
LActc zo2c NJo. +ff ii15 Section 3.(A) This Act is not intended to nor shal/ it be construed to impair the

16 contractual or other obligations of any agency, office, bo d, commission, department, or

17 political subdivision, or of the state as a result of the tr fers of obligations in accordance

18 with this Act. Upon the effective date of the transfer 0/the University of New Orleans, all

19 such obligations of the Board of Supervisors for the/niversity of Louisiana System related

20 to the University of New Orleans shall be deeAed to be obligations of the Board of
/

21 Supervisors of Louisiana State University an4,&gricultural and Mechanical College to the

22 samc extent as if originally incuned by it/

23 (B) All funds and revenues pry4usly dedicated by authority of thc constitution and

24 laws of this state to the payment1y bonds related to the University ofNew Orleans shall 3
25 continue to be collected an5licated to such payments unless and until other provision is

26 made for such paymen in accordance with law. Upon the effective date of the transfer of

27 V the University of ew Orleans, all acts relating to such bonds by the Board of Supervisors

28 for the Uni rsity of Louisiana System shall be deemed to be the acts of the Board of

29 Supe sors of Louisiana State University and Acultal and Mechanical College in the

30 sai4 manner and to the same extent as if originally so done.
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(C) No provision ofthis Act shall preclude a Memorandum ofJnderstanding (MOU)
2 under which a bonded indebtedness obligation ofthe Board of Supe ‘isors for the University
3 of Louisiana System existing on the effective date of this Act w id remain in force after
4 an agreement that the Board of Supervisors of Louisiana State 1/niversity and Agricultural
5 and Mechanical College would be responsible for all paynien , costs, and other covenants
6 contained in said bonded indebtedness, lithe maintenanc of bonded indebtedness by the
7 Board of Supervisors for the University of Louisiana stem for properties or assets to be
8 transferred to the Board of Supervisors of Louisiana tate University and Agricultural and
9 II Mechanical College is advantageous to the state of ouisiana, then the Board of Supervisors

10 for the University of Louisiana System shall ake every effort to maintain such bonded
11 indebtedness under a Memorandum of Undyhtanding as described herein.

12 (D) The provisions of this Sectio.hall have the full force and effect of law.
/ CActc22cMo.4n113 Section 4. The implementatio f the provisions of this Act shall be subject to the

14 appropriation of funds by the legislyure for this purpose.

15 SectionS. This Act shall come effective upon siature by the governor or, if not

16 signed by the governor, upon iration ofthe time for bills to become law without signature

17 by the by Article UI, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If

18 vetoed by the governor subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

19 effective on the such approval.

SPEAKER OF THE H E 0 REPRESENTATIVES

r

OF ‘ii i’E SENATE

OF LOUISIANA
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ACT 88
ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

• HOUSE BILL NO. 566

BY REPRESENTATIVES TURNER, AMEDEE, BOYER, BRASS, ILLG, MIKE• JOHNSON, AND OWEN

La. $tatc btw rzttt
PRINTER’S COPY

NO 1DFS
CIassWc&taw t?:’I1

/
1 ANACT /
2 To enact R.S..11’3369.3(A)(8) and R.S. 38:2225.6, relative to job order contracting; to

3 create an alternative project delivery method for improvements for deferred

4 maintenance of public facilities by a postsecondary education institution; to provide

5 for definitions; to provide for selection methods for job order contracts; to provide

6 for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

7 Be it cnaeted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

8 Section 1. R.S. 17:3369.3(A)(8) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

9 §3369.3. Authority of the board to execute agreements related to the finance of

10 deferred maintenance and capital improvements

11 A.

12 * * *

13 (8) Projects financed or constructed pursuant to the proizram established in

14 this Part may be executed through job order contractln2 in accordance with the

15 provisions of R.S. 38:2225.6.

16 * * --

17 Section 2. R.S. 38:2225.6 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

18 $2225.6. Job order contractine: postsecondarv education institution
/

19 A. This Section establishes an alternative project delivery method for job

20 order contracts created specifically for improvements addressing deferred

21 maintenance of public facilities by a postsecondary education institution when the
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1 work is of a recurring nature but the delivery times. type, and quantities of work

2 required are indefinite.

3 I B. For purposes of this Section. the followm terms shall have the following

4 meanings ascribed to them:

5 (H “Public facility” or “public facilities” shall mean buildirws. equipment.

6 utilities, site components. roads and streets, and other permanent property or

7 I immovable property under the supervision and control of the board overseeinu the

8 postsecondarv education institution.

9 c2) “Project” shall mean improvements addressing deferred maintenance of

10 public facilities, includimz the complete renovation of buildinus with skniflcant

11 deferred maintenance needs: utility infrastructure: drainage. street. sidewalk, and site

12 infrastructure: the demolition of public facilities: and an” other improvements to

13 address deferred maintenance needs. The term “project” does not include new

14 buildings or buildine additions, other than minor additions required for code

15 compliance or improved access to a public facility,

16 (3) “Evaluation committee” shall mean a group formed to assess the

17 qualifications of potential contractors or professionals who ma” be hired for

18 construction work on campus projects. The role of the committee is to evaluate and

19 select the most Qualified candidates based on specific criteria.

20 C. A postsecondarv education institution may award lob order contracts fir

21 deferred maintenance projects to a public facility if the work is of a recurrine nature.

22 but the deliver’. times are indefinite and the indefinite quantities and orders are

23 awarded substantially on the basis of gre-described and gre-priced tasks.

24 D. The postsecondarv education institution shall establish the maximum

25 atwreuate contract price when it advertises the request for qualifications pursuant to
V

26 this Section. The institution may establish contractual unit prices for a job order

27 contract thromth one of the following methods:

28 (1) Specifying one or more published construction unit price books and the

29 applicable divisions or line items.

Page 2 of 5
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1 (2) Providing a list of work items and reQui the bidders to propose one
2 or more adjustment factors or multipliers to be applied to the price book or pre
3 ,,riced as the price proposal.

4 E. Before awarding am’ job order contract the Louisiana Board of Regents
5 shall establish procedures for the development of plans. specifications.
6 qualifications, and other matters pertaining to the procedures for advertisint!.
7 reviewing, and selecting job order contractors,

8 F. At minimum, the following provisions shall apply to firms and contractors

9 providing or pefforminu construction work under lob order contracts:

10 (1) All engineering and surveying firms shall be licensed to perform services

II by the Louisiana Professional Engineerinu and Land Surveying Board.

12 (2) All architectural firms shall be licensed to perform services by the

13 Louisiana State Board of Architectural Examiners.

14 (3) All contractors shall be licensed by the Louisiana State Liccnsint Board

15 for Contractors.

16 0. To ensure compliance with the established standards, all competitors shall

17 follow the Qualification procedures set forth in this Subs&tion:

18 (1) A selection process utilizinu a request for Qualifications procedure

19 includinu a public announcement procedure for solicitation of interested Job order

20 contract competitors and a procedure for requesting a statement of Qualifications

21 from qualified firms orterms through electronic announcement and communications.

22 (2) The postsecondarv education institution shall provide a request for

23 qualifications package to all job order contract competitors who submit a letter of

24 interest. All required information shall be identified in the request for qualifications

25 package and in the standard response forms. The response to a request for

26 qualifications pack&ze shall include a statement of qualifications that outlines

27 credentials and experience in areas of expertise specific to the r’roiect.

28 3) The completed response form. along with any other required information.

29 shall be submitted by the deadline specified in the request for qualifications packai.c.

30 AnY response that fails to meet all requirements outlined in the request for

Page 3 of 5
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1 qualifications package shall not be considered. False or misrepresented information

2 provided in response to a request for qualifications package shall be grounds for

3 disqualification.

4 I I-I. The postsecondarv education institution shall establish an evaluation

5 committee to assess the responses to the request for qualifications. usinu at minimum

6 the followina criteria:

7 (1) The professional frainin and experience of the contractor and key

8 personnel, specifically as it relates to the project under consideration.

9 (2) The capacity to complete the work within the specified time frame.

10 3) Past performance on public projects of a similar nature to the one

11 described in the request for qualifications.

12 (4) Any project-specific criteria that may apply to the project needs.

13 iS] Am other material deemed important by the institution.

14 I. A postseeondary education institution may award job order contracts to

15 one or more job contractors in connection with each reiuest for qualification.

16 J. The initial term for a job order contract shall not exceed two sears. The

17 postsecondarv education institution may renew the contract annually for not more

18 than three additional ‘ears.

19 K. An order for a lob or project under a iob order contract shall be signed by

20 both the representative of the educational institution and the contractor. The j oh

21 order may issued for either of the following:

22 (1) A fixed price, lump-sum contract based substantially on contractual unit

23 pricing apnlied to estimated quantities.

24 (2) A unit price order based on the quantities and line items delivered.

25 L. The job order contractor shall provide payment and performance bonds.

26 as required by law. based on the amount or estimated amount of any order.

27 M. A job order contract shall only he used to accomplish ivork for the

28 postseeondarv education institution that awarded the contract unless the request for

29 qualifications for the job order contract specifically provides for use b other
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postseeondnrv education institutions under the supervision and control of the

2 management board.

3 N. The provisions of the Sen shall supersede any conflietinn provisions
/4 of any other law, inc1udin. but not limited to the requirements of Chapter 10 of this

5 Titie.

6 Section 3. This Act shall beê6iiie effective upon signature by the governor or, if not

7 signed by the governor, upon expiration ofthe time for bills to become law without signature

8 by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If

9 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

10 effective on the day following such approval.

SPEAKER 0 lIE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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SENATE BILL NO. 72 CIassIticsta t Ii

BY SENATORS REESE, BASS, BOUIE, CONNICK, FOIL, JENKINS, LAMBERT,
LUNEAU, MIZELL AND WHEAT AND REPRESENTATIVES
ADAMS, BAYHAM, BILLINGS, BRASS, CARRIER, DICKERSON,
EDMONSTON, FISHER, JACKSON, LARVADAJN, MARCETZLE,
OWEN AN)) SCHAMER}IOR}J

1

2 To amend and reenact the introductory ar4aph of R.S. 3394.3(B) and the introductory

3 paragraph of(C) and to enact R.S./1:3394.3(A)(6) and (D), relative to the issuance

4 of bonds; to provide relative t71ancing for certain capital improvement projects

5 within the Louisiana Commyity and Technical College System; to provide for debt

6 service payment obligapn limits; to provide for a list of projects authorized to be

7 financed from the iance of bonds; to require match funds for such projects; to

8 provide for an e ective date; and to provide for related matters.

9 Be it enacted by th cgislature of Louisiana:

10 Sectioy’( The introductory paragraph of R.S. 17:3394.3(8) and the introductory

11 paragrap of(C) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 17:3394.3(A)(6) and (D) are

12 ht enacted to read as follows:

13 §3394.3. Authority of board to execute agreements related to the finance of capital

14 improvements and enhancements; nonprofit corporation;

15 administration and management of projects

16 A.(1) * * *

17 (6) Debt service payment obli2ations relatin2 to all projects financed in

18 accordance with this Sec’iion and for bonds issued on behalf of nonprofit

19 corporations for facilities operated by the Louisiana Community and Technical

20 Colleize System and payable from state appropriations shall not exceed forty-

21 three million nine hundred thousand dollars per year.

.7
22 B. For the purposes of tins Part, the followrng projects and the projects set

23 forth in Subatiuii C Subsections C and 1) of this Section shall comprise the

24 entirety of public facilities and projects to be financed under the authorities of this
‘V ‘V

25 Part and R.S. 17:3361 et seq. with respect to these projects. The dollar value listed,

Page 1 of3
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plus an amount equal to fifteen percent, together with other requirements including

2 but not limited to costs of issuance, capitalized interest, if any, credit enhancement

3 and related costs, is the maximum amount that may be financed for each of the

4 following projects:

5 * * *

6 C. The projects set forth in Sub.si11 B Subsections B and P of this

7 Section and the following projects shall comprise the entirety ofpublic facilities and

8 projects to be financed under the authorities of this Part and R.S. 17:3361 et seq.,

9 with respect to these projects. Each project set forth below shall require a no less

10 than twelve percent private match. No project shall be financed until all private funds

11 are available for that project. The dollar value listed for each project, plus an amount

12 equal to fifteen percent, together with other requirements including but not limited

13 to costs of issuance, capitalized interest, if any, credit enhancement and related costs,

14 is the maximum amount that may be financed for each of the following projects:

15 * * *

16 041) The projects set forth in this Subsection mav% at the discretion of

17 the board, be financed in accordance with the provisions of Subsection A of this

18 Section. The board shall determine the dollar amount reasonably necessan’ to

19 complete each project and such amount shall constitute the value of the project
V.-

20 for purposes of Paraifraph (A115) of this Section.

V.-
21 (2) Any project financed pursuant to this Subsection shall require a

22 match of not less than twelve percent of the total project cost. No project shall

23 be financed until the match requirement has been satisfied. The fair market

24 value of donated property may be utilized as the source of matchinc funds.

25 Authorized projects shall include the following:

26 jj Northshore Technical Community ColleEe-Hammond Area Campus.

27 (b) River Parishes Community ColleEe-Donaldsonville Campus.

28 (ci SOWELA Technical Community ColleQe-Lamar Salter Campus.

29 (d) Northwest Louisiana Technical Community College-Shreveport

30 Campus.

Page 2 of 3
Coding: Words which are t1 uck thruJ are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.



SB NO.72
ENROLLED

1 (e) Louisiana Delta Community CoIIee-Bastrop Campus.

2 (0 Central Louisiana Technical Community College-Rod Brady

3 Campus.

(g) Central Louisiana Technical Communi College-Ward H. Nash

Avoyelles Campus.

6 (h) South Louisiana Community Colle2e-T.H. Harris Opelousas

7 Campus.

8 (3) The board shall periodically complete a facilities needs assessment to

9 determine the condition of its facilities and its strategic priorities for facilities

10 improvements and maintenance. The board may amend the list of projects to

11 include an’ project it deems necessary or advisable to address facility needs or

12 facilitate economic development.

13 (4) The board may direct or authorize the execution of facilities-related

14 projects, including but not limited to projects authorized pursuant to ItS.

15 39:128. to be administered throuah the corporation.

16 (5) The scope of the proiects may include the devejopnient, acquisition,

17 purchase, construction, renovation, improvement, or expansion of facilities. f
18 including providing equipment, furnishings, fixtures, and other expenditures

19 incidental or necessars in connection to the projects.

20 Section 2. This Act shall become effective on July 1, 2025; ifvetoed yrtniovernor

21 and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become ef’tive on the day
H /22 following such approval by the legislature or July 1,2025, whichev r is later.

1
PRESIDENTQ E ATE

SP R THE 10 OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOV R ThE ATE OF LOffiSIANA

AP7D:
/
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 391

BY REPRESENTATIVES STAGNI, CHASSION, AND KNOX AND SENATORJACKSON-ANDREWS

L. flMe Lw tMte
Pi;b’TE’S CO?Y

EsTe: P?c ji .1

Note:

2 To amend and reenact R.S. #9O2Xrefive to the evaluation of teachers and

3 II administrators; to Prohib3h%c1usion of test scores or data of certain students in

4 the value-added ass ment model; and to provide for related matters.

5 Be it enacted by the egislature of Louisiana:

6 Set. R.S. 17:3902(B)(5) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

7 §3902. Evaluation program; process

8 * * *

9 B. The elements of evaluation and standards for effectiveness shall be

10 defined by the board pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated for such purpose.

11 Such rules and regulations shall require that, at a minimum, local evaluation plans

12 contain the following elements:

13 * * *

14 (5)(a) Measure of effectiveness. Fifty percent of such evaluations shall be

15 based on evidence of growth in student achievement as determined by the board.

16 Data derived from a value-added assessment model, as determined by the board,

17 shall be a factor in determining evidence of student growth for grade levels and

18 subjects for which value-added data is available and shall comprise thirty-five

19 percent of the overall evaluation. For grade levels and subjects for which value-

20 added data is not available and for personnel for whom value-added data is not

21 I available, the board shall establish measures of student growth. The model shall take
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into account important student factors, including but not limited to special education,

economic disadvantage, attendance, and discipline. Iloweqei, nctl

(bYi) Neither the value-added model nor the measures of student growth for

grade levels and subjects for which value-added data are not available shall, in any

given school year, include a test score or data of a student who has ten or more

______

noncon ctthve.UlLcAi.,LLScd absences. whether excused, unexcused. consecutive, or non concgtive.

in any school semester in that school year.

‘-V(if) When a student has ten or more absences as provided for in Item (ii of

this Subnararaph, the followirnz shall not be considered factors in an evalution

relative to such absences: credit recovery, academic credit and attendance credit.

Lc) The board shall develop and adopt a policy to invalidate such student

growth data for any teacher for any school year in which there is a natural disaster

or any other unexpected event that results in the temporary closure of the school.

tb) () Each person being evaluated and his evaluator shall meet for the

purpose of discussing the student learning targets of each student. Student learning

targets not discussed in a meeting between a person and his evaluator shall not be

used in the persons evaluation.
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*
HOUSE BILLNO.51

BY REPRESENTATIVE YOUNG

• La. $tMc Ltw r:DtaJtQ
PFUNTER’S COL’Y

NO EDiTS
• CiassIfic&tan R ii

AN

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:3991 ¶!9.4Iative to charter schools; to provide relative to the

3 assets of certain charte chools; and to provide for related matters.

4 Be it enacted by the islature of Louisiana:

5 Se9Liat R.S. 17:3991(H) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

6 §3991. Charter schools; requirements; limitations; renewal; amendment revocation;

7 j board membership

8 * * *

9 H.fl(a) Any assets acquired by a Type 1, 2, 3, 3B, or 5 charter school are

10 the property of that charter school for the duration of that schools charter agreement.

11 thI Any assets acquired by a Type 4 charter school are the property of the

12 local school board.

13 (2) If a T’pe 1. 3. or 3B charter school is aporoved for conversion to a Type

14 2 charter school under the provisions of R.S. 17:3983(B112’), all assets purchased

15 with any public funds prior to such conversion shall remain the property of that

16 charter school for the duration ofthat schools charter agreement with the state board.

17 (3Yal If the charter agreement of any Type 1, 2, 3, 3B, or 5 charter school

18 is revoked or the school otherwise ceases to operate, all assets purchased by the

19 charter school with any public funds become the property of the chartering authority.

20 (la) Notwithstandin2 Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph if the charter

21 aereement of a Type 2 charter school that was previously any other type of charter

Pagelof2
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school is revoked or the school otherwise ceases to operate. any property owned by

the local school board that was used by the charter school prior to such revocation

or ceasint! of operation remains the proerlv of the local school board.

Li) Charter schools t. hil maintain records ofany assets acquired with

any private funds which remain the property of the nonprofit group operating the

charter school.

APPROVED:
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SENATE BILL NO.71

BY SENATORS FOIL, CLOUD, EDMONDS, MJGUEZ, SELDERs, STINE ANDWOMACK

Preffled pursuant to Article Ill, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. $tatc Lw rttt La. $tatc Lw rttiltitPIINTER’5 COPY P1NT!R’S COYNO E!DTU NO DTSCIassffic&tan lsc CIa:WIcs!an Yc 24

AY<CT ccr’- pcci, 8

A f2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:4001 and .S.A 4:514(1), relative to the Louisiana Charter

3 School Start-Up Loan Fund; toe pand the authorized uses and purposes ofthe ftind;

4 to rename the fimd; to provide/or the administration, investment, and disposition of

5 monies in the fund; to est/lish eligibility criteria; to authorize the division of

6 acinilnistration to enter,/ into contracts and agreements; to authorize the
/

7 reimbursement of adi’inistrative expenses; to provide for requirements and

8 limitations; to requ certain loan agreements; to provide for the terms of loan

9 agreements; to ProAde for the transfer of assets in certain circumstances; to provide

10 for audit requir ents; to require eligible charter schools to submit a supplemental

11 reporting sc dule; to provide for definitions; to provide an effective date; and to

12 provide f related matters.

13 Be it enacted y the Legislature of Louisiana:

14 SØon 1. R.S. 17:4001 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

15 §4001. Louisiana Charter School Start-Up and Expansion Loan Fund; creation;

16 purpose; distribution

17 L A.Qj The Louisiana Charter School Start-Up and Expansion Loan Fund,

18 hereafter referred to as the “flind”, is hereby created within the state treasury for the

19 purposes of providing a source for funding ilptLLtCIC3t loans to assist L0th siti1Ig

20 L and 1, Typ 2, or T7 3 c1r schoyL 1th tiJ 3trt-uy Idib and

2] f.,1 fulidhlg thc administntiv.. &d k.gal tust aa.n.iatcd with th Junti school

22 elizible charter schools to expand existing operations and facilities or

23 establish new operations and facilities with initial start-up fundina. including
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I fundin2 for eflaible costs associated with facility predevelopnient, development,

2 and associated financing activities.

3 (2) For purposes of this Seciion, “eligible charter school” shall mean an

4 existing or new Louisiana public charter school authorized by either a local

5 school board or the State Board of Elementary and Secondan Education
V

6 pursuant to R.S. 17:3971 etsen. An affiliated supporting organization as defined
V

7 in Section 509(aX3) of the Internal Revenue Code or a charter school’s wholly

S owned, nonprofit corporation real estate entity is eligible to apply for a loan or

9 facilitate the use of a loan for the benefit of an eligible charter school.

10 B. All monies appropriated to the fund and any grants, other donations, or

11 other sources of financial assistance directed to the fund shall be deposited into the

12 fund. Monies in the fund shall be subject to appropriation by the legislature and shall

13 be appropriated to the Stak Doaad oftlciiic1itaty 3nd 5ee011da13 Edtaatiuu division

14 of administration for allocation b tIu bo&d as uo-iL1t1ct loans for the purposes

15 provided in Subsection I) ithis Section us fr vtL cducahoiml puspu-S as

16 dcteiiisirndby thc Liaiaflu c. Expenses incurred by the division ofadministration

17 in administrating the fund shall be reimbursable from the fund. All unexpended

i3 and unencumbered monies remaining in such fund at the end of each fiscal year shall

19 remain in the fund. The monies in such fbnd shall be invested by the state treasurer

20 in accordance with state law, and interest earned on the investment of these monies

21 shall be credited to the fund, after compliance with the requirements of Article VII,

22 Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, relative to the Bond Security and

23 Redemption Fund.

24 C.(1) The StatC bo0rd division of administration shall administer the use of

25 the monies appropriated from the fund and may enter in contracts and other

26 agreements in connection with the operation of the fund. shall dot ,.lcrin

27 H &cordnee th the Adisiiisistsatve Pot.tde A..t. Th1. adopted mLa 1m1l specie

28 that tc &ard appsov ufauy 2 er 1auul piopOSal that inelades within

29 ita budget a s&juLSt fin luau fu11dh v.hil1 .umpli..a vvitli tL. psuviSi.M of tinS

30’ &Ctiun &d &til5 segasdmg l1,t thosv luau funds as’- tv be eApiLLded, shall
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c.,natitUty th of that luau o.nomt. No additiunal lOmi applIcation

2 paper-oik hall be No T,. 1 or Type 3 ehait schA approd by it

3 locJ achuul 1nd h1I b teguii.A ty ibmit misc thai1 ita aypiuved Jwr&,

4 psuposa] and a &tiLd budgd i&iLtifytng how any loan fL1ds aa to b dd

5 and huw sad1 idquest tOmp1ita with tlai piOiSiuua ufd.i S.tkni. Th ataL b.jcud

6 H may njU 611)’ such i4uuat rhi.zl1 doca nut duuiyly th teinis uf this Stiun. S acli

7 nfl s1l a1s flute that any lii finldd ma)’ Lu tud od tu pusehaa ig1ble

8 ittmS Stsuh aa gu1pmunt, tCdm0JOgy, in3tkuutivna) matciials, 1d faJlity auquiitiun,

I

&‘and cpai0. Suuh uipnlClLt or othc1 itcnis shall Lwmc thc piOpCity of thc

10 aLitu if thu luan iS nut fully supaid b, ¼rtuc of thu school c...aaig to OpCiatC du1111g

11 thc tI ycths of autumatic loan iCpayusuut a nuLd iii Pai%iapli (3) tl1is

12 Subacution.

13 (2) Lyons aLan bc made onl’ tu Ty 1, Typu 2, and Typc 3 chaiti auhools

14 a.id shall not cxc.d vu ht.nchcd thuuaaiid dullata to pay fin uhcnLi auhuul atall.up

15 ana uai iy upui&bng ..spn36s.

16 (2) The division of administration, in consultation with the State Board

17 of Elementary and Secondary Education, shall adopt rules in accordance with

II I—

18 I the Administrative Procedure Act to implemeDt the nrovisions of this Section.

19 The rules shall include but not be limited to the following;

20 (a) Charter school eligibility requirements.

21 (b) Processing procedures for loans and a loan application that includes

22 a per pupil funding calculation.

23 I, Cc) Security and collateral requirement provisions.

24 Cd) Terms of the loan agreement, includin2 the manner of execution,

25 repayment schedule, redemption features, the maximum principal amount of

26 the obligation, the maximum interest rate to be incurred or borne by the

27 obligation, the maximum repayment term of the loan which shall not exceed the

28 term of the charter agreement, and default provisions.

29 Ce) Provisions defining eligible costs to include predevelopment costs of

30 h construction prior to construction, such as propertY or land acquisition,
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1 feasibility and site studies, design and engineering fees. legal costs. permitting.
2 review, and inspection fees, surveys, utility assessments, financing costs and
3 other eligible project costs as determined by the division of administration.
4 (f) Provisions defining development costs to include the costs of
5 construction, labor and materials, site acquisition, construction administration,
6 financing, equipment, demolition, infrastructure, required off-site
7 improvements, and other related costs as determined Lw the division of
S administration.

9 (a) Provisions defining eligible renovations to include material additions
10 and renovations to existing buildings, general environmental abatement
11 systems, code and life-safety upgrades, and other types of renovations as
12 determined by the division of administration.

13 041) No loan shall be made without the approval of the division of
14 administration. Loans shall be executed through a loan agreement between the
15 division of administration and the eligible charter school and shall be used
16 solely for the following purposes:

17 (a) To pay for charter school start-up and early operating expenses.

18 (b) To purchase tangible items such as equipment. technology, and

19 instructional materials.

20 Cc) Land acquisition and facility predevelonment and development costs,

21 including construction hard and soft costs.

22 (d) Facility acquisition1 ungrade, repairs, and other eligible renovations.

23 (e) Any other purposes apnroved by the division of administration that

24 are related to the start-up. operation, expansion, or renovation of an eligible

25 chartcr school.

26 (2) In order for an eligible charter school to qualify for a loan pursuant

27 to the provisions of this Section, the eligible charter school shall comply with all

28 of the following:

29 (a) The eligible charter school shall demonstrate sufficient financial

30 resources and a detailed financial strategy for repayment of the loan.
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fifi The eligible charter school shall complete and submit the

2 supplemental reporting schedule as mandated in R.S. 24:SliuIW2) as part of its

3 annual financial reporting to the legislative auditor pursuant to 11.5. 24:513 et

4

5 I (3) An eligible charter school is limited to one loan from the fund, which

6 shall not exceed five million dollars per loan; however, once all of the principal,

7 interest, and any other obligations due under the loan agreement arc paid in

8 full, the eligible charter school may apply for a new loan.

9 (41 No money lent as provided in this Section may be used to pay prior debts

10 of the nonprofit corporation which formed the eligible charter school, any of the

11 natural persons principally involved in forming the eligible charter school, or any

12 former or current business or nonprofit venture of any such natural persons for any

13 purchase not related to the creation ofthe eligible charter school or predevelopment

14 and development costs of the eligible charter school facility, or to pay to members

15 of the immediate family of any such natural persons, otto make any investments.

16 (3)(5Xa Loans to gualili eligible charter schools shall be repaid th rn.,

17 thte,ct and maf L uiadc b, thc tLo1ty tcita of ij tu t111i..i.. yL-Sla. jil

18 accordance with the terms of the loan agreement as approved by the division of
V

19 administration and the rules adopted pursuant to this Section. Nothina’herein

20 shall limit the ability of a loan to be subordinated to a senior loan, to be paid off

21 prior to maturity, or to charge variable interest rates. All interest and principal

22 payments on loans shall be repaid and deposited back into the fund and made

23 available for additional loans.

24 (hI Loan repayment shal+ jy occur by having the state Department of

25 Education automatically reduce the last state payment or payments for each eligible

26 charter school b onc-thlid of th. tutal 1Gm, aitiuunt du,iugtl1c iidtial thi..c yt..an of

27 th lOan ti..,”, in accordance with the terms of the loan agreement. The state

28 Department of Education shall !! instead deposit those fUnds with the state

29 treasury in the Louisiana Charter School Start-up and Expansion Loan Fund.

30 (4)() The tatc 1x,md division of administration shall not knowingly

Page 5 of 8
Coding: Words which are t1ui.k lluough arc deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.



I

2

3

4

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

• 16

• 17

18

19

20

• 21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

SB NO.71
ENROLLED

approve the loan portion of any Fype- dliible charter school’s budget proposal if

the background cheeks required by the state board reveals that any person principal

to the charter school proposal has been convicted of any felony related to

misappropriation of finds or theft.

(71(a) If the charter aifreement of any elieible charter school is revoked

or the school ceases to operate during the term of the loan agreement and the

loan is not fully repaid, all cash assets, equipment, property, facilities or other

physical assets purchased or constnicted with loan funds shall be transferred

in accordance with the loan aEreement and the rules adopted by the division of

administration.

1W The state may, by suit, action, mandamus, or other-proceedings.

protect and enforce any rights to assets or security provided in connection with

a loan agreement authorized pursuant to this Section.

E. Eliaible charter schools shal[comply with anlicable laws related to

public bids for the erection, construction. alteration, improvement, or repair of

a public facility or immovable property pursuant to RS. 17:3996(B)(19).

F. The division of administration shall submit an annual report to the

legislature, on or before December thirty-first, relative to fund activities for the

prior fiscal year, including but not limited to the following:

(1) The number of loan applications filed in the preceding year.

(2) The number of loans executed in the preceding year, tbe amounts

loaned to each eligible charter school, and the total amount of loan funds

expended in accordance with the provisions of this Se&ion.

(3) The collection rate of the loans.

(4) The balance of the fund at the time such report is submiftcd and the

viability of the fund at that time.

(5) An evaluation of financial accountability measures and the

effectiveness of the loan program.

iserey.das

§5 14. Sworn annual fmancial statements; actuarial valuations; examinations
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I * * *

2 I.Q) The aimual financial statements of city, parish, and other local public

3 school boards shall be accompanied by such schedules ofperformance and statistical

4 data as may be developed by the legislative auditor and legislative staff, with

5 assistance from the state Department of Education, and approved by the House

6 Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education. Such performance

7 and statistical data shall be thc subject of assurances provided as part ofthe financial

8 statement audits oflocal school boards to ensure that the information is complete and

9 accurate. The assurances provided on such performance and statistical data shall be

10 used for reporting to the legislature by the Department of Education. As an integral

11 part of the legislative auditors annual audit of the financial statements of the state

12 of Louisiana, he shall review the Department of Educations compilation of the

13 performance and statistical data, as reported by the local school boards, within the

14 annual financial and statistical report of the department.

15 (2) The annual financial statements of eligible charter schools receiving

16 loans as provided in itS. 17:6J1 shall be accompanied by a supplemental

17 schedule developed by the legislative auditor, which shall include but not be

18 limited to the following:

19 (a) Details on the approved loan, including total amounts of the loan,

20 payments made, and outstanding balances.

21 (b) The amount expended on tangible items such as equipment

22 technology, and instructional materials.

23 (c) The amount expended on land acquisition and facility

24 predeyelopment and development costs. including construction bard and soft

25 costs.

26 (dl The amount expended on facility acquisition. upgrade, repairs, and

27 other el&ible renovations.

28 (el The amount expended for any other purposes approved by the

29 division of administration that are related to thc start-up, operation, expansion,

30 or renovation of the eligible charter school.
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Section 3. Tifis Act shall become effective upon signafre by the governor or, ifnot

2 signed by the governor, upon expiration ofthe time for bills tp become law without signature

3 by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of’the Constitution of Louisiana. If

4 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

5 effective on the day following such approval.

1

APPROVED:

‘F LOUISIANA

rtklc ec, zotS
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO.77

BY REPRESENTATFVES TURnER, ADAMS, BAGLEY, BERAULT, BUTLER,CARRIER., CHASSION, FREIBERO, HORTON, ILLG, KERNER, MACK,SCHLEGEL, AND THOMPSON AND SENATORS BARROW, BOUDREAUX,BOUIE, FOIL, HENRY, JACKSON-ANDREWS, JENKINS, MIGUEZ, MORRIS,MYERS, PRICE, REESE, AND SELDERS

La. ete Lw tite
PSTE7I’S COPY

EcsTh: cii pts.z41t S
Not

- HEKGc &/ iftc1qsL
JoyQ zt3

A

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:5002/A). (E)O) and (3), and (0), 5024(B)(1),

3 5025(introductory paragraph), 5499(B)(3Xb)(ii) and (iii) and (D)(l)(introductory

4 paragraph), 5041(introductoryjaragraph), (l)(c), and (4), and 5043(1) and to enact

5 R.S. 17:5002Q) and 5024G54(1)(e). relative to the Taylor Opportunity Program for

6 Students; to create a ne/roram award level; to provide a definition of tuition for

7 certain program purpôses; to provide for an additional test for purposes of

8 determining initia}hrard eligibility; to provide for applicability; and to provide for

9 related matters/

10 L Be it enacted by th egislature of Louisiana:

11 Sectioy/ R.S. 17:5002(A), (E)(1) and (3), and (0), 5024(B)(l), 5025(introductory

12 paragraph)/029(BX3)OXii) and (iii) and (D1)(introductory paragraph), 5041 (introductory

13 para94), (1)(c), and (4), and 5043(1) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

14 l7<02O) and 5024(A)(1)(e) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

15 §5002. Awards and amounts

16 A.(+) A student shall be eligible for an Opportunity, Performance, Honors,

17 Excellence, or TOPS-Tech Award based on his academic achievement.

18 (2) T1 awaid aiuytmt izafl b.. piuvdc4 u SubacAjiuji B ui D uftlii

19 St,tjuu unleps th lgislatuac, by law, iiaaco.c Ilic awaid aruvinit.

20 * * *
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1 E.(1) No student shall be eligible for tuition payment pursuant to this Section

2 for the Opportunity Award, the Performance Award, or the Honors Award, or the

3 Excellence Award for more than eight semesters or an equivalent number of units

4 in an eligible institution which operates on a schedule based on units other than

5 semesters, unless an extension is granted by the administering agency in accordance

6 withits rules.

7 * * *

8 (3)(a) Any student receiving an Opportunity, Performance, or Honors

9 Excellence Award who successfully completes an academic undergraduate degree

10 in less than the eight semesters or its equivalent of award benefits provided by this

11 Subse’tion shall be eligible to continue to receive all applicable award benefits, in

12 accordance with the limitations as specified in Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph,

13 for any remaining semester or setnesteñ or the equivalent thereof of eligibility not

14 used to obtain the undergraduate degree if the student pursues a postgraduate

15 academic degree at an eligible institution and the student continues to meet all

16 academic and other requirements provided by this SecIon and by rule of the

17 administering agency for continued receipt of the award as an undergraduate except

K18 as such requirements, including requirements provided by this Section for

19 undergraduate students. may be modified by the administering agency as necessary

20 to apply such requirements to postgraduate study.

21 (b) In developing rules to implement this Pamph, the administering

22 agency shall establish reasonable time—hites and deadlines for receipt of any

23 information required to implement this Paraaph both for current and subsequent

24 students receiving Opportunity, Performance, or Honors, or Excellence awards and

25 for any student previously receiving such an award who successfully completed an

26 I academic undergraduate degree in less than eight semesters. Such rules shall alsoF

-hmcAin”27 provide for appropriate notice to all such students of the timc Encs deadlines, and

28 rules governing implementation of this Paraph.

29 (c) The amount of the award benefits as provided for in Subparagraph (a) of

30 this Paragraph shall not exceed the amounts determined by the administering agency

Page2of9
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1 to equal the tuition charged for the postgraduate study or for undergraduate full-time

2 enrollment charged by the highest cost public college university in the state,

3 whichever amount is less.

4 * * *

S G. In lieu of the payment of tuition as provided in this Section, any student
‘V6 participating in the program provided by R.S. 29:36.1 for persons serving in the

7 Louisiana National Guard shall receive the tuition exemption as provided therein.

8 In addthon to any other payments provided for by KS. 29:36.1:

9 (1) For any student who also meets the qualifications provided in this

10 Sclwtivu Chafer for receipt of an Opportunity Award or a TOPS-Tech Award, the

11 state shall pay on behalf of such student a sum of thee hundred dollars per semester

12 or six hundred dollars per academic year to be applied toward the cost of books and

13 other instructional materials.

14 (2) For any student who also meets the qualifications provided in this

15 Sct.tiun Chter for receipt of a Performance Award, the state shall pay on behalf of

16 the student a sum of three hundred dollars per semester or six hundred dollars per

17 academic year to be applied toward the cost of books and other instructional

18 materials plus the sum of four hundred dollars per semester or eight hundred dollars

19 per academic year for other educational expenses as defined by the administering

20 agency.

21 (3) For any student who also meets the qualifications provided in this

22 Seuioi1 Citer for receipt of an Honors Award, the state shall pay on behalf of the

23 student a sum of three hundred dollars per semester or six hundred dollars per

24 academic year to be applied toward the cost of books and other instructional

25 materials plus the sum of eight hundred dollars per semester or one thousand six

26 hundred dollars per academic year for other educational expenses as defmed by the

27 administering agency.

28 (4) For any student who also meets the Qualifications urovided in this

29 Chajr for receipt of an Excellence Award, the state shall pay on behalf of the

30 student a sum of three hundred dollars per semester or six hundred dollars per

Page 3 of 9
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1 academic year to be applied toward the cost of books and other instructional

2 materials plus the sum of one thousand doflars per semester or two thousand dollars
3 per academic year for other educational expenses as defined by the administering
4 agency.

5 * * *

6 I.(1) Any student who is eligible for an Excellence Award pursuant to this
7 Chapter and who has enrolled in any public college or university in this staty shall
8 be awarded by the state either an amount determined by the administering agency to

9 equal the tuition charged by the public collee or university or twelve thousand

10 dollars, whichever is less.

11 (2) Any student who is eligible for an Excellence Award pursuant to this

12 Chapter and who has enrolled in any independent college or university in this sc.

13 that is a member of the Louisiana Association of Independent Colleges and
14 Universities and that is accredited by an institutional accrediting agency recognized.

15 by the United States Department of Education to pursue an academic dere)shall

16 be awarded by the state either an amount determined by the administerint agency

17 equal to the tuition charued by the independent college or university or eight

18 thousand five hundred dollars. whichever is less.

19 (3) For purposes of this Subseäion. “tuition” means the annual resident

20 tuition and fees charged by the institution as reported in the Board of Regents annual

21 mandatory tuition and fees survey.

22 * *

23 §5024. Academic requirements

• v.24 A.(l) Except as otherwise provided by this Subsection, students shall meet

25 the following minimum grade point average requirements, calculated on a 4.00 scale

26 using only the grades obtained by the student in completing the core curriculum

27 requirements established by this Chapter, for the respective awards:

(NJ)
29 For an Excellence Award, a minimum cumulative grade noint average

30 of 3.50.
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1 * * *

2 B.(1) Except as otherwise provided by this Subsion, a student shall earn

3 the following minimum test scores for the respective awards:

4 I (a) For an Opportunity Award, a composite score on the 1990 version of the

5 ACT which is at least equal to or higher than the state’s average composite score,

6 truncated to a whole number, reported for the prior year but never less than twenty

7 or an equivalent concordant value on an enhanced or revised version of such test, or

8 art the SAT, or the Classic Learning Test.

9 (b) For a Performance Award, a composite score on the 1990 version of the

10 ACT of twenty-three or higher or an equivalent concordant value on any enhanced

11 or revised version of such tests vi ü the SAT, or the Classic Learning Test.
€ ii

12 (c) For an Honors Award, a score of twenty-seven or higher on the 1990

13 version of the ACT or an equivalent concordant value on any enhanced or revised

14 version of sucha vi mi the SAT. or the Classic Learning Test.

15 (d) For a TOPS-Tech Award, a composite score on the specified ACT of

16 seventeen or higher or an equivalent concordant value on any enhanced or revised

17 version of such testa UI VII the SAT, or the Classic LearninL Test. The student may,

18 as an alternative requirement, have attained a silver level score on the assessments

19 of the ACT WorkKeys system.

20 (e) For an Excellence Award. a score of thirty-one or hitzher on the 1990

21 version of the ACT or an equivalent concordant value on any enhanced or revised

22 version of such test the SAT. or the Classic Learning Test.

23 -t * *

24 §5025. High school core curriculum requirements; Opportunity, Performance,

25 Honors, Excellence Awards

26 To be eligible for an Opportunity, Performance, or Honors. or Excellence
V

27 Award pursuant to this Chapter, a student shall have successfully completed a core

28 curriculum which consists of twenty units of high school course work as follows:

29 * *
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§5029. Alternative initial eligibility requirements
2

* *
/7

3 B. A student who completes a home study program shall be eligible to4 receive an award pursuant to this Chap’(er if each of the following conditions is met:5
* * *

I
(3)

/8 (b)
/

9
* * *

ror10 (ii) For a student qualifring for an initial TOPS-Tech or Opportunity Award
11 for the 2008-2009 award year or thereafter pursuant to this Subsection, the student
12 shall have a composite score on the 1990 version of the ACT which is at least two
13 j points higher than that required by R.S. 17:5024(B) for the particular award or an
14 equivalent concordant value on an enhanced or revised version of such test or-on the
15 SAT, or the Classic Learning Test,

16 (iii) For a student qua1i’ing for an initial Performance, or Honorsj
17 Excellence Award for the 2008-2009 award year or thereafter pursuant to this
18 Subsection,,the student shall have acomposite score on the 1990 version of the ACT
19 which iat least one point higher than that required by R.S. 17:5024(B) for the
20 paniilar award or an equivalent concordantvalue on an enhanced or revised vcrsion
21 ofuch test i,,, the SAT, or the Classic Leaminrz Test./
22

* * *

23 D.(l) Beginning with the 2004-2005 award year, a student who does not
24 graduate from high school or complete a home study program shall be eligible to
25 receive an Opportunity, Performance, or Honors Award pursuant to this Char
26 a student who does not graduate from high school or complete a home study program

V27 shaH he eiigible to receive an Excellence Award pursuant to this Chapter ii each of
28 the following conditions is met:

29
* * *
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1 §5041. Maintaining eligibility; Excellence. Honors, Performance, Opportunity

2 i To maintain continued state payment of any amount pursuant to an

3 Opportunity, Performance, or Honors, or Excellence Award once enrolled in college

4 a student shall meet all of the following:

5 (1)

6 * * *

7 (c) If at any time a student fails to maintain the cumulative grade point

8 average required for continuation in the program or, as of the end of any semester or

9 term during the academic year, fails to make steady academic progress as defined by

10 the administering agency, such student shall become ineligible for tiirther payments.
V

11 Payments limited to those provided in R.S. 17:5002(B), regardless of whether the

12 originaJly granted award was an Opportunity, Performance, or Honors, or Excellence

13 Award, may be reinstated upon attainment ofthe grade point average required by this

14 Secn for a student to maintain continued state payments once enrolled in college

15 and the standards for steady academic progress as defined by the administering

16 agency, provided that the student has maintained other continuation requirements

17 . and the period of ineligibility did not persist for more than two years from the date

18 of loss of eligibility. If this two-year period is interrupted due to a student’s active

19 duty service in the United States Armed Forces, the two-year period shall be

20 extended for a length of time equal to the student’s active duty service, not to exceed

21 four years, unless the student reenlists in the United States Armed Forces and

22 maintains continuous active duty, in thich case the period shall be extended for a

23 length of time equal to the student’s active duty service; or unless the student is

24 granted an exception for cause by the administering agency.

25 * * *

26 (4)(a) For students qua1i’ing to receive a Pcrformancç u an Honors..gr

27 Excellence Award, have a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.00 on a 4.00

28 scale at the end of each academic year.
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1 (b) However, if at any time an otherwise eligible student receiving a

2 Performancea A was ci o an Honors, or Excellence Award in accordance with the
V3 provisions of this Chapter fails to have a cumulative grade point average of at least

4 3.00 on a 4.00 scale at the end of any academic year but has and continues to

5 maintain a cumulative grade point average at least equal to that required by
cGctioh6 Paragraph (3) of this Stb3cction itor continued participation by a recipient of an

7 Opportunity Award, the student receiving a Perfonnancç Awaad n an Honors,

8 Excellence Award shall remain eligible for state payments but only in the amount
V9 provided for in R.S. 17:5002(B) for a recipient of an Opportunity Award. The

10 provisions of this Subparaph shall apply to all students who receive state

11 payments pursuant to a Performance Awmd an Honors, or Excellence Award,

12 including all such students from the beginning of the program.

13 * ‘P *

14 §5043. Returning students

15 Notwithstanding any provision of this Chapter to the contrary, any otherwise

16 qualified student who meets each of the following conditions and who enrolls as a

17 first-time freshman in an out-of-state college or university, or beginning with the

18 2009-2010 academic year, first enrolls as a first-time freshman in an eligible college

19 or university in Louisiana and subsequently enrolls in an out-of-state college or
‘7-20 university, may use the program award provided for by this Section at an eligible

21 college or university in Louisiana in accordance with this Section and other

22 applicable provisions of this Chapter; however, the time period of award eligibility
‘V

23 set forth in R.S. 17:5002(E) shall be reduced by an equivalent number of units as

24 may be applicable for each semester or equivalent time period that the student is

25 enrolled in an out-of-state college or university:

26 (1) The student has been determined by the administering agency to meet the

27 initial eligibility requirements established by this Section for an Opportunity,

28 Performance, or Honors, or Excellence Award.

29 * * *
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Section 2.(A) Qualification for an Excellence Awd and qualification for a
program award based on scores attained on the Classic Learnidg Test, both as provided inIct 2ozc rJo. 3tfl /Section 1 of this Act, shall apply to students graduating from high school during or after the
2024-2025 school year.

(B) Nqtwithstanding the provisions of R.S. 17:5I75 as amended and reenacted byCAcS 2o25, t’Jc. .4]] /this Act, the core curriculum requirements for a student,$ua1iring for an Excellence Award
shall be the same as those requirements provided ir/R.S. 17:5025.1 et seq. that apply to

/students qualii3ring for an Opportunity, Performanc or Honors Award according to the year
/such student graduates from high school. J

UjcAEc Zozç, Mc. 3591Section 3. If House Bill No. 378 of liiis 2025 Regular Session of the Legislature—

— I
becomes law, the provisions of R.S. 1 7:5029/B)(3)(b)ai) and (iii) as amended and reenacted

/

in the Act that originated as House Bitt No. 378 of this 2025 Regular Session of the,,[kctc2ozc pJc. %ilLegislature shall supersede nd’control*gardless ofthe order of passage, and the provisions
/ CkctczozcMc.4flofR.S. 1 7:5029(B)(3)(b)(ii) and (iii)As amended and reenacted in Section 1 of this Act shall

not become law. /

/
a

SPEAKER OM”HE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATiVES

OFT?!! TB

lAne 2a 2025
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 327

BY REPRESENTATIVES CHASSION AND KNOX

Lcd. tMe Lw Wite
PiTES CO?Y

sTo: ?c 11 fts. I
Note:

JOTHZ

*
¶CT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 17:5024(A5/relative to the Taylor Opportunity Program for

3 Students; to require school7use a ten-point grading scale to assign grades used to

4 calculate the minimi,..$ade point average for initial qualification for a program

5 award; and to pr ide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by egislature of Louisiana:

7 SçctitS(1. R.S. 1 7:5024(A)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows;

8 §5024. Academic requirements

9 A.(l)fg Except as otherwise provided by this Subsection, students shall

10 meet the following minimum grade point average requirements, calculated on a 4.00

11 scale using only the grades obtained by the student in completing the core curriculum

12 requirements established by this Ch3ter, for the respective awards:

13 fa) fj) For an Opportunity Award, a minimum cumulative grade point average

14 of2.5O.

15 fb)fijj For a Performance Award, a minimum cumulative grade point average

16 of 3.25.

17 (e) Liifl For an Honors Award, a minimum cumulative grade point average Y
U18 of 3.50.

19 fd) jy) For a TOPS-Tech Award, a minimum cumulative grade point

20 average of 2.50.

ec.+121 (b) Beinniny in the Z0242Q25 school year and fosubsequent schqol years

22 thereafter. each school shall use the ten-point gradinn scale provided for in R.S.
‘V

23 17:184 for the purpose of assigning Erades used in the calculation of the minimum

Page 1 of2
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VLzrade point average required by Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph reuardless of

whether the school uses a different gradinQ scale for other purposes. The provisions
V

of this Subparauravh shall aDulv to public schools and nonpublic schools approved
V

m accordance with R.S. 17:11.

* * *

6 Section 2. All nonpublic schools that did not implement a ten-pointading scale C%

7 in the 2024-2025 school year and submitted grades for students graduatingn that school£kctc2ozs ° 3si01efE qso/202cj /8 year prior to the effective date of this Act shall recalculate and resubmit rertified grades
I9 for any graduate with a cumulative grade point average of less than 3.50./the recalculation

/10 shall use the ten-point grading scale as required by R.S. 17:5024(A)O) as amended and r
/11 I reenacted by this Act, and the nonpublic schools shall submit the rçcertified grades to the

12 state Department ofEducation not later than August31, 2025. The,ecalculation shall apply
/ ‘-4

13 to courses in the Opportunity, Performance, and Honors or TO/S-Tech core curricula that

14 were taken in the 2024-2025 school year by any graduating/tudent applying for a Taylor

15 Opportunity Program for Students award. The recalculat)Øn shall use the same percentage

16 j values that were originally assigned by the teacher whn final grades were initially given.
/

17 Section 3. This Act shall become effective u/on signature by the governor or, if not
I18 signed by the governor, upon expiration ofthe tirnjfor bills to become law without signature

19 by the governor, as provided by Article 111, Sec%on 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If

20 vetoed by the governor and subsequently a ‘roved by the legislature, this Act shall become

21 effective on the day following such appval.
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2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 378

BY REPRESENTATiVES WILDER, ADAMS, AMEDEE, BAThAM, BRYANT,CARLSON, CARRiER, CHASSION, CHENEVERT, COATES, COX, CREWS,DEWITT, DICKERSON, EDMONSTON, EGAN, FIRMENT, GALLE,GEYMA.NN, GLORIOSO, HORTON, JACKSON, JACOB LANDRY, MACK,MENA, OWEN, SCHAMERHORN, SPELL, TARVER, TAYLOR, THOMPSON,TURNER, VENTRELLA, AND WILEY AND SENATORS BARROW,BOUDREAUX, CARTER, CLOUD, CONMCK, DUPLESSIS, EDMONDS, FESI,FOIL, HARRIS, HENRY, HODGES, JACKSON-ANDREWS, JENKINS, MIZELL,STINE, AND WOMACK

La. $tatc Litw rt!ttQ
PuNTEfl’C COY

NO D7S
1

1 ArACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. :5029(B)57 and (3)(a) and (b)(ii) and (iii), relative to the

3 Taylor Opportunity Program or Students; to provide relative to the alternate

4 cligibility requirements fo tudents who complete approved home study programs;

5 to lower the minim ACT score such students must attain for initial qualification

6 for an award; an to provide for related matters.

7 Belt enacted by egislature of Louisiana:

8 Sec n 1. R.S. I 7:5029(B)(2) and (3)(a) and (b)(ii) and (iii) are hereby amended and

9 reenaet to read as follows:

10 §5029. Alternative initial eligibility requirements

11 * * *

12 B. A student who completes a home study program shall be eligible to

13 receive an award pursuant to this Chapter ifch of the following conditions is met:

14 * * *

15 (2) The student meets the requirements of R.S. 17:5022, 5023, 502418)11).

16 5027, and 5028.
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(3)(a) Exc&.pt as ytuvidcd in 3ubpaiaiayli (b) A tilia Patagiapli, For a

student gua1ifvinz for an initial program award prior to the 2005-2006 award year.

the student has a composite score on the 1990 version of the ACT which is at least
/three points higher than that required by R.S. 17:5024(B) for the particular award or

an equivalent concordant value on an enhanced or revised version of such test or on

the SAT.

(b)

* * *

(ii) For a student qua1i’ing for an initial TOPS-Tech or Opportunity Award

for the 2008-2009 award year theicaftci through the 2024-2025 award year

pursuant to this Subg6ction, the student shall have a composite score on the 1990

version of the ACT which is at least two points higher than that required by R.S.

17:5024(B) for the particular award or an equivalent concordant value on an

enbanced or revised version of such test or on the SAT.

(iii) For a student qualii’ing for an initial Performance or Honors Award for

the 2008-2009 award year tIR through the 2024-2025 award year pursuant

to this Subsection, the student shall have a composite score on the 1990 version of

the ACT which is at least one point higher than that required by R.S. 17:5024(B) for

the particular award or an equivalent concordant value on an enhanced or revised

version of such test or on the SAT.

* * *

APPROVED:

LOUISIANA
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