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ACT 219

___

II ENROLLED
2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO.63

BY REPRESENTATIVES GREEN AND HUGHES

Li. atits Lrw Irztitte
Pfl(NTER’s COLY

H NOtDrrs
øea$bflp L9

— b.JC1E 2-

1 A JOINT RESOLUTION

2 Proposing to amend Article V, Section 23(B) ofthe Cotitution ofLouisiaa/relative to the

3 mandatory retirement of judges; to provide that a judge sh remain in office

4 beyond his seventy-fifth birthday; to provide for bmission of the proposed

5 amendment to the electors; and to provide_ elated matters.

6 Section 1. Be it resolved by the Legi ure ofLouisiana, two-thirds of the members

7 elected to each house eoncurrinj>Jhiere shall be submitted to the electors of the state of

8 Louisiana, for their prior rejection in the manner provided by law, a proposal to

9 amend Ar3)<Section 23(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as follows:

10 §23. Judges; Retirement

11 H Section23.

19 * * *1-

13 (B) Mandatory Retirement. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, a

14 judge shall not remain in office beyond his cvntictlt b1t11d&, seventy-fifth

15 birthday. A judge who affthns seventy-five years ofae AjuJgc why attai v’ity

16 , fag while serving a term of office shall be allowed to complete that term of >

17 office.

18 Section 2. Be it nher resolved that this p posed amendment shall be submitted

19 to the electors of the state of Louisiana at atewide election to be held on April 18, 2026.
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HB NO.63
2<”

ENROLLED
Section 3. Be it further resolved that on the officiJ ballot to be used at the election,

2 there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the ele ors of the state shall be permitted

3 to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louiaxi& which proposition shall read as

4 follows:
/1

5 Do you support an amendment thange the mandato retirement age for
6 judges from seventy to seventy/five, provided that a judge may continue to

7 :1 serve to complete a term of ffice? (Amends Article V, Section 23(B))

SPE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OF THE SENM F
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ACT2

___

ENROLLED
2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 473

BY REPRESENTATIVE EMERSON AND SENATOR EDMONDS

L.a. $tatt Ltw rtitte
PNTER’S COY

NO EDfS
Ciwifluflan C-C rJ ci.

A JOINT RESOLUTION

2 Proposing to amend Article VII, Section l0.8(A)(1), (2), and (4), (B), and ()(l) of the

3 Constitution of Louisiana, to enact Article VII, Section 10.17, and to’iepeal Article

4 VII, Sections 10(F)(4)(d), 10.1, 1O.8(A)(3) and (C)(3), and 1O.16(A)(9), relative to

5 monies in the state treasury; to repeal the Education Excellence Fund within the

6 Millennium Trust, the Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund, and the Louisiana

7 Quality Education Support Fund; to apply monies held, those funds to liabilities

8 of the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana an4’to require local public school

9 systems to pay a teacher pay raise with savingI realized from payment of those

10 retirement system liabilities; to require additiofial state general fund expenditures for

11 the Minimum Foundation Proam relati4e to such pay raises; to direct the state

12 treasurer to take certain actions with repect to monies in repealed funds; to provide

13 for calculation and transfer of sucW monies to the Overcollections Fund for use by

14 specified entities pursuant to Q&Iined restrictions; to execute technical changes; to
/.

15 provide for submission o,5,the proposed amendment to the electors; and to provide

16 for related matters. /
•1

17 Section 1. Be it resdived by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds ofthe members
/

18 elected to each housepancurring, that there shall be submitted to the electors of the stale of

19 Louisiana, for their’approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a proposal to

20 amend AicleA Section 10.8(A)(1), (2), and (4), (B), and (C)(l) of the Constiffition of

21 Louisiana to enact Article VII, Section 10.17 to read as follows:
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HB NO. 473
ENROLLED

1 §10.8. Millennium Trust

2 Section 10.8. Millennium Trust

3 (A) Creation. (1) There shall be established in the state treasuiy as a special
4 permanent trust the “Millemiium Trust”. After allocation of money to the Bond
5 Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Sectic 9(B) of this
6 constitution, the treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Millennium Trust certain
7 monies received as a result of the Master Settlement Agreement, hereinafter the

8 ‘Settlement Agreement’, executed November 23, 1998, and approved by Consent

9 Decree and Final Judgment entered in the case “Rihd P. Ieyoub, Attorney

10 General, ex rel. State of Louisiana v. Philip Morris, Incorporated, et a!.”, bearing

11 Number 98-6473 on the docket of the Fourteenth Judicial District for the parish of

12 Calcasieu, state of Louisiana; and all dividend and interest income and all realized

13 capital gains on investment of the monies in the Millennium Trust. The treasurer

14 shall deposit in and credit to the Millennium Trust th. f1loi11 tiuu.tit vfiiiuuic

15 ii.iv..d aa a icsult ft11 Scttlcinciit Agte.iiicnt.

16 (a) Ficil Yat 2000-2001, fuilyflvc. ?citcut tt11 rnoh ccvd

17 that yc-ar.

18 (b) Fical Ytai 2001-2002, sixty pcicit uf flic tvtal “yjiKS tCt that

19 yem

20 () Fiaal 2002-2003 and Cadt fi ycaa thicaftci, seventy-five

21 percent of the total monies received that yCPi. each fiscal year as a result of the

22 Settlement Acreenient. IIOWcVc, Linnii 1” F&a1 Y& 2011-2012 alL1 th...

23 balan., i, tIn.. Millt,iiniuii, T1 uat ,i&dn.a a I.uLtl ufoia bll11 tlicc liuudlcd ...iglty

24 njilliuii dyllax,, thc Ij monies deposited in and credited to the Millennium Trust,

25 received as a result of the Settlement Agreement, shall be allocated to the v&iuua

26 fusida within th1_ Milkamiwu Taut as ptuvidcd h Subz,ubpaiagsayh (2)(L), (3)fl4,

27 1d (4)b) and (i..) fthi Paiasapli. TOPS Fund.

28 @) Fm Ficl Y 2000-2001, Y 2001-2002, d Lscal ‘[Ca

29 2002-2003, tcn pnt fth tot suOrnC$ aivd hi ch of thua ycata L1

30 to thc Ddacation DACCflc,ICC Fund whjh, iIutwithatidiiib th pivvisiuiiS uf
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HB NO. 473
ENROLLED

Subpwagtapli (S)) o1th1 Sctien, 3hall Uc aypsoptiatd foi tbpyut&d
in Sububpaiatap1i (d) vf Subpasagiapli (3) uf Paiagtapla (C) 0fth Scitiorn

(2)(a) The Health Excellence Fund shall be established as a special fund
within the Millennium Trust. The JLall tu tl1e Ilcalth LACJIcI.a
r1d uia.-thiid 0ft1e SttL1111t Agrm11t piuceeds depuikd caJi ycai intu the
MdLtpiiuui Tiurit, and uis-t1iitd uf all iAIy...tl,aait fwirnig ott tliL iLlVt3tIilcalt uf the

MilLrh,ju,, T1 st. Th tieauita .311a11 ‘i..puit aluIualIy hi th... Lgislanu. &, b-the

thuujt uf Milkirniwu Tiut invstinijt coaning ditd tu the health EA..JLlle

(U) Beiiuihig Fipigl Ycat 2011-2012, and cadi LI y 1l&icafki, tl1e

Ih treasurer shall credit to the Health Excellence Fund on.-thiid one-half of all

investment earnings on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer shall

report annually to the legislature as to the amount of Millennium Trust investment

earnings credited to the Health Excellence Fund.

e) fJ) &ituLin un July 1, 2012, a&i After allocation of money to the
V.Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of this

constitution, the state treasurer shall deposit in and credit to the Health Excellence

Fund an amount equal to the revenues derived from the tax levied pursuant to R.S.

47:841(B)(3).

*

(4)(a) The TOPS Fund shall be established as a special fund within the

Millennium Trust. Tb.. shall dcpot ii gild ...u.dit tu tia. TOPS f1d on

tl&d uftlo.. S.ttli..uicllt Agteerncntpio.ccds d...01Ld ititu tl1e Millciuihhn T1 uat. and

ui,c-tlsitd f all ii,vetzntait C&iuin Oii tlit.. uiyt.tatieitt yfthcIvhllcmiiuait Tiust. Thc

bcwci shall iyuil wnilIy hi th Lgialatwc as tu th &uuunt ofMilL,unmn T1 dat

iiietniiit c&mngs 1J1Ld tu thc TOPS Emid.

(U) DLiuuili rscal YGat 20l12012, and cacli fisal ai thcicaftci, thc

treasurer shall credit to the TOPS Fund one hundred percent of the Settlement

Agreement proceeds deposited into the Millennium Trust, and oni..-tliiid one-half of

all investment earnings on the investment of the Millennium Trust. The treasurer

Page3of 11
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shall report annually to the legislature as to the amount of Millennium Trust

Settlement Agreement proceeds and investment earnings credited to the TOPS Fund.

(c)—U0 tin. flLtI. datc of this SubsuLpa1aap1i, tIiI. ala& llt’OJ3LUOL l1all

depopit, tiaisfL, Ok Otln.Lmc c-t&t fuiLd in an ainouitt cgual to udi ScttlelIn.Llt

ALcctLiolit p’.cd &p0s1t0d and ..i1..dited t0 tin. ?vfdLiualuILL T1st tc.i,ed [y
tltoTaL.tJvviiApjil 1,2011 and thc cfftivtivt da. ..,flhis Subaubpm5tphtu tIlc

TOPS Fthjd.

* * *

(B) Investment. Monies credited to the Millennium Trust pursuant to
I

Paragraph (A) of this Section shall be invested by the treasurer with Ibc

authity and .bJe.t to Usc sanic io,tiitiyiss tin. Lyuipiaita Edueatjp11 Quality

T1 ut F as provided by law. However, the portion of monies in the Millennium

Trust which may be invested in stock may be increased to no more than fifty percent

by a specific legislative instrument which receives a favorable vote of two-thirds of

the elected members of each house of the legislature. The legislature shall provide

for procedures for the investment of such monies by law. The treasurer may

contract, subject to the approval of the State Bond Commission, for the management

of such investments and, if a contract is entered into, amounts necessary to pay the

costs of the contract shall be appropriated from the Millennium Trust.

(C) Appropriations. (l)(a) Apytupnativn Lions tl10 Education EACiLnoc

Fu1d shpll b.. li11iiLd to ass ‘umual ajisvUsit siOt to tALAcd Usc Catsiiiatod agIi.gatc

&rniual Cmiuug floss1 intt.iczt, dividouda, and ieahLed oayital gatisa on rnvcsLnoist of

tin_li st d1o.aLd a .n0vid0db Panayh (A) 0ft111 Scct1on &nd aS ccvrnd b,

Usc Rcvnuc Estiiisatiiig Cof1c.11cc, Amounts det..iuhicd tu Uc. availablc f01

applopnativu lsall lx UiOa. aggicgaL iLlvi.abiCiLt c.&1d15gs in ‘..ccSa of all

inflation fatoi a.a dc,tolillLlu.ai b3 tl1.. Rcvciiuc EatunaLnig T11_ aijiousit

of icaliad iapjtal gain vii hivc$thiciit which rnaf lx Lcldcd in tl1 aggscgate

caLlLillga availablc fyi ayplUpnation in any ycai ,hall nut 0ccd Usc agCgatc of

tmnhsja flum iutcscst and dividcnd f01 that ycai.



HBNO.473
ENROLLED j I

1 )(i) Fo ral Ya1 2911 O 12, aypwyi iatiOn3 horn th Htalth EAJLLLc

2 F1d sl lii&d to an annual amydnt nut to t& GmaLd p H

3
- annual auango Lviii 1t1t, di&ds, 1d i4itd e.Aw i tiiitM-cf

4 tL tiu.,t and uiedtLd to tlic Ilcaith Excjlcncc Fda piu &dby SuLubyataiaplt

5 (A)(2)(b) of thia Seeto11 and I.Aosiun.d b, the Rvi.iittc Ltiiiiating €ônfitAac.

6 (;;) F. Fi..a1 2012-2013, and alt fLea! L& t1.eafL1,

7

______________

Q1J1JLLJp[LattGILS Appropriations from the Health Excellence Fund shall be limited to

8 an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate annual earnings from

9 interest, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the trust and credited
/10 to the Health Excellence Fund as provided by Subsubparagraph (A)(2)(b) (A)(2)(a)

11 of this Section and as recognized by the Revenue Estimating Conference and the

12 amount of proceeds credited to and deposited into the Health Excellence Fund as
I

13 provided by Subsubparagraph (A)(2)(1.) (M(2)(b) of this Section.

14 (c)(i) Coi Fia! Y 2011-2012, ayptopnatiui fiulu th TOPS Fd hJ j15 L 1i111itd ty tL amount of3cttlit.ntAi nint pwcda idILd to and dcpoiLd

16 jut0 thc TOPS P11d paovi&d by Su6ubpaLawap A)(4)) and (c) 0f ts

17 Setioa, &d ml annual aiuvwit nuttu .eed flit tatiin&tcd alt.atI. aniiU&l c&iiuii

18 fLout ill&iJt, dividcud., and 1ca1i.d L..apital a;LlS oLI of thc tiut aud

19 .,1diLd to thc TOPS Fund a pio vidcd b, Subsubpataiapli (A)(4)(b) of this Sct’tivii

20 and a., l..ogniL4A b, tl1 R..11ac Eti atiiig Coi&i.nce.

21 (ii) (bYi) Po1 Fial Y 2012-2013, and cacla ul yai thcte&ftci,

22 aypIopli&tioii Appropriations from the TOPS Fund shall be limited to the amount

23 of annual Settlement Agreement proceeds credited to and deposited into the TOPS
I

24 Fund asprovided in Sububpaiagiapli (A)(4)(L) SubparaL’raph (MM) ofthis Section,

25 and an annual amount not to exceed the estimated aggregate annual earnings from

26 interest, dividends, and realized capital gains on investment of the trust and credited
J

27 to the TOPS Fund as provided in SuLubpciiagia4Ai (A)(4)(b) Subnaragranh (A)(4

28 of this Section and as recognized by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

29 (iii) 5j) f0t Fal Ym 2011-2012, and cad1 fla1 ycai t1iciaftci.

30 aiiiOuiit Amounts determined to be available for appropriation from the TOPS Fund

Page5ofll I [
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HB NO. 473
ENROLLED

I from interest earnings shall be those aggregate investment earnings which are in
2 excess of an inflation factor as determined by the Revenue Estimating Conference.

3 The amount of realized capital gains on investment which may be included in the
4 aggregate earnings available for appropriation in any year shall not exceed the

5 aggregate of earnings from interest and dividends for that year.

6 * * *

7 10.17. Payment of State Retirement Debt

8 Section 10,1 7.( An I) Notwithstandjm any other provision of this

9 constitution to the contrary, no later than May 31. 2026. the state treasurer shall

10 transfer to the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana the liquidated fair market

11 value of each of the following:

12 a) The Education Excellence Fund.

13 (N The Louisiana Education Quality Trust Fund.

14 c) The Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund.

15 (2 The Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana shall apply monies
/

J
16 received pursuant to Subparauraph (I of this Paracraph to its oldest outstandinu

17 positive amortization base. Afler li.iuidation of such base. any remaining monies

18 shall be applied to the next-oldest outstandiiw positive amortization base, until all

19 such monies have been applied. If application of monies pursuant to the provisions
I J

20 of this Subparacraph are insufficient to filly liuiuidate an amortization base, after

21 application of such monies the net remainima liability of such amortization base shall

22 be reamortized with annual level-dollar payments calculated in the same manner as

23 other system amortization pa ments and over the remainder of the amortization

24 period orhzinallv established for that base.

25 (B)( 1 Any net saviniis attributable to the payments made pursuant to
/

26 Parauraph A of this Section shall be used b each public school system that

27 participates in the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiuna to provide a permanent

28 salan’ increase, plus any related benefits. of two thousand two hundred fiii dollars

29 for certificated personnel and one thousand one hundred twent’. -five dollars for

30 noncertifleated personnel, as provided by law.

Page 6 of 11
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I-TB NO. 473
Ei!RQLLEB

1 iZitt Notwithstandin am provision of this constitution or law to the
2 contrurv. the minimum foundation prourain formula effective for the 2026-2027
3 school year shall include both of the followjnLi:

4 (i) A permanent salan increase and related benefits for public school system
5 ronnel whose employers do not participate in the Teachey& Retirement System
6 of Louisiana equivalent to the permanent salary increase and related benefits

I7 provided pursuant to the provisions of SubparaQraph (1) of this Parauraph.

8 Eli) A calculation of the total amount necessary to complete fiandint of the

9 permanent salary increase and related benefits izranted pursuant to Subparacraph ( I)

10 of this Paragraph for each public school system that participates in the Teacher&

11 Retirement S”stem of Louisiana that did not realize net savinus for the 2026-2027
/12 school year attributable to the payments made pursuant to Parauraph (A) of this

13 Section sufficient to fund such permanent sahry increase and related benefits.

14 (bci Until the Jeuislature approves a formula pursuant to Article VIII.
/

15 Section 13 of this Constitution that includes the funding and permanent salary

“I16 increase and related benefits required pursuant to Subsubparauraph (al of this

17 Subpk they are deemed part of the formula most recently adopted by the

18 State Board ofE]ementarv and Secondary Education and approved by the letzisjature.
V.

19 ii) The provisions of this Subparaiwaph shall not be construed to infrmnue

20 on the authority granted to the State Board of EIementir and Secondary Education
‘I

21 pursuant to Article VIII. Sections 3(A) and l3iB) ofthis Constitution and shall cease

22 to apply when a new minimum foundation pro2ram formula that includes the funding
V

23 and permanent salary increase required pursuant to Subsubparagraph (a) of this

24 Subparauraph is adopted by the State Board ofElemeritarv and Secondary Education

25 or its successor and is approved by the legislature in conformity with the provisions
/

26 of Article VIII. Section 13(B.

27 Ic) Funding amounts required pursuant to the provisions of Item {a)(ii) of

28 this Subparauraph shall be maintained for each public school system at the level

29 established for that system for the 2026-2027 school ‘ear until a new minimum

30 foundation proram formula that includes the ftndinu and permanent salary increase

Page 7 of 11
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1-TB NO. 473
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/1 reiiuired pursuant to Subsubararaph (a) of this Suboarauraph is adopted bvthe
2 State Board ofElemenn and Seconth Edafion or its successor and is ,provd
3 by the legislature in conformity with the provisions of .

________

Article VIII Section 13(ffl
/4 j3For the purposes of this Paragranh. the following teims shall have the

5 followinu meaninus, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

6 ía) “Personel” shall mean per emnioved in the positions for which an

7 across-the-board pay raise was proposed in the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 minimum

8 foundation program formula for that fiscal year and for which a stipend was provided

9 for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 in Act No. 4 of the 2024 Regular Session of the

10 Leuislature.

11 (b”Public school system” shall mean any city, parish, or other local public

12 school board: charter school; and any other elementary or secondary school

13 ioveming authority. /
14 Section 2. Be it resolved by the Legislat ofLouisiana, two-thirds of the members

15 elected to each house concurring, that there shall,1e submitted to the electors of the state of

16 Louisiana, for their approval or rejection in the thnerprovided bylaw, a proposal to repeal
/

17 Article VII, Sections 10(F)(4)(d), 10.1, l0.8(A)(3land (C)(3), and lO.16(A)(9).
I

‘ Jcl’LD2-c,K)c’
18 Section 3. Within two weeks of the effective date of this Act tfe Department of

19 Education shall coordinate with the Depktment of Treasury to certi& amounts maintained
/

I20 in the Education Excellence Fund hel4tto the credit of a political subdivision or school. The
/ I z)

21 state treasurer is hereby authorized 1dnd directed to transfer to the Overcollections Fund anI

I I —

22 amount equal to the total certifiedbalance. Notwithstanding any provision of constituiton

23 or law to the contrary, monies held in the Overcollections Fund pursuant to the provisions L
/ J

onin24 of this Section may be withdriwn by the Department of Education without appropriati

25 order to remit to each enti’ its certified amount prior to the end of fiscal year 2026-2027.
S.-

26 Use of monies received/pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall be restricted to

227 expenditure for pre-ktrdergarten through twelfth grade instructional enhancement for

28 students, including’ early childhood education programs focused on enhancing the
/

29 preparation of aVrisk children for school, remedial instruction, and assistance to children

30 who fail to acve the required scores on any tests passage of which are required pursuant

/
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HBNO.473
MRCILLED r1 to state law or rule for advancement to a succeediig grade or other educational programs

2 approved by the legislature. Expenditures for mainteijance or renovation ofbuildings, capital
3 improvements, and increases in employee sa]aries the prohibited

L 4:H c c. ni]4 Section 4. Within two weeks of the effective date of this Act the State Board of
5 Elementary and Secondary Education and the BoaiM of Regents shall each coordinate with
6 the Department of Treasury to certif, amount] maintained in the Louisiana QualityI7 Education Support Fund held to the agency’s ereit within the fund. The state treasurer is

I8 hereby authorized and directed to transfer to the/Overcollections Fund an amount equal to
1

9 the certified balances of each agency. Monies held in the Overcollections Fund for each

10 agency shall be appropriated and used in accorbance with the following:
I11 (A) Higher Education. Monies attributable to the certified balance of the Board of

12 Regents shall be appropriated to the Board Jf Regents and allocated for any or all of the

13 following higher educational puoses to eJance economic development:

14 (1) The carefully defined rese7h efforts of public and private universities in

15 Louisiana.

16 (2) The endowment of chairs for eminent scholars.

I17 (3) The enhancement of the quality of academic, research, or agricultural
I

18 departments or units wihin a community college, college, or university.

19 These funds shall not hi used for athictic puoses or programs.
I

20 (4) The recruitment of superior graduate students.

21 (B) Elementary and Secondry Education. Monies attributable to the State Board

22 of Elementary and Secondary Education shall be appropriated to the State Board of

23 i Elementary and Secondary Education and allocated for any or all of the following purposes:
I

24 (1) To provide compensation to city or parish school board profcssional

25 insctional em1loyees.

26 (2) To insure an /adequate supply of superior textbooks, library books.

27 equipment, and other instructional materials.

28 (3) To fund exJla programs in element and secondary schools designed

29 to improve elementary or secondary student academic achievement or

30 vocational-technical skill.

/
Page 9 of 11

CODING: Words in tru.k tlnuugh type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



HB NO. 473 Oc
ENROLLED

1 (4) To fund carefully defined research efforts, inciuding pilot programs,
2 designed to improve elementary and secondary student academic
3 achievement.

4 (5) To fund school remediation programs and res$ool programs.
5 (6) To fund the teaching of foreign lanuaes/n elementary and secondary
6 schools.

/
7 (7) To hind an adequate supply of teachers byp’oviding scholarships or stipends
8 to prospective teachers in academic or voationaI-tecbnical areas wherethere

9 is a critical teacher shortage.
ct 202 S lJ c. 222]10 Section 5.(A) Notwithstanding any provisiodofthis Acito the contrary, any transfer

11 to the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana p4rsuant to the provisions of this Act shall

12 be net of amounts needed to satisf’ the requirethents of Sections 3 and 4 of this Act and

13 amounts needed to satis& 2025-2026 fiscal year appropriations from the following fluids:
I /14 (1) Louisiana Education Quality/rust Fund.

15 (2) Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund.

16 (3) Education Excellence Fund.
/

17 (B) Unexpended monies in eaclrof the hinds listed in Paragraph (A) of this Section
/

18 shall be transferred to the state general fund on July 1, 2026. No appropriation from any

19 such fund from the 2025-2026 fiscal4ear shall be caffied foard to next fiscai year.
/20 Section 6. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, after the effective

LAkc DZ/
21 date of this Act, unless or until directed otherwise b law the treasurer shall deposit into the

22 state general fund any monies that would have been deposited in or credited to the following

23 funds: /
24 (A) Louisiana EdLcation Quality Trust Fund.

25 (B) Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund.

26 (C) EducatioW Excellence Fund.

/
>
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1 Section 7. To the extent any additional fun4ing is needed for the minimum

-LA t’2 foundation program formula for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 bfrause ofthe provisions ofthis Act,
3 the total amount of such funding shall be submitted by/the State Board of Elementary and
4 Seconda Education to the legislare for inc1usion the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 general
5 appropriation bill no later than May 15, 2026. 1

6 Section 8. Be it further resolved that this roposed amendment shall be submitted
7 to the electors of the state ofLouisiana at the state/iide election to be held on April 18, 2026.

I8 Section 9. Be it further resolved that on/the official ballot to be used at the election,
9 there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state shall be permitted

10 to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which proposition shall read as
11 follows: /
12 Do you support an amendment to fund a $2,250 teacher pay raise and $1,125
13 support staff pay raise b’y utilizing the remaining savings from paying down

14 the debt of the Teachers’ Retirement System of Louisiana with monies from

15 certain constitution& funds?

16 (Effective JanuaJl, 2027) (Amends ic1e VII, Section 10.8(A)(1), (2),

17 and (4), (B), and (C)( 1); Adds Article VII, Section 10.17; Repeals Article

18 i VII, Sections 10(F)(4Xd), 10.1, I0.8(A)(3) and (C)(3), and l0.16(A)(9))

/
/1

-#
SPEAKER oc THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Pagellofil

CODrNG: Words in struck t111h type are deletions from existing law; words underscoare additions.

‘I



ACT4fl
ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 366

BY REPRESENTATIVE DESHOTEL

La. Stalt Lw rtftte
PRINTER’S COL’Y

NO EDTS
CIas:Ificcujn (C r )%R
— €ç z—j

1 A JOINT RESOLUTION

2 Proposing to amend Article VII, Sections 10.15(F)(l) and 18(A) and (B) andy add Articie

* Vfl, Sections 20.1, 20.2, and 21(P) of the Constitation of Loui relative to ad

4
I

valorem taxes; to authorize certain payments to certain p,5i4s; to provide for the

5 classification of certain properly; to authorize the e4ption of certain property

6 under certain circumstances; to provide for eft iveness; to provide for submission

7 of the proposed amendment to the elect ; and to provide for related matters.

8 Section 1. Be it resolved by the Lei1ature of Louisiana, two-thirds of the members

9 elected to each house concurrin at there shall be submitted to the electors of the state of

10 Louisiana, for their app al or rejection in the manner provided by law, a proposal to

11 amend Article VT, ections 10. 15(F)(1) and 18(A) and (B) and to add Article VII, Sections

12 20.1, 20. nd 21(P) of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as follows:

13 §10.15. Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund

14 Section 10.15. Revenue Stabilization Trust Fund. (A) The Revenue

15 Stabilization Trust Fund is hereby established in the state treasury as a special trust

16 fund, hereinafter referred to as the “find”.

17 * * *

1 8 (F)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this constitution and in Subparagraphs
J

19 (2) and (3) of this Paragraph, no appropriations shall be made from the Revenue

20 Stabilization Trust Fund.

21 * * *
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I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

§ 18. Ad Valorem Taxes

Section 18(A) Assessments. Property subject to ad valorem taxation shall

be listed on the assessment rolls at its assessed valuation, which, except as provided
/ . . Vin Paragraphs (C), (F), and (G) of this Section and Article VII. Section 21(P) of this

Constitution, shall be a percentage of its fair market value. The percentage of fair

market value shall be uniform throughout the state upon the same class of property.

(B) Classification. ifi The classifications of property subject to ad valorem

taxation and the percentage of fair market value applicable to each classification for

the purpose of determining assessed valuation are as follows:

Classifications Percentages

+) Land 10%

tth) Improvements for residential purposes 10%

37&1 Electric cooperative properties, excluding land 15%

t) Public service properties, excluding land 25%

le) Public Service property. excludinu land. owned

by a railroad company

(F) Business inventory

%Lg)OtherProperty 15%

f) The legislature may enact laws defining electric cooperative properties and public

service properties.

* * *

20.1. AdminesLZavdonoroMbiU)

Section 20.1. Notwithstandinil arty provision of this coDstitution to the

contrary, the legislature shall not enact any law mandatine v taxing authority to

exempt business. inventory from ad valorem tax. For ourcoses of this Sectica

“business inventory” means the a2re2ate of those items of tanb1e nersonal

propert.v that are held for sale in the ordinari course of business.. are.currentJv: in the

process of production for subsequent sale. or are to physically become a part of the

production of such L!oods.
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I ti2O.2. Ad Va.lorem Tax Exemption Funding

2 Section 20.2. There shall be a one-time payment from the Revenue
3 Stabilization Trust Fund to each parish that elects to irrevocably exempt. in
4 accordance with law, all business inventory within its boundaries from ad valorem

5 tax. Any payment made pursuant to this Section shall be disbursed b the treasurer

6 to the tax collector of the parish. The tax collector shall distribute the monies pro
7 rata to each taximz authority that levies an ad valorem tax within the parish. The

8 amount of the payment shall be calculated as provided by law and certified by the

9 Department of Revenue. Notwithstanding any provision of this constitution to the

10 contrary, monies shall be disbursed by the treasurer to the collector within thirty days

11 of receipt of a certification from the secretary ofthe Department of Revenue that the

12 parish has irrevocably elected to exempt business inventory from ad valorem tax.

13 §21. Other Property Exemptions

14 Section 21. In addition to the homestead exemption provided for in Section
J

15 20 of this Article, the following property and no other shall be exempt from ad

16 valoreni taxation:

17 * * *

18 f,g 1 There shall be an optional ad valorem tax exemption on items

J19 constitiitinu business inventors’, as defined in Article VII. Section 20.1 of this

20 Constitution. The optional exemption shall only be effective in parishes in which the

21 sheriff, school boarcL and the parish 2oveminu authority all elect to exempt business

22 inventory from ad valorem taxation.

23 (2) A parish ma’ elect to exempt all property constituting business inventon

24 or may elect to provide for a partial exemption of property constitutinu business

25 inventory by reducinu the percentage of fair market value applicable to such property

26 only if all of the followinu auree to the election: the sheriff the school board. and the

27 parish uovemizw authority.

28 Section 2. Be it further resolved that 1epovisions of the amendment contained in

29 this Joint Resolution shall be applica to tax years beginning on or after January 1,2026.
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1 Section 3. Be it further resolved that this proposed a4endment shall be submitted
2 to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide electio4 to be held on April 18, 2026.
3 Section 4. Be it further resolved that on the officia allot to be used at the election,
4 there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the eiec4rs of the state shall be permitted
5 to vote YES or NO, to end the Constitution of Louis/ana, wMch proposition shall read as
6 follows: /
7 Do you support an amendment to al w a parish to reduce or exempt property
8 tax on property held as busi ess inventory and to provide for the
9 classification of Public Servi Property? (Amends Article VII, Sections

10 l0.15(F)(l) and 18(A) and (p); Adds Article VII, Sections 20.1, 20.2, and

11 21(P))

SPE 0 HE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CA— &H
PRE1NTOF HESEN. E
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HOUSE BILL NO. 300

BY REPRESENTATIVE MACK

La1 2ttt In t:tte
PRINTER’S cocy

NO EDVTS
CIa:sjfjcgttja (• lJ c-r
juf cc 2-4

1 A JOINT RESOLUTION

2 Proposing to amend Article VII, Section 18(G)(1)(a)(ii) of the Constitutibn of Louisiana,

3 relative to ad valorem taxation; to provide for assessment of proerty for ad valorem

4 tax purposes; to provide with respect to the special assesnient level; to provide with
1

5 respect to the income limit associated with qualiiing for the special assessment

6 level; to provide for an effective date; toyfvide for submission of the proposed

7 amendment to the electors; and to px6ide for related matters.

8 Section 1. Be it resolved by,thS Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds of the members

9 elected to each house concurrffig, that there shall be submitted to the electors of the state of

10 Louisiana, for thciç4proval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a proposal to

ii amend Afli/ll, Section 1 8(G)(1)(a)(ii) of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as

12 fopv&

13 §18. AdValoremTaxes

14 Section 18.

15 * * *

16 (G) Special Assessment Level.

17 (0(a)

18 * * *

19 (ii) Any person or persons shall be prohibited from receiving the special

20 assessment as provided in this Section if such person’s or persons’ adjusted gross

21 income, as reportcd in the federal tax reNm for the year prior to the application for
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1 the special assessment, exceeds one hundred fifly thousand dollars. For persons

2 applying for the special assessment whose filing status is married filing separately,

3 the adjusted gross income for purposes of this Section shall be determined by

4 combining the adjusted gross income on both federal tax returns. The assessor ma”

5 establish an applicant’s income eliuibilir for the special assessment level by

6 veriR ing the applicant’s federal adiusted gross income as reported on the Louisiana

7 income tax return for the year prior to the application. Beginning for the tax year

8 2026 2028 and for each tax year thereafter, the one hundred fifty thousand dollar

9 limit shall be adjusted annually by the Consumer Price Index as reported by the

10 United States Government. Notwithstandim! any provision of this constitution to the

11 contran’. a decrease in the total amount of ad valorem tax collected by a taxing

12 authority as a result of the special assessment level shall be absorbed by the taxjnQ

13 authority and shall not create any additional tax liability for other taxpayers in the

14 in” district as a result of any subsequent reappraisal and valuation or millage

15 adjustment. Implementation of the special assessment level shall neither trigger nor

16 be cause for a reappraisal of property or an adjustment of millages pursuant to the

17 provisions of Article VU, Section 23W) of this constitution.

18 * * *

19 Section 2. Be it further resolved that the provisions of the a±nendment contained in

20 this Joint Resolution shall become effective on January 1, 2027, and shall be applicable to

21 all tax years beginning on or after January 1,2027.
‘

c-i

22 Section 3. Be it further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be submitted
•

.23 to the electors of the state of Louisiana at thestatewide election to be held on November 3,
• /24 2026.

25 Section 4. Bc it further resoived that on the official ballot to be used at the election,

26 there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state shall be permitted 0

27 to vote YES or NO, toathend the Constitution of Louisiana, which proposition shall read as

28 follows: •‘

/
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1 Do you support an amendment to increase the maximum amount of income
2 a person may receive and still qualify frr the special assessment level for
3 residential property receiving the homestead exemption? (Effective January
4 1,2027) (Amends Article VII, Section 18(G)(l)(a)(ii))

/
-

SPEAKEKtF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

\\c-cN
1i) •i
TI-It SEATE

IL

I
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SENATE BILL NO.25

BY SENATOR EDMONDS AND REPRESENTATIVE CHENEVERT

La. $tatt Lw hrthkte
PRINTER’S COiY

NO EDITS
CIassificg&an c-c Ni gr
- ftJOTQ %c2-31 A JOINT RESOLUTION

/
2 Proposing to amend Article VIII, Section 1 3(D)(1) ofthe Constitution ofLouisiah<relative

3 to certain effects and purposes for the proposed St. George communityshool system

4 in East Baton Rouge Parish which shall be regarded and treated’a a parish and shall

5 have the authority granted parishes with respect to qpating a school system,

6 including the purposes of certain funding and the raiing ofcertain local revenues for

7 the support of elementary and secondary scKools; to provide for submission of the

8 proposed amendment to the eleetors;-td specify an election date for submission of the

9 proposition to electors ai d,tcf’ovide for a ballot proposition.

10 Section 1. Be it resolv6â by the Legislature of Louisiana, two-thirds of the members

11 elected to each ho’ ncurring, that there shall be submitted to the electors of the state, for

12 their appro ir rejection in the manner provided bylaw, a proposal to amend Article VIII,

13 Louisiana, to read as follows:

14 §13. Funding; Apportionment

15 Section 13. * * *

16 (D)(l) Municipal and Other School Systems. For the effects and purposes of

17 this Section, the Central community school system. the St. George community

18 school system, and the Zachary community school system in East Baton Rouge

19 Parish, and the municipalities of Baker in East Baton Rouge Parish, Monroe in

20 Ouachita Parish, and Bogalusa in Washington Parish, arid no others, shall be

21 regarded and treated as parishes and shall have the authority granted parishes.

22 Consistent with Article VIII of this constitution, relevant to equal educational

23 opportunities, no state dollars shall be used to discriminate or to have the effect of

24 discriminating in providing equal educational opportunity for all students.

25 * * *
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Section 2. Be it farther resolved that this proposed amendment shall be submitted to
2 the electors of the state of Louisiana at a statewide election to be heldon April 18, 2026, if

MO- LtZ,cff. !‘o2Q3 House Bill No. 625 of the 2025 Regular Session of the Legislature of Louisiana becomes

4 effective. If House Bill No. 625 of the 2025 Regular Session of the Legislature of Louisiana -r-.
5 does not become effective, this proposed amendment shall be :submitted to the electors of

/6 the state of Louisiana at a statewide election to be held on Névember 3, 2026. -a
/ cJ7 Section 3. Be it farther resolved that on the official’ballot to be used at said election

8 there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the ele.dtors of the state shall be permitted ii5
9 to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of L7iana, which proposition shall read as

10 follows: I Q/
11 Do you support an amendment to grant the St. George community school a
12 system in East Baton Rouge Prish the same authority granted parishes for

13 purposes of Article VIII, iSection 13 of the Constitution of Louisiana,

14 including purposes relatd to the minimum foundation program, funding for

15 certain school bookØnd instructional materials, and the raising of certain

16 local revenues the support of elementary and secondary schools?

17 (Amends Article VIII, Section 13(D)( I))
//

‘ .-h2 ) /‘
—PRESID*(T OF 1JrfE SINATE

//

1

SPEAKER’öF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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SENATE BILL NO.8

BY SENATOR MORRIS AND REPRESENTATIVE CI-TASSION

Prefiled pursuant to Article ifi. Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

La. £tatt Ltw rztft
PIUNTER’S COY

NO UDiTS
CIusfticga rC PU

N°fcZ-3

A JOINT RESOLUTION

2 Proposing to amend Article X, Section 2(3) ofthe Constitution ofLouisiana, relative to state

3 civil service; to authorize additional positions in the unclassified state civil service

4 by law; to prohibit the removal of such positions except byj; and to speci& an

5 election for submission of the proposition toelt&tors and provide a ballot

6 proposition.

7 Section 1. Be it resolved by the 1ate of Louisiana, two-trds of the members

8 elected to each house cone , that there shall be submitted to the electors ofthe state, for

9 their approval or ection in the manner provided by law, a proposal to amend Article X,

10 Sect9p-21of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as follows:

11 §2. Classified and Unclassified Service

12 Section 2.(A)

13 * * *

14 (B) Unclassified Service. The unclassified service shall include the following

15 officers and employees in the state and city civil service:

16 (1) elected officials and persons appointed to fill vacancies in elective offices;

17 (2) the heads of each principal executive department appointed by the

18 governor, the mayor, or the goveming authority of a city;

19 (3) city attorneys;

20 (4) registrars of voters;

21 (5) members of state and city boards, authorities, and commissions;
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(6) one private secretary to the president of each college or university;

2 (7) one person holding a confidential position and one principal assistant or

3 deputy to any officer, board, commission, or authority mentioned in (1), (2), (4), or
-4 /(5) above, except civil service departments;

5 (8) members of the military or naval forces;

6 (9) teaching and professional staffs, and administrative officers of schools,

7 colleges, and universities of the state, and bona fIde students of those institutions

8 employed by any state, parochial, or municipal agency;

9 (10) employees, deputies, and officers of the ‘egislature and of the offices of

10 the governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general, each mayor and city atlorney,

11 of police juries, school boards, assessors, and of all offices provided for in Article

12 V of this constitution except the offices of clerk of the municipal and traffic courts

13 in New Orleans;

14 (11) commissioners of elections, watchers, and custodians and deputy

15 custodians of voting machines;

16 (12) railroad employees whose working conditions and retirement benefits

17 are regulated by federal agencies in accordance with federal law; and

18 (13) the director, deputy director, and all employees of the Governor’s Office

19 of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness.

20 Additional positions may be added to the unclassified service and those

21 positions may be revoked by rules adopted by a commission, Additional officers,

22 positions, and employees may be added to the unclassified service in the state

23 clvii service by law and such additional officers, positions, and employees may
U

24 be removed from the unclassified service onh by law.
r7

25 Section 2. Be it flwther resolved that this proposed amendment shall be submitted to >

26 the electors of the state of Louisiana at a statewide election to be held on April 18. 2026, if —‘L/\cc lozc,
. L2 //zozc/

27 House Bill No. 625 of the 2025 Reáular Session of the Le*islature of Louisiana becomes
—

28 effective. If House Bill No. 625 of the 2025 RegulafSession of the Legislature ofLouisiana

29 does not become effective, this proposcd-imendment shall be submitted to the electors of

30 the state of Louisiana at a statewide election to be held on November 3, 2026.
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I Section 3. Be it further resolved that on the officil ballot to be used at said election
2 there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state shall be permitted
3 to vote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which proposition shall read as
4 follows:

5 “Do you support an amendment to allow the legislature to remove or add
6 II officers, positions, and employees to the unclassified state civil service?”
7 (Amends Article X, Section 2W))

C — timV’
PREfdENT OF THE SENATE

.aa
SPEAKEW’OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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